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Xt was some time» i£ I recollect nght^ in the earljpart of the 
ftU of 1808, diat a stranger applied for lodgings at the Inde- 
pendent Columbian Hotel in Mulberry-street, of which I am 
Landlord. He was a small, brisk-looking old genUeman, 
dressed in a rusty black coat, a pair of olive velvet breeches, 
and a smaU cocked hat He had a few gray hairs plaited and 
dabbed bdiind, and his beard seemed to be of some eight and 
Ibrty hours' growth. The only piece of finery which he bore 
about him, was a bright pair of square silver shoe-buckles : 
and all his baggage was contained in a pair of saddle-bags, 
irhich he carried under hia arm. His whole appearance was 
jKHnething out of the common run ; and my wife, who is a 
very shrewd body, at once set faim down £ar some enmient 
ODuntry schoc^master^ 

As the Independent Columbian Hotel is a very smaU house, 
I was a little puzsled at first where to pot him ; but my wife, 
who seemed taken with his looks, would needs put him in her 
best chamber, which is genteelly set off with the profiles of the 
whole family, done in black, by those two great painters, Jar* 
vis and Wood ; and commands a very pleasant view of the 
»ew grounds on the Collect, together with the r^r oi the 
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Poor-Hottse and Bridewell, and the full front of the Hospital ; 
8o that it is the cheerfullest room in the whole house. 

During the whole time that he staid with us, we found him 
a very worthy good sort of an old gentleman, though a little 
queer in his ways. He would keep in his room for days to- 
gether, and if any of the children cried, or made a noise about 
his door, he would bounce out in a great passiouy with his 
handl full of papers, and say something about '^ deranging his 
ideas ;" which made my wife believe sometimes that he was 
not altogether compos. Indeed there was more than one rea^ 
son to make her think so, for his room was always covered 
with' scraps, of. paper andioldmookly bboka, lying about at 
sixefi and sevens^ whidi he nerer.woiild let any body toudi^ 
for be said he bad laid them all awayin thehr proper plaees, 
so thtt he might know where to find them ; though for that 
matter^ he was half his tioie worrying abonti the houae in 
search of. some book or writuig which he had carefully put 
out of tl^ way. I shall never forget what a pother he onee 
mad^ because my wife ^sleaoed out his room>wiien his boek 
was.;tuiined, and put every thing to rights; fiir«he swore he 
would, never be able to geft.hia papers in> order again in a 
twelyCMKH^th, Upon th]8> my wife ventuMd to ask him, what 
he did with So maaybooks and papers? and he told her, that 
he was^ '' seeking £oir immortality ;" which made her think 
more than ever, that the poor old gentlenun^s head was a little 
cracked. 

He was a v^ inquisitive body> and when not in his room 
was continually peering about town, hearing all the news, and 
prying intone very thing that was going on ; this was partiea« 
larly the case abciut election time, whe» he^id nothing bat 
bustle about from .poll to poll, attending aU ward meetings and 
eomtnittefe rooms; though I could never find that he took part 
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with«ilfa« 8id»- 0t tbe qvestioiu . On dierooiilmijr^ be wMiki 
4»ni« Jboow and wl al; badi^furtiBf w&tb fjrftT wmt fc n a nd 
.pUffly piv^Yttd cneday tathe jpitii&otio^ 
old Indies who wc3» driiduiig tea wilih ber^tlifd the two par- 
ties were like two ffpgttes, each tagging at a ddft of tfie na- 
tion; and tlutinthe end tb^y would tear the very coat off its 
laock, and expose its nakedness* Indeed he was an omde 
among the n^jghbours^ who would cdQeet around him to hear 
him talk of an afternoon^ OS be smoked his pipe on tiie bench 
before the door ; and I really believe he would have brought 
•oyer the whole aeighbouihood to lus own side of the question, 
if they could ever have found. out what it was. 

He was very mudbi given to argue, or, as he called it, phi- 
iofopAw^about the most trifling matt^, and to do him juatioe, 
I jMyer^oev-^ny body that was a «aatcfa for him, except it 
was a grave looking gentleman who called now and then to 
seehim^. and ^ol^en (posed him iu an argument But this is 
•etliiiig«»l>rki«g. «i I ha«e mow foiwd out thi. 8t»ne« ia 
the dty libiaiiaa; -and, pf ^eeturse, must be ^a man of gresit 
leaning: And I have my -doubts, if he bad not-aome hand in 
the following history. 
;.Aaottr lodger (had been a^lcmgtime with us^and wehadnever 
vooeLved a«y p^y, wy-wxfe ^began to be somewhi^ .uneasy^ and 
oiuious « to -find lOut who and what he was. She acoordio^^ 
made .bold .to put rtbe.question to his fUend, the librarian, who 
jcqpUed in his dry way, diat,he was one of4he LUerali; which 
ahe anpposed rto mean «ome new .party in :politics. I sooin to 
posh nlodger-forhisipay, so I Jetday after iday pass onwjAout 
dnnnhigthe old|(entleman>£9r'a &rthing : but my wife, who 
abvmys takes ithese -matters on herself, and is, as I sai4» a 
direwd kind of a woman, at last got out of patience^ and 
hinted, ttbat she.thought it high time *^ some rpeople should 
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httve A sight of B€mt people's money." To whidi the old gefi^ 
ikiiii^ replied in a mighty touchy manner^ that she need not 
make herself uneasy, for that he had a treasure thei^j (point- 
hig to his saddle-bags,) worth her whole house put together. 
This was the only answer We could ever get from him / and as 
my wife, by some of those odd Ways hi which Women find out 
every thing, learnt that he was rf very great Connexions, be- 
ing related to the Knidcerboekers of Scaghtikoke, and consin- 
german to the Congress-man of that name, she did not like to 
treat him uncivilly. VThat is more, she even offered, merely 
by way of making things easy, to let him live scot-free, if he 
would teach the children their letters ; and to try her best and 
get the neighbours to send their children also: but the old 
gentleman took it in such dudgeon, and seemed so affronted at 
being taken for a schoolmaster, that she never dared speak on 
the subject again. 

About two months ago, he went out of a morning, with a 
bmidle in his hand— and has never been heard of since. All 
kinds of inquiries were made after him, but in vain. I wrote 
to his relations at Scaghtikoke, but they sent for answer, that 
he had not been there since the year before last, when he had 
a great dispute with the Congress-man about politics, and left 
the place in a huff, and they had neither heard nor seen any 
thing of him from that time to this. I must own I felt very 
much worried about the poor old gentleman, for I thought 
something bad must have happened to him, that he should be 
missing so long, and never return to pay his bilL I therefcH*e 
advertised him in the newspapers, and though my melancholy 
advertisement was published by several humane printers, yet 
I have never been able to learn any thing satisfactory about 
him. 

My wife now said it was high time to take care of ourselves. 
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Hfidsee if he had left anything behind in his rooni^ that would 
]Miy OS for his board and lodging. We foond nothings how- 
ever^ but somie old books and mustj writings^ and his pair of 
saddle-bags ; which being opened in presence of the librarian, 
contained only a few articles of worn out clothes, and a large 
bundle of blotted paper. On looking over this, the librarian 
told us, he had no doubt it was the treasure which the old 
gentleman had spoke about; as it proved to be a most excel- 
lent and fidthful history of new-tobk, which he advised us 
by all means to publish : assuring us that it would be so eagerly 
thought up by a discerning public, that he had no doubt it 
would be enough to pay our arrears ten tiroes over. Upon 
this we got a very learned schoolmaster, who teaches our 
children, to prepare it for the press, which he accordingly has 
done ; and has, moreover, added to it a number of notes of 
his own; and an engraving of die dty, as it was at the time 
Mr. Knickerbocker writes about. 

This, therefore, is a true statement of my reasons for having 
this work printed, without waiting for the consent of the au- 
thor : and I here declare, that if he ever returns, (though I 
much fear some unhappy accident has be&Uen him,) I stand 
ready to account with him like a true and hcmest man. 
Which is all at present— 

From the public's humble servant, 

Seth Handasidk. 

Jnd^emdent CobmbUm Btftd^ 
NevhYork. 



The foregoing account of the author was prefixed to the first 
edition of this work. Shortly after its publication, a letter was 
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irsoeived'firom hiv^ by Mr. Handatidej dated -at a^ttmall Diitdi 
viUage mt die banks o£ the H^idaon, whkher he liad travailed 
Xnt' the porpose of inspecting certain ancient reoords^ As 
this was one of those- few and bappj Tillages, into which 
newspapers never find their way, it is not a matter of aurprise, 
that Mr. Knickerbocker should never have seen the numarous 
advertisements that were made concerning him ; and that he 
jihould learn of the puUioation of his history^ky mere accident 

He expressed much' concern at its pffmnature appearance, as 
thereby he was {urevented from making several important car- 
reetione and alterations : as well as frwa profiting by 
curious hints which he had collected during his travels 
-the sheres of the Tappan Sea, and his sojourn at Haverstraw 
«Ad Escipus. 

Finding that there was no longer €ay immediate < necessity 
£ai ' his return to New-^York, he extended his journey up to 
the residence of his relations «t Scaghtikoke. On his way 
thither, he stopped for some days at Albany/^ whidi city 
he isknown to have entertaineda f^reat partiality. He found 
it;iioweveri'CenBideMibly altered,* and was mudi concerned at 
itfae inroads landi inifffovementa which the Yankees were asudfi- 
iQg^ and die consequent decline of the good-old Dutch man- 
ners. Indeed he was informed that 'dtese. intruders were 
making sad innovations in all parts of the state ; where they 
had given great trouble and vexation to the regular Dutch 
setders, * by the introduction of turnpike gates, and country 
school-houses. It is said also, that 'Mr. Knidcerbocker shook 
his head sorrowfully at noticing the gradual decay of the great 
Vander Heyden palace^ but ^ras highly indignant at finding 
that the ancient Dutch church, which stood in the middle of 
die street,'lMKlbeen puUeddowtt, since his last 'visit. 

The lame «of Mn (KnkkerbodoBr^s history iumng readied 
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vns\t» AUnny, he received much flattering attention .fi^nn its 
worthy burghersy some of whom, however^ pointed out two or 
thsee: very great errorsbe had fidkn into^ particulac^ that.of 
ttupending. a lump o£ sugar over the Albany tea-taUes^ which> 
they assured him, had been discontinued for. aome years past^ 
Several fiimilies, moreover, were somewhat: piqued that their 
ancestors had not been mentioned in his wcnrk, and^ showed 
greaV jeaikm^ oi their neighbours who bad been thutdis* 
tinguiahed; while the latt^, it must be confessed, ptumed 
themselves vastly thereupon ; consid^ng these reonrdings in 
the Ugbl of letters patent of nobility, estaUishii]^ their daims 
t9» anoeHry-*-which, in this republican. country, is a. matter of 
no little tsolicitude and vainglory. 

' It ia alsQ said, that he enjoyed high favour and countenance 
firom tb€^, gofvemoT;, who once asked him to dinner, and was 
80^, two or three times to shake hands with him> when: they 
met in the street; which certainly was going great lengths, 
consideidng thtttthey differed in politics. Indeed, certain of 
the governor's cfmfidential friends^ to whom he could venture 
to speakt his mind fteely on such matters^ have assured us, that 
he inriyately entertained a considerable goodwill for ourr author 
— ^iMi]r,.he even once, wi^t so far> as to^ecUre, andvthat.openly 
too^:aii4>At his. Qwn^ table, just after dinner, ^that " Knicker- 
bocjlc^r waa>a very weUrmeaning sort of «ii old gentleman, and 
Bio fool/' From all which many have been^led to suppose^ that, 
had oiut author been.<^, different politics^ . and writteni jGdu the 
newspapers instead of waslaiigihisttalentSion histories, he might 
hav^einsei^ito somepoat of henour and> profit: peradventuieto 
be A notariFcPttbliCy oreven.a, justice in the ten pound court* 

Besides the hoi^mca and civilities already mentioned, he was 
anu^h caresi^f by. the literati. o£: Albany ; particulariy . Ml. 
JohnXooli;, who entertained him very.hospitahly at his droii- 
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lating library and reading room, where they used to drink Sfia 
water, and talk about the ancients. He found Mr. Cook a 
man after his own heart— of great literary research, and a 
curious collector of books. At parting, the latter, in testi- 
numy ci friendship, made him a present of the two oldest 
works in his collection ; whidi were, the earliest edition of the 
Hiedelburgh Catechism, and Adrian Vander Donck's famous 
account of the New Netherlands : by the last of which, Kr. 
Knickerbocker profited greatly in this his second edition. 

Having passed some time very agreeably at Albany, our 
author proceeded to Scaghtikoke ; where, it is but justice to 
aay, he was received with o{ien arms, and treated with won- j 
derful loving-kindness. He was much looked up to by the 
family, being the first historian of the name ; and was con- 
sidered almost as great a man as his cousin the Congress-man 
-—with whom, by the by, he became perfectly reconciled, and 
contracted a strong friendship. 

In spite, however, of the kindness of his relations, and their 
great attention to his comforts, the old gentleman soon became 
restless and discontented. His history being published, he 
had no longer any business to occupy his thoughts, or any 
echeme to excite his hopes and anticipations. This, to a busy 
-mind like his, was a truly deplorable situation ; and, had he 
not been a man of inflexible morals and regular habits, there 
would have been great danger of his taking to politics, or 
drinking— -both which pernicious vices we daily see men 
driven to, by mere spleen and idleness. 

It is true, he sometimes employed himself, in preparing a 
second edition of his history, wherein he endeavoured to coiv 
rect and improve many passages with which he was dissatis- 
fied, and to rectify some mistakes that had crept into it; for 
he was particularly anxious that his work should be noted £6s 
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itft aiithentidty ; which, indeed, ib the very life «iid goal of 
historj, — But the glow of composition had departed— he had 
to leave many places untouched, which he would fidn have 
altered ; and even where he did make alterations, he seemed 
always in doubt whether they were for the better or the worse. 

After a residence of some time at Scaghtikoke, he b^^ to 
feel a strong desire to return to New- York, which he ever ret 
garded with the warmest affection ; not merely because it was 
his native dty, but because he really considered it the vary bes^ 
city in the whole world. On bis return he entered into the 
fuU enjojrment of the advantages of a literary reputation. He 
was continually, importuned to write advertisements, petitions, 
hand^bills, and productions of simOar import ; and, although 
he never meddled with the public papers, yet had he the credit 
of writing innumerable essays, and smart things, that appeared 
on all subjects, and all sides of the question ; in 9II which h^ 
was clearly detected " by his style" 

He contracted) moreover, a considerable debt at the post« 
office, in consequence of the numerous letters he received from 
authors and printers soliciting his subscription — ^he was applied 
to by every charitable society for yearly donations, which he 
gave very cheerfully, considering these applications as so many 
compliments. He was once invited to a great corporation dino* 
ner; and was even twice summoned to attend as a juryman 
at the court of quarter-sessions. Indeed, so irenowned did he 
become, that be could no longer pry about, as formerly, in all 
boles and comers of the city,according to the bent of his humour, 
unnoticed and uninterrupted; but several times when he has 
been sauntering the streets, on his usual rambles of observation, 
equipped with his cane and cocked hat, the little boys at play 
have been known to cry, " there goes Diedrich V — at which 
the old gentleman seemed not a little pleased, looking upoii 
these salutations in the light of the praises of posterity^ 
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In a word, if we take into ocmsidehition all these various 
honotm and distinctions, together with an exuberant eulogium 
passed on him in the Port FoHo— -(with which, we are told, 
the old gentleman was so much overpowered, that he was sick 
for two or three days) — it must be confessed, that few authors 
have ever lived to receive such illustrious rewards, or have so 
completely enjoyed in advance their own immortality. 

After his return from Scaghtikoke, Mr. Knickerbocker took 
up his residence at a little txxnl retreat, which the Stuyvesants 
had granted him on the fiimily domidn, in gratitude for his 
honourable mention ct their ancestor. It was pleasantly sitn< 
ated on the borders of one of die salt marshes beyond Cor- 
leat^s Hook : subject, indeed, to be occasionally overflowed, 
and much infested, in the summer time, with musquitoes ; but 
otherwise very agreeable, producing abundant crops of salt- 
grass and bulrushes. 

Here, we are sorry to say, the good old gentleman fell dan- 
gerously ill of a fever, occasioned by the neighbouring marshes. 
When he found his end apprdaching, he disposed ofhis worldly 
affairs, leaving the bulk ofhis fbrtone to the New- York Histo- 
rical Society : his Miedelburg Catechism, and Vander Donck's 
Work to the Chy Library ; and his saddle-bags to Mr^ Handa^ 
side. He forgave all his enemies — that is to say, all that bore 
any enmity towards him; for as to himself, he declared be died 
in goodwill to all the world. And, after dictating several kind 
messages to his relations at Scaghtikoke, as Well as to certdn of 
our most substantiiil Dutch citizens, he expired in the arms of 
his friend the librarian. 

His remains were interred, according to his own request, in 
St. Mark's Chuhityard, dose by the bones ofhis favourite hero, 
Peter Stny vesaut ; and it is rumoured, that the £tistorical So- 
ciety have it in mind to erect a trooden monument to his me- 
mory in the BdwHng green. 
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" To jreacue farcm oblivion the memory of fonner incidents, 
and t^fender a jast tribute of renown to the many great and 
wonderful transactions of our Dutch progenitors^ Diedrich 
KnidLerbocker, native of the city of New- York, produces this 
hialorical essay." * lake the great Father of History whose 
words I have just quoted, I treat of times long past, over 
which the twilight of uncertainty had already thrown its sha« 
dows, and tlie nigj^t of finrgetfulness was about to descend for 
ever* With great solicitude did I long bdiold the early his* 
tovy of thia venerable and ancient dty, gradually slipping fiom 
our gra^t trembling on the lips of narrative old age, and day 
by day droj^iog piecemeal into the tomb« In a little whUe, 
tlHMight I,:fuid those reverend Dutch burghers, who serve as 
tl^ totterii^ monmoeiits of good old times, will be gathered 
to their fiuhers ; tl^eir children, engrossed by the empty plea« 
ffires or insignificant transactions of the present age, will ne* 
gleet to treasure up the recollections of the past, and posteri^ 
shall search in vain, for memorials of the days of the Patriarchs, 
The origin of our city will be buried in eternal oblivion, and 
even the names and atcbievemepts of Wouter Van Twiller, 
William Kieft, and Peter Stuyvesant, be enveloped in doubt 
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and fiction^ like those of Romulus and Remus^ of Chatle* 
tnagne, King Arthur, Rinaldo, and Godfrey of Bologne. 

Determined, therefore, to avert if possible this threatened 
tnisfortune, I industriously sat myself to work, to gather toge-» 
ther all the fragments of our ancient history which still existed^ 
and like my revered prototype, Herodotus, where no written 
Irecords could be found, have endeavoured to continue the 
chain of history by well anthenticated traditions. 

In this arduous undertaking, which has been the sole busi- 
ness of a long and solitary life, it is incredible the numbel' of 
learned authors I have consulted; aiidallto but little purpose. 
Strange as it tuay seem, though such multitudes of excaellent 
Works have been written about this country, there are noti^ 
extaiit which give afiy fbll and satis&ctory account of the eariy 
history of New- York, or of its three first Dutch governors. I 
have, however, gained much valuable and curious matter from an 
elaborate manuscript written in exceeding pure and classic low 
Dutch, excepting a few errors in orthography, which was found 
in the archives of the Stuy vesant family. Many legends, letters, 
and other documents, have, I likewise gleaned, in my researches 
among the family chests and lumber garrets of our respectaUe 
Dutch citizens : and I have gathered a host of well authenti- 
cated traditions from divers excellent old ladies of my acquain- 
tance, who requested that their names might not be mentioned 
Not must I neglect to acknowledge how greatly I have been 
assisted by that admirable and praiseworthy institution, the 
New- York Historical Society, to which I here publicly 
i^etum my sincere acknowledgments. 

In the conduct of this inestimable work I have adopted no 
individual model, but on the contrary have simply contented 
myself with combining and concentrating the excellencies of 
theraost approved ancient historians. liike Xenophon, I have 
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fttaintidnect the utmost impartiality, and the strictest adherence 
td truth throughout my history. I have enridied it, after the 
manner o£ Sallust, with various characters of ancient worthies^ 
drawn at full length and fidthfully coloured. I have seasoned 
it with profound political speculations like Thucydides, sweet* 
ened it with the graces of sentiment like Tadtus^ and infbsed 
into the whde^ the dignity^ the grandeur, and magnificence of 
Livy. 

I am aware thAt I shall inciur the censure of numerous very 
learned and judicious critics, for indulging too frequently in 
the bold excursive manner of my favourite Herodotus. And 
to be candid, I have found it impossible always to resist the 
allurements of those pleasing episodes, which like flowery 
banks and fragrant bowers, beset the dusty road of the histo- 
rian, and entice him to turn aside, and refresh himself from 
his wayfaring. But I trust it will be found, that I have always 
resumed my staff, and addressed myself to my weary journey 
with renovated spirits, so that both my readers and myself 
have bMtk benefited by the relaxation. 

Indeed, though it has been my constant wish and uniform 
endeavour, to rival Polybius himself, in observing the reqiu- 
site unity of History, yet the loose and unconnected manner 
in whidi many of the facts herein recorded have come to hand, 
tendered such an attempt extremely difficult. This difficulty 
was likewise increased, by one of the grand objects contem- 
plated in my work, which was to trace the rise of sundry cus- 
toms and institutions in this best of cities, and to compare 
them when in the germ of infimcy, with what they are in the 
present old age of knowledge and improvement 

But the chief merit on which I value myself, and found my 
hopcB for future r^ard, is that faithful veracity with which I 
have compiled this invaluable little work ; carefully wiUnow* 
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ing away the pIwflT q£ hypotbcaiU^ and discarding the tares of 
ftble^ which are too apt to spring np and choke the seeds of 
trath and wholesome knowledge. — Had I been anxious to cap« 
tivate the superficial throng, who skim like swallows over the 
aurfiice of literature ; or had I been anxious to commend mj 
writiiiigs to the pampered palates of literary epicurean*! migfat 
have availed myself of the obscurity that overshadows the in« 
fant years of our city, to introduce a thousand pleasing fictions. 
But I have scrupuloujsly discarded many a pithy tale and mar- 
vellous adventure, whereby the drowsy air of summer indolence 
might be enthralled; jealously maintaining that fidelity, gra- 
vity, and dignity, which should ever distinguish the hiptntri^p. 
" For a writer of this cUs^," observes an elegant critic, '' must 
sustain the character of a wise man, writing fi:>r the instructioii 
of posterity : one who has studied to inform himself well, whp 
has pondered his subject with care, and addresses himself to 
our judgment, rather than to our imagination." 
. Thrice happy^ therefore, is this our renowned city> in hav* 
ing incidents worthy of swelling the theme of history; arii 
doubly thrice happy }g it in having such a historian as myself, 
to relate them. For after all, gentle reader, cities qfthenueloe^ 
and. in fiict, empires of themselves, are nothing without an his- 
torian. It is the patient narrator who records their pro^)erity 
as they rise-<i-who blazons forth the splendour of their noontida 
mendian — ^who props their feeble memorials a3 they totter to 
decay — ^who gathers together their scattered fragments as they 
rot — ^and who piously at length collects the^ ashes into the 
mausoleum of his work, and rears a triumphal monument to 
transmit their renown to all succeeding ages. 

What has been the fate of many fair cities of antiquity, 
whose nameless ruins encumber the plains of Europe and Aaia, 
and awaken the fruitless inquiry i^ the traveller ?p-^they have 
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stmk into dust and siletice— they hx^e perished flrom lemem- 
brance for want of a historian ! The philanthropist may weep 
over their desc^ation — ^the poet may wander among their moul- 
dering arches and broken columns, and indulge the yisionary 
flights of his fancy — but alas! alas! the modem historian, whose 
pen, like my own, is doomed to confine itself to dull matter of 
Act, seeks in vain aihong their oblivious remains, for some 
memorial that may tell the instructive tale, of their glory and 
their ruin. 

^ Wars, eonflagirations, deluges," says Aristotle, *' destroy 
nations, and with them all their monuments, their discoveries, 
and Ibeir va!nitie8.-^The torch of science has more than once 
been extinguished and rekindled — a few individuals, who have 
escaped by accident, reunite the thread of generations." 

Tlie isMUe sad misfortune which has happened to so many 
andent dtieis, wifl happen again, and from the same sad cause, 
to nine»tenth0 of those which now flourish on the face 6t the 
globe; With most i:^ them the time fbr recording their histoid 
iergone by; ikekt origin, their foundation, together with the 
eariy stagee of their settlement, are forever buried in the rub- 
bisih of years ; and the same would have been the case with 
this fair portion of the earth, if I had not snatched it firom ob- 
scurity in the very nick of time, at the moment that those 
matters herein recorded, were about entering into the wide- 
spread insatiable maw of oblivion — ^if I had not dragged them 
out, as it were, by the very locks, just as the monster's ada- 
mantine fangs were closing upon them for ever ! And here 
have I, as before observed, carefully collected, collated, and 
arranged them, scrip and scrap, " punt en punt, gat en gal," 
and commenced in this little work, a history to serve as a foun- 
dation, on which other historians may hereafter raise a noble 
superstructure, swelling in process of time, until Knickerhocker^s 
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Nefv^York may be equally voluminous, with Gibbon's Rami, 
or Hume and SmolklCa England ! 

And now indulge me for a moment : while I lay down my 
pen, skip to some little eminence at the distance of two or 
three hundred years a-head ; and^ casting a bird's eye glance 
over the waste of years that is to roll between, discover my- 
self—little I i — at this moment the pr<igenitor, prototype, and 
precursor of them all, posted at the head oi ^his host of literary 
worthies, with my book under my arm, and New- York on my 
back, pressing forward like a gallant commander, to honour 
'and immortality ! 

Such are the vain glorious imaginings that will now and 
then enter into the brain of the author— that irradiate, as with 
celestial light, his solitary chamber, cheering his weary spiritSi 
and animating him to persevere in his labours. And I have 
freely given utterance to these rhapsodies whenever they have 
pecurred; not, I trust, from an unusual spirit of egotism, 
but merely that the reader may fi>r once have an idea, how an 
Author thinks and feels while he is vnridng — a kind of knowt 
J^dge very rare and curious, and much to be denred. 
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CONTAINING DIV£R8 INGENIOUS THEORIS8 ANDi PHILOSO- 
PHIC SPECULATIONS CONCERNING. THE CREATION ANP 
POPULATION OF THE WORLD, AS CONNECTED WITH THE 
HISTORY OF NEW-YORK, 



CHAPTER L 

DescripUon of the World, 

According to the best authorities, the world in which 
we dwell is a huge, opaque, reflecting, inanimate mass, 
floating in the vast ethereal ocean of infinite space. It 
has the form of an oraiige, being an oblate spheroid, cuii* 
ously flattened at opposite parts, for the insertion of two 
imaginary poles, which are supposed to penetrate and 
unite at the centre; thus forming an axis on which this 
mighty orange turns with a regular diurnal involution. 

The transitions of light and darkness, whence proceed 
the alternations of day and night, are produced by this 
diurnal revolution successively presenting the different 
parts of the earth to the rays of the sun. The latter is, 
according to the best, that is to say, the latest accounts, 
a luminous or fiery body, of a prodigious magnitude, firom 
which this world is driven by a centrifiigal or repelling 
power, and to which it is drawn by a centripetal or at- 
tractive force ; otherwise called the attraction of grayita- 

A 
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tion; the combinationy or rather the counteraction of 
these two opposing impulses producing a circular and 
annual revolution. Hence result the different seasons of 
the year, viz. spring, summer, autumn, and winter. 

This I believe to be the most approved modem theory 
on the subject — ^though there be many philosophers who 
have entertained very different (qiinions ; some too of them, 
entitled to much deference from their great antiquity and 
illustrious diaatBdetd. Thus it was advanced by some of 
the ancient sages, that the earth wbb an extended plain, 
supported by vast pillars; and by others, that it rested 
on the head of a snake, or the back of a huge tortoise— 
but as they did not provide a resting place for either the 
pillars or the tortoise, the whole theory fell to the ground, 
for want of proper foundation. 

The Brahmins assert, that the heavens rest upon the 
earth, and the sun and moon swim therein like fishes in 
the water, moving from east to west by day, and gliding 
along the edge of the horizon to their original stations 
during the n^ht; ^ wh^ according to the Pawanicas of 
In^a, it it a vast plain, encircled by sevea oceans of milk^ 
nectar, and other delicious liquids; that it is studded witfa 
seven mountains, and onMinented m tibe^ centre by a 
mountainous rock of burnished gold ; and that b. great 
dragon occasionally swallows up the moon, which accounts 
for the phenomena of Ittna^ edipses. -f 

Besides tiiese, and many other equally sage opinkm% 
we have the profound conjectures of AbouI/^Hassakalt, 
son of Al Khan, son of Aly, son of Abderrahman, son ot 
Abdallah, son of Masoud^^-Hadheli, who is commonly 
caUed Masoudi, and sumamed Cothbeddin, bat who 
takes the humble title of Lahebar^rasoul, which means 



* Faria y Soaza. Midc. Lus. note b. 7. 
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t^ » V<iiy^r9«} hi^torj^ '^tMi << Moayoud^McUMwhnJi^ 
Ston^'' * la ^0$ vMMb)^ work he has rdal^d lim hia^ 

4 

tQYy of ^ w^lds #rqm ih«i)iwtion dowu to the laommt 
of wrilwgi whi^h wa6 ^^d^ the Khaliphat 4^ Mollu 
Billaii, in . the maoib DguHiiB«li-idi-flom>l qf the 336tb 
jreAT c^:|h<e H^gim ^ flight of th« Prophet He tofoma 
u$ that the ^arth 16 a hiige bii4i Meeca aq4 Medina «oa* 
stii^te the h^f^ PersUaxid India the right wmgf tha land 
of Gog tha k^ win^, and Africa the tail* tHe inlbaifna ii% 
Biorfp^r^ thai: aa aaiih has existed before the praaent, 
j(whi(^ he a(H»sidara aa a mere chiokap of 7000 yeama^'} 
that it ha^ tlf)derg(me divar^ deluge^ and lliat) aeacardiilg 
to ibe oj^fm of some walt-iiiforBQied Brahmins of Ms.ap- 
quawtaiueef it will be mi9Vatad avafy ^yenty thooaandUi 

bm^i^mm; aaieb ha«aiK)ua^ <;ans)atii^^ l^^OOO yaam> 
Thase ai^a &w ^ the many ^optradiiQtory opinions of 

philosc^h^rs -omoarning lh« eailh} and Wi^ £nd that Ijhe 
karoed ha^a had equal paxi^eodty as to the nature 4^ the 
son. Som^ <$f the Ancieat philosc^^ars have a^lnnfd that 

it b a vast wheel of brilliant fire;f othe;F9» that it ia nice- 
ly a mirnaif or ^here of ti:an^afant crystal (t ^^ ^ ^^<1 
<dlaB$k at thie haad of whom stands AxiaKagoEas, maintainad 

Ibst it waa^nothiAg bnt a h^g? i^^l^sd masa i^ ir<« or 
§ti9n<d-«*4indead» h^ d^larad tha heavans to be marefy a 
yeuk jof suwaj and th^ 'the stars wara stonea whirled wp- 
vmrds frmn the earths and set on fireby the velocity ofits 
nevdiutions.^ But I giva little attention to tha dootrinas 
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cS tiiis philosopher) the people of Athens having fiilly re-' 
inted them, by banishing him fit>m their city ; a concise 
mode of answering miwelcotne doctrines much resorted tb 
in former days. Another seet of phildsc^hers do declare^ 
that certain iiery particles exhale constantly from the earthy 
which concentrating in a single point of the finnament by 
day, constitute the sun, but being scattered and rambling 
about in the dark at night, collect in various p<Mnts, and 
form stars. These are regularly burnt out and extinguish^ 
ed, not unlike to the lamps in Our streets, and require a 
fresh supply of exhalations tor the next occasi<m. * 

It is even recorded, that at certain remote and ob- 
scure periods, in consequence of a great scarcity of friel, 
the sun has been completely burnt out, and sometimes 
not rekindled for a month at a time. A most melancholy 
circumstance, the very idea of which gave vast concern to 
Heraclitus, that worthy weeping philosopher of antiquity. 
In addition to tiiese various speculations, it was the opi- 
nion of Hei'schel^'that tiie sun is a magnificent, habitabk 
abode ; the light it fiimishes arising from certain empy- 
real, luminous or phosphoric clouds, swimming in its tran- 
sparent atmosphere. -|* 

But we will not enter fiuther at present into the nar 
ture of the sun, that being an inquiry not immediately 
necessary to the deyelopement of this history; neither 
will we embroil ourselves in any more of the endless dis- 
putes of philosophers touching the form of tiiis globe, but 
content ourselves with the theory advanced in the be- 
ginning of this chapter, and will proceed to illustrate by 
experiment, the complexity of motion therein ascribed to 
this otu* rotatory planet. 



* Aristot. Meteor. L ii.c 2. Idem. FrobL sec. 15. Stob. £d. Phyb 
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ProfesscNT Von Poddingcoft (or Puddinghead, as die 
name majhe rendered into English) was long celebrated 
in the university of Leyden, for most profound gravity of 
deportment, and his talent at going to sleep in the midst 
of examinal3ons; to the infinite relief of his hopefol stu- 
dents, who thereby worked their way through college 
with great ease and little study. In the course of one 
of his lectures, the learned professor, seizing a bucket of 
water, swung it round his head at arm's length ; the im- 
pulse with which he threw the vessel fi-om him being a 
centrifugal force, the retention of his arm operating as a 
centripetal power, and the bucket, which was a substitute 
for the earth, describing a circular orbit round about the 
globular head and ruby visage of Professor Von Podding- 
coft, which formed no bad representation of the sun. All 
of these particulars were duly explained to the class of 
gaping students around him. He apprised them more- 
over, that the same principle of gravitation which retained 
the water in the bucket, restrains the ocean from flying 
from the earth in its rapid revolutions ; and he further 
infonned them, that should the motion of the earth be 
suddenly checked, it would incontinently fall into the sun, 
through the centripetal force of gravitation ; a most ruin- 
ous event to this planet, and one which would also ob- 
scure, though it most probably would not extinguish the 
solar luminary. An unlucky stripling, one of those va- 
grant geniuses who seem sent into the world merely to 
annoy worthy men of the puddinghead order, desirous of 
ascertaining the correctness of the experiment, suddenly 
arrested the arm of the professor just at the moment that 
the bucket was in its zenith, which immediately descended 
with astonishing precision on the philosophic head of the 
instructor of youth. A hollow sound, and a red-hot hiss 
attended the contact, but the theory was in the amplest 
manner illustrated, for the unfortunate bucket perished in 
the conflict; but the blazing countenance of Professor 
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Von Poddingoofl^ emerged firom amidst the waters^ ^w- 
iag fiercer th«a =e¥^ with unutterable iodignatioiK— wb(»n^ 
^ the «tudeoits were 0iarv«llmi3ly edified, and deported 
toosidemUy wiser than befoit^t 

It is a mortifyiBg circumstance^ which greatly pefpl^ces 
many « painsf^aking philosopher, that nature often refiiaes 
to second his most profound and elaborate efforts ; so that 
oft^i after having invented one of the most ingenious and 
natural thecmes imaginable, she will have the pervers^iesi 
to act directly in the te^ of his system, and flatly con^ 
tradict his most fitvourite positicms. This is a mRwifiMt 
and unmerited grievance, since it throws the censure cf 
the vulgar and unle$umed entirely upon the philosopher; 
whereas the fault is not to be ascribed to his theory, whici 
is unquestionably correct, but to the waywardness of dame 
nature, who, with the proverbial fickleness of her asx, is 
continually indulging in coquetries and caprices, and seems 
neally to take pleasure in violating all philosophic rules, 
and jilting the most learned and indeSEitigable of her 
-adorers. Thus it happ^ied with respect to the foregoing 
satisfiu^ry explanation of the moticm of our fiaaaet; it 
jl|^)ears that the centrifugal force has long since ceased to 
^erate, while its antagonist remains in undiminished po- 
tency : the world therefore, according to the theory as it 
wiglnally stood, ought, in strict pn^riety, to tumble into 
the sun — ^philosophers were convinced that it would do so^ 
$md awaited, in anxious impatience, the fulfillment of their 
prognostics. But the untoward planet pertinacious^ cod- 
tfnued her coiu'se, notwithstanding that she had reasoU) 
philosophy, and a whole university of learned professois 
opposed to her conduct The philosophers took this m 
very ill part, and it is thought they would never have par- 
doned die slight and affront which they conceived put 
upon them by the world, had not a goodnatured professor 
kindly officiated as a mediator between the parties, and 
eflfeeted a mconciliadon. 
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Findkig the world would not accommodate itself to tha 
theory, be wisely determined to accommodate the theory 
to the world : he therefore informed his brother philoso«> 
phersy that the drcular motion of the earth round the suit 
was no sooner engendered by the conflicting inqnllsoft 
above described, than it became a r^plar revolulicm, inde-^ 
pendent c^ the causes which gave it origin. His leaned 
brethren readily joined in the opinion^ being heartily glad 
of any e:q>lanation that would decently extricate them from 
embarrassment— and ever since that memorable era the 
world' has been left to take her own course, and to revolve 
around the sun in such orbit as she thinks proper. 



CHAPTER II. 

Qomogontf, or 'Creation ofikt fVbrid; wUh a midiMude of excels 
lent Theorm, 6y which the Creaium of a World is ihown to he^ 
jio. 9uch diffimU maUwr as eommon. Folks would imagine, 

Havudg thus^ briefly introduoed my reader to the worlds 
and gi^cn* him some idea of its form and situation,, he will 
naturally be cuiious to know from whence it came, and 
how it waS'Created^ And indeed the clearing up of these 
points is absolutely essential to my history, inasmuch as if 
dus world had not been formed, it is more than probable^ 
that this renowned' island^ on which is situated the city of 
New^Yorky would never ba^e had an existence. The 
regidxr coume of my history, therefore, requires thai I 
filbocdd pmceed to notice the cosmogony or formation of 
this our globe. 

And now I give my readers fair warning, that I am 
about to plunge for a chapter or two, into as complete a 
labyrintli as ever historian was perplexed withal ; there- 
fore, I advise them to take fiist hold of my skirts, and keep 



\ 



8 HISTORY OF 

close at my heels, venturing neither to the right hand nor 
to the left, lest they get bemired in a slough of unintelligi- 
ble learning, or have their brains knocked out by some 
of those hard Gbreek names which will be flying about in 
all directions. But should any of them be too indolent or 
chicken-hearted to accompany me in this perilous under- 
taking, they had better take a short cut rounds and wait 
for me at the beginning of some smoother chapter. 

Of the creation of the world, we have a thousand con- 
tradictory accounts; and though a very satisfactory one 
is furnished by divine revelation, yet every philosopher 
feels himself in honour bound to furnish us with a better. 
As an impartial historian, I consider it my duty to notice 
their several theories, by which mankind have been so ex* 
ceedingly edified and instructed. 

Thus it was the opinion of certain ancient sages, that 
the earth and the whole system of the universe, was the 
deity himself; * a doctrine most strenuously maintained 
by Zenophanes and the whole tribe of Eleadcs, as also by 
Strato and the sect of peripatetic philosophers. Pytha- 
goras likewise inculcated the famous numerical system <rf 
Uie monad, dyad, and tryad ; and by means of his sacred 
quaternary elucidated the formation of the world, the 
arcana of nature, and the principles both of music and 
morals. -|* Other sages adhered to the mathematical system 
of squares and triangles ; the cube, the pyramid, and the 
sphere ; the tetrahedon, the octahedron, the icosahedroD) 
and the dodecahedron. { While others advocated the 
great elementary theory, which refers the construction rf 
our globe and all that it contains, to the combinations of 
four material elements, air, earth, fire, and water; with 



* Arifltot. ap. Cic. lib. L cap. 3. 

f Aristot Metaph, lib. i. c. 5. Idem de Ccelo, L iii. c. 1. Rousseatt, 
Hem. sur. Musique Anden. p. 39. Plutarch de Plac. Philos. lib. i. cap. S, 
$ Tim. Locr. ap. Plato, t iii, p. 90. 
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^e assistance of » fifth, an nnmaterial and vivifying prin* 
eiple. 

Nor must I omit to mention the great atomic system 
taught by oid Mosohus before the siege of Troy ; revived 
by Democritus of laughing memory ; improved by ^i" 
CUIUS, that king of good fellows ; and modernised by the 
fenciftd Desc^artes. But I decline inquiring, whether the 
atoms, of which the earth is said to be composed, are 
eternal or recent; whether they are animate or inanimate; 
whether, agreeably to the opinion of Atheists, they were 
fortuitously aggregated ; or, as the Theists maintain, were 
arranged by a supreme intelligence. * Whether, in fact, 
the earth be an insensate clod, or whether it be animated 
by a soul ; *j- which opinion was strenuously maintained by 
fL host of philosophers, at the head of whom stands di^ 
great Plato, that temperate sage, who threw the cold 
water of philosophy on the form of sexual intercourse, and 
inculcated the 4octrine of Platonic love-*an exquisitely 
refined intercourse, but much better adapted to the ideld 
inhabitants of his imaginary island of Adands, than to the 
sturdy race, composed of rebellious flesh and blood, whic^ 
populates the litde matter of fact island we inhabit, 

Besides these systems, we have, moreover, the poetical 
t^ogony of old Hesiod, who generated the whole universe 
m the regular mode of procreation, and the- plausible opi*? 
moa of others, that the earth was hatdied from the great 
4bgg a£ nigirt, which floated in chaos, and was cracked by. 
die honis of the celestial bidl. To illustrate this last doe* 
trine, Burnet, in his theory of the.eardi, | has ]&voured 
«is with an accurate drawing and description, both of the 



* Aristot. Nat. Auscqit I. ii. cap. 6. Aristoph. Metaph. lib. i. cap. 3^ 
Cic. de Nat. Deor. lib. L cap. 10. Justin Mart. Oral, ad Gent p 20, 

f Mosbeim in Cudw. lib. i. cap. 4. Tim de Anim. Mimd. ap. 
Plat. lib. iii. Hem. de TAcad. des Belles Lettres, t. xxxii. p. 19 et aL 
X Book i. ish. $• 
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fenn and texture of this mundane egg ; which is found to 
bear a near resemblance to that of a goose. Such of my 
readers as take a proper interest in the origin of this our 
phmet, will be pleased to learn, that the most profound 
sages of antiquity, among the Egyptians, Chaldeans, Per- 
sians, Chreeks, and Latins, have alternately assisted at the 
hatching of this strange bird; and that their cacklings 
have been caught, and continued, in different tones and 
inflections, from philosopher to philosopher, unto the pre- 
sent day. 

But while briefly noticing long celebrated systems of 
ancient sages, let me not pass over, with neglect, those of 
other philosophers ; which, though less universal and re- 
nowned, have equal claims to attention, and equal chance 
for correctness. Thus it is recorded by the Brahmins, in 
the pages of their inspired Shastah, that the angel Bist- 
noo, transformed himself into a great boar, plunged into 
the watery abyss, and brought up the earth on his tusks. 
Then issued from him a mighty tortoise, and a mighty 
snake ; and Bistnoo placed the snake erect upon the back 
of the tortoise, and he placed the earth upon the head of 
the snake. ♦ 

The negro philosophers of Congo affirm, that the world 
was made by the hands of angels, excepting their own 
country, which the Supreme Being conslmcted himself, 
that it might be supremely excellent. And he took great 
pains with the inha})itants, and made them very black and 
beautiful ; and when he had fiinshed the first man, he was 
well pleased with him, and smoothed him over the face, 
and hence his nose, and the nose of all his descendants, 
became flat 

The Mohawk philosophers tell us, that a pregnant 
woman fell down from heaven, and that a tortoise took 



• HolwelL Gent. Philosophy. 



NEW- YORK. 1 1 

her upon its back, because every place was covered with 
water; and, that the woman, sitting upon the tortoise, 
paddled with her hands in the water, and raked up the 
earth, whence it finally happened that the earth became 
higher than the water. ♦ 

But I forbear to quote a number more of these ancient 
and outlandish philosophers, whose deplorable ignorance, 
in despite of all their erudition, compelled them to write 
in languages which but few of my readers can understand ; 
and I shall proceed briefly to notice a few more intelligible 
and fiishionable theories of their modern successors. 

And first I shall mention the great Buffon, who conjec- 
tures that this globe was originally a globe of liquid fire, 
scintillated fi:om the body of the sun, by the percussion o£ 
a comet, as a spark is generated by the collision of flint 
and steel. That at first it was surrounded by gross va- 
pours, which cooling and condensing in process of time, 
constituted, according to their densities, earth, water, and 
air; which gradually arranged themselves, according to 
their respective gravities, round the burning or vitrified 
mass, that formed their centre. 

Hutton, on the contrary, supposes that the waters at 
first were universally paramount ; and he terrifies himself 
with the idea that the earth must be eventually washed 
away, by the force of rain, rivers, and mountain torrents, 
until it is confounded with the ocean, or, in other words, 
absolutely dissolves into itself. — Sublime idea ! far sur- 
passing that of the tender-hearted damsel of antiquity, 
who wept herself into a fountain ; or the good dame of 
Narbonne in France, who, for a volubility of tongue 
unusual in her sex, was doomed to peel five hundred 
thousand and thirty-nine ropes of onions, and actually ran 



* Johannes Megapolensis, jun. Account of Maquaas or Mohawk 
Indians, 1644. 
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out at hei' eyes, before half the hideous task was accOE^ 
plished. 

Whiston, the same higenious philosopher who rivalled 
Ditton in his researches after the longitude, (for which the 
mischief-loving Swift discharged oh their heads a most 
savoury stanza,) has distinguished himself by a very ad- 
inirable theory respecting the earth. He conjectures that 
it was originally a chaotic cotnet^ which, being selected for 
the abode of man, was removed from its eccentric orbit) 
and whirled round the sun in its present regular motion; 
by which change of direction, order succeeded to confii- 
si(m in the arrangement of its component parts. The 
philosopher adds, that the deluge was produced by an 
uiicourteous salute from the watery tail of another comet $ 
doubde^s through sheer envy of its improved condition t 
thus, ftunishing a melancholy proof that jealousy may pre- 
vail, even among the heavenly bodies, and discord inter* 
rupt that celestial harmony of the spheres, so melodiously 
sung by the poets. 

But I pass over a variety of excellent theories, among 
which are those of Burnet, and Woodward, and White- 
hurst ; regretting extremely that my time will not suffer 
me to give them the notice they deserve — And shall con- 
clude with that of the renowned Dr. Darwin. This 
learned Theban, who is as much distinguished fof rhyme 
as reason, and for goodnatured credulity as serious research^ 
and who has recommended himself wonderfidly to the good 
graces of the ladies, by letting them into all the gallantries, 
amours, debaucheries, and other topics of scandal of the 
court of Flora ; has fallen upon a theory worthy of his 
combustible imagination. According to his opinion, the 
huge mass of chaos took a sudden occasion to explode, 
like a barrel of gunpowder, and^ in that act, exploded the 
sun — rwhich in its flight by a similar convulsion, exploded 
the earth — ^which in like guise exploded the moon-— and 
thus, by a concatenation of explosions, the whole solar 
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B^steaak wto produced, and set most sSfstematically id 
inotion I ♦ 

By the great variety of theories her^ alluded to, every 
one of which, if thoroughly examined, will be found 8uf-< 
prisingly consistent in all its parts; my unlearned readers 
will perhaps be led to conclude, that the creation of a 
World is not so difficult It task as they at first imagined^ 
I have shown at least a score of ingenious methods in 
Which a world could be constructed | and, I have no 
doubt, that had any of the philosophers above quoted, the 
use of a good manageable comet, find the philosophical 
wardhouse, chaasi at his command, he would engage td 
' manufacture a planet as good, or if you would take his 
word for it, better than this we inhabit. 

And here I cannot help noticing the kindness of provi** 
denee, in creating comets for the great relief of bewildered 
philosophers. By their assistance more sudden evolutions 
and transitions are effected in the system of nature, than 
are wrought in a pantomimic exhibition, by the wonderr< 
Working sWord of , harlequin, j^ould one of our modem 
sages, in his theoretical flights among the stars, ever find 
himself lost in the<clouds, and in danger of tumbling into 
the abyss of nonsense and absurdity^ he has but to seize ^ 
comet by the beard, mount astride of its tail, and away h€l 
gallops in triumph, like an encluoiter on his hippogriff, ot 
a Connecticut ¥dtch On her broomstick, << to sweep the 
cobwebs out of the sky/* 

It is ail old and vulgar isaying, about a ^< beggar on 
horseback,'' which I would not for the world have applied 
to these reverend philosophers ; but I must confess, that 
some of them, when they are mounted on one of those 
fiery steeds, are as wild in their curvettings as was Phaetoil 
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of yore, when he aspired to manage the chariot of Phoe* 
bus. One drives his comet at full speed against the sun^ 
and knocks the world out of him with the mighty concus- 
sion ; another more moderate, makes his comet a kind of 
beast of burden, carrying the sun a regular supply of food 
and fagots; a third, of more combustible disposition, 
threatens to throw his comet, like a bombshell into the 
world, and blow it up like a powder magazine ; while a 
fourth) with no great delicacy to this planet, and its in- 
habitants, insinuates that some day or otherf his comet— 
my modest pen blushes while I write it — ^shall absolutely turn 
tail upon our world and deluge it with water ! — Surely, as 
I have already observed, comets were bountifidly provided 
by providence for the benefit of philosophers, to assist 
them in manufacturing theories. 

And now, having adduced several of the most prominent 
theories that occur to my recollection, I leave my judici- 
ous readers at Ml liberty to choose among them. They 
are all serious speculations of learned men — all di£Fer essen- 
tially from each other— and all have the same title to be- 
lief. It has ever been the task of one race of philosophers 
to demolish the works of their predecessors, and elevate 
more splendid fantasies in their stead, which, in their turn, 
are demolished and replaced by the air-castles of a suc- 
ceeding generation. Thus, it would seem that knowledge 
and genius, of which we make such great parade, consist 
but in detecting the errors and absurdities of those who 
have gone before, and devising new errors and absurdities, 
to be detected by those who are to come after us. The- 
ories are the mighty soap-bubbles, with which the grown- 
up children of science amuse themselves ; while the honest 
vulgar stand gazing in stupid admiration, and dignify these 
learned vagaries with the name of wisdom ! — Surely So- 
crates was right in his opinion, that philosophers are but a 
soberer sort of madmen, busying themselves in things to- 
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tally incomprehensible) or which, if they could be com- 
prebendedy would be found not worthy the trouble of dis- 
covery. 

For my own part, until the learned have come to an 
agreement among themselves, I shall content myself with 
the account handed down to us by Moses ; in which I do 
but follow the example of our ingenious neighbours of 
Connecticut; who at their first settlement proclaimed, 
that the colony should be governed by the laws of God— » 
until they had time to make better. 

One thing however appears certain— from the unani- 
mous authority of the before quoted philosophers, sup- 
ported by the evidence of our own senses, (which, though 
very apt to deceive us, may be cautiously admitted as ad- 
ditional testimony,) it appears, I say, and I make the as-^ 
sertion deliberately, without fear of contradiction, that this 
globe really was created^ and that it is composed of land 
and water. It fiirther appears that it is curiously divided 
9nd parcelled out into continents and islands, among which 
I boldly declare the renowned island of new-york will' 
be found by any one who seeks for it in its proper place. 



CHAPTER IIL 

How Jar that famous Navigator^ Noah, mas shamefuU^ nick'- 
named; and how he committed an unpardonable oversight in 
. not having Four Sons: with the great trouble of Philosophers 
caused thereby, and the Discovery of America. 

Noah, who is the first sea-&ring man we read of, begat 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet. Authors it is true 
are not wanting, who affinn that the patriarch had a num- 
ber of otlier children. Thus Berosus makes him &ther 
of the gigantic Titans, Methodius gives him a son called 
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Jonithiis, or Jonicas, (who was the first inventor of Johnny 
cakes,) and others have mentioned a sop, named Thuiscon, 
from whom descended the Teutons or Teutonic, or in 
other words the Dutch nation. 

I regret exceedingly that the nature of my plan will not 
permit me to gratify the laudable curiosity erf my readers, 
by investigating minutely the history of the great Noah, 
Indeed suqh an undertaking would be attended with more 
trouble than many people would imagme; for the good 
old patriarch seems to have been a great traveller in hk 
day, and to have passed under a different name in every 
country that he visited. The Chaldeans for instance give 
lis his story, merely altering hi^ name into Xisuthrus-^ 
a trivial alteration, which, to an historian skilled in etj" 
mologies, will appear wholly unimportant. It appears 
likewise, that he had exchanged his tarpawling and qua- 
drant among the Chaldeans, for the gorgeous insignia of 
royalty, and appears as a monarch in their annals. The 
Egyptians celebrate him under the name of Osiris; the 
Indians as Menu; the Greek and Roman writers con^ 
found him with Ogyges, and the Theban with Deucalion 
and Saturn. But the Chinese, who deservedly rank ar 
mong the most extensive and authentic historians, inas- 
much as they have known the world much longer than 
any one else, declare that Noah was no other than Fohi; 
and what gives this assertion some air of credibility is, 
that it is a fact, admitted by the most enlightened literati, 
that Noah travelled into China, at the time of the building 
of the tower of Babel, (probably to improve himself in the 
Study of languages,) and the learned Dr. Shuckford gives 
\is the additional information, that the ark rested on a 
mountain tm the ^ontiers of China. 

From* this mass of rational conjectures and gage hypo^ 
theses, many satis&ctory deductions might be drawn ; but 
I shall content myself with the simple fact stated in the 
Pible, viz. that j^oah hegat three sons, l^em, Ham, and 
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Japhet. It is astonii^ii^' <m wlial; remote and obscure 
eontingeiicies tjie great atibirs of this woild dq>aid, and 
how events the most distant and to the commop obsenrer 
unconnected, are inevitably copsequent the one to the 
other. It remains to the philosophy to discover these 
mysterious affinities, and it is the proudest triumph of hii 
skill, to detect and drag forlli some latent chain of causa^^ 
tion, which at first sight appears a paradox to the ineKpe- 
rieneed observer. Thus many of my readers uriil doidbt* 
less wonder, what connexion the i^miily of Noah can pos* 
siUy have with this history'^— and many will stare when 
infoirmed, that the whole history of this quarter of the 
niroiid has taken its diaracter and course, fiom the simple 
circumstance of t^ patriarch's having but three scms^-^ 
but to explain. 

Noah, we are told by sundry very credible historians, 
becoming sole surviving heir and proprietor of the earth, 
in fee suniple, a&er the deluge, like a good father portioned 
out his estate among his diildren. To Shem he gav« 
Asia, to Ham, Africa, and to Japhet, Europe. Noiv it is 
a thousand times to be lamented that he had but three 
sons, for had there been a fourth, he would doubtless have 
ixdierited America; which of course would have be^i 
fragged forth from ks obscurity on the occasion; and 
thus many a hard working historian and phUosopfaer 
would have been spared a prodigious mass of weary coor 
jecture, respecting the first discovery and population of 
this country. Noah, however, having provided for his 
tlMree sons, looked, in all probability, upon our country as 
mere wild, unsettled land, and said nothing about it, an4 
to this unpardonable tackumity of the patriarch may we 
ascribe the misfortune, that America did not come into 
the world, as early as the other quarters of Uie globe. 

It is true, some writers have vindicated him fi*om this 
misconduct towards posterity, and asserted that he really 
did dispover America. Thus it was the opinion of M^k 

C 
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Lescarbot, a French writer, possessed of that pondei'osity 
of thought, and profoundness of reflection, so peculiar to 
his nation, that the immediate descendants of Noah peo- 
pled this quarter of the globe, and that the old patriarch 
himself who still retained a passion for the sea&ring Ufe, 
superintended the transmigration. The pious and enlightr 
ened &ther Charlevoix, a French Jesuit, remarkable for 
his aversion to the marvellous, common to all great travel- 
lers, is conclusively of the same opinion ; nay, he goes still 
fiuther, and decides upon the manner in which the dis- 
covery was effected, which was by sea, and under the im- 
mediate direction of the great Noah. << I have already 
observed,'' exclaims the good &ther in a tone of becoming 
indignation, << that it is an arbitrary supposition that the 
grandchildren of Noah were not able to penetrate into 
die new world, or that they never thought of it. In ef- 
fect, I can see no reason that can justify such a notion. 
Who can seriously believe, that Noah and his immediate 
descendants knew less^. than we do, and that the builder 
and pilot of the greatest ship that ever was, a ship which 
was formed to traverse an unbounded ocean, and had so 
many shoals and quicksands to guard against, should be 
ignorant of, or should not have communicated to his de- 
scendants the art of sailuig on the ocean ? Therefore they 
did sail on the ocean — therefore they sailed to America— 
therefore America was discovered by Noah !" 

Now all this exquisite chain of reasoning, which is so 
strikingly characteristic of the good father, being addressed 
to the faith, rather than the understanding, is flatly op^ 
posed by Hans de Laet, who declares it a real and most 
ridiculous paradox, to suppose that Noah ever entertained 
the thought of discovering America; and as Hans is a 
Dutch writer, I am inclined to believe he must have been 
- much better acquainted with the worthy crew of the ark 
than his competitors, and of course possessed of more ac- 
curate sources of information. It is astonishing how inti* 
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mate historians do daily become with the patriarchs and 
other great men of antiquity. As intimacy improves with 
time, and as the learned are particularly inquisitive and 
famihar in their acqudntance with the andents, I should 
not be surprised, if some future writers should gravely 
give us a picture of men and manners as they existed be-> 
fore the flood, iar more copious and accurate than the 
Bible ; and that, in the course of another century, the log- 
book of the good Noah should be as current among his- 
torians, as the voyages of Captain Cook, or the renowned 
history of Robinson Crusoe. 

I shall not occupy my time by discussing the huge mass 
of additional suppositions, conjectures, and probabilities 
respecting the first discovery of tiiis country, with which 
unhappy historians overload themselves, in dieir endeav- 
ours to satisfy the doubts of an incredulous world. It is 
painfiil to see these laborious wights panting and toiling, 
and sweating under an enormous burden, at the very out- 
set of their works, which on being opened, turns out to be 
nothing but a mighty bundle of straw. As, however, by 
unwearied assiduity, they seem to have established the fact, 
to the satis&ction of all the world, that this country has 
been discovered^ I shall avail myself of their usefiil labours 
to be extremely brief upon this point. 

I shall not therefore stop to inquire, whether America 
was first discovered by a wandering vessel of that cele- 
brated Phcenician fleet, which, according to Herodotus, 
circumnavigated Africa; or by that Carthaginian expedi- 
tion, which PUny, the naturalist, informs us, discovered 
the Canary Islands ; or whether it was settied by a tempo- 
rary colony firom Tyre, as hinted by Aristotie and Seneca. 
I shall neither inquire whether it was first discovered by 
the Chinese, as Vossius with great shrewdness advances, 
nor by the Norwegians in 1002, under Biom; nor by 
Behemji the .German navigator, as Mr. Otto has endeav* 
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oured to prov^ to the s9aTans of the learned city of Philfl- 
delphia. 

Nor shall I investigate the more modem claims of the 
Welsh, founded on the vojrage of Prince Madoc in the' 
deventh century, who haring nerer returned, it has sinoe 
been wisdiy concluded that he must have gone to America^ 
and that for a plain reason-^if he did not go there, where 
else cotdd he have gone?-^a question which^ most Socra- 
tically, shuts out all further dispute. 

Laying aside, therefore, all the conjectures above-men- 
tioned, with a multitude of others, equally satis&ctory, I 
shall take for granted the Vulgar . opinion, that America 
was discovered on the 12th of October, 1492, by Christo- 
vallo Ccdon, a Genoese^ who has been clumsily nick-named 
Columbus, but for what reason I cannot discern. Of the 
voyages and adventures of this Colon, I shall say nothing, 
seeing that they are already sufficiently known. Nor shall 
I undertake to prove that this country should have been 
called Colonia, after his name, that being notoriously self- 
evident. 

Having thus happily got my readers on this side of the 
Atlantic, I picture them to myself, all impatience to enter 
upon the enjoyment of the land of promise, and in fidl ex- 
pectation that I will immediately deliver it into their po9* 
session. But if I do, may I ever forfeit the reputation of 
a regular bred historian. No— no— -most curious and 
thrice learned readers, (for thrice learned ye are if ye hsLtt 
read all that has gone before, and nine times learned shall 
ye be, if ye read that comes afier,) we have yet a world of 
work before us. Think you the first discoverers of ibk 
fidr quarter of the globe, had nothing to do but go on 
shoi^ and find a country ready laid out and cultivated 
like a garden, wherein they niight revel at their eas^ ? Nb 
such thing-^ihey had forests to cut down, underwood to 
grub up, marshes to drain, and savages to exterminate. 
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In like nuamer^ I have sundry doubts to clear away^ 
quesdons to reserve, und pluradoxes to explain, before I 
p^mut you to rahge at random ; but these difficulties once 
oVeroome, we shall be enabled to jog on right merrily 
throu^ the rest of our history. Thus my work shall, in 
a manner, echo the nateite of the subject, in the same 
manner as the sound of pdetry has been found by certain 
durewd critics, to etho the sense-^this being an improve- 
mient in history, which I claim the merit of having in- 
vented* 



CHAPTER IV. 

Showing the great difficuliy Philosophers have had in peopling 
America — and how the Aborigines came to be begotten by acci* 
dent, to the great relief and sdti^action of the Anihor, 

The hext inquiry at which we arrive in the regular 
course of our history, is to ascertain^ if possible^ how this 
country was originally peofded ; a point fruitful of incredi- 
ble embarrassments ; for unless we prove that the aborigi- 
nes did absolutely Come from somewhere, it will be im- 
mediately asaeH;^ in this age of scepticbm^ that they did 
not oome at all; and if they did not come at all, then Was 
thi^ cdiintry never popukted-^^a conclusion perfectly agree- 
Mb to the rates of Ibgic^ but wholly irreconcileaUe to 
every feeling <^ humanity^ inasmuch as it must ityllogisti- 
cally prove fatal to the immmerable aborigines of this po- 
pvuoub regiDil^ 

Tb avert ao dire a sqphism, and to rescue frcmi logiciEd 
annihiUfion so many millions of £^ow-creatures, how 
many wings of geese hate been plundered I what oceans 
of ink have beiui benei^oleikily dndiied I and how many 
capacious heada of learned historians hava been addled and 
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for ever confounded ! I pause with reverential awe, when 
I contemplate the ponderous tomes in different languages^ 
with which they have endeavoured to solve this question, 
so important to the happiness of society, but so inv<d- 
ved in clouds of impenetrable obscurity. Historian af- 
ter historian has engaged in the endless circle of hypo- 
thetical argument, and after leading us a weary chace 
through octavos, quartos, and folios, has let us out at the 
end of his work, just as wise as we were at the beginning. 
It was doubdess some philosophical wild-goose chase of 
the kind, that made the old poet M acrobius rail in such 8 
passion at curiosity, which he anathematizes most heartily,' 
as <^ an irksome, agonizing care, a superstitious industry 
about unprofitable things, an itching humour to see what 
is not to be seen, and to be doing what signifies nothing 
when it is done." But to proceed : 

Of the claims of the children of Noah^ to the original 
population of this country, I shall say nothing, as they have 
already been touched upon in my last chapter. The claim- 
ants next in celebrity, are the descendants of Abraham. 
Thus Christoval Colon (vulgarly called Columbus) when 
he first discovered the gold mines of EQspaniola imjnedi- 
ately concluded, with a shrewdness that would have done 
honour to a philosopher, that he had found the ancient 
Ophir, fi^om whence Solomon procured the gold for em- 
bellishing the temple at Jerusalem : nay. Colon even ima- 
gined that he saw the remains of furnaces of veritable He- 
braic construction, employed in refining the precious ore. 

So golden a conjecture, tinctured with such &scinating 
extravagance, was too tempting not to be immediately 
snapped at by the gudgeons of learning; and accordingly, 
there were divers profound writers, ready to swear to its 
correctness, and to bring in their usual load of authorities, 
and wise surmises, wherewithal to prop it up. Vatablus 
and Robertus Stephens declared nothing could be more 
clear : Arius Montanus, without the least hesitation, asserts 
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that Mexico was the true Ophir, and the Jews the early 
settlers of the country ; while Possevin, Becan, and several 
other sagacious writers, li^ in a supposed prophecy of the 
fourth book of Esdras, which being inserted in the mighty 
hypothesis, like the key-stone of an arch, gives it in their 
opinion, perpetual durability. 

Scarce, however, have they completed their goodly 
superstructure, than in trudges a phalanx of opposite au- 
thors, with Hans de Laet the great Dutchman at their 
head ; and at one blow, tumbles the whole fabric about 
their ears. Hans, in fact, contradicts outright all the 
Israelitish claims to the first settlements of this country, 
attributing all those equivocal symptoms, and traces of 
Christianity and Judaism, which have been said to be 
found in divers provinces of the New World, to the Devil, 
who has always affected to counterfeit the worship of the 
true Deity. " A remark," says the knowing old Padre 
d'Acosta, *^ made, by all good authors who have spoken 
of the religion of nations newly discovered, and founded 
besides on the authority of the^^Acr* of the church" 

Some writers again, among whom it is with great regret 
I am compelled to mention Lopez de Gomara, and Juan 
de Leri, insinuate that the Canaanites, being driven from 
the land of promise by the Jews, were seized with such a 
panic that they fled without looking behind them, until 
stopping' to take breath, they foimd themselves safe in 
America. As they brought neither their national lan- 
guage, manners, nor features, with them, it is supposed 
Aey left; them behind in the hurry of their flight I can- 
not give my &ith to this opinion. 

I pass over the supposition of the learned Grotius, who 
being both an ambassador and a Dutchman tol)oot, is 
entitled to great respect ; that North America was peopled - 
by a strolling company of Norwegians, and that Peru was 
founded by a colony from China^— Manco, or Mungo Ca- 
pac, the first Incas, being himself a Chinese. Nor shall I 
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more than barely m^itioiif that ftther Kircher ascribes 
th^ settlement of America to the fjgypdans, Budbeck to 
the Scandinavians, Cbarron to the Gauls, Juffredus Petri 
to a skaidng party from Friesland, Miliiis to the Cdtae, 
Mariiu>cus the l^icilian to the Romans, Le Comte to (he 
Phcenicians, Postel to the Moors, Martin d'Apg^ria to 
the Abyssinians, together with the sage surmise of De 
Laet, that England, Ireland, and the Orcades may foa- 
t^id for that honour. 

Nor will I bestow any ftiore attention or credit to die 
idea that America is the &iry region of Zipangri, described 
b^ that dreaming traveller Marco Polo the Venetian; or 
that it comprises the visionary idapd of Adahtis, described 
by Plato. Neither will I stop to investigate the heathenr 
}sh assertion^ of Paracelsus, that each hemisphere of die 
^be was originally furnished with an Adam and Eve ; or 
the more flattering opinion of Dr. Romayne, supported 
by many nameless authcmties, that Adam was of the In- 
dian race ; or the startling conjecture c^ Buffbn, Helvedus, 
and Darwin, so highly honourable to mankind, that the 
whole human species is accidentally descended Gram a re- 
markable family of monkeys ! 

This last eonjeetiure, I must own, came upon me verf 
suddenly and very ungracioudy. I have often bdbeld the 
clown in a pantomime, while gazing in stupid wonder af 
the extravagant gambols of a harlequin, all at once elec- 
trified by a sudden stroke of the wooden sword across bis 
shoulders. Little did I think at such times, that it would 
ever fall to my lot to be treated with equal discourtesy, 
and that while I was quiedy beholding these grave phikk 
sophers emulating the eccentric trans£9rmations of the hero 
of pantomime, they would on a sudden turn upon me and 
my readers, and with cme hypothetical flourish metamor^ 
phose us into beasts ! I determined from that moment 
not to bum my fingers with any more c^ their thecnies, 
but content myself with detailing die difierent methods by 
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which they transported the descendants of these ancient 
and respectable monkeys, to this great field of thf^retical 
warfere. 

This was done either by migrations by land or trans-^ 
migrations by water. Thus Padre Joseph d'Acosta enu- 
merates three passages by land, first by the north of Eu- 
rope, secondly by the north of Asia, and thirdly by region3 
southward of the straits of Magellan. The learned Grotius 
marches his Norwegians by a pleasant route across fi*ozen 
rivers and arms of the sea, through Iceland, Greenland, 
Estotiland, and Naremberga. And various writers, among 
whom are Angleria, De Horim, and Bufibn, anxious for 
the accommodaticHi of these travellers, have fastened the 
two continents together by a strong chain of deductions— 
by which means they could pass over dryshod. But should 
even this fail, Pinkerton, that industrious old gentleman, 
who compiles books, and manufactures Geographies, has 
constructed a natural bridge of ice, fi-om continent to con- 
tinent, at the distance of four or five miles fi-om Behring's 
straits — for which he is entitled to the gratefiil thanks of 
all the wandering aborigines who ever did or ever will 
pass over it. 

It is an evil much to be lamented, that none of the wor- 
thy writers above quoted, could ever commence his work, 
without immediately declaring hostilities against every 
writer who had treated of the same subject. Ip. this par- 
ticular, authors may be compared to a certain sagacious 
bird, which in building its nest is sure to pull to pieces the 
nests of all the birds in its neighbourhood. This unhappy 
propensity tencls grievously to impede the progress of 
sound knowledge. Theories are at best but brittle pro- 
ductions, and when onpe committed to the stream, they 
should take care that like the notable pot$ which were fel- 
low-voyagers, they do not crack each other. 

For my part, when 1 beheld the sages 1 have quoted 
gravely accounting for unaccountable things, aiid4i$qours- 

D 
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ing dius wiitely about matters for ever hidden from dieir 
eyes, like a blihd man descnbing the glories of li^t, and 
the beauty and harmony of colours, I fell back in astoD- 
ishihent at the amazing extent of human ii^enuity. 

If, cried I to myself, these learned men can weave wfaok 
systems oiit of nothinjg, what would be their productkot 
were they furnished with substahtial materials^— if they can 
argue and dispute thus ingeniously about subjects beyond 
their knowledge, what would be the profundity of their 
observations, did they but know what they were talking 
about! Should old Rhadamanthus, when he comes to 
;iecide upon their conduct while on earth, have the least 
idea of the usefulness of their labours, he will undoubtedlj 
class them with those notorious wise men of Gotham^ who 
ihilked a bull, twisted a rope of sand, and wove a velvet 
purse from a sow's ear^ 

My chief surprise is, that among the many writers i 
have noticed, no one has attempted to prove that this 
country was peopled from the moon— or that the first in- 
habitants floated hither on islands of ice, as white bears 
cruize about the northern oceans — or that they were con- 
veyed hither by balloons, as modem aeronauts pass firom 
Dover to Calais— or by witchcraft, as Simon Magus posted 
among the stars — or after the manner of the renowned 
Scythian Abaris, who like the New-England witches on 
full-blooded broomsticks, made most^unlieard-of joumeys 
on the back of a golden iirrow, given him by the Hyper- 
borean Apollo. 

But there is still ohe mode left by which this covintej 
could have been peopled, which I have reserved for the 
last, because I consider it worth all the rest ; it is — by ac- 
cident ! Speaking of the islands of Solomon, New-Gid^ea, 
and New-Holland, the profound father Charlevoix ob- 
serves, " in fine, all these countries are peopled, and it U 
posatbky some have been so by accident. Now if it could 
have happened in that manner, why might it hot have been 
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at the tarn Hmt and by the 9am mwm^ with the a^her p^rts 
5rf thf( ^lohe ?' This in^nious mocle of deducuig qqrt^ 
condimions firpm possible premises, is an improvement in 
l^yl|qgistic skill, aiid proves the good &ther superior even 
to Archimedes, for he can torn the world without any 
thing to rest his lever upon. It is only surpassed by the 
dexterity with which the sturdy old Jesuit, in another 
place, cuts the gordian knot — " Nothing," says he, " is 
more easy. The inhabitants of both hemispheres are cer- 
tainly the descendants of the same &ther. The common 
&ther of mankind received an express order from Heaven 
to people the world, and accordinghf it has been peopled* 
To bring this about, it was necessary to overcome all diffi- 
culties in the way, and they have also been overcqmeF* Pious 
Logician ! How does he put all the herd of laborious 
theorists to the blush, by explaining in five words, what 
it ha,ip( co^t' thefn ypjiumes fo prove they knew nothing 

They have Ippg been picking af, th(^ lo<;k, and fretttfig 
at ^e jatfj^h) \^ut th^ ho^^st i^er at OAce unlocks the door 
by bursting jit opei>, mA when hp bftjs i^ once a^jar, he is 
at fiill Ubfsrty tp pppr in as maiiy nations as he pleases. 
This prpyes tq a dewpnstratipn that a lit)tle piety is better 
thap PI. /car)b-}pa4 of philp$^phy> and is a practical Ulustra- 
tif}fi of that ^Msriptu^rol promisj^;;:^*' By faidi ye shall move 
mountaios.'' 

Fro^i ajl ikt^ authprifies here quoted, and a variety of 
q^kf^^ which I have .consisted, but which are omitted 
thnc^lgh fe^ pf fatiguipg the unlearned reader — I can 
only dr^YT ^ jGbUowing conclusions, which, luckily how- 
ever, «re sufficient for my purpose — First, That this part 
of the worid has n^ctuaUy been peopled (Q. E. D.) : to sup- 
port which, we have living proofs in the numerous tribes 
of Indies jthat inhabit it Secondly, That it Ijias been 
pe(q)lQd in five hundred diilferent ways, as proved by a 
ctaud /of autliQirs, vWj^o ftom the poativeness (^ their asser- 
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tions seem to have been eye-witnesses to the fact — ^Third- 
ly, That the people of this country had a variety offathen^ 
which as it may not be thought much to their credit by 
the common run of readers, the less we say on the subject 
the better. The question therefore, I trust, is for ever at 
rest. 



CHAPTER V. 

in which the Author puts a mighty Question to the rout, hy the 
assistance of the Man in the Moon — which not only deUven 
thousands of People Jrom great embarrassment, but likewise 
concludes this introductory hook. 

The writer of a history may, in some respects, be lik- 
ened unto an adventurous knight, who having undertaken 
a perilous enterprize, by way of establishing his fame, feels 
bound in honour and chivalry, to turn back for no diffi- 
culty nor hardship, and never to shrink or quail, whatever 
enemy he may encounter. Under this impression, I re- 
solutely draw my pen and fall to with might and maitij at 
those doughty questions and subtle paradoxes, which, like 
fiery dragons and bloody giants, beset the entrance to my 
history, and would fain repulse me from the very threshold. 
And at this moment a gigantic question has started up, 
which I must needs take by the beard and utterly subdue, 
before 1 can advance another step in my historic under- 
taking — ^but I trust this will be the last adversary I shall 
have to contend with, and that in the next book I shall be 
enabled to conduct my readers in triuipph into the body 
of my work. 

The question which has thus suddenly arisen, is. What 
right had the first discoverers of America to land and take 
possession of a country, without first gaining the consent 
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of its inhabitants, or jdelding them an adequate compen- 
sation for their territory? — a question which has withstood 
many fierce assaults, and has giyen much distress of mind 
to multitudes of kind-hearted folks. And indeed, until it 
be totally vanquished, and put to rest, the worthy people 
of America can by no means enjoy the soil they inhabit, 
with clear right and title, and quiet, unsullied consciences. 

The first source of right, by which property is acquired 
in a coimtry, is discovery. For as all mankind have an 
equal right to any thing, which has never before been ap- 
propriated ; so any nation, that discovers an uninhabited 
country, and takes possession thereof, is considered as en- 
joying full property, and absolute, unquestionable empire 
therein. * 

This proposition being admitted, it follows clearly, that 
the Europeans who first visited America, were the real 
discoverers of the same ; nothing being necessary to the 
establishment of this fact, but simply to prove that it was 
totally uninhabited by man. This woidd at first appear 
to be a point of some difficulty, for it is well known, that 
this quarter of the world abounded with certain animals, 
that walked erect on two feet ; had something of the hu- 
man countenance; uttered certain unintelligible sounds, 
very much like language ; in short, had a marvellous re- 
semblance to human beings. But the zealous and en- 
lightened fathers, who accompanied the discoverers, for 
the purpose of promoting the kingdom of heaven, by es- 
tablishing fiit monasteries and bishoprics on earth, soon 
cleared up this point, greatly to the satisfaction of his ho- 
liness the pope, and of all Christian voyagers and dis- 
coverers* 

They plainly proved, and as there were no Indian writ- 
ers arose on the other side, the feet was considered as fully 
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admitted and established, that the two legged race of ani- 
mals before mentioned, were mere cannibals, detestable 
monsters, and many of them giants; which last descriptiaii 
of vagrants have, since the times of Oog, Magc^, and 
Goliath^ been considered as outlaws, and have received no 
quarter in either history, chivalry, or song. Indeed, even 
the philosophic Bacon, declared the Americans to be peo- 
ple proscribed by the laws of nature, inasmuch as they 
had a barbarous custom of sacrificing men, and feeding 
upon man's flesh. 

Nor are these all the proofs of their utter barbarism; 
amcmg many other writers of discernment, UUoa tells us^ 
<< their imbecility is so visible, that one can hardly form 
an idea of them different from what one has of the brutes. 
Nothing disturbs the tranquillity of their souls, equally 
insensible to disasters and to prosperity. Though half 
naked, they are as contented as a monarch in his most 
splendid array. Fear makes no impression on them, and 
respect as little.'' — AJOi this is furthermore support(ed by 
the authority of M. Bouguer. ^f It is not easy," says he, 
^< to describe the d^ree of their indifference for ifealdi 
and all its advantages. One does not well know what 
motives to propose to them when one would persuade 
them to any service. It is vain to offer them money, they 
answer that they are not hungry." And Vanegas con- 
firms the whole, assuring us that << ambition they have 
none, and are more desirous (^ being tliought strpngithan 
valiant. The objects of ambition with us, honour, fiune, 
reputation, riches, posts, and distinctions, are unknown 
among them. So that this powerful spring of action, the 
cause of so much seeming good and real evil in the world, 
has no power over them. In a word, these unhappy mor- 
tals may be compared to children, in whom the develope- 
ment of reason is not completed." 

Now all these peculiarities, although in the imenlight- 
ened states of Greece, they would have entitled their pos- 
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sessoTS to inunortal honour, as having redilc^ to practice 
those rigid and abstemious niaxims^ the mere talking about 
whici^ acquired certain old Greeks the reputati<m of sages 
and philosophers ;«— yet were tihey clearly proved in the 
present instonce, to betoken a miost B>fagect and brutrfied 
nature, totally beneath the htunan character. But the be^ 
nevolent &thiers^ who had undertaken to turn these un- 
happy savages into dumb beasts, by dint of arguibsent, ad- 
vanced s^ stronger proofs ; for as certain di^dnes of the 
sixteenth century, and among the rest Lullus, affirm, the 
Americans go naked, and have no beards ! — << They have 
nothing," says Lullus, ^^ dTthe reasonable animal, except 
die liiask."— -And even that mask was allowed to avail 
dkem bat little, for it was soon found that they were of a 
tiideocts copper complexion — «md being of a cofqper com- 
plexion, it ivas all the same as if they were negroes — and 
itegro^ are black, << and black," said the pious &thers^ 
Aevotitly crossing theniselves, " is the colour of the devil f " 
T%ere£3i%, so far from being able to own property^ tliey 
liad no tight even to personal freedom, for liberty is too 
tBiS&Bait a deity, to inhabit siich gloomy temples. All whidi 
c^cmfostances plainly cottivinced the r^teous fc^owei^ of 
Cortes and Pizairo, that these miscrelmts had no title to 
th^ soQ that they &ifested— -tliat theiy were a perverse, illi- 
terate, dumb, beardless, black-seed — mere wild beasts ^f 
the forests, tod hke them dtioitid either be subdued or ex- 
tefrministted, 

Frotti t!he foregoing arguments, therefore, and a vari- 
dCy of others equally omclusiv^ whidi I forbear to -emi- 
-merlicle, it was clelEU'ly 'evident that this "ftlir quainter of the 
>^k>be, "when first visited Tby Europeans, was a howling 
wilderness, inhabited by nothing but wild beasts ; and 
thiit the trahsatlantic visitors acquired an incontrovertible 
property therein, by the right of discovery. 

This right being fiilly established, we now come to the 
next, which is the r^t acquired by adiivaiion. ^^ The 
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cultivation of the soil," we are told, " is an obligation im^ 
posed by nature on mankind. The whole world is ap^ 
pointed for the nourishment of its inhabitants : but it 
would be incapable of doing it, was it uncultivated. Every 
nation is then obliged by the law of nature to cultivate 
the ground that has &llen to its share. Those people, 
like the ancient Germans and modern Tartars, who, hav- 
ing fertile countries, disdain to cultivate the earthy and 
choose to live by rapine, are wanting to themselves, and 
deserve to be exterminated as savage and pernicious beasts" * 

Now it is notorious, that the savages knew nothing of 
agriculture, when first discovered by the Europeans, but 
lived a most vagabond, disorderly, unrighteous life,— 
rambling firom place to place, and prodigally rioting upon 
the spontaneous luxuries of nature, without tasking her 
generosity to yield them any thing more ; whereas it has 
been most unquestionably shown, that heaven intended 
the earth should be ploughed and sown, and manured, 
and laid out into cities, and towns, and farms, and coun- 
try seats, and pleasure grounds, and public gardens, all 
which the Indians knew nothing about — therefore they 
did not improve the talents providence had bestowed on 
them — therefore they were careless stewards — therefore 
they had no right to the soil— -therefore they deserved to 
be exterminated. 

It is true the savages might plead that they drew all 
the benefits fi*om the land which their simple wants re- 
quired — ^they found plenty of game to hunt, which, toge- 
ther with the roots and uncultivated fiiiits of the earth, 
furnished a suflBcient variety for their fi-ugal repasts; — 
and that as heaven merely designed the earth to iForm the 
abode, and satisfy the wants of man ; so long as those pur- 
poses were answered, the will of heaven was accomplished, 



* Vattd, b. i. c. 17. Sep likewise Grotius, Puffendorf, Ac. 



NEW-YORK, 33 

•*— But this orily proves how undeserving they were of the 
blessings around them— they were so much the more sa- 
vages for not having more wants; for knowledge is in 
$ome degree an increase of desires, and it is this superior 
rity both in the number and magnitude of his desires, 
that distinguishes the man from the beast Therefore the 
Indians, in not having more wants, were very unreason- 
able animals ; and it was but just that they shpuld make 
way for the Europeans, who had a thou^ai^d wapts tQ 
their one, and therefore would turn the earth to more 
account, and by cultivating it, more truly fulfil the will of 
heaven. Besides — Grotius and Lauterbach, and Pufienr 
dorf, and Titius, and many wise men beside, who have 
considered the matter properly, have detennined, that the 
property of a country cannot be acquired*by hunting, cut? 
ting wood, or drawing water in it — nothing but precise 
demarcation of limits, and the intention pf cultivation, ican 
establish the possession. Now as the sayages (probably 
from never having read the authors above quoted) had 
never complied with any of these necessary forms, it plainly 
followed that they had no right to the soil, but that it was 
completely at the disposal of the first comers, who had 
more knowledge, more wants, and more elegant, that is 
to say, artificial desires, than themselves. 

In entering upon a newly discovered, uncultivated coun- 
try, therefore, the new comers were but taking possession 
of what, according to the aforesaid doctrine, was their own 
property — therefore in opposing them, the savages were 
invading their just rights, infi*inging the immutable laws 
of nature, and counteracting the will of heaven — therefore 
they were guilty of impiety, burglary, and trespass on the 
case — ^therefore they were hardened offenders against God 
and man — therefore they ought to be exterminated. 

But a more irresistible right than either that I have men- 
tioned, and one which will be the most readily admitted 
by my reader, provided he be blessed with bowels of cha- 

E 
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rity and philanthropy, is the right acquired by civili^atioiL 
All the world knows the lamentable state in which these 
poor savages were found. Not only deficient in the com- 
forts of life, but what is still worse, most piteously and 
unfortunately blind to the miseries of their situation. Bat 
no sooner did the benevolent inhabitants of Eurc^ behdd 
their sad condition than they immediately went to wcA 
to ameliorate and improve it. They introduced among 
them rum, gin, brandy, and the other comforts of IBe — 
and it is astonishing to read how soon the poor savages 
learnt to estimate these blessings — ^they likewise made 
known to them a thousand remedies, by which the most 
inveterate diseases are alleviated and healed, and that 
they might comprehend the benefits and enjoy the com- 
forts of these medicines, they previously introduced among 
them the diseases which they were calculated to cure. By 
these and a variety of other methods was the condition of 
these poor savages wonderfully improved ; they acquired 
a thousand wants of which they had before been ignorant, 
and as he has most sources of happiness, who has most 
wants to be gratified, they were doubtlessly rendered a 
nmch happier race of beings. 

But the most important branch of civilization, and 
which has most strenuously been extolled, by the zealous 
and pious fathers of the Romish Church, is the introduc- 
tion of the Christian &ith. It was truly a sight that might 
well inspire horror, to behold these savages, stumbling 
among the dark mountains of paganism, and guilty of the 
most horrible ignorance of religion. It is true, they nei- 
ther stole nor defrauded ; they were sober, frugal, conti* 
nent, and faithful to their word ; but though they acted 
right habitually, it was all in vain, unless they acted so 
from precept. The new comers therefore used every me- 
thod, to induce them to embrace and practise the true re- 
ligion — except indeed that of setting them the example. 
But notwithstanding all these complicated labours for 
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th^ good, Mich was the unparalleled obstinacy of Jiiese 
stubborn wretches, that they ungratefully refused to ac*- 
knowledge the strangers as then* bene&ctors, and p^tfi^ 
ted in disbelieving the doctrines they endeavoured to in- 
culcate ; most insolently alleging, that from their conduct, 
the advocates of Christianity did not seem to believe in it 
themselves. Was not this too much for human patience? 
— would not one suppose, that the benign visitants from 
Europe, provoked at their incredulity, and discouraged 
by their stiff-decked obstinacy, would for ever have aban- 
doned their shores, and consigned them to their original 
ignorance and misery?— But no — so zealous were they to 
effect the temporal comfort and eternal salvation of these 
pagan in&dels, that they even proceeded from the milder 
];Qeans of persuasion to the more painful and troublesomie 
one of persecution — Let loose among them whole troops 
of fiery, monks ,9nd furious bloodhoiuids — purified them 
by fire oad sword,, by stake and &got; hi consequence of 
which indefatigable measures, the cause of Christian love 
and charity was so rapidly advanced, that in a very few 
years, not. one-fi&h of the number of unbelievers existed 
in South America, that were found there at the time of its 
discovery. 

What stronger right need the European settlers advance 
to the oquntry than this ? Have not whole nations of un- 
infi>rmed ..savages been, made acquainted with a thousand 
imperious wants and indispensable comforts, of which they 
were befiwe wholly ignorant — Have they not been literally 
hunted and smoked out of the dens and lurking places of 
ignorance and infidelity, and absolutely scourged into the 
right path ?— Have not the temporal things, the vaia bau- 
bles and filthy lucre ^f this world, which were too apt to. 
engage their worldly and selfish thoughts, been benevolently 
taken from them ; and have they not instead thereof, been 
taught to set their affections on things above ? — And final- 
ly, to use the words of a reverend Spanish father, in a let- 
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ter to his superior in Spain— « Cati ftny otie hdVe th^ 
pj*esumption to say, that these savage Pagans, have yield- 
ed any thing more than an inconsiderable recompense to 
dleir bene&ctors ; in surrendering to them a litde pitiful 
tract of this dirty sublunary planet^ in exchange fot a glo^ 
nous inheritance in the kingdom of Heaven !" 

Here then are three complete and undeniable sources 
of right established, any one of which was more than am- 
ple to establish a property in the newly discovered regions 
of America. Now, so it has happened in certain parts of 
this delightful quarter of the globe, that the right of dis- 
covery has been so strenuously asserted, the influence of 
cultivation so industriously extended, and the progress of 
salvation dnd civilization so zealously prosecuted; that, 
what with their attendant waj*s, persecutions, oppressions, 
diseases^ and other partial evils that often hang on the 
skirts of great benefits, the savage aborigines have^ some , 
how or another, been utterly annihilated ; and this all at 
once brings me to a fourth right, which is worth all the 
others put together ; for the original claimants to the soil 
being all dead and buried, and nd one remaining to inherit 
or dispute the soil, the Spaniards, as the next immediate 
occupants, entered upon the possession as clearly as the 
hangman succeeds to the clothes of the male&ctor — and 
as they have Blackstone, ♦ and all the learned expounders 
of the law on their side, they may set all actions of eject- 
meilt at defiance — and this last right may be entitled^ the 
RIGHT BY EXTERMINATION, or in Other words, the Iiight 

BY GUNPOWDER. 

; But lest any scruples of conscience should remain on 
this head, and to settle the question of right for ever, his 
holiness Pope Alexander VI. issued a mighty bull, by 
which he generously granted the newly discovered quarter 
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of thie globe to the Spaniards and Portuguese ; who, thus 
having law and gospel on their side^ and being inflamed 
with great spiritual zeal, showed the pagan savages neither 
&vour nor affection, but prosecuted the work of discovery^ 
colonization, civilization, and extermination, with ten times 
more fury than ever. 

Thus were the European worthies who first discovered 
America clearly entitled to the soil ; and not only entitled 
to the soil, but likewise to the eternal thanks of these in- 
fidel savages, for having come so far, endured so many 
perils by sea and land, and tak^n such unwearied pains^ 
for no other purpose but to improve their forlorn, uncivi- 
lized^ and heathenish condition — for having made them 
acquaint^ with the comforts of life — for having introduced 
among them the light of religion ; and, finally, for having 
hurried them out of the world, to enjoy its reward I 

But as argument is never so well understood by us sel- 
fish mortals, as when it comes home to ourselves, and as 
I am particularly anxious that this question should be put 
to rest for ever, I will suppose a parallel case, by way of 
arousing the candid attention of my readers. 

Let us suppose then, that the inhabitants of the moon, 
by astonishing advancement in science, and by a profound 
insight into that ineffable lunar philosophy, the mere flicks 
erings of which have of late years dazzled the feeble optics^ 
and addled the shallow brains of the good people of our 
globe — ^let us suppose, I say, that the inhabitants of the 
moon, by these means, had arrived at such a command of 
their energies, such an enviable state of perfectibility, as to 
control the elements, and navigate the boundless regions 
of space. Let Us suppose a roving crew of these soaring 
philosophers, in the course of an aerial voyage of discovery 
among the stars, should chance to alight upon this outlan- 
dish planet. 

And here I beg my readers will not have the unchari^- 
tableness to smile, as is too frequently the fault of volatile 
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readers^ when perusing the gcave speculations of philoso- 
phers. I am far from indulging m any sportive vein at 
present ; nor is the supposition I have been making, so 
wild as many may deem it. It has long been a very se- 
rious and anxious question with me, and many a dme and 
oft, in the course of my overwhelming cares and contriv- 
ances for the welfare and protection of this my native 
platlet, have I lain awake whole nights, debating in my 
mind, whether it were most probable we should first dis- 
cover and civilize the moon, or the moon discover and 
civilize our globe. Neither would the prodigy of sailing 
in the air and cruising among the stars be a whit more as- 
tonishing and incomprehensible to us, than was the £u- 
rc^ean mystery of navigating floating castles through the 
world of waters to the simple savages. We have already 
discovered the art of coasting along the aerial shores of 
our planet, by means of balloons, as the savages had, of 
venturing along their sea coasts in canoes ; and the dis- 
parity between the former, and the aerial vehicles of the 
philosophers from the moon, might not be greater than 
that between the bark canoes of the savages and the 
mighty ships of their discoverers. I might here pursue 
an endless chain of similar speculations ; but as they would 
be unimportant to my subject^ I abandon them to my 
reader, particularly if he be a philosopher, as matters 
well worthy his attentive consideration. 

To return then to my supposition— let us suppose that 
the aerial visitants I have mentioned, possessed of vastly 
superior knowledge to ourselves ; that is to say, possessed 
of superior knowledge in the art of extermination — riding 
on hippogriffs — defended with impenetrable armour-*- 
armed with concentrated sunbeams, and provided with 
vast engines to hurl enormous moonstones : in short, let 
us suppose them, if our vanity will permit the supposi- 
tion, as superior to us in knowledge, and consequently in 
power, as the Europeans were to the Indians when they 
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first discovered them. All this is very passible, it is only 
our sel&siifficiency that makes us think otherwise ; and I 
warrant the poor savages, before they had any knowledge 
of the white men, armed in all the terrors of glittering 
steel and tremendous gunpowder, were as perfectly con^ 
vinced that they themselves were the wisest, the most vir^ 
tuous, powerful and perfect of created beings, as are, at 
this present moment, the lordly inhabitants of old Eng-^ 
land, the volatile populace of France, or even the self-sa- 
tisfied citizens of this most enlightened republic. 

Let us suppose, moreover, that the aerial voyagers, 
finding this planet to be nothing but a howling wilderness, 
inhabfted by us poor savages and wild beasts, shall take 
formal possession of it, in the name of his most gracious 
and philosophic excellency, the man in the moon. '*Find- 
ing, however, that their numbers are incompetent to hold 
it in complete subjection, on account of the ferocious bar^ 
barity of its inhabitants ; they shall take our worthy Pre- 
sident, the King of England, the Emperor of Hayti, the 
mighty Bonaparte, and the great King of Bantam, and 
returning to their native planet, shall carry them to courts 
as were the Indian chie& led about as spectacles in the 
courts of Europe. 

Then making such obeisa^ice as the etiquette of the 
court requires, they shall address the puissant man in the 
moon, in, as near as I can conjecture, the following terms: 
« Most serene and mighty Potentate, whose dominions 
extend as fiur as eye can reach, who rideth on the Great 
Beat*, useth the sun as a looking-glass, and maintaineth 
unrivaUed control over tides, madmen and see-crabs. 
We, thy li^e subjects, have just returned from a voy- 
age of discovery, in the course of which we have landed 
and' taken possession of that obscure little dirty planet, 
which thou beholdest rolling at a distance. The five im- 
couth monsters, which we have brought into this august 
presence, were once very important chiefs among their 
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fellow-savageis, who are a race of beings totally dentate 
of the common attributes of humanity ; and differing in 
every thing from the inhabitants of the moon, inasmuch 
as they carry their heads upon their shoulders, instead of 
under their arms — ^have two eyes instead of one— -are ut- 
terly destitute of tails, and of a variety of unseemly com- 
plexions, particularly of a horrible whiteness, instead of 
peaF-green. 

<< We have moreover found these miserable savages 
sunk into a state of the utmost ignorance and depravity, 
every nmn shamelessly living with his own wife and rear- 
ing hL? own children, instead of indulging in that com- 
munity of wives enjoined by the law of nature, as expound- 
edrby the philosophers of the moon. In a word, they 
have scarcely a gleam of true philosophy among them, but 
are, in fact, utter heretics, ignoramuses and barbarians. 
Taking compassion, therefore, on the sad condition of 
'these sublunary wretches, we have endeavoured, while 
we remained on their planet, to introdupe among them 
the light of reason — and the comforts of the moon. We 
have treated them to mouthfids of moonshine, and draughts 
of nitrous oxyde, which they swallowed with incredible 
voracity, particularly the females ; and we have likewise 
endeavoured to instil into them the precepts of lunar phi- 
losophy. We have insisted upon their renouncing the 
contemptible shackles of religion and common sense, and 
adoring the profound, onmipotent and all perfect energy, 
and the extatic, immutable, immoveable perfection. But 
such was the unparalleled obstinacy of these wretched sa- 
vages, that they persisted in cleaving to their wives and 
adhering to their religion, «nd absolutely set at nought 
the sublime doctrines of the moon — nay, among other abo- 
minable heresies, they even went so far as blasphemous- 
ly to declare, that this ineffable planet was made of no- 
thing more nor less than green cheese !" 

At these words, the great man in the moon (being ^ 
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very profoimcf philosopher) shall fall into a terrible pas- 
sion, and possessing equal authority over things that do 
not belong to him, as did whilome his holiness the Pope, 
shall forthwith issue a formidable bull — specifying, « That 
whereas a certain crew of lunatics have lately discovered 
and taken possession of a newly discovered planet, called 
the earth ; and that whereas it is inhabited by none but a 
race of two-legged animals that carry their heads on thei? 
shoiilders instead of under their arms— cannot taik fhe lu- 
natic language — ^have two eyes instead of one— are desti- 
tute of tails, and of a horrible whiteness, instead of pea-, 
green ; therefore, and for a variety of other excellent rea- 
sons, they are considered incapable of possessing any pro<- 
perty in the planet they infest, and the right and title to 
it are confirmed to its original discoverers. — And fiirther- 
more, the colonists who are now about to depart to the 
aforesaid planet, are authorized and commanded to use 
every means to convert these infidel savages from the dark- 
ness of Christianity, and make them thorough and absor 
lute lunatics." 

In consequence of this benevolent bull, our philosophic 
bene&ctors go to work with hearty zeal. They seize up- 
on oiu" fertile territories, scourge us from our rightfid posr 
sessions, relieve us fi:om our wives ; and when we are un- 
reasonable enough to complain, they will turn upon us 
and say, miserable barbarians ! ungrateful wretches ! — 
have we not come thousands of miles to*improve your 
worthless planet? — have we not fed you with moon shine ? 
— ^have we not intoxicated you with nitrous oxyde ? — does 
not our moon give you light every night ? — and have you 
the baseness to murmur, when we claim a pitiful return 
for all these benefits ? But finding that we not only per- 
sist in absolute contempt of their reasoning, and disbelief 
in their philosophy, but even go so far as daringly t6 de- 
fend our property, their patience shall be exhausted, and 
they shall resort to their superior powers of argument — 
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hunt us with hippogri£&, transfix us with concentrated sun- 
beams, demolish our cities with moon-stones ; until hav- 
ing by main force, converted us to the true fidth, they 
shall graciously permit us to exist in the torrid deserts of 
Arabia, or the frozen regions of Lapland, there to enjoy 
the blessings of civilization and the charms of lunar philo- 
sophy — in much the same manner as the reformed and en- 
lightened savages of this country, are kindly suffered to 
inhabit the inhospitable forests of the north, or the impe- 
netrable wildernesses of South America. 

Thus, I hope I have clearly proved, and strikingly il- 
lustrated, the right of the early colonists to the possession 
of this country ; and thus is this gigantic question com- 
pletely vanquished : so having manfully surmounted all 
obstacles, and subdued all opposition, what remains but 
that I should forthwith conduct my readers into the city 
which we have been so long in a manner besieging ? But 
hc4d — ^before I proceed another step, I must pause to take 
breath and recover from the excessive fatigue I have un- 
dergone, in preparing to begin this most accurate of his- 
tories. And in this I do but imitate the example of a re- 
nowned Dutch tumbler of antiquity, who took a start of 
three miles for the purpose of jumping over a hill ; but 
having run himself out of breath by the time he reached 
the foot, sat himself quietly down for a few moments to 
blow, and then walked over it at his leisure^ 
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TREATING OF THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF THE PROVINCE 

OF NIEUW NEDERLANDTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

In which are contained divers reasons why a man should not 
write in a hurry. Also of Master Hendrick Hudson, his 
discovery of a strange country — and how he was magnificently 
rewarded by the munificence of their High Mightinesses.' 

M. Y great grandfather, by the mother's side, Hermanus 
Van Clattercop, when employed to build the large stone 
church at Rotterdam, which stands about three hundred 
yards to your left, after you turn oflF from the Boomkeys ; 
and which is so conveniently constructed, that all the 
zealous Christians of Rotterdam prefer sleeping through a 
sermon there, to any other church in the city. My great 
grandfather, I say, when employed to build that famous 
church, did in the first place send to Delft for a box of 
long pipes; then having purchased a new spitting-box and 
a hundred-weight of the best Virginia, he sat himself down 
and did nothing for the space of three months, but smoke ' 
most laboriously. Then did he spend full three months 
more on trudging on foot, and voyaging in the trekschuit, 
from Rotterdam to Amsterdam — to Delft — to Haerlem — 
to Leyden — to the Hague, knocking his head and break- 
ing his pipe against every church in his road. Then did 
he advance gradually nearer and nearer to Rotterdam, 
until he came in ftdl sight of the identical spot, whereon :;j 
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the church was to be built. Then did he spend three 
months longer in walking round it and round it ; contem- 
plating it, first from one point of view, and the i from a- 
nother : — now would he be paddled by it on the canal — 
now would he peep at it through a telescope, from the 
other side of the Meuse ; and now would he take a bird's 
eye glance at it, from the top of one of those gigantic- 
windmills, which protect the gates of the city. The 
good folks of the place were on the tiptoe of expectation 
and impatience — ^notwithstanding all the turmoil of my 
great grandfather, not a symptom of the church was yet to 
be seen; they even began to fear it would never be brought 
into the world, but that its great projector .would lie down 
and die in labour of the mighty plan he had conceived. 
At length, having occupied twelve good months in puf- 
fing and paddling, and talking and walking — ^having tra- 
velled over all Holland, and even taken a peep into France 
and Germany — ^having smoked five hundred and ninety- 
nine pipes, and three hundred-weight of the best Virgi- 
nia tobacco — my great grandfather gathered together all 
that knowing and industrious class of citizens, who prefer 
attending to any body's business sooner than their own, 
and having pulled off his coat and five pair of breeches, 
he advanced sturdily up, and laid the comer-stone of the 
chiu-ch, in the presence of the whole multitude — -just at 
the commencement of the thirteenth month. 

In a similar manner, and with the example of my wor- 
thy anceistor fiiU before my eyes, have I proceeded in 
writing this most authentic history. The honest Rotter- 
dammers no doubt thought my great grandfather was do- 
ing nothing at all to the purpose, while he was making 
such a world of prefetory bustle, about the building of 
his church ; and many of the ingenious inhabitants of this 
fair city, will unquestionably suppose that all the preli- 
minary chapters, with the discovery, population, and fi- 
nal settlement of America, were totally irrelevant and su- 
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perfluous; and that the main business, the history of 
- New- York, is not a jot more advanced than if I had never 
taken up nef pen. Never were wise people more mistak- 
en in theii' conjectures. In consequence of going to work 
slowly and deliberately, the church came out of my grand- 
&ther's hands, one of the most sumptuous, goodly, and 
glorious edifices in the known world — excepting that, 
like our nu^nificent capitol at Washington, it was begun 
on so grand a scale, that the good folks could not afibrd 
to finish more than the wing of it. So likewise, I trust, 
if ever I am enabled to finish this work on the plan I have 
conunenced, (of which, in simple truth, I sometimes have 
my doubts,) it will be found, that I have pursued the lat^ 
est rules of my art, as exemplified in the writings of all 
the great American Historians, and wrought a very large 
history out of a small subject — which, now-a^-days, is con- 
sidered one of the great triumphs of historic skill.:— To 
proceed then with the thread of my story. 

In the ever memorable year of our Lord, 1609, on a 
Saturday morning, the five and twentieth day of March, 
old style, did that " worthy and irrecoverable discoverer, 
(as he has jusdy been called,) Master Henry Hudson," 
set sail firom Holland in a stout vessel called the Half 
Moon, being employed by the Dutch East India Compa- 
ny, to seek a North-west passage to China. 

Henry (or, as the Dutch historians call him, Hendrick) 
Hudson, was a seafaring man of renown, who had learned 
to smoke tobacco under Sir Walter Raleigh, and is said 
to have been the first to introduce it into Holland, which 
gained him much popularity in that country, and caused 
him to find great favour in the eye§ of their High Mighti- 
nesses, the lords states-general, and also of the honoura- 
ble West India Company. He was a short, square, braw- 
ny old gentleman, with a double chin, a mastiff mouth, 
and a broad copper nose, which was supposed in those 
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days, to have acquired its fiery hue from the constant 
neighbourhood of his tobacco pipe. 

He wore a true Andrea Ferrara^ tucked in a leathern 
belt, and a commodore's cocked hat one side of his head 
He was remarkable for always jerking up his breeches 
when he ga,ye out his orders, and his voice sounded not 
unlike the brattling of a tin trumpet, owing to the number 
of hard north-westers which he had swallowed in the course 
of his sea^&ring* 

Such was Hendrick Hudson, of whom we have heard 
so much, and know so little ; and I have been thus parti- 
cular in his description, for the benefit of modem painters 
and statuaries, that they may represent him as he was^ 
and not, according to their common custom, with modem 
heroes, make him look like Caesar, or Marcus Aurelins, 
or the Apollo of Belvidere. 

As chief mate and favourite companion, the conunodore 
chose Master Robert Juet, of Limehouse, in England. 
By some his name has been spelled Chewit^ and ascribed 
to the circumstance of his having been the first man that 
ever chewed tobacco ; but this I believe to be a mere flip- 
pancy ; more especially as certain of his progeny are living 
at this day, who write their names Juet. He was an old 
comrade and early school-mate of the great Hudson, with 
whom he had often played truant and sailed chip boats ip 
a neighbouring pond, when they were little b6ys-*-from 
whence it is said the conmiodore first derived his bias to* 
wards a sea-faring life. Certain it is, that the old ipeon^ 
about Limehouse declared Robert Juet to be an mnlucky. 
urchin, prone to mischief, that would dne day or other 
come to the gallows. 

He grew up as boys of that kind often grow up, a ram- 
bling, heedless varlet, tossed about in all quarters of the 
world — meeting with more perils and wonders than did 
Sindbad the sailor, without growing a whit more wise, pru- 
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dent or ill-naturecl. Under every misfortune, he comfort- 
ed himself with a quid of tobacco, and the truly philoso- 
phic maxim, that "it will be all the same thing a hundred 
years hence/' He was skilled in the art of carving anchors 
and true lovers' knots on the bulk-heads and quarter-rail- 
ings^ and was considered a great wit on board ship, in con- 
sequence of bis playing pranks on every body around, and 
now and then even making a wry face at old Hendrick, 
when his back was turned. 

To this universal genius are we indebted for many par- 
ticulars concwning this voyage, of which he wrote a his- 
tory, at the request of the commodore, who had an un- 
conquerable aversion to writing himself, from having re- 
ceived so many floggings about it when at school. To 
supply the deficiences of Master Juet's journal, which is 
written with true log-book brevity, I have availed myself 
of divers family traditions, handed down from my great 
great grand&ther, who accompanied the expedition in 
the capacity of cabin boy. 

From all that I can learn, few incidents worthy of re- 
mark happened in the voyage; and it mortifies me exceed- 
ingly, that I have to admit so noted an expedition into my 
work, without making any more of it — Oh ! that I had 
the advantages of that most authentic writer of yore, Apol- 
lonius Rhodius, who, in his account of the famous Argo- 
nautic expedition, has the whole mjrthology at his dispo- 
sal, and elevates Jason and his compeers into heroes and 
demigods; although all the world knows them to have 
been a mere gang of sheep-staalers, on a marauding expe- 
dition ; or that I had the privileges of Dan Homer and 
Dan Virgil, to enliven my narration with giants and Ly- 
strigonians ; to entertain our honest mariners with an oc- 
casional concert of syrens and mermaids, and now and 
then with the raree-show of honest old Neptune and his 
fleet of frolicksome cruisers. But, alas! the good old 
times have long gone by, when your waggish deities would 
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descend upon this terraqueous globe, in their own proper 
persons, and play their pranks upon its wondering inhabi- 
tants. 

Suffice it then to say, the voyage was prosperous and 
tranquil — ^the crew being a patient people, much given to 
slumber and vacuity, and but little troubled with the dis- 
ease of thinking — » malady of the mind, which is the 
sure breeder of discontent. Hudson had laid in abun- 
dance of gin and sour crout, and every man was allowed 
to sleep quietly at his post unless the wind blew. True 
it is, some slight dissatisfaction was shown on two or three 
occasions, at certain unreasonable conduct of Commodore 
Hudson. Thus, for instance, he forbore to shorten sail 
when the wind was light, and the weather serene, which 
was considered among the most experienced Dutch sea- 
men, as certain weather-breeders^ or prognostics, that the 
weather would change for the worse. He acted more- 
over, in direct contradiction to that ancient and sage rule 
of the Dutch navigators, who always took in sail at night; 
put the helm a-port, and turned in ; by which precaution 
they had a good night's rest, were sure of knowing where 
they were the next morning, and stood but little chance 
of running down a continent in the dark. He likewise 
prohibited the seamen firom wearing more than five jackets, 
and six pair of breeches, under pretence of rendering them 
more alert ; and no man was permitted to go aloft, and 
hand in sails, with a pipe in his mouth, as is the invaria- 
ble Dutch custom at the present day. — All these griev- 
ances, though they might ruffle for a moment the consti- 
tutional tranquillity of the honest Dutch tars, made but 
transient impression; they eat hugely, drank profusely, 
and slept immeasurably; and being under the espedal 
guidance of providence, the ship was safely conducted to 
the coast of America ; where, afler sundry unimportant 
touchings and standings off and on, she at length, on the 
fourth day of September, entered that majestic bay, which 
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at ttus day expands its ample bosom before the city of 
New-York, and which had never before been visited by 
any European. ♦ 

It has been traditionary in our &mily, that when the 
great navigator was first blessed with a view of this en- 
chanting island, he was observed for the first and only 
time in his life, to exhibit strong sjrmptoms of astonish- 
ment and admiration. He is said to have turned to Mas- 
ter Juet, and uttered these remarkable words, while he 
pointed towards this paradise of the new world—" See ! 
there !"— 4Uid th^eupon, as was always his way when he 
was uncommonly pleased, he did puff out such clouds of 



* True it is— «nd I am not ignorant of the &ct, that In a certain a- 
pooTphal book of voyages, compiled by one Haduyt, is to be found 
a letter written to Frands the First, by one Giovanne, or John y»> 
razzani, on which some writers are inclined to found a belief, that this 
delightful bay had been visited nearly a century previous to the voy* 
age of the enterprising Hudson. Now this (albeit it has met with the 
countenance of certain very Judicious and learned men) I hold in utter 
dbbelie^ and that for various good and substantial reasons — Fir#/, Be- 
cause on strict examination it will be found, that the description giv- 
en by this Yerazzani, applies about as well to the bay of New -York, 
as, it does to my night-cap. — Secondly ^ Because that tlus John Yeraz- 
zani, for whom I already begin to feel a most bitter ^unity, is a na- 
tive of Florence ; and every body knows the crafty wile of these losel 
Florentines, by which they filched away the laurels fix)m the brows of 
the immortal Colon (vulgarly called Columbus), and bestowed them 
on their oflScious townsman, Amerigo Yespucci^-^and I make no doubt 
they are equally ready to rob the illustfious Hudson of the credit of 
discovering this beauteous Idand, adorned by the city of New-Voik, 
and placing it beside their usurped discovery of South America. — And 
iMrHy^ I award my dedsion in fiivour of the pretensions of Hendridc 
Hudson, inasmuch as his expedition sailed from Holland, being truly 
and absolutely a Dutch enterprise ; and though all the'proofe in the 
world were introduced on the other side, I would set them at nought, 
as undeserving my attention. If these three reasons be not sufficient 
to satisfy every burgher of this ancient dty, all I can say is, they are 
degenerate descendants from their venerable Dutch ancestors, and to- 
tally unworthy the trouble of convincing. Thus, therefore, the title 
iof Hendridc Hudson to his renowned discovery is fully vindicated. 

G 
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dense tobacco smoke, that in one minute the vessd. was 
out of sight of land, and Master Juet was fidn to wait un- 
til the winds dispersed this impenetrable fog. 

It was indeed— -as my great great grand&ther used to 
say— -ithough in truth I never heard him, for he diec^ as 
might .be expected, before I was bom— <* It was indeed 
a spot on which the eye might have revelled for ever, in 
evep: new and never ending beauties." The island o! 
Manna-hata spread wide before them, like some sweet 
vision of &ncy, or some &ir creation of industrious magic 
Its hUls (^smiling green swelled gendy one above another, 
(crowTied with lofiy tnees c^ luxuriant growth; some point- 
ing their tapering foliage towards the clouds, which were 
gloriously transparent; and others loaded with a verdant 
burthen of clambering vines, bowing their branches to the 
earth, that was covered with flowers. On the gentle de- 
clivities of the hills were scattered in gay profusion, the 
dog-wood, the sumach and the wild brier, whose scarlet 
berries and white blossoms glowed brightly among the 
deep green of the surrounding foliage; and here and there 
a' curling colunm of smoke rising from the little glens that 
opened along the shore, seemed to promise the weary voy- 
agers a welcome at the hands of their fellow-creatures. 
As they stood gazing with entranced attention on the scene 
before them, a red man crowned with feathers, issued from 
one of these glens, and afler contemplating in silent won- 
der the gallant ship, as she sat like a stately swan swim- 
ming on a silver lake, sounded the war-whoop, and bound- 
ed into the woods like a wild deer, to the utter astonish- 
ment of the phlegmatic Dutchmen, who had never heard 
such a noise, or witnessed such a caper in their whole lives. 

Of the transactions of our adventurers with the savages, 
and how the latter smoked copper pipes and ate dried cur- 
rants ; how they brought great store of tobacco and oys- 
ters ; how they shot one of the ship's crew, and how he 
was buried, I shall say nothing; being that I consider 
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them uniinportftnt fx> rtiy history. After tanying a few 
days m the bay,' in ordcsr to irefresh themselves after thdr 
sea^&rii^, ottr voyagers weighed anchor, to explore a 
mighty river which emptied into the bay. This river, it 
is said, was known among the savag^ by the name of the 
Shatemnek t though we are assured in an excellent little 
history published in 1674, by John Jossdyn, Gent, that 
it was ^»lled the Moheganj * and Master Ridiard Bloome, 
who wrote some time afterwards, asserts the same-^so that 
I very mudi incline in fiivour of the opinion of these two 
honest gentlemen. Be this as it may, up this river did the 
adventurous Hendrick proceed, little doubting but it would 
turn out to be the much looked-for passage to Chma ! 

The journal goes on to make mention of divers inters 
views between the crew and the natives in the voyage up 
the river ; but as they would b^ impertinent tb my history, 
I shall pass over them in' silence, except the fdllowing dry 
joke, playi^ ^£Pby the old commodore and his school-fel- 
low Robert Juet^ VhicJh does such vast credit to their ex- 
perimental philosb{rfiy, that I cannot refrain from insert- 
ing it ^i)wr master aJid his mate determined to try some 
of the chide men of the countrey, whether they had any 
tref^:herie in them.' So they tooke them dbwne into the 
calrin^ aad gave them so much wine and aequa vitae, that 
they were all merrie ; and one of them had his wife with 
him, which sate Sb modestiy, as any of our*countrey-wo- 
men would' >do in a strange place. In the end, one of 
them was drunke, which had been alK)arde of our ship all 
the time we had beene there, and that was strange to them, 
for they could not tell how to take it." f 

Having satisfied himself by this ingenious experiment, 



* This river is likewise laid down in Ogilvy's map, as Manhattan, 
Noordt, Montaigne, and Mauritius river. 

"Y Juet's Joiun. Furcfa. FiL 
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that the natives ivtere an honest, social race of joUy roys* 
ters, who had no objection to a drinking bout, and were 
very merry in their cups, the old commodore chuckled 
hugely to himself, and thrustii^ a double quid of tobacco 
in his cheek, directed Master Juet to have it carefuUy re- 
corded, for the satisfiiction of all the natural philosophers 
of the university of Leyden— which done, he proceeded 
on his voyage, with great self-complacency. After sail- 
ing, however, above an hundred miles up the river, he 
found the watery world around him began to grow more 
shallow and confined, the current more rapid, and perfect- 
ly fresh — phenomena not uncommon in the ascent of ri- 
vers, but which puzzled the honest Dutchmen prodigious- 
ly. A consultation was therefore called, and having de- 
liberated full six hours,^ they were brought to a determina- 
tion, by the ship's running aground ; whereupon thej 
unanimously concluded, that there was but little chance of 
getting to China in that direction. A boat, however, was 
despatched to explore higher up the river, which on its re- 
turn, confirmed the opinion: upon this the ship was warp- 
ed off and put about with great difficulty, being like most of 
her sex, exceeding hard to govern ; and the adventurous 
Hudson, according to the account of my great great 
grand&ther, returned down the rivers— with a prodigious 
flea in his ear I 

Being satisfied that there was Utde likelihood of getting 
to China, unless like the blind man, he returned fixun 
whence he sat out, and took a fresh start, he forthwith re- 
crossed the sea to Holland, where he was received with 
great welcome by the honourable East^India Company, 
who were very much rejoiced to see him come back safe 
—with their ship ; and at a large and respectable meeting 
of the first merchants and burgomasters of Amsterdam, 
it was unanimously determined, that as a munificent re- 
jfw*y^axd for the eminent services he had performed, and the 
important discovery he had made, the great river Mohe- 
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gan should be called after his name !— and it continues to 
be called Hudson river unto this very day. 



CHAPTER 11. 

CarUaining an accourU of a mighty Ark fohich floated under the 
protection qf St, Nicholas, from Holland to Gibbet Islandr-^ 
the descent of the strange Animals therefrom-^^a great victory, 
and a description of the ancient village of Communipaw. 

The delectable accounts given by the great Hudson 
and Master Juet, of the country they had discovered, ex- 
cited not a little talk and speculation among the good peo- 
ple of Holland. Letters patent were granted by govern- 
ment to an association of merchants, called the West-In- 
dia Company, for the exclusive trade on Hudson river, 
on which they erected a trading house called Fort Aura- 
nia, o^ Orange, from whence did spring the great city of 
Albany. But I forbear to dwell on the various commer- 
cial and colonizing enterprizes which took plaice ; among 
which was that of Mynheer Adrian Block, who discovered 
and gave a name to Block Island, since &mous for its 
cheese — and shall barely confine myself to that, which 
gave birth to this renowned ci^. 

It was some three or four years after the return of the 
immortal Hendrick, that a crew of honest, low Dutch co- 
lonists set sail from the city of Amsterdam, for the shores 
of America. It is an irreparable loss to history, and a 
great proof of the darkness of the age, and the lamenta- 
ble neglect of the noble art of book-making, since so in- 
dustriously cultivated by knowing sear-captains, and learned 
supercargoes, that an expedition so interesting and im- 
portant in its resultSj should be passed over in utter si- 
lence. To my great great grandfi^er am I again indebt- "^ 



— *^»-»^. 
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ed for the few facts, i am enabled to give concerning it; 
he having once more embarked for this countiy, witb a 
full determination, as he said, of ending his days here; 
and of begetting a race of Knickerbockers, that should 
rise to be great men in the land. 

The ship in which these illustrious adventurers set sail 
was called the Goede Vrouw, or Good Woman, in compli- 
ment to the wife of the president of the West-India Com- 
pany, who was allowed by every body (except her hus- 
band) to be a sweet tempered lady, when not in Kqnor. 
It was in truth a most gallant vessel, of the most approved 
Dutch construction, and made by the ablest ship-carpen- 
ters of Amsterdam, who, it is well known, always model 
their ships after the fair forms of their country-women. 
Accordingly it had= one hundred feet in the beam, one 
hundred feet in the keel, and one huildred feet from the 
bottom of the stem post to the tafferel. Like the beati- 
teous model, who was declared to be the greatest belle in 
Amsterdam, it was full in the bows, with a pair of enor- 
mous cat-heads, a copper bottom, and withal, a most pro- 
digious poop ! 

The architect, who wafe somewhat of a religious man, 
fkr jfrom decorating the ship with pagan idols, such as Ju- 
piter, Neptune or Hercules, (which heathenish abominap 
tions, I have no doubt, occasion the misfortunes and sMp- 
wreck of many a noble vessel,) he, I say, on the contrary, 
did laudably erect for a head, a goodly' image of St, Ni- 
cholas, equipped with a low broad brimmed hat, a huge 
pair of Flemish trunk hose, and a pipe that reached to the 
end of the bowsprit. Thus gallantly furnished, the staunch 
ship floated sideways, like a majestic goose, out 6f the har- 
bour of the great city of Amsterdam, and all the bells, 
that were not otherwise engaged, rung a triple bob-major 
on the joyful occcasion. 

My great great grandfather remarks, that the voyage 
was uncommonly prosperous, for, being under the espe- 
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cial care of the ever-revered St. Nicholas, the,Goede Vrouw 
seemed to be endowed with qualities unknown to comr- 
mon vessels. Thus she made as much lee-way as head- 
way, could get along very nearly as fast with the wind ar- 
head, as when it was a-poop-*and was particularly great 
in a calm ; in consequence of which singular advantages, 
she made out to accomplish her voyage in a very few 
months, and came to anchor at the mouth of the Hudson, 
a little to the east of Gibbet island. * 

Here lifting up their eyes, they beheld, on what is at 
present called the Jersey shore, a small Indian village, 
pleasantly embowered in a grove of spreading elms, and 
the natives all collected on the beach, gazing in stupid ad-; 
miration at the Goede Vrouw, A boat was immediately 
despatched to enter into a treaty with them, and approach- 
ing the shore, hailed them through a trumpet in the most 
jBriendly terms ; but so horribly confounded were these 
poor savages at the tremendous and uncouth sound of the 
low Dutch language, that they one and all took to their 
heels, scampered over the Bergen hills, nor did they stop, 
until they h^ buried themselves, head and ears, in the 
marshes on the other side, where they all miserably pe* 
rished to a man, and their bones being collected, and 
decently covered by the Tammany Society of that day, 
formed th^t;^ingular mound called Rattle'snake-hill^ which 
rises out of the centre of the salt marshes, a little to the 
east of the Newark Causeway. 

Animated by this unlooked-for victory, our valiant he- 
roes ^irang ashore in triumph, took possession of the soD 
as conquerors^ in the ilame of their High Mightinesses the 
lords states-general, and marching fearlessly forward, car- 
ried the village of Commumpaw by storm, notwithstand- 
ing that it was vigorously defended by some half a score 



* So called, because one Joseph Andrews, a pirate and murderer, was 
hanged in chains on that island, the 23d May, 1769. 
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of old squaws and poppooses. (^ looking about them 
they were so transported with the excellencies of the place, 
that they had very little doubt the blessed St. Nicholas 
had guided them thither, as the very spot whereon to set- 
tle their colony. The softness of the soil was wonderful- 
ly adapted to the driving of piles; the swamps and marshes 
around them afforded ample opportunities for the con- 
structing of dykes and dams ; the shallowness of the shore 
was peculiarly &vourable to the building of docks— in a 
word, this spot abounded with all the requisites for the 
foundation of a great Dutch city. On making a fidthfbl 
report therefore, to the crew of the Goede Vrouw, they 
one and all determined that this was the destined end of 
their voyage. Accordingly they descended from Ae 
Goede Vrouw, men, women, and children, in goodly 
groups, as did the animals of yore from the ark, and 
formed themselves into a thriving setdement, which they 
called by the Indian name Communipaw* 

As all the world is doubtless perfectly acquainted with 
Communipaw, it may seem somewhat superfluous to treat 
of it in the present work ; but my readers will please to 
recollect, that notwithstanding it is my chief desire to sa- 
tisfy the present age, yet I write likewise for posterity^ 
and have to consult the understanding and curiosity of 
some half a score of centuries yet to come; by which time 
perhaps, were it not for this invaluable history, the great 
Conununipaw, Uke Babylon, Carthage, Nineveh, and 
other great cities, might be perfectly extinct — sunk and 
forgotten in its pwn mud — ^its inhabitants turned into oys- 
ters, * and even its situation, a fertile subject of learned 
controversy and hardheaded investigation among inde&^ 
tigable historians. Let me then piously rescue from ob- 
livion, the humble reliques of a place, which was the egg 
from whence was hatched the mighty city of New- York ! 



• « 



Men by inaction degenerate into o/sters/'-^JTalfficf. 
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Comiriunipaifr is at present but a small village, pleasant* 
ly situated among rural scenery, on that beauteous part 
of the Jersey shore which was known in ancient legends 
by the name of Pavonia, -f and commands a grand pros- 
pect of the superb bay of New-York. It is within but 
half an hour's Sail of th6 latter place proivided you have a 
feir wind, and may be distincUy seen from the city. Nay, 
it is a well known &jctf which I can testify from my own 
experience, that on a clear, still summer evonng, jrou 
may hear from the battery of New- York, ihe opstreperous 
peals oi^ the broad-mouthed laughter of tlie Dutch negroes 
at Commntiipaw, who, like most other negroes, are fiunous 
for their risible powers. This is peculiarly the case on 
Sunday evenings ; when, it is remarked by an ingenious 
and observant philosopher, who has made great discover- 
ies in the nei^bourhood of this city, that they always 
laugh loudest; which he attributes to the circumstaqoe 
of their having their hblyday clothes on. 

These n^roes in fact, like the monks in the dark ages, 
engross all die knpwiedge of the place, and being infinite- 
ly more adventurous and more knowing than their mas- 
ters, carry on all the foreign trade, making frequent voy- 
ages to town in canoes loaded with oysters, buttenhilk, 
and cabbages. They are great astrologers, predicting'the 
< difierent changes of weather almost as accurately as an al- 
manac;- they are moreover exquisite performers on three 
stringed -fiddles :— in whistling, they idmost boast the fiu&- 
fioned powers of Orpheus his l3rre, for not a horse or* an 
ox in the place, when at the plough or before the wag- 
gon, will budge a foot until he hears the well known whis- 
tle of his black driver and companion :— and from their 
amazing skill at casting up accounts upon their fingers, 
they are regarded with as much veneration as were the 



•f- FavonU in the ancient maps, is given to a tract of country extend* 
ing from about Hoboken to Amboy. 

ri 
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dwciples of Pjthagoras oS yore, when initiated ui(o the sa- 
cred quaternary of numbers. 

As to the honest burghers of Communipaw, like wise 
men and sound philosophers, they never look beyond their 
pipes, nor trouble their head^ about any affairs out of their 
immediate neighbourhood ; so that they live in profound 
Bjnd enviable ignorance of all the troubles, anxieties and 
revoli^ons of this distracted planet I am even told that 
many among, them do verily believe that Hqtland, of "which 
they have heard so much fipom tradition, is .situated smne- 
where on Long-Island — that Spiking-^evil and tkt Nat' 
nwif are the two ends of the world — ^that the countzy is 
still under the dominion of <their High Mightinesses; and 
that the city of New- York still goes by the name of Nieow 
Amsterdam. They meet every. Saturday afternoon, at 
the only tavern in the place, which bears as a sign, a 
square headed, likeness of the prince ,of Orange^ where 
they smoke a silent pipe by wiijro^romoting spcial ooo- 
viviality, and invariably drink a mug of cider to the suc- 
cess of Admital Von Tromjp, who they imagine is still 
sweeping the British channel, with a broom 9t iw.mast 
head. 

.: Communipaw, in short, is one of the numerow little 
vOlages in the vicinity of this most beautiful of cities^ which 
ire so many strong holds and Justnesses, whither, liie pi' 
-midve imapners. of our Dutch forefathers have; rertreated, 
and where they are. cherished with- devout aQ4 ^sckiqpiilotts 
1 strictness. jThe dress of the original settlers is.l^ded 
4pwn invioliite^ -from \&ther to son— the identioa} ifroti 
brimmed bjBit, broad skirted coat^ and br6ad bOittoiDed 
breeches, continue from generation to generation ;.. and 
.several gigantac knee*buckles of massy silver, are^dtiUin 
wear, that made such gallant display in the days, of th^ 
patriarchs of Communipaw. The language likewise con- 
tinues unadulterated by barbarous innovation^ ; and so 
critically correct is the village schoolmaster in his dialect, 
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that his rendiiig of a IbwDutd^ psalm liAs much the sloiie^, 
^€Ct tm the neires as the filing of a hand-tsaw 



CHAPTER HI. 

In foUci h id Jbrih ike infe art of malkmg a ■ Aar^tau- <0|g9.' 
iher miih the miraeukme Eacape of a great Metropolis pn a Fog 
— and the Biography of certain Heroes of Communipatv. 

HAvmO) ui the trifling digression which concluded the 
last chapter discharged the filial duty which' the city of 
New- York owed to Communipaw as being the mother* 
setdement ; and having given a fiuthfiil picture of itaei it* 
stands at present, I return with a soothing sentiment of 
self^pppoblition, to dwell upon its early history. The 
crew of the Goede Vrouw being soon reinforced by &esh 
imporbitions firom Holland, the settlement went jolliiy on 
imcreasthg in magnitude and ptosperily. The Beighbouiy 
ing Indi«ds in a short time becaiooberaccustcHiQed to tibe un- 
couth sound of the Dutch language, and an intercourse 
gradulall]^ took place between them and the new comers. 
The IndilOB were much given to long talks, and the 
Dutch to ikmg silence «--4n,' this particular, therefore, they 
accomniDdated each other completely. The chie& would 
make loiig speeches about the. big buU, the wabash, and 
the great spirit, to which the others would listen very at- 
tentively^ smoke their pipes, and grunt yah myh^her"^ 
whereat the poor savages were wondrously delighted. 
They instructed the new setders in the best art of curing 
and smoldng tobacco, while the latter in return, made 
them drunk with true Hollands— and then learned them 
the art of making bargains. 

A brisk trade for fiirs was soon opened; the Dutch 
traders -were scrupulously honest in their dealings, and 



eo HISTORY OF 

purchas ed by weight, esti^l&hing it as an invariable tfr* 
ble of avoirdupoise, that the hand of a Dutchman weighed 
one pound, and his foot two pounds. It is true, the sim- 
ple Indians were often puzzled by the great dispropor- 
tion between bulk and weight, for let them place a bun- 
dle of furs never so large, in one stoale, and a Dutchman 
put his hand or foot in the other, the bundle was sure to 
kick the beam-«-4iever was a package a( furs known to 
weigh more than two pounds, in the market of Conmiuni- 
paw I 

This is a singular &ct— but I have it direct from my 
great great grand&ther, who had risen to considerable 
importance in the colony, being promoted to the office 
of weigh-master^ on account of the uncommon hed,viness 
of his foot. 

The Dutch possessions in this part of the globe bc^ 
now to assume a very thriving appearance, and were com- 
prehended under the general title of Nieuw Nederlandts; 
on account, as the sage Vander Donck observes, of their 
great resemblance to the Dutch Netherlands-— which in- 
deed was truly remarkable, excepting that the former 
were rugged and mountainous, and the latter level and 
marshy. About this time the tranquillity of the Dutdi 
colonists was doomed to suffer a temporary interroptkm. 
In 1614, Captain Sir Samuel Argal, sailing under a com- 
mission from Dale, governor of Virginia, visited the Dutch 
settlements on Hudson river, and demanded their sub- 
mission to the English crown and Virginian dominion. — 
To this arrogant demand, as they were in no condition to 
resist it, they submitted for the time, like discreet and 
reasonable men. 

It does not appear that the valiant Argal molested the 
setdement of Communipaw ; on the contrary, I am told 
that when his vessel first hove in sight, the worthy 
burghers were seized with such a panic, that they fell to 
smoking their pipes with astcmishing vehemence^ inso- 
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much that they quickly raised a cloudy which^ combining 
with! the. surrounding woods and marshes^ completely en- 
veloped and'cohcealed their beloved village; and over- 
hung the £dr :regions of PavQma:-"H5o that the terrible 
Captain Argal passed on, totally unsuspicious that a stur^ 
dy little Dutch settlement lay snugly couched in the mud^ 
under cover of all this pestilent vapour. In commemo- 
ration of this fortunate escape, the worthy inhabitants 
have continued to smoke almost without intermission un- 
to this very day ; which is said to be the cause of the re- 
markable fog that oft^ hangs over Communipaw of a 
clear afiemoon* 

Upon the departure of the enemy, our magnanimous 
ancestors: took full six months to recover their wind, hav- 
ing been exceedingly discomposed by the consternation 
and hurry of afibirs. They then called a council of safe- 
ty to smoke over the state of the province. After six 
months more of mature'deliberation, during which nearly 
five hundred words were iq>oken, and almost as much to- 
bacco was smoked as would have served a certain modem 
general through a whole winter's campaign of hard drink- 
ing, it was determined to fit out an armament pf canoes, 
and dispatch them on a voyage of discovery, to search if 
peradventure some more sure and formidable position 
might not ,be found, where the colony would be less sub- 
ject to vexatious visitations. 

This perilous enterprise was entrusted to the superin- 
tendence of Mynheers 01o£Pe Van Kortlandt, Abraham 
Hardenbroeck, Jacobus Van Zandt, and Wioant Ten 
Broeck — ^four indubitably great men ; but of whose his- 
tory, although I have made diligent inquiry, I can learn 
but little previous to their leaving Holland. Nor need 
this occasion much surprise, for adventurers, like pro- 
phets, though they make great noise abroad, have seldom 
much celebrity in their own countries ; but this much is 
certain, that the overflowings and offiicourings of a coun- 
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try are .invariabfy composed of the rid^est^ptits of:the 
soil. And hen I cannot &eip liemarking how omvenidnt 
it would be to.nianj of ovr greiat men and-great .fiumiies 
of doubtful 'origin, could diey' have the:privili^e cif:the 
heroes of yore, who^ whenever tbdr origin Vias.iavoived 
in obscurity) : modestly announced tfaemsdvts descended 
£*om a god ; and who never ybited a foreign ccmntry, but 
what they told some cock and bull stories about their be- 
ii^ kings aad princes at home. This venial trespass on 
the truth, though it* has occasionally been played off by 
some pseudo marquis, baronet,, and other iUustrious fo- 
reigner, in our land of goodnatured credulity, has been 
completely discountenanced in this sceptical, matter-of- 
fact age. And I even question whether any tender vir- 
gin, who was accidentally and : unaccountably enridied 
witb a bantling, would save her character at parlour fire- 
sides s^d evening tea-parties, by ascribing the phenome- 
nctn to a swan, a shower of gold, or a river god. 

Thus being denied the benefit of mythology and classic 
fiible, I should have been completely at a loss as to the 
early biography of my heroes, had not a gleam of light 
been thrown upon their origin firom their names. 
"u By this simple means have I been enabled to gather 
some particulars concerning the adventurers in questicHL 
Yaa Kortlandt for instance, was otie of those peripatetic 
philosophers, who tax providence for a livelihood, and 
like IHogenes .enjoy a free and unincumbered estate in 
sunshine. He Was usually Arrayed in gartnents suitl^le 
to his fortune, being Curiously fringed and &ngled by the 
hand of time ; and was helmeted with ah old fi^agment of 
a hat which had acquired the shape of a sugar loaf; ,and 
so &r did he cany his contempt for the adventitious di»* 
<tinction of dress, th^t it is said, the remnant of a shirt, 
which covered his back, and dangled like a pocket hand- 
kierchief out of a hole in his breeches, was never washed, 
except by the bountifid showers of heaven. ' In this garb 
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VE8 he usually: tp , be s^Wy. swmufkg himsel£}«( l^ocNOrday^ 
with a b«rd;o£ pj^bsoph.^^^ pi^ game sec^ ;on.1ihe siit 
of the gtmimU of ./Mzi$terdfGt|C - IMs^ $tour7u>hility of 
Europe^ he tqo]^ hi$ name c&KwilaindJt {or iMtk-lmndjitotik 
his landed esttatQ^,which']^}r somewhere in T^^n^ incognita 

Of theij^ttof our worthi^., might I b^te had the ber 
nefit of myth(do^cal ofSsistaQq^ the ]i¥&^t^;of.whi«h.I have 
just lament^ I $hoLil4 have>i|u^e:hQiu>iiral^.iiientidn^ 
as boastiAg-^equally illustriqujs^ pedigree with tfai^ proudesl; 
hero of antiquity. His;;9^iae was Vnp.Zum^l, which b^ 
Log fireety.tmi^slajbedy sigmfiL^/rom the ^ty meaning, beh 
yond a .4p\ibt» that like XripUdemus, Themis-*the Cy- 
clops and the Titans, he sprung from dame IXe^cra, or the 
earth ! This supposition is strongly corroborated by his 
size, for it is well knoMra that ali the progeny of mother 
earth were of a gigantic stature; and Van- Zandt, we are 
told, was ^, tall. raw-boned man, above six feet high — ^with 
an astonishingly hard head. Nor is this origui of the illus- 
trious yap.^andt a, whit more improbable. or repugnant 
to belie(l^ . than .what is related aiid. universally admitted of 
certain of o^r^^e^test, or rather richest. men > who, we 
are told with ^e utmost gravity, .did onginaUy sjpring 
from a diingbijll !i 

Of the tbirdkhero, but a &i]^t descripti(^ has reached 
to this tim^. which mentions, that he was a stui^idAS obsd- 
nate, burjiy,,, bustling little man) and fi;oip being usually 
equipped .^th an old pair, of buckskins, V:Wa$ familiarly 
dubbed Harden Broeck, or Tous[h Breechesr 

Ten .Broecl^,,Gpmpleted this, jiintp of adventurers. , It is 
a singular . but ^ludicrous, fact, which, were 1' nipt scrupu- 
lous in recor^jin^ the whole truth, I shotdd ^}most be 
tempted to p^ , over in silence,, as ipcompi^tibl^ 'with the 
gravity ai^ dignity of history,, that this wpi^y gentleman 
. shoujbd likewise have been i^cknamed froiUf tHe most whim- 
sical, part of his dress. In fcqt the smallclothes seems 
to have be^n a very important g^nnent m jlje, ey^^s of qur 
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venerated ancestors, owing in all probability to its really 
being the largest article o( raiment among them. iThe 
name of Ten Broeck or Tbi Broeck is indLBerently tran** 
lated into Ten Breeches and Tin Breeches — the hij^ 
Dutch commentators incline to the iformer opinion ; and 
ascribe it to his being the first who introduced into the 
settlement the ancient Dutch &shion of wearing ten pair 
of breeches. But the most elegant and ingenious writen 
on the subject declare in fevour of Tin, or rather Tkh 
Breeches; fixnn whence they infer, that he he was a poor 
but merry rogue, whose galligaskins were none of the 
soundest, and who was the identical author of that truly 
philosophical stanza : 

« Then why should we qiiaml for ridies. 

Or waj such glittering tojv ; 
A light heart and iMm pair ofbreedtett 

Will go through the world, my bra^e bojs !** 

Such was the gallant junto chosen to conduct this voy- 
jBge into unknown realms, and the whole was put under 
the superintending care i^d direction of 01o£fe Van Kort- 
landt; who was held in great reverence among the sages 
of Communipaw, for the variety and darkness of his 
knowledge. Having, as I before observed, passed a great 
part of his life in the open air, among the peripatetic phi- 
losophets of Amsterdam, he had become amazingly well 
acquainted^ with the aspect of the heavens, and could as 
ibpurately determine when a storm was brewing or a 
squaiYL rising, as a dutiful husband can foresee, fix)m the 

Hbibw of his spouse, when a tempest is gathering about lus 
ears. He was moreover a great seer of ghosts and gob- 
Kns, and a firm believer in omens; but what especially 

/recommended him to public confidence, was his marvd- 
lous talent at dreaming, for there never was any thing of 
consequence happened at Commimipaw, but what he de- 
clared he had previously dreamt it; being one of those 
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,iB&Uible prophets, that always predict a thing, after it 
atas come to pass. 

. This supernatural gA vas as highly yalu^ ^^^% ^^ 
Durghers of j^avonia, as it was among the enlightened na^ 
Jons of antiquity. The wise Ulysses was more indebted 
uo his sleeping than his waking moments, for all his $ub- 
Je achievements, and seldom undertook any great exploit, 
vithout first soundly sleeping upon it; and the same may 
;xuly be said of the good Van Kortlaudt, who w:as thence 
a.ptly denominated, OloiFe the Dreamer, 

This cautious coqmiander having chosen the crews that 
should accompany hio^ in the, proposed expedition, e%.r- 
borted them to repair to their homes, take a good night's 
rest, settle all family affairs^ and make their wills^ before 
departing on this voyage into unknown realms. And in- 
deed this last was a precaution always taken by our fore- 
fathers, even in after times, when they becan^ie more ad- 
venturous, and voyaged tp Haverstraw or KaatskiU, or 
Groodt Esopus, or any other fiu: country that lay beyond 
the great waters of the Tappa^ 2iee^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

Houf the Heroei of Cornmunipaw voyaged to ffeU^Gate, awf 

how they were received there.. 

And now t}»e rosy blush of mom began to mantle in 
the east, and soon the rising sun, emerging from amidist 
golden and purple clouds, ^hed his blithsome rays on the 
tin weathercocks of Communipaw. It was that delicious 
season of the year, when nature, breaking fi*om the chil- 
ling thraldom of old winter, like a blooming damsel from 
the tyranny of a sordid old &ther, threw herself, blushing 
with ten thousand charms, into the arms of youthful spring. 

I 
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£very tuft^ copse ffiid blooming grove, Tesomided with 
the notes of hymeneal love. The very insects, as thej 
sipped the dew that gemmed the tender grass of the mesr 
dows, joined in the joyous epithalaminm— -the vii^gin bod 
timidly put forth its Mushes, ^ the voice of die turtle was 
heard in the land," and the heart of man dissolved away 
in tenderness. Oh ! sweet Theocritus ! had I thine oat- 
en reed, wherewith diou erst did charm the gaj SSdlian 
plains — Or Oh! gentle ^ion! thy pastoral pipe, wherein 
the happy swains of the Lesbian isle so much delighted; 
—then might I attempt to sing in soft BucoHc or ni^li- 
gent Idyllium, the rural beauties of the scene — ^but bar- 
ing iKything, save this jaded goose quill, wherewith to wing 
my flight, I must &in resign all poetic disportings of die 
fancy, and pursue my narrative in humble prose ; com- 
forting myself with the hope, diat diough it may not stetd 
so sweetly upon the imagination of my reader, yet may it 
commend itseli^ with virgin modesty, to his better judg- 
ment, clotihed in the cbaste and simple garb of truth. 

No sooner did the first rays of cheerfiil Phoebus dart 
into the windows of Communipaw, than the little setde- 
ment was all in motion. Forth issued from his castle the 
sage Van Kortlandt, and seizing a conch-shell, blew a &r 
resounding blast, that soon isummoned all his lusty follow- 
ers. Then did they trudge resolutely down to the water 
side, escorted by a multitude of relatives and fiiends, who 
all went down, as the common phrase expresses it, << to 
see them off." And this shows the antiquity of those long 
fisnily processions, often seen in our city ; composed of all 
ages, sizes and sexes, laden mth bundles and bandboxes, 
escorting some bevy 6f country cousins, about to depart 
for home in a market boat. 

The good Olofie bestowed his forces in a squadron of 
three canoes, and hoisted his flag on board a little round 
Dutch boat, shaped not unlike a tub, which had formerly 
been the jolly-boat of the Goede Vrouw. And now, all 
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being embadcedy they bid &rewell to the gaxing throng 
upon the beach, vfao contuiiued shouting after them, even 
when out of hearing, widung them a happy voyage^ advis- 
ing them to take good care of themselves, not to get 
drowned-— with an skbundance other of those sage and in- 
valuable cautions, generally given by landsmen to such a& 
go down to the sea in ships, and adventure upon the deep 
waters. In the mean while the voyagers cheerily urged 
their cours^^across the ciystal bosom of the bay, and soon 
left behind them the green shoires of ancient Pavonia. 

And first they touched at two small islands which lie 
nearly opposite Communipaw, and which are said to have 
been brought into existence! about the time of the great ir- 
ruption of the Hudson, vrhsxx it broke through the High- 
lands and made its way to the ocean. * For in this tre- 
mendous uproar of the water% we are told that many huge 
fragments of rock and land were rent from the mountains 
and swept down by this runaway river for sixty or seven- 
ty miles ; where some of them ran agroimd on the shoals 
Just <^)posite . Communipaw, and formed the identical isl- 
ands in question, while others drifted out to sea, and were 
never heard of more ! A sufficient proof of the fact is, 
that the rock which fonns the basis of these islands, is ex- 
actly similar to that of the Highlands, and moreover one 
of our philosophers, who has diligently compaared the a- 



* tt is a iDBlter long sitioe estabUabed by certain of our pbiloaQpbcar% 
that is to sajt having been often aclvanoed, and never contradicted, it 
has grown to be pretty nigh equal to a settled fact, that the Hudson 
was ori^allj a lake, dammed up by the mountains of the Highlands. 
In procesB of time, howerer, becoming Tery mighty and obstreperous, 
and the mountains waxing pursy, dropsical, and weak in the back, by 
reason of their extreme old age, it suddenly rose upon them^ and af- 
ter a violent struggle, effected its escape. This is said to have come to 
pass in very remote time, probably before that rivers had lost the art of 
running up hill. The foregoing is a theoxy in which I do not pretend 
to be skilled, notwithstanding that I do fnlly give it my belief. 
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greetnent of their respective surfaces, has even gone so far 
as to a£(suf e me, in confidence, that Gibbet Island was 
ori^nally nothing more nor less than a wart on Anthony's 
I16se. ♦ 

Leaving these wonderful little isles, they next coasted 
by Grovernor's Island, since terrible firom its fi-owning for- 
tress and grinning batteries. They would by no means, 
however, land upon this island, since they doubted much 
it might be the abode of demons and spirits, which in those 
days did greatly abound throughout this savage and pa^ 
gan country. 

Just at this tiitie it shdal of jolly porpoises came rolling 
and tumbling by, turning up their sleek sides to the sun, 
and spouting up the briny element in sparkling showers. 
No sooner did the sage Olofie mark this than he was great-, 
ly rejoiced. " This,** exclaimed he^ " if I mistake not, 
augurs well-— the porpoise is a &t, well conditioned fish — 
a burgomaster among fishes — his looks betoken eas^ plen- 
ty and prosperity — I greatly admiire this round &i fish, 
aild doubt not, but this i^ a happy omen of the success of 
our undertaking.** So saying, he directed his squadron to 
steer in the tract of these aldermen fishes. 

Turning, therefore, directly to die left, they swept vcp 
the strait, vulgarly called the East River. And here 
the rapid tide which courses through this strait, seizii^ 
on the gallant tub in which Commodore Van Kortlandt 
had embarked, hurried it forward with a velocity unpa- 
ralleled in a Dutch boat, navigated by Dutchmen ; inso- 
much that the good conunodore, who had all his life long 
been accustomed only to the drowsy navigation of canals, 
was more than ever convinced that they were in the hands 
of some supernatural power, and that the jolly porpoises 
were towing them to some fair haven that was to fulfil ali 
their wishes and expectations. 



* A promontor^r in the Highlands. 
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^us borne away by the resistless current, they doubled 
that boisterous point of land, since called Corlear's Hook,* 
ttnd leaving to the right the rich winding cove of the Wal- 
labout, where our in&nt navy is now-a^-days put out to 
nurse, they drifted into a magnificent expanse of water, 
surrounded by pleasant shores, whose verdure was exceed* 
ingly refireshing to the eye. While the voyagers were look- 
ing atound them, on what they conceived to be a serene 
and sunny lake, they beheld at a dist^ince, a crew of painted 
savages^ busily employed in fishing, who seemed more like 
the genii of this romantic region — their slender canoe 
lightly balanced like a feather on the undulating surface 
of the bay. 

At sight of these, the hearts of the heroes of Communi- 
,paw were not a little troubled. But as good fortune would 
have it, at the bow of the commodore's boat was stationed 
a very valiant man, named Hendrick Kip, (which being 
interpreted, means cAicAreit, a name given him in token of 
his courage). No sooner did he behold these Varlet hea^ 
thens than he trembled with excessive valour, and although 
a good half mile distant, he seized a musquetoon that lay 
at hand, and turning away his head, fired it most intre* 
jHdly in the fitce of the blessed sun. The blundering wea^ 
pon recoiled and gave the valiant Klip an ignominious kick, 
that laid him prostrate with uplified hedls in the bottom 
of the boat. But such was the efiect of this tremendous 
fire, that the wild men of the woods, struck with conster- 
nation, seized hastily upon their paddles, and shot away 
into one of the deep inlets of the Long-Island shore. 

This signal victory gave new spirits to the hardy voy- 
agers, and in honour of the achievement they gave the 
name of the valiant Kip to the surrounding bay, and it has 
continued to be called Kip's Bay, firom that time to the 
present. The heart of the good Van Kortlandt — ^who, 

* Properly spelt hoeck (i. e.) a point of land. 
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having no land of his own^ was a gi'eat admirer of edier 
people's— expanded at the sun^uous prospect of rich on* 
settled country around him, and fidling into a delkkms 
reverie, he straightway began to riot in the possession of 
vast meadows of salt marsh and interminable patches of 
cabbages. From this delectable vision he was all at once 
awakened by the sudden turning of the tide, which would 
so<m have hurried him from this land of promise, had not 
the discreet navigator given signal to steer for shcure; where 
they accordingly landed hard by the rocky heights c^ Bd- 
levue^^that happy retreat, where our jolly aldennen eat 
for the good of the dty, and &tten the turtle that are sa- 
crificed on civic solemnities. 

Here, seated on the greea sward, by the side of a small 
stream that ran sparkling among the grass, they r^reahed 
themselves after the toils of the seas, by feasting lustily cnb 
the ample stores which they had provided f(»r this perilous 
voyage. Thus havii^ well fortified their deliberative 
powers, they fell into an earnest consultation, what was 
further to be dcme. This was the first council dinner ever 
eaten at Bellevue by Christian burghers ; and here, as tra- 
dition relates, did ori^nate the great &mily feud between 
the Hardenbroecks and the Tenbroecks, which afberwaids 
had a singular influence on the building of the dty. Hie 
sturdy Hardenbroeck, whose eyes had be^i wondrously 
delighted vrith the salt marshes that spread their reeking 
bosoms along the coast, at the bottom of Kip's Bay, coun- 
selled by all means to return thither, and found the intend- 
ed city. This was strenuously opposed by the unb^iding 
Ten Broeck, and many testy arguments passed between 
them. The particulars of this controversy have not reached 
us, which is ever to be lamented ; this much is certain, 
that the sage Olofie put an ^id to the dispute, by deter- 
mining to explore still further in the route which tlie mys- 
terious porpoises had so clearly pointed out : whereupon 
the sturdy Tough Breeches abandoned the expedition, took 
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possession of a neigfaboQiing hill, and in a fit of great wradi 
peopled all that tmet of oountrjr, which has continiied to 
be inhafaiitod l^ the Hardenbroecks unto this Tery day. 

By this time the jolly Phoebus, like some wanton urchin, 
sporting on the side of a green hill, began to n^ down 
Ae dedivily of the heavens ; and now, the tide haying once 
more turned in thdr favour, the resdiute Pavonians again 
committed themselves to its discretion, and coasting along 
iSbe western shores were borne towards the straits of Black- 
well's Islamd. 

And here ihe capriciom wanderings of the current, oc- 
casioned not a little marvel and perplexity to these illus- 
trious mariners. Now would they be caught by the wan- 
ton edcBes, and, sweeping round a jutting point, would 
wind deep into some rcnnantic little cove, that indented 
the fior island of Maasia-hatta, now were they hurried nar- 
rowly hj the very bases of impending rocks, mantled with 
the flaunting griqpe vme, and crowned with groves that 
threw a iM*oad shade on the waves beneath; and anon they 
were borne »way into die mid-<jiannel, and waAed akng 
witii a rapidity that very much discomposed the sage Van 
KcHftlandt, wl»o, as he saw the land swifUy receding on ei- 
dier side, began exceedingly to doubt that terra firma was 
givisig <3hem ithe dip. 

Wheiever the voyagers tamed their ^es, a new crea^ 
tion fipeemed to bloom aroimd. No signs of human thrift 
appeared to check ^e deliciolis wildness of nature, who 
here levelled in all her luxiuiant variety. Those hills now 
brisded, like the fretful porcupine, :^ raws of poplai^s. 
(imiB, up(>ftart plants i minions of wealth and &shion ! ) 
wens tben adorned with the vigorous natives of the soil. 
The lordly oak, the generous dbesnut, the graceful elm- 
while here and there die tulip-troe reared his majestic head, 
the giant of the forest — ^where now are seen the gay retreats 
of luxury— ^villas half buried in twilight-bowers, whence 
the amorous flute ofi; breathes the sighings of some city 
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swain— there the fish-hawk built his solitary nest, on some 
dry tree that overlooked his watery domain. The timid 
deer fed undisturbed along those shores now hallowed by 
the lover's moon-light walk, and printed by the slender 
foot of beauty ; and a savage solitude extended over those 
happy regions, where now are reared the stately towers of 
the Joneses, the Schermerhomes and the Rhinelanders. 

Thus gliding in silent wonder through these new and 
unknown scenes, the gallant squadron of Pavonia sw^ 
by the foot of a promontory, that strutted forth boldly Into 
the waves, and seemed to frown upon them as they brawled 
against its base. This is the bluff well known to modem 
mariners by the name of Oracle's point, from the &ir ca^^ 
tie, which, like an elephant, it carries upon its back. And 
here broke upon their view a wild and varied prospect, 
where land and water were beauteously intermingled, as 
though they had combined to heighten and set off each 
other's charms. To their right lay the sedgy point of 
Blackwell's Island, drest in the fresh garniture of livii^ 
green : beyond it stretched the pleasant coast of Sunds* 
wick, and the small harbour well known by the name of 
Hallet's oove — a place in&mous, in latter days, by reason 
of its being the haunt of pirates who infest these seas, rob^ 
bing orchards and water-melon patches, and insulting gear 
demen navigators, when voyaging in their pleasure boats. 
To the lefl a deep bay, or rather creek, gracefully receded 
between shores fringed with forests, and forming a kind of 
vista, through which were beheld the sylvan regions of 
HaerJIem, M orrissania, and East Chester. Here the eye 
reposed with delight on a richly wooded country, diversi- 
fied by tufted knolls, shadowy intervals, and waving lines 
of upland, swelling above each other; while over the whde^ 
the purple mists of i^ring difiused a hue of soft volqptiH 
ousness. 

Just before them the grand course of the stream making 
a sudden bend, wound among embowered promontori^ 
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and shores of emerald verdure, that seemed to melt into 
the wave. A character of gendeness and mild fertility pre- 
vailed around. The smi had just descended, and the thin 
haze of twilight, like a transparent veil, drawn over the bo*- 
$om of virgin beau^, heightened the charms, which it half 
concealed. 

Ah ! witching scenes of foul delusion ! Ah f hapless 
voyagers, gazing with simple wonder on these Circean 
shores 1 Such, idas I are they, poor easy souls, who listen 
to the seductions of a wicked world-^^nneacheroHS are its 
smiles ! &tal its caresses. He who yields to its ^itice- 
ments launches upon a whelming tide, and trusts his fee- 
ble bark among the dimpling eddies of a whirlpool I And 
Aus it &red with the worthies of Pavonia, who, Uttle mis- 
trusting the guileful scene before them, drifted quietly on, 
until they were aroused by an uncommon tossing and a^ 
tation of their vessels. For now the late dimpling current 
began to brawl around them^ and the waves to boil and 
foam with horrific fury. Awakened as if from a dream, 
the astonished Olc^e bawled aloud to put about, but his 
words were lost amid the roaring of the waters. And now 
ensued a scene of direfid consternation : at one time they 
were borne with dreadful velocity, among tumultuous 
breakers, at another hurried down boisterous rapids. Now 
they were nearly dashed upon the H^i and Chickens, (in- 
famous rocks !-— more voracious than Scylla and her 
whelps;) and anon they seemed sinking into yawning 
gulphs, that threatened to entomb them beneath the waves. 
All the elements ccxnbined to produce a hideous confusion. 
The waters raged-^the winds howled — and as they were 
hurried along, several of the astonished mariners beheld 
the ro<^ and trees of the neighbouring shc»res, driving 
through the air I 

At length the mighty tub of Commodore Van Kort- 
Jandt was drawn into the vortex of that tremendpus whirU 

K 
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pool called the Pot, where it was whirled about in giddy 
maze^f until the senses of the good commander and Us 
drew were overpowered by the horror of the speney and the 
strangeness of the revolution. 

How the gallant squadron of Pavonia was snatched from 
the jaws of this modem Charybdis, has never been truly 
made known; for so many survived to tell the tale^ and, 
what is still more wonderful, told it in so many different 
ways, that there has ever prevailed a great variety of opr 
oions on the subject 

As to the commodore and his crew, when they came to 
their senses they found themselves stranded on the Long- 
island shore. The worthy commodore indeed, used to re- 
late many and wcmderfiil stories of his adventures in this 
time of peril, which by his account, did fiu; exceed those 
of the sage Ulysses, in the straits of Charybdis. For be 
saw spectres flying in the air, and heard the yelling of 
hobgoblins, and put his hand into the Pot when they were 
whirled around, and found the water scalding hot, and be- 
held several uncouth looking beings seated on rocks, and 
skimming it with huge ladles ; but particularly he declared 
with great exultation, that he saw the losel porpoises, 
which had betrayed them into this peril, some broiling on 
the gridiron, and others hissing in the firying-pan. 

These, however, were considered by many as mere phan- 
tasies of the commodore's imagination, while he lay in a 
trance ; especially as h^ was known to be given to dream- 
ing ; and the truth of them has never been clearly asce^ 
tained. It is certain, hpwever, that to the accounts of 0- 
loffe and his followers may be traced the various traditions 
handed down of this marvellous strait, as how the devil 
has been seen there, sitting astride of the hog's back and 
playing on the fiddle — ^how he broils fish there before a 
storm ; and many other stories, in which we must be cau- 
tious oif putting too much gdth. In consequence of all 
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theto terrific drciimi^taMes) th^ Pft VMiiftn Cdmrnflfider gttve 
this pass the nfltne tJl HeUt-^gaJt^ or m it has be^i interpreted^ 
Htll-gaU ;*' which it contiiiues to bear at the present dojr. 



CHAPTER V. 

How ike htroei bf Onrnmadpato rthimed wamewkai wUer than 
they ivefU-^^and how the sage Ohffe dreamed a dreanh-^^md He 
dream that he dreamed. 

The darkness of night had closed upon this disastrous 
day, and doldKil night was it to the shipwrecked Payo« 
nians, whose ears were incessantly assidled with the ra^^ng 
of the elements, aiid the howling of the hobgoblins that JuKi-> 
fested this perfidious strait. But when the morning dawned^ 
the horrors ofthe preceding evening had passed away ; ra^ 
pids, breakers and whirlpools had disappeared; the stream 
again ran stiooth and dimpltng, and hitving changed its 
tide, rolled gently back, towards the quarter where lay 
their much regretted home. ^ 

The woe-begone heroes of Communipaw eyed each other 



* This U a narrow strait in the sound, at the distance of Ak miles a- 
bove New-Yorl. tt is dangerous to shipping, unless under the cart 
of skilAil pilots, bj reason of numerous rocks, sh^lres, and whiripoob/ 
Thead have rddei^cd sundry appellations, such as the gridiron, frying* 
pan, hog*a bade, pot, &c. ; and are yeiy violent and turbulent at certain 
times of tide. Certain wise men who instruct these modem days have 
softened the above characteristic name into SurUgaUt which means 
nothing. I leave them to giv« their own etymolbgy. tlie name 80 
given t^ <mr author is supported by the map in Yuider Doixsk'a hi»* 
tory, published in 1656, by Ogilvie*s history of America, 1671, aa alao 
by a journal still extant, written in the 16th centuiy, and to be found 
in Hazard's State Papers. And an old MS., written in French, speak- 
ing of various, alterations in naiiies about this diy^ observes, ** Be 
BeSUmaU^ liou d*En&r, ils oot ftit HdUgate^ porte d*£nfer.'* 



A. 
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with rueful countenances; their squadron had been totai^ 
1 J diqiersed by the kite disaster. S<»ne w«re cast upoa 
the western shore, where^ headed by one Ruleff Hof^ier^ 
they took possession of all the countiy lying about th^ six 
mile stone ; which is held by the Hoppers at this present 
writing. 

The Waldrons w^re driven by stress of weathar to a 
distant coast, where, having with them a jug of genuine 
Hollands, they were enabled to. conciliate the savages, set' 
ting up a kind of tavern ; from whence, it is said^ did 
spring the &ir town of Haerlem, in which tfa^ descen- 
dants have ever since continued to be reputable publicans. 
As to the Suydams^ they were thrown upcm the Lotig- 
island coast, and may still be found in those parts. Bnt 
the most singular luck attended the great Ten Broeck, 
who, falling overboard, was miraculously preserved fitMn 
sinking by the multitude of his nether garments. Thus 
buoyed up, he floated on the waves, like a merman, until 
he landed safely on a rock, where he was found the next 
morning, busily diying his many breeches in the sunshine. 

I forbear to treat of the long consultation of our adven- 
turers — how they determined that it would not do to found 
a city in this diabolical neighbourhood, and ho^ at length, 
with fear and trembling, they ventured once more upon 
the briny element, and steered their course back for Com- 
munipaw. Suffice it, in simple brevity, to say, that afler 
toiling back through the scenes of their yesterday's voyage, 
Aey at length c^ned the southern point of Manna-hata, 
and gfdned a distant view of their beloved Commtmipaw. 

And here they were opposed by an obstinate eddy, that 
resisted all the efforts of the exhausted mariners. Weary 
and dispirited, they could no longer make head against 
the power of the tide, or rather, as some will have it, of 
old Neptune, who, anxious to guide them to a spot, where- 
on shcndd be founded his strong-hold in this western world, 
sent half a score of potent billows, that rolled the tub of 
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Commocbre Van Kordandt high and dry on the shoras 
of Manna-hata. 

Having thus in a manner been guided by supernatural 
power to this delightsome island, their first care was to 
light a fire at the foot of a large tree, that stood upon the 
point at pi*eseht called the battery. Then gathering toge- 
ther great store of oysters Which abounded on the shore^ 
and emptying the omteiUs of their wallets, they prepared 
and made a sumptuous council rqpast. The worthy Van 
Kordandt was observed to be particularly zealous in his 
devotions to the trencher; for having the cares of the ex- 
pedition especially committed to his care, he deemed it in- 
cumbent on him to eat profoundly for the public good. 
In proportion as he filled himself to the very brim with the 
dainty viands before him^ did the heart of this excellent 
Burgher seem to rise up towards his throat, until he seemed, 
crammed and almost choked with good eating and good 
nature* And at such times it is, when a xoan's heart is in 
his throat, that he may more truly be said to speak firom 
it, and his speeches abound with kindness and good fel- 
lowship. Thus the worthy Olofie having, swallowed the 
last possible morsel, and washed it down with a fervent 
potation, ielt.his heart yearning, and his whole fi*ame in a 
manner dilating with unbounded benevolencie. Every 
thing around him seemed excellent and delightful; and, 
laying his hands on each side of his capacious periphery, 
and rolling his half closed eyes around on the beautifUl 
diversity of land and water before him, he exclaimed, 
in a fat half smothered vdice, << What a charming pros- 
pect I" The words died away in his throat — ^he seemed to 
ponder on the fiur scene for a moment— his eyelids heavi- 
ly closed over their orbs— his head drooped upon his bo- 
som—he slowly sunk upcm the green turf, and a deep sleep 
stole gradually upcm him. 

And the sage Oloffe dreamed a dreamr— and lo, the good 
St. Nicholas came riding over the tops of the trees, in that 
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self-same waggon wherein he brings his yearly fMresentsto 
children ; and he came and descended hard by where the 
heroes of Conmnmipaw had made their late repast* And 
the shrewd Van Kortkndt knew him by his broad hat^ his 
long pipe^ and the resemblance which he bore to Ifae'fi- 
gureon the bow of the Goede Vrouw. Andhelithisf^pe 
by the fire, and he sat hknself down and«moked; and as 
he smoked, the smoke from his pipe ascended into the air 
and spread likeia cloiui over head. And the sage Oloffe 
bethought him, and he hastened and climbed up to the tap 
of one of the tallest trees, and saw that the smoke spread 
over a great extent of country ; and as he considered it 
more attentively, he &noied that the great volume of smoke 
assumed a varie^ of marvellous forms, where in dim ob- 
scurity he saw shadowed out palaces and domes, and lof- 
ty spires, all which lasted but a moment, and then £suled 
away, imtil the whole rolled off, and nothing but the green 
woods were left. And when St. Nicholas had smoked his 
pipe, he twisted it in his hat-band, and laying his finger 
beside his nose gave the astonished Van Kortlandt a veiy 
significant look; then mounting his waggon, he returned 
over the tree tops and disappeared. 

And Van Kortlandt awoke fix>m hi^ sleep greatly in* 
structed, and he aroused his companions and related to 
them his dream : aiid interpreted it, that it wad the will of 
St. Nicholas that they should settle down and build the 
city here. And that the smoke of the pipe was a type 
how vast should be the extent of the city ; iuasmuch as 
the vbl^mnes of its smoke should spread over a vast extent 
of c<yiChtry. And they all with one voice assented to this 
tntar^etation excepting Mynheer Ten Broeck, who de- 
clared the meaning to be that it should be a city wherein 
a little fire should occasion a great smoke, or, in other 
words, a very vapouring little city— both which interpret 
tations have strangely come to pass I 

The great object of their perilous expedition, therefore, 
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beitig thus, happily accompliished} the voyi^ers returned 
merrily to Communipaw, where they were received with 
great rej(»cings. And here calling a general meeting of 
all the wise men and the dignitaries of Bavonia, .they ref- 
lated the whole history of their voyage and of the dream 
of Oloffe Van Kortlandt. And the people lifted up their 
voices and blessed the good St. Nicholas, and from that 
time forth the sage Van Kortlandt was held in more ho- 
nour than ever, for his great, talent at dreaming, and was 
pronounced a mpst useful citizen and a right good man — 
when he was asleep. 



CHAPTER VL 

Containing an attempt at. eiifmoiogy — and qf the founding of 
the. great cit^ qf New^Amsterdam. 

The original name of the island wherein the squadron 
of Communipaw was thus propitiously thrown, is a matter 
of some dispute, and has already undergone considerable 
vitiation.p-.*a melancholy proof of the instability of all sub- 
lunary things^ and the vanity of all our hopes of lasting 
fame ; for who can expect his name wiU live to posterity, 
when even the names of mighty islands are thus soon lost 
in contradicti(m and uncertainty I 

The name most current at the present day, and which 
is likewise countenanced by the great historian Vander 
Donck, is Manhattan ; which is said to have originated in 
a custom among the squaws, in the early settlement, of 
wearing men's hats, as is still done among many tribes. 
<< Hence," as we are told by an old governor who was 
somewhat of a wag, and flourished almost a century since, 
and had paid a visit to the wits of Philadelphia — " Hence 
arose the appellation of man-hat-on» first given to the In- 
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dians, and afterwards to the island :" a stupid joke !~biit 
well enough for a governor. 

Among the more venerable sources of infimnation on 
this subject, is that valuable history of the American pos» 
sessions, written by Master Richard Blome in 16S7, * 
wherein it is called Manhadaes and Manahanent; nor 
must I forget the excellent litde book, fidl <^ precious 
matter, of that authentic historian, Jc^ Josselyn, Gentf 
who expressly calls it M anadaes. 

Another etymology still more ancient, and sanctioned 
by the countenance of our ever to be lamented Dutch an* 
cestors, is that found in certain letters still extant ;;{; which 
passed between the early governors and their neighbour< 
ing powers, wherein it is called indifferently Monhattoes, 
Munhatos, and Manhattoes, which are evidently unim- 
portant variations of the same name ; for our wise fore- 
fathers set litde store by those niceties either in ortfaogra* 
phy or orthoepy, which form the sole study and ambition 
of many learned men and women of this hypercritical age. 
This last name is said to be derived from the great Indian 
spirit Manetho; who was supposed to make this island 
his &vourite abode on account of its uncommon delights. 
For the Indian traditions affirm, that the bay was once a 
translucid lake, filled with silver and golden fish, in the 
midst of which lay this beautiful island, covered with every 
variety of fruits and flowers ; but that the sudden imqition 
of the Hudson laid waste these blissful scenes, and Ma^ 
netho took his flight beyond the great waters of Ontario. 

These, however, are fobulous legends, to which very 
cautious credence must be given ; and although I am wil- 
ling to admit the last quoted orthography of the name, as 

- • This history is to be found in the library of the New- York "Hw 
itorical Society. 

+ Idem. 

$ Vide Hazard's Col. Stat. Pap. 
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very suitable for prose^ yet is there another one founded 
on still more ancient and indisputable authcmty, which I 
partieularly delight in, seeing that it is at once poetical, 
melodious, and significant; and this is recorded in the 
before-mentioned voyage of the great Hudson, written by 
Master Juet; who dearly and correctly odls it Manna- 
HATA : that is to say, the island of Manna, or in other 
words, << a land flowing with milk and honey V* 

It having been solemnly resolved that the seat of an- 
pire should be transferred firom the green shores of Piu- 
vonia to this delectable island, a vast multitude embarked, 
and migrated across the mouth of the Hudson, under the 
guidance of Oloffe the Dreamer, who was appointed pro<- 
tector or patron to the new settlement. 

And here let me bear testimony to the matchless ho- 
nesty and magnanimity of our worthy forefathers, who 
purchased the soil of the native Indians, before erecting a 
sin^e roof; a circumstance singular and almpst incredible 
in die annals of discovery and colonization. 

The first settlement was made on the southwest point 
of the island, on the very spot where the good St. Nicholas 
had appeared in the dream. Here they built a mighty 
and impregnable fort and trading house, called Fort Am- 
sterdam, which stood on that eminence at present occupied 
by the custom-house, with the open space kiow called the 
bowling-green, in front. 

Around t^ potent fortress was soon seen a numerous 
pn^;eny of liltle Dutch houses, with tiled roo&, all which 
seemed mbsl lovingly to nestle under its walls, like a brood 
of half fledged chickens sheltered under the wings of the 
mother hen. The whole was surrounded by an enplp;5ure 
of strong palisadoes, to guard against any 3udden irrupi^ 
tion of the savages who wajudered in hordes about the 
jswamps and forests, that jsxtended over those tracts of 
country at present called Broadway, WaU-^street, Wil« 
liam-street, and Pearl^str^eet. 



/^v^ 
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No gocmer was the colony once planted than it took 
root and throve amazingly, for it would seem that this 
thrice fitvoured island is like a munificent dunghill, where 
every foreign weed finds kindly nourishmenty and soon 
shoots up, and expands to greatness. 

And now the infimt setdement having advanced in age 
and stature, it was thought high time it should receive an 
honest Christian name, and it was accordingly called New- 
Amsterdam. It is true there were smne advocates for the 
original Indian name, and many of the best writers of the 
province did kmg continue to call it by the title of << Hie 
Manhattoes," but this was discountenanced by the autho- 
rities, as being heathenish and savage. Besides, it was 
considered an excellent and praiseworthy measure to name 
it after a great city of the old world ; as by that means.it 
was induced to emulate the greatness and renovm of its 
namesake — ^in the manner that little snivelling urchins are 
called after great statesmen, saints, and worthies, and re- 
nowned generals of yore, upon which they all industri- 
ously copy their examples, and coine to be very migh^ 
men in dieir day and generation. 

The thriving state of the settlement, and the rapid in- 
crease of houses, gradually awakened the good Oloffis fitnn 
a deep lethargy, into which he had &llen after the building 
of the fort. He now began to think it was time some plan 
should be devised, on which the increasing town should 
be built. Summoning, therefore, his coimsellors and co- 
adjutors together, they took pipe in mouth, and forthwith 
sunk into a very sound deliberation on the subject. 

At the very outset of the business an unexpected diffe- 
rence of opinion arose,* and I mention it with mudi sor- 
rowing, as being the first altercation on record in the 
councils of New- Amsterdam. It was a breaking forth of 
the grudge and heartburning, that had existed between 
those two eminent burghers. Mynheers Tenbroedc and 
Hardenbroeck, ever since their unhappy altercation on 
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the co^t of Bellevue*. The great Hardenbreeck had 
waxed .very wealthy and powerful from his domains, 
which eoibraoed the whole chain of Apulean mountains 
that stretch along the gulf of I^'s Bay, and from part of 
which his descendants have been expelled in latter ages 
by die powerfid dans of the Joneses and the Shermer- 
homes*. 

An ingenious plan for the cily was offered by Mynheer 
Tenbroed^ who proposed that it should be cut up and 
intersected by canals, after the manner of the most ad* 
mired dties in Holland. To this Mynheer Hardenbroeck 
was diaxnetricaUy opposed, suggesLg in place thereof 
that they should run out docks and wharfi, by means of 
piles, driven into the bottom of the river, on which the 
town should be built. << By these means," said he tri- 
umphantly, << shall we rescue a considerable space of 
territory from these immense rivers, and build a city 
that shall rival Amsterdam, Venice, or any amphibious 
dty in Europe." To this proposition. Ten Broeck (or 
Ten Breeches) replied, with a look of as much scorn as 
he could possibly assume. He cast the utmost censure 
upon the plan of his antagonist, as being preposterous, 
and against the very order of things, as he would leave to 
every true Hollander. " For what," said he, << is a town 
without canals ? — It is like a body without veins and ar- 
teries, and must perish for want of a free circulation of the 
vital fluid." Tough Breeches, on the contrary, retorted 
with a sarcasm upon his antagonist, who was somewhat of 
an arid, dry boned habit; he remarked, that as to the cir^ . 
culation of the blood being necessary to existence, Myn- 
heer Ten Breeches was a living contradiction to his own 
assertion; for every body knew there had not a drop of 
blood circulated through his wind-dried carcase for good 
ten years, and yet there was not a greater busybody in the 
whole colony. Personalities have seldom much effect in 
TTiAing converts in argument ; nor have I ever seen a man 
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convinced of error, by being convicted of deformity . ' At 
least stidi was not the case at present Ten Breeches was 
veiy acrimonious in reply, and Toilgh Breeches,, who was 
a stoidy little man, and never gavd up the last word, re- 
j(tiil^ with increasing spirit — Teil Breeches had the ad- 
vantage of the greatest vohibility, but Tough Breechesr 
had that invaluable coat of mail in argument called obsti" 
nacy-^Ten Breechcis had, therefore, the most inettle, but 
Toilgh Breeches the best bottom—so that though Ten 
Breeches made a dreadful clattering about his ears, and 
battered and belaboured him with hard words and sound 
arguments ; yet Tough Breeches hung on most resolutely 
to the last. They parted, therefore, as is usual in all ar- 
guments where both parties are in the right, without com- 
ing to any conclusion ; but they hated each other most 
heartily for ever after, and a similar breach with that be- 
tween the houses of Capulet and Montague, did ensue be« 
tween the fiimilies of Ten Breeches and Tough Breeches. 

I would not fatigue my reader with these dull matters 
of &ct, but that my duty as a faithfid historian, requires 
that I should be particular; and in truth, as I am now 
treating of the critical period, when our city, like a young 
twig, first received the twists and turns, that have since 
contributed to give it the present picturesque irregularity 
for which it is celebrated, I cannot be too minute in de^ 
tailing their first causes. 

After the unhappy altercation I have just mentioned, I 
do not find that any thing fiuther was said on the subject 
worthy of being recorded. The council, consisting of the 
largest and oldest heads in the community, met regularly 
once a week, to ponder on this momentous subject; but 
either they were deterred by the war of words they had 
witnessed, or they were naturally averse to the exercise of 
the tongue, and the consequent exercise of the brains- 
certain it is, the most profoimd silence was maintained— 
the question as usual lay on the table— the members qui'» 
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etly smoked their pipes, making but few laws, without 
ever enforcing any, and in the mean time the a£birs of the 
settlement went on— as it pleased God; 

As most of the council were but little skilled in the 
mystery of C(Hnbining pot-hooks and hangers, they deter- 
mined, most judiciousily, not to puzzle either themselves or 
posterity with voluminous records. The secretary, how- 
ever, kept the minutes of the council with tolerable preci- 
sion, in a large vellum folio, &stened with massy brass 
clasps t the journal of each meeting consisted but of two 
Unes, stating in Dutch, that, << the council sat this day, 
and smoked twelve pipes on the afiairs of the colony."-*- 
By which it appears that the first settlers did not regulate 
their time by hours, but pipes, in the same manner as they 
measure distances in Holland at this very time ; an admi- 
rably eXBct measurement, as a pipe in the mouth of a true 
bom Dutchman, is never liable to those accidents and ir- 
regularities that are continually putting our clocks out of 
order. 

In this manner did the profound coimcil of New- Am- 
sterdam smoke, and doze, and ponder, irom week to 
week, month to mcmth, and year to year, in what manner 
they should construct their infimt settlement : mean while, 
the townr took care of itself, and like a sturdy brat which 
is suffered to nm about wild, unshackled by clouts and 
bandages, and other abominations, by which your notable 
nurses and sage old women cripple and disfigure the chil- 
d«n of men, increased so rapidly in strength and magni. 
tude, that before the honest burgomasters had determined 
upon a plan, it was too late to put it in execution— where- 
upon they wisely abandoned the subject altogether. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

How the Cihf i^f New^Anuterdam waxed greai, under ike 
protecHoH of Olqffe ike Dreamer, 

There is something exceedingly delusive in thus look- 
ing back, through the long vista of departed years^ and 
catching a glimpse of the fisdry realms dT antiquity that lie 
beyond. Like some goodly landscape melted into dis- 
tance, they receive a thousand charms fircm their very 
obscurity, and the &ncy delights to fill up tjieir outlines 
with graces and excellencies of its own creation. Thus 
beam on my imagination those happier days of our dty^ 
when as yet New- Amsterdam was a mere pastoral town, 
shrouded in groves of sycamore and willows, and sur- 
rounded by trackless forests and wide spreading waters, 
that seemed to shut out all the cares and vanities of a 
wicked world. 

In those days did this embryo city present the rare and 
noble spectacle of a community governed without laws ; 
and thus being left to its own course, and the fostering 
care of providence^ increased as rapidly as though it had 
been burthened with a dozen panniers full of those sage 
laws that are usually heaped oh the backs of young cities 
—•in order to make them grow. And in this particular 
I greatly admire the wisdom and sound knowledge of hu- 
man nature, displayed by the sage Oloffe the Dreamer, 
and his fellow legislators. For my part I have not so bad 
an opinion of mankind as many of my brother philoso- 
phers. I do not think poor human nature so sorry a piece 
of workmanship as they would make it out to be ; and as 
&r as I have observed, I am fiilly satisfied that mail, if left 
to himself, would about as readily go right as wrong. It 
is only this eternally sounding in bis ears that it is his duty 
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to go right, that makes him go the very reverse. The no* 
ble independem^ of his miture revolts at this intolerable 
tyramiy of law, aod the perpetual interference of officious 
morality, which is ever besetting his path with finger-posts 
and directions to <<keep to the right, as the law directs;'' 
and like a spirited urchin, he turns directly contrary, and 
gallops through mud and mire, over hedges and ditches, 
merely to show that he is a lad of spirit, and out of his 
leading strii^. And these opinions are anqily substanr 
tiated by wh^ I have above said of our worthy ancestors; 
who never being be-preached and be-lectured, and guided 
and governed by statutes and laws and bye-laws, as are 
their more enli^tened descendants, did one and all de» 
mean themselves honestly and peaceably, out of pure ig- 
norance, or in other words— because they knew no het^t. 

Nor must I omit to record, one of the earliest measures 
of this in&nt settlement, inasmuch as it shows the piety of 
our fore&thers, and that, like good Christians, they were 
always ready to serve God, after they had first served 
themselves. Thus, having quietly settled themselves down, 
and provided for their own comfort, they bethought them- 
selves of testifying their gratitude to the great and good 
St. Nicholas, for his protecting care, in guiding them to 
this delectable abode. To this end they built a fiiir and 
goodly chapel within the fort, which they consecrated to 
his name; whereupon he immediately took the town of 
New- Amsterdam under his peculiar patronage, and he has 
ever since been, and I devoutly hope will ever be, the tu- 
telar saint of this excellent city. 

1 am moreover told that there is a little legendary book, 
somewhere extant, written in low Dutch, which says, that 
the image of this renowned saint, which whilome graced 
the bowsprit of the Goede Vrouw, was elevated in fi*ont of 
this chapel, in the very centre of what, in modem days,* 
is called the Bowling Green. And the legend fiirther 
treats of divers miracles wrought by the mighty pipe which 
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the saint held in his. mouth ; a whiff (^ which was a sove* 
reign cure for an indigestion— an invaluable relique in dus 
colony of brave trenchermen. As, however, in spite of 
the most diligent search, I cannot lay my hands upon this 
litde book, I must confess that I entertain conaiderable 
doubt on the subject. 

Thus benignly fostered by the good St. Nicholas, the 
burghers of New- Amsterdam beheld their settlement in- 
crease in magnitude and population, and soon become the 
metropolis of divers settlements, and an extensive terri- 
tory. Already had the disastrous pride of colonies and 
dependencies, those banes of a sound-hearted empire, en- 
tered into their imaginations ; and Fort Aurania on the 
Hudson, Fort Nassau on the Delaware, and Fort Groede 
Hoep on the Connecticut river, seemed to be the darling 
o£&pring of the venerable council. * Thus prosperously, 
to ail appearance, did the province of New Netherlands 
advance in power ; and the early history of its metropolis 
presents a fair page, unsullied by crime or calamity. 

Hordes of painted savages still lurked about the tangled 
forests and rich bottoms of the unsettled part of the Island 
—-the hunter pitched his rude bower of skins and bark be- 
side the rills that ran through the cool and shady glens, 
while here and there might be seen on some sunny knoll, 
a group of Indian wigwams, whose smoke arose above the 



* The province about this time, extended on the north to Fort An- 
ninia or Orange (now the dty of Albanj) situated about 160 miles up 
the Hudson river. Indeed the province claimed quite to the river St 
liawrence ; but this daim was not much insisted on at the time, as the 
country beyond Fort Aurania was a perfect wilderness. On the south 
the province iieaphed to Fort Nassau, on the south river, since caDied 
the Delaware ; and on the east it extended to the Yarshe (or ftesh) li- 
ver, now the Connecticut. On this last frontier was likewise erected a 
fort and trading house, much about the spot where at p^resei^t is situa- 
ted the pleasant town of Hartford. This was called Fort Goede Hoep» 
(or Good Hope) and was intended fa well for the purpose of trade, V 
of defence. =^. 
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neighbouring trees/ and floated in the txanqtmrent Mai^ 
phere. By degrees a mutual goodwill hiid grown up bet 
tween these wandering bdngs and the burgheri of New^ 
Amsterdam; Our . bene'volent fore&thers endeavaared Us 
much as possible to ameliorate their situation, by giving 
them gin^ rum, and glass beads, in exchange for their pel- 
tries!, for it seems the kind-hearted Dutchmen had cgow 
ceiyed a great fiiendship for their sjayage neighbours, on 
account of. their being pleasant men to trad0 with, aiid lilt* 
de skilled in the art of making a bargain^ 

Now and then a crew of Uiese half-human sons of the 
forest would make their appearance in the streets of New- 
Amsterdam, fimtastically painted and decorated with beads 
and flaunting feathers, sauntering about with an air of list* 
leds indijGference-Hsometimes in the market-place, instruct- 
ing the litde Dutch boys in the use of the bow and arrow 
•—at other times, inflamed with liquor, swaggering and 
whooping and yelling about the town like so many fiends, 
to the great dismay of all the good wiyes, who would hur- 
ry their children into the house, &sten the doors, and throw 
water upon the enemy from the garret windows. It is 
worthy of mention here, that our fore&thers were yery par-r 
ticular in bidding up these wild men as excellent dome»v 
tic examples ; and for reasons that may be gathered from 
the history of Master Ogilyie, who tells us, that " for the 
least offence the bridegrpi^n soundly beats his wife and 
turns her out ctf doors, and marries another, iniK>much Aat 
some of them have every year a new wife.'^ Whether 
this awflil example had any influence or not, history does 
not mention ; but it is certain that our grandmothers were 
miracles iof fidelity and obedienccp 

True it is, that the good understanding between our aun 
cestors and their savage neighbours, was liable to occa^* 
sumaj interruptions, and I have heard my grandmother, 
who was a very wise old woman, and well yersed in the 
history of these parts, te\l & long story, of a wii^r's ^Vf^ii* 

M 
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ing, about a batde between the New- Amsterdammers and 
the IndittiiSi which was known by the name of the peatk' 
war; and which took pkce near a peach orctiard, in^ 
dark glen, which for a long while went by the name of 
Murderer's Valley. 

The legoid of this sylvan war was long current among 
the nurses, old wives, and oth^r ancient chroniclers of the 
piBce ; but time and improvement have almost obliterated 
both the tradition and the scene of butde ; for what was 
once the blood stained vaUey is now in the centre of this 
p<q>u]ons city, and known by the name of D^slreet. 

Tlie accumtdating wealth and consequence of New- Am- 
sterdam and its dependencies, at length awakened the ten- 
d^ solicitude of the mother country; who finding it a 
thriving and opulent colony, and that it promised to yidid 
great profit, and no trouble, all at once became wonder- 
folly anxious about its safety, and began to load it with 
tokens of regard, in the same manner that your knowing 
people are sure to overwhebn rich relations with their af* 
fection and loving-kindness. 

' The usual marks of protection shown by mother coun- 
tries to wealthy colonies, were forthwith manifested j die 
first care always being to send rulers to the new setde- 
ment, with orders to squeeze as much revenue fix)m it as 
it will yield. Accordingly in the year of our Lord, lB29, 
Mynheer Wouteb Van Twillee, was appointed gover- 
nor of the province of NiettW Nederlandts, under the com- 
mission and control of their High Mightinesses, the Lords 
States-Gener^ of the United Netherlands, atid the privi; 
l^ed West^India Company. 

This renown^ old gentleman arrived at New- Amster- 
dam in the merry month of June, the sweetest month in 
all the year; when Dan Apollo seems to dance np the 
transparent firmament — when the robin, th^ thrush, and 
a thousand other wanton sdUgsters make the woods to re* 
sound with amorous ditties, and the luxurious little bob- 
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lincon revels among the clover blossoms of the meadows; 
all which happy coincidences persuaded the old dames of 
New- Amsterdam, who were skilled in the art of foretel- 
ling events, that this wastto be a ha{^y and prosperous ad- 
ministration. 

But as it would.be dero^tory to the consequence of the 
first Dutch govenx>r of the great province of l^^euw Ne- 
derlandts, to be thus scurvUy introduced at the end of a 
chapter, I will put an end to this second book of my his- 
tory, that I may usher him in with more dignity in the be- 
ginning of my next . . 
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CHAPTER L 

Of the renowned Wouter Van TwUler, his unparalleled virtues^ 
as Ukemise his unutterable wisdom in the law case of Wandk 
Schoonhoven and Barent Bleecker — and the great admiratioH 
of the public thereat. 

IjrrtiEVOus and very much to be commiserated is the task 
of the feeling historian, who writes the history of his na- 
tive land. If it fall to his lot to be the sad recorder of 
calamity or crime, the mournful page is watered with his 
tears t nor can he recall the most prosperous and blissiid 
era, without a melancholy sigh at the reflection, that it has 
passed away for ever ! I know not whether it be owing 
to an immoderate love for the simplicity of former times, 
or to that certain tenderness of heart incident to all senti- 
mental historians; but I candidly confess that I cannot 
look back on the happier days of our city, which I now 
describe, without a sad dejection of the spirits* With a 
faultering hand do I withdraw the curtain of oblivion, that 
veUs the modest merit of our venerable ancestors | and as 
their figures rise to my mental vision, humble myself be- 
fore the mighty shades. 

Such are my feelings when I revisit the family mansion 
of the Knickerbockers, and spend a lonely hour in the 
chamber where hang the portraits of my forefiithersy 
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shrottded in diis^ like the forms they Represent With 
pious reverenoe- do I gaze on the countenances of those 
renowned burghers^ who have preceded me in the steady 
march of existence': whose sdber and temperate blood 
now meanders through my yeins^ flowing slower and 
slower in its feeble conduits, until its current shall soon 
be stopped for ever I 

These, say I to myself are but frail memorials of the 
mighty men who flourished in the days of the patriarchs | 
but who, alas, have long since mouldered in that tomb, 
towards which my steps are insensibly and irresistibly 
hastening ! As I pace the darkened chamber and lose 
myself in melancholy musings, the shadowy images around 
me almost seem to steal once more into existence : their 
countenances to assume the animation of life — their eyes 
to pursue me in every movement I Carried away by the 
delusions of fancy, I almost Jmagine myself surrounded 
by the shades of the depluted, and holding sweet coiyrerse 
with the worthies of antiquity I Ah, hapless Diedrich I 
bom in a degenerate age, abandoned to the bufletdngs of 
fortune— -a stranger and a weary pilgrim in thy native 
land ; blest with no weeping wife, nor &mily of helpless 
children ; but doomed to wander neglected through those 
crowded streets, and elbowed by foreign upstarts from 
those fidr abodes where once thine ancestors held sove- 
reign empire i 

Let me notj however, lose the historian in the man, nor 
sufler the doating recollections of age to overcome me, 
while dwelling with fond garrulity on the virtuous days of 
the patriarchs^ — on those sweet days of simplicity and ease, 
which never more will dawn on the lovely island of Man- 
na^hata ! 

The renowned Wouter (or Walter) Van Twiller, was 
descended from a long line of Dutch burgomasters, who 
had successively dozed away their lives, and grown &t 
upon the bench of magistracy in Rotterdam ; and who 
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had comported themselves with such singulflor wisdom and 
propriety^ that they were never either heard or talked of 
-r-which, next to being imiversaUy a^^lan^d, sbonld be 
the object of ambition to all sage inagistrates and ruli»r& 

His sunuuQe of Twiller, is said to be a corruption of 
the original' T^jfier^ which in English means dombUr ; a 
name admirably descriptive of his deliberadve habits. For 
though he was a man, shut up within himself like an 
oyster, and of such a profouncUy reflective, turn, that he 
scarcely ever spoke except in monosyllables; yet did he 
never make up his mind on any doubtful point. This 
was clearly accounted for by his adherents, wha affirmed 
that he always conceived every subject on so comprehen- 
sive a scale, that he had not room in his head to turn it 
over and examine both sides of it ; so that he always re- 
mained in doubt, merely in consequence of the astonish- 
ing magnitude of his ideas ! 

There are two opposite ways by which s<mie men get 
into notice— one by talking a vast deal and thinking a lit- 
tle, and the other by holding their tongues and not think- 
ing at all. By the first, many a vapouring superficial 
pretender acquires the reputation of a man of quick parts 
—by the other, many a vacant dunderpate, like the owl, 
the stupidest of birds, comes to be complimented, by a dis- 
cerning world, with all the attributes of wisdom. This, 
by the way, is a mere casual remark, which I would not 
for the universe have it thought I apply to Governor Van 
Twiller. On the contrary, he was a very wise Dutchman, 
for he never said a foolish thing ; and of such invincible 
gravity, that he was never known to laugh, or even to 
smile, through the course of a long and prosperous life. 
Certain, however, it is, there never was a matter proposed, 
however simple, and on which your common narrow 
minded mortals would rashly determine at the first glance, 
but what the renowned Wbuter put on a mighty m3rste- 
rious, vacant kind of look, shook his capadoi^ head^ and 
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having smoked for five minutes with redoubled earnest* 
nesS) sagely observed, that << he had his doubts about the 
matter:"*— which, in process of time, gained him the cha* 
racter of a man slow of belief, and not easily imposed on. 
The person of this illustrious old gentleman was a sregu^ 
larly formed, and .nobly proportioned, as though it had 
been moulded by the hands of some cunning Dutch sta« 
tuary, as a model of majesty and lordly grandeur. He 
was exactly five feet six inches in height, and six feet five 
inches in circumference. His head was a perfect sphere, 
far excelling in magnitude that of the great Pericles (who 
WB£ thence waggishly called Schenocephalusf or onion 
head)— ^indeed, of such stupendous dimensions was it^ that 
dame Nature herself, with all her sex's ingenuity, would 
have been puzzled to construct a neck capable of support- 
ing it; wherefore she wisely declined the attempt, and 
settled it firmly on the top of his back-bone, just between 
th^ shoulders ; where it remained, as snugly bedded as a 
ship of war in the mud of the Potowmac. His body was 
of an oblong form, particularly capacious at bottom; 
ffhich was wisely ordered by providence, seeing that he 
was a man of sedentary habits, and very averse to the 
idle laboixr ofiwalking. His legs, thoHgh exceeding shorty 
^ere* sturdy in proportion to the weight they had to sus- 
tain ; so that when erect he had not a little^the appear- 
ance of a' robustious beer barrel, standing on skids. His 
&ibe, that 'in&llible index of the mind, presented a vast 
^exj^anse p^ectly unfurrowed or deformed by any of those 
lims and aisles, which dbsfigure the human countenance 
tlithwfaat is termed ex^nression. Two small grey eyes 
{twinkled feebly in the midst, like two stars of lesser ma^- 
jutude^'in a hazy firmament ; and his fiill fed cheeks, which 
seemed to have taken toll of every thing diat went into his 
mliiMith^ were curiously mottled and stareaked with dusky 
jred, 13ce » Spitzenberg af^le. 

His'habite were as regular as his person. He daily 
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took his four stated meals, appropriating exactly an hour 
to each; he smoked and doubted dght hours, and he slept 
the remaining twelve of the four-and-twenty. Such was 
the renowned Wouter Van Twiller— *a true philosq^her, 
for his mind was either elevated above, or tranquilly set- 
tled below, the cares and perplexities of diis world. He 
had lived in it for years, without feeling the least curiosity 
to know whether the sun revolved round it, or it round 
the sun ; and he had even watched for at least half a ceo*- 
tury, the smoke curling from his pipe to the ceiling, with- 
out once troubling his head with any of those numerous 
theories, by which a philosopher would have perplexed 
his brain, in accounting for its rising above the surround^ 
ing atmosphere. 

In his council he presided with great state and solemnily. 
He sat in a huge chair of solid oak hewn in the celebrated 
forest of the Hague, &bricated by an experienced Tim- 
merman of Amsterdam, and curiously carved about the 
arms and feet, into exact imitations of gigantic eagles' claws. 
Instead of a sceptre, he swayed a long Turkish pipe, 
wrought with jasmin and amber, which had been presented 
to a stadtholder of Holland, at the conclusion of a treaty 
with one of the petty Barbary powers. In this stately 
chair would he sit, and this magnificent pipe would he 
smoke, shaking his right knee with a constant motion, 
and fixing his eye for hours together upon a little print of 
Amsterdam, which hung in a black frame against the op* 
posite wall of the council chamben Nay, it has even 
been said, that when any deliberation of extraordinary 
length and intricacy was on the carpet, the renowned 
Wouter would absolutely shut his eyes for full two hours 
at a time, that he might not be disturbed by external ob« 
jects; and at such times the internal commotion of bis 
mind, was evinced by certain regular guttural sounds, 
which his admirers declared were merely the noise of 
conflict made by his contending doubts and opiniona. 
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It is with infinite difficulty I have been enabled to col- 
lect these biographical ahecdotes of the great man under 
(x>nsideration. The &cts respecting him were so scattered 
and vague, and divers of them so questionable in point of 
authentidty, that I have had to give up the search after 
many, and decUne the admission of still more, which would 
have tended to heighten the colouring of his portrait.- 

I have been the more anxious to delineate folly the per- 
son and habits of the renowned Van Twiller, firom the ccm- 
sideration that he was not <mly the first, but also th^ best 
governor that ever presided over this ancient and respec- 
table province; and so tranquil and benevolent was his 
reign, that I do not find throughout the whole of it, a sin- 
gle instance of any offender being brought to punishment^ 
—a most indubitable sign of a merciful governor, and a 
case unparalleled, excepting in the reign of the illustrious 
King Log, from whom, it is hinted, the renowned Van 
TwiUer was a lineal descendant. 

The very outset of the career of this excellent magis- 
trate, like that of Solomon, or to speak more appropriate- 
ly, like that of the illustrious governor of Barataria, was 
distinguished by an example of legal acmnen, that gave 
flattering presage of a wise and equitable administrati(Hi. 
The very morning after he had been solemnly installed in 
office, and at the moment that he was making his break- 
fast fi*om a prodigious earthen dish, filled with milk and 
Indian pudding, he was suddenly interrupted by the ap- 
pearance of one Wandle Schoonhoven, a very important 
old burgher of New- Amsterdam, who complained bitterly 
of one Barent Bleecker, inasmuch as he fi^audulendy re- 
fu$ed to come to a settlement of accounts, seeing that there 
was a heavy balance in favour of the said Wandle. Go- 
vernor Van Twilier, as I have already observed, was a 
man of few words; he was likewise a mortal enemy to 
multiplying writings, or being disturbed at his breakfast. 
Having listened attentively to the statement of Wandle 
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Schoonhoven^ giving an occasional gnrnt, as he shovded 
a mi^ty spoonful of Indian pudding into his mouth— ^ 
ther as. a sign that be relished the disb^ or comprehended 
the 9twyi he ci^cd unto him hi& constaUe, and puIliDg 
out of. his breeches pocket a huge jack-knife, despatched 
it afbr ithe defeiidaxit' 41s a summons, acomipamed by his 
tobacQQ boXfds a ^warrant* : 
4 Thi». summary pracess was as effectual in those simple 
dayis, as waSitbe seal ring of the gre^rt Haroun Alraschid, 
among the tniei believers. > ^The two parties, being con- 
fironted before him, each produced a book' of accounts, 
writt^i in a language and character that would have puz*- 
zled wy but a high iDutchcomm^itator, or a learned de- 
cypherer of Egyptian obelisks, to understand. The sage 
Woi^ter took ^em one after the other, and having poised 
them in his hands, and attentively counted over the num- 
ber of leaves, fell straightway into a very great doubt, and 
smoked for half an hour without saying a w(»rd ; at length, 
laying his finger beside his nose, and shutting his eyes for 
a moment, with the air of a man who has just caught a 
subtle idea by the tail, he slowly took his pipe fixnh his 
mouth, puffed forth a column of tobacco smoke, and with 
marvellous gravity and; solemnity pronounced— that ha- 
ving carefully counted over the leaves and weighed the 
books, it was found, that one was justas thick and as heavy 
as the other—therefore it was the final opinion of the court) 
that the accounts were equally balanced — therefore Wan^- 
die should give Bareia. a receipt, and Barent should give 
Wandle a receipt-^and the constable should pay the costs^ 
This decision being straightway made known, diffiised 
general joy throughout New- Amsterdam ; for the peopk 
immediately perceived, that they had a very wise and equi- 
table magistrate to rule over them. But its happiest effect 
was,.. that nqt ai^other lawrsuit took place throi^hout the 
whole of his administration ; and the office of constable 
fell into such decay, that there was not one of those losd 
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scouts known in the- province for many years. I am the 
more particular in dwelling on this transaction, not oidy 
because-I'deemit'Oneof the most sag^'andVightebus judg- 
Hients on- record, and well worthy the attention of modiem 
magistrates, but because it was a miraculous event in the 
history of the renowned Wout^*^— bdng the only tim^ hie 
was ever known to come to a decision, in the whole course 
of his life. 



CHAPTER II. 

Containing some account of the grand Council of New^Amster* 
dam, as also divers especial good philosophical reasons why am 

.. Alderman should he /at — with other particulars touching the 
slate of the Province. .-..■■' 

In treatii^ of the early governors of the province, I 
must caution my readers against confounding them, in 
point: of dignity and power, with those worthy gentlemen, 
mho are whimsically d^iominated governors in this en- 
lightened republic— a set of unhappy victims of populari*^ 
ty, who arein &ct the most dependent, hen-pecked beingl^ 
in the community— -doomed to bear the secret goadingis 
^nd-corrcctionsof their own party, arid the sneers and r&- 
vilings <rf the whole world beside-^— set up, like geiese at 
Christmas holidays, to be; pelted and shot at by ev^ry 
whipster and vagabond in the land. On the contrary, the 
Dutch governors enjoyed that uncontrolled authority tes- 
ted in all commanders of distailt colonies or territories. 
They were in a manner absolute despots in their little do- 
mains, lording it, if i^ disposed, over both law andgos^ 
pel, and accoimtable to Hone but the mother country; 
whidi, it is well known, is astonishingly deaf to all com- 
plaints against its gorvemors, provided they discharge the 
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main duty of their station^— squeezing out a good reveBoe^ 
This hint will be of importance, to prevent my readers 
firom being seized with doubt and incredulity, whenever^ 
in the course of this authentic history, they encounter the 
uncommon circumstance, of a governor acting with inde- 
pendence, and in opposition to the opinions of the multi-' 
tude. 

To assist the doubtful Wouter in the arduous business 
of legislation, a board of magistrates was appointed, which 
presided immediately over the police. This potent body 
consisted of a schout or bailiff, with powers between those 
of the present mayor and sheriff; five burgermeesters, who 
were equivalent to aldermen ; and five schepens, who ofiS- 
ciated as scrubs^ sub-devils, or bottle-holders to the bur* 
germeesters, in the same manner as do assistant aldermen 
to their principals at the present day — it being their duty 
to fill the pipes of the lordly burgermeesters, hunt the mar- 
kets for delicacies for corporation dinners, and to discharge 
such other litde offices of kindness, as were occasionally 
required. It was, moreover, tacitly understood, though 
not specifically enjoined, that they should consider them- 
selves as l)utts for the blunt wits of the burgermeesters, 
and should laugh most heartily at all their jokes ; but this 
last was a duty as rarely called in action in those days as 
it is at present, and was shortly remitted, in consequence 
of the tragical death of a fat little schepen, who actually 
died of suffocation in an unsuccessfiil effort to fierce a laugh 
at one of burgermeester Van Zandt's best jokes. 

In return for these humble services, they were permit- 
ted to say yes and no at the council board, and to have that 
enviable privilege, the run of the public kitchen ; h&ng 
graciously permitted to eat, and drink, and smoke, akt aU 
those snug junketings and public gormandizings, for wnhich 
the ancient magistrates were equally famous with their ni 
modem successors. The post of schepen, therefore, ;^e 
that of assistant alderman, was eagerly coveted by all y< 
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burgher$ of a (Certain description^ who have a huge relish 
for good fi^eding, and an humble ambition to be great men^ 
hi a small way— wjio thirst aftjer a little brief authority, 
that shall render them the terror of the almshouse and the 
bridewell — ^that shall enable than to lord it over obsequi- 
ous poverty, vagrant vice, outcast prostitution^ and hun- 
ger-driven dishonesty — that shall place in their hands the 
lesser, but galling scourge of the law, and give to their 
beck a hound-like pack of catchpoles and bum-bailifis«- 
tenfold greater rogues than the culprits they hunt down I 
— My readers will excuse this sudden warmth, which I 
confess is unbecoming of a grave historian ; but I have a 
mortal antipathy to catchpoles, bum-bailiffs, and little great 
inen« 

The ancient magistrates of this cky corresponded with 
those of the present time no less in form, magnitude, and 
intellect, than in prerogative and privilege. The burgo- 
masters, like our aldermen, were generally chosen by 
weight; and not only the weight of the body, but likewise 
the weight of the head. It is a maxim practically observed 
in all honest, plain thinking, regular cities, that an alder- 
man should be &t — and the wisdom of this can be proved 
to a certainty. That the body is in some measure an 
image of the mind, or rather that the mind is moulded to 
the body, like melted lead to the clay in which it is cast, 
has been insisted on by, many men of science, who have 
made human nature their peculiar study. For as a learned 
gentleman of our own city observes, " there is a constant 
relation between the moral character of all intelligent crea-' 
tures, and their physical constitution — between their habits 
and the structure of their bodies." Thus we see, that a 
lean, spare, diminutive body, is generally accompanied by 
a petulant, restless, meddling mind. Either the mind 
wears down the body by its continual motion; or else the 
body, not affording the mind sufficient house-room, keeps 
it continually in a state of fir^tfulness, tossing and worry^^ 
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iiig about, from the uneasiness of its situation* Whereas 
your round, sleek,- fat, unwieldy periphery is ever attend- 
ed by a mind like itself, tranquil, torpid, aiid at ease; and 
we may always observe, that your well fed, robustious 
burghers are in general very tenacious of their ease and 
comfort; being great enemies to noise, discord, and dis- 
turbance : and surely none are more likely to study ^ 
public tranquillity than those who are so careful of their 
own. Who ever hears of fat men heading a riot, or herd- 
ing together in turbulent mobs?— No-— no— it is your lean, 
hungry men, who are continually worrying society, and 
setting the whole community by the ears. 

The divine Plato, whose doctrines are not sufficiently 
attended to by philosophers of the present age, allows to 
every man three souls : one immortal and rational, seated 
in the brain, that it may overlook and regulate the body 
— a second consisting of the surly and irascible passions, 
which, like belligerent powers, lie encamped around the 
heart — a third mortal and sensual, destitute of reason, 
gross and brutal in its propensities, and enchained in the 
belly, that it may not disturb the divine soul, by its rave- 
nous bowlings. Now, according to this excellent theoiy, 
what can be more clear, than that your fat alderman is 
most likely to have the most regular and well conditioned 
mind. His head is like a huge, spherical chamber, con- 
taining a prodigious mass of soil brains, whereon the ra- 
tional soul lies sofUy and snugly couched, as on a feather 
bed; and the eyes, which are the windows of the bed- 
chamber, are usually half closed, that its slumberings may 
riot be disturbed by external objects. A. mind thus com- 
fortably lodged, and protected from disturbance, is mani- 
festly most likely to perform its functions with regularity 
and ease. By dint of good feeding, moreover, the mor- 
tal and malignant soul, which is confined in the belly ; and 
which, by its raging and roaring, puts the irritable soul in 
the neighbourhood of the heart in an intolerable passion. 



NEW.YORK, 10« 

and thus renders men crusty and quarrekome when hungry 
— ^is completely pacified, silenced, and put to rest : where- 
upon a host of honest good-fellow qualities, and kind- 
hearted aflfections, which had lain perdue, slyly peeping 
out of the loop-holes of the heart, finding this Cerberus 
asleep, do pluck up their spirits, turn out one and all in 
their holyday suits, and gambol up and down the dia* 
phragm— '-disposing their possessor to laughter, good- 
humour, and a thousand fi'ieiidly offices towards his fellow 
mortals. 

As a board of magistrates, formed on this model, think 
but very Utde, they are the less likely to dLBTer and wrangle 
about &yourite opinions; and as they generally transact 
business upoin a hearty dinner, they are naturally disposed 
to be lenient and indulgent in the administration of their 
duties. Charlemagne was conscious of this^ and therefore 
(a pitifiil measure, for which I can never forgive him) 
ordered in his cartularies, that no judge should hold a 
court of justice, except in thie morning, on an empty sto- 
mach. — A rule which, I warrant, bore hard upon all the 
poor culprits in his kingdom. The more enlightened and 
humane generatbn 6f the present day, have taken an op-' 
posite course, aiid have so managed, that the aldermen 
are the best fed men in the community; feasting lustily 
on the &t things of the land, and gorging so heartily oys- 
ters and turtles, that in process of time they acquire the 
activity of the one, and the form, the waddle, and the 
green &t of the other. The consequence is, as I have 
just smd; these luxurious feastings do produce such a dul- 
cet equasnimity and r;qK)se of the soul, rational and irra- 
tional, that their transactions are proverbial for unvarying 
monotony; and the profound laws, which they enact in their 
dozing moments, amid the labours of digestion, are quietly 
suffered to remain as dead letters, and never enforced, when 
awake. In a word, your fidr round-beUied burgomaster, 
like a £all fed mastifl^ dozes quietly at the house-door, al- 
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ways at home, and always at hand to watch over its saiSgty : 
but as to electing a lean, meddling candidate to the office, 
as has now and then been done, I would as lief put a grey- 
hound to watch the house, or a race-horse to drag an ox-> 
waggon. 

The burgomasters then, as I have already m^itioned, 
were wisely chosen by weight, and the schepens, or assist- 
ant aldermen, were appointed to attend upon than, end 
help them to eat ; but the latter, in the course <^ time, wbm 
they had been fed and &ttened into sufficient bulk of body 
and drowsiness of brain, became very eligible candidates 
for the burgomasters' chair; have fairly eaten themselves 
into office, as a mouse eats hiiS way into a comfortable 
lodgement in a goodly blue-nosed, skimm'd milk, New- 
England cheese. 

Nothing could equal the profound deliberations that 
took place between the renowned Wouter, and these his 
worthy ccmipeers, unless it be the sage divans of some of 
our modem corporations. They would sit for hours smok- 
ing and dozing over public affairs, without speaking a word 
to interrupt that perfect stillness, so necessary to deep re- 
flection. Under the sober sway of Wouter Van Twiller 
and these his worthy coadjutors, the infant settlement 
waxed vigorous apace, gradually emerging from the 
swamps and forests, and exhibiting that mingled appear- 
ance of town and country, customary in new cities, and 
which at this day may be witnessed in the city of Wash- 
ington ; that immense metropolis, which makes so gloA' 
ous an appearance on paper. 

It vj[as a pleasing sight in those times, to behold the 
honest burgher, like a patriarch of yore, seated on the 
bench at the door of his white-washed house, under the 
shade of some gigantic sycamore, or overhanging willow. 
Here would he smoke his pipe of a sultry afternoon, en- 
joying the soft southern breeze, and listening with silent 
jgratulatioR to the clucking pf his hens, the cackling of hi$ 
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geese; and tbe.cbikiroujG^jpnnkti^ his* sinner '4hat com* 
biiiadon4^&iin-^yard'm^dd}^^^ may.tniljiiibe.saidito 

faave: a silver scmiiidy :indflaiiucfa>as ki^ocmineys .ft Cfartoui ASf 
suraQceioFprafil»bleiiiarketiiig«: . . •.. ::..>i. .. ;.; 

The modem speetator^ iirho wandera through tl^ 
cfthis populoosi city^f ean scarcdy form aea idea (tf the di^ 
fttfent appeabrance ihey presented in the! {mmitive day a 'Of 
the Doubterv ' : llie busy hmti of inultitudes, . the dunits-ff 
revelry;: the nunbiinfi: ecnupaiies of feshioiib the-rattIuH0«af 

ing comment .were 'unknoivxi; in the !8ctdemeiit.of;Neiia^ 
■ Amsterdam. Tke grass -grew quietly ia therhigfawaytf; 
the blea&i^ sheep and frolicksome calves sported, about 
the verdant ridge where now the Broadway knMigers take 
th^ morning stroU; the cunning fox. or Tavenou9 wolf 
skulked in 4^ woods where now are to be seai the dens 
of Gomez and his ri^teous Maternity of moneyrbrokers:; 
and flboks of vociferous geiese caolded di^ut the fields 
where now the great 'Tammany wigwam ;aad tftie patnotK 
tavern o£.MaitH]% echo with the wranglings of the liiob. 
In these good times did a. true and enviable equality 'pf 
rank and/ pDoperty prevail,, jequally removed from, thetan- 
Togance of wealth, and the servility and.'heart>-buriiingSi)Qf 
repining poverty'^; and What in my mind iaitillJMrd.iaon- 
diucive t6 tiiihquillity andharm'ony amongifriends, a happy 
equality of ilitdlect was likewise to be seen;. The^ijauids 
of the goodbuz^ers of ; New An^terdam seefaioc^ all.lto 
have b^en: cast tn:oae mould, and :to be thoae hoaest^ bliiik 
sort of ininds^. which, like* certain ma^a&dureB^' abt made 
by the gross, rad^onsidered as exoaedingly good fixrcdob- 
'Hion'use* ■■ *.. • •■ :•»'.■ 

« Thus it <ha|2pen& that your true dull mind&are:geneva% 
preferred fat pitblic en^oy^ and espedaUy' promoted to 
^01^ honours ; your keen injtellects, like razors^ -being con- 
sidered too sharp for common sjervice. I know that itis 
^common to tail at the juliei|aal distributiontif jrichda m the 

O 
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great •oan^ of jealouries^ farals, and iiean4iiiealdnp; 
wheveat for my part, 1 vcrilj bdieve it is die sad iiisqp»- 
Uty of inteHeet tliat prenulsy that embmls oommimitMi 
more Aan any thing else ; and I ha^e wmarked thatyov 
knonring people^' irfao are- so much viaur than- aajr hodj 
dse, are eterndSy keeping society in a ftnnetit. Hippily 
for Nevr-AnstM^dam nodung of the kind was known wiihin 
its walls*-4he very words of learnings edncationy- taste^ and 
taloitSy were unheard of-Hi bri^ genius, was 401 aniBiil 
anknown^ « bhie-stoddng lady would have been regarded 
with as nrach wonder as a homed fiog or a fiery dragoo. 
:Np man in fict seemed to know more than his neighbour) 
nor anyman to know mnch mote thaa an lionest omb 
oiig^ to kaow^ who has nobody's.business to mind botluB 
•own ; the parson and tlie council derk were theonly.mdi 
that could read in the community, and the sage Van Twil- 
ler always signed his name with a cross. 
' Thrioehappy tod eyer to be envied little Burgh I ezist- 

and unen vied by the worlds without ambition, without vain- 
giory, withoutriches, widiout learning, and all their train of 
carldng cares; and as of yore, in the better dajis of aiaiif 
:tfaje deities' were -wont to visit him on earth, and hksi his 
rmral habihitions; so we are told, in the sylvaii days of 
vN^* Amsterdam, the good St. Nicholss would often msk 
hkappeairance^ in his bekived city, of a holyday mf^f riMf n 
riding jollHy among the tree-tops, or over the roofiof tbe 
houses, now and then drawing forth magnificent preseolis 
from his breeches pockets, and droj^ing them, doam ilie 
chimneys of hb fiuKMurites. Whereas in. diese dsgenerafc 
days of iron and brass he never shows us the liglit ofhis 
countenance, nor ev^ visits us, savetone night in the. year; 
when he rattles down the chimneys of the deflceadants of 
the patriarchs, confining his presents merely to the dbil- 
dren, in token of the degeamracy of the partita. 

SndiMare the comfortdiile and thriving effeots of a fiu 
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gMermam^ Ihe^ptmrn New Jfetberhiicliy desK, 

tknte cf iiittatll, posmsedA MTclettlr^^ 
oooU mesikM fla^tutiit. k'Seettied iluk^ Sttum. 

had agwiW'rdnMnriiced Jhto leigBy' 4Uid gmefTed tbe;dqr8 of 
prifloevid siiaplioify.. .. Edr the^goUai aget .sajra Ofidt was 
totaUy «iestitiitBi)f gold9.aiid fe tlu^ ¥er^ 
the golden age; that is, the happy and Jbrtunate agevm 
because the evils produced by the precious metals, such as 
avarice, covetousness, theft, rapine, usury, banking, note- 
shaving, lottery-insuring, and the whole catalogue of 
crimes and grievances, fw^ if^ fiplpiown. In the inm 
age there was abundance of gold ; on that very account it 
was .called this, j|!^i^ge, (k^Q^U^ of the hards^ps^ t)ie Jih', 
tM>urSi tl^Q digJS^ P gions, aqd the ^^ars, 4Q(^ieasi(g9)f^ by t^ 
thirst of gold. .r.-.^y. .♦.;•..•. 

The genial days of Wouter Van Twiller, therefore, 
ma|y tnily.b^'^efiMd ibfgcUtm-fig^ oSoW'^tji^ [Tk^fe 
were neither ')piiildic ^mf^mMiom^ Aor.> piiiyat^ ^pi^rrds.; 
Qciliher pietko^ . oar ! jseotl»> ^^ 
tions, mm- 'Irldfl, nik..pviimimilm^ i nor were there: pom^ 
scJUbrs^ aitlGiiieys^ c*tobpoles,lar tiangmen«. ..Eveiymm 
attended tdiiWhflt littk bilsiness he was lucky eoong^la 
kave^corliieglitoteditafbeplitased, without as]dng^opi«n 
nion of hisiAeighbaiir*.. ^ib those days Bobody .meddkd 
with cowierns labovifi his dompreheiisMNa, mac Amatihia 
nose into ^dier-tseople's affiurs ; nor nt^eoted toitcnamel 
his •own. eoiaduak, jaid reforaa his awn cbarader, io..Us 
swal to pallrtb pieces the characters of, o|h«rti; butiiia 
wiord, every iiei|)ectahle fdiseeii eat whm he was ooit 
himgry, .drank whes he was wK tlursly, fiad w«iBt fx^;!^ 
larly to hed^when die .suil:set ioid the ^wis wient lo roost^ 
whether he wiene .sleepy! lOr not; all which <i»ided so ve« 
markaUy t» thepcqpiilEikiQii of itbe aeMemen^ ihat I am 
told every dttlaful wife thvoH^out New^^Amsterdftm, made 
afx>int of always icnridiktng her husband with at least one 
<frildayeas, andTeiyoftenafarace: this superabun^ianoe 



ii» Hisroay OF 

of good thmgBct^ariy 'Constituting Aetrn^Uuxi^ 
nedwding to tHe fii^ourite Dutch teasdnvthiM) -<^ moire Ais 
^notigii cofistittttte- a feast**^ ' E^rjibisigiApwehm Mat 
cm «ylfetly'lte'H'ftilOllkl-d^^^^tuKtiIl the usual* vvwds €■«• 
ployed' by^'hUtorians to Wfnresip the welfin^4if:a iaoiiiitiT^ 
tt*'th«'pi'ofeiMdeGit imm^wiU^ reigned tinmgfa^ 

Otttthe fMUVince."^ " - "rir.il •?»!: . • t ••!■ ••:v:: ;:?•.• 

I. t • 

• ••»•■..•••■• .1 ••M ».i».-'i' ....• ■■■««iif. . 

• •. 1- .'■ •; . .. .., 

• » • « • 

I . < • • • • 

I" •.! ■.!■• • -iitfii.y ••»•■ It til: ."I > •■•.•••■ ••» .••■ 

.10. .. .{ .■»'—tfiA'P^Ett'III. "•'"■•'■ •^•■•- ■ 

2 1, ... ,i«i • • 

our great great 'Grandfatkers4 "'" 

ManifoZiD eife^'tbi^ Utste9 tiH^ <di^)66itic»i« ^f the ^enli^ 
ened' literati^* "W^mI turn o¥e)p-th^ -pages of Ustoiy; - -Some 
th^re 1m. Wbeci^ 'hearts arid-blunful of the yeast ofpounige^ 
aM whds«24]i6»(iikiS <lo'wtMrk^>*aiidsweU^ aiid fcMon, witb 
ilMfried vlfeur^''lik<&jEi haryel-ofniQW cider, or a train^bald 
eriptein> 'fre$U^fiiom under the hiindis of hi^ tailor. Ttis 
dbughly ifilasb of Teiklers (canbe; satijsfied with nothing but 
bidddy batiJes^-^nd. hdrribk «hcounters; th^-niust be 
e<nktinually sttmning ferts'j (Oickii^ cities, springing mines^ 
marchmg* up to the-mu2zles of cannon, charging bayonet 
tinK>ugh orrery page, and revelling in gunpowde^ and caiv 
nage. OtberSi who are of a less martial, but equally ar- 
dent imaginaticm,* and who, withal, are a little ^ven to the 
marvellous, ' will dwell with wondiioos satis&ctioa cm de- 
scriptions of pi^odigies, unheard of events, hairi-lMreadth 
escapes, hardy adventures, and all those astonidiing nar- 
ratioki^ t!hat/ just amble along the boundary line of possi- 
Ulity. A third class, who^'not to speak slightly of them^ 
are- of a lighter tUm, and skim over the records of past 
times^ as they do over the edifying pages of a novels 
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Meg«ly<fa.BeibgatiolLaiid jnaoomt aiimkeyitot; dorsmga<K 
larly delight in. treluMms^'.execiitaoiiS) Sabiaeh^pes^ TarqmK 
oiitm^e% QQllflJlgXBtiGa]«^ munlCTs,'ia^ i^^tt^ 

logde ofJttdeans: crimes, thatlike Cayenne jtieookevy^ doi 
gure ft puiigency md flaroor :to the A^ c^ hislxay; 

▼hile a;foiurtliiclas% j0f lEOfiKt philosofdncjluiiitsy; dot dili« 
gentIy>pore over themufl^ chrosncles^of &■«, to kmsd^ 
gate the operations of the* Imman mindj arid watcb'the 
gradual ^.chaioges iriimen and manneiis^* effected by the 
pvogiess of knowledge^ the vieissitudea of -evvntS) fnritiJe 
influent 6£aituation< ■■; ^: :•* 

If .Ihe • thsdfi ficst classes' ifiiid but ^litde-' wherewithal' to 
skjace'lthoiascjltea in ithe tranquil reign «f* Wouter Vaii 
TwiUexV I^ ciKteeat them ta«x6rt thdbr patiencefot aiftiile^ 
and bear mtiOi :the tedious picture of happibesB^ prosperity^ 
and.peacie, /which' myvduty. as. a faithfid liistorian obliges 
me to draw; and I pioimse /them, that as soon as I can 
possibly lig^'upon any'thing horrible, unoonmon, or im- 
poteiUe^ it shall go hard,'but I will make it affiNrdAeln 
entertaintnent*' This being: pr^nised,. I torn with great 
complafiebcyto the^fouilih dasa of my Teadersy who-are 
men, ;Oii,>iif possible, -womeh after my own heart; grave, 
philosoj^iical^ and inTestig^iting; f<md^ analyzing -cha* 
Yacters, of taking a start^from first caisesy and so hunting 
a natiaa down, throngb all the mazecj of innoration and 
inqurDYcment. ; Such: wQL naturally be anxious to witness 
the first .dcYelqpement of< the newly hatched colony^ and 
the primitive. manners and customs, prei^alent among k$ 
iidiabitants, 'ddring the halcyon reign of Van Twiller'or 
the Doubter. 

I wilLnot^grieve theu'^ence, however, by describing 
minutely the increase and improvement of New-Amster-* 
dam. Their own imaginations will doubtless present to 
them t^e godd burghers, Hke so many pains-taking and 
persevering jbeavers, slowly and surely pursuing their la- 
bours; they will behold the prosperous transformaticni 
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fromUielnide log hut to tim statdy Datdi ttttnfiiiiiii iM 
brk^' ^tontr 'i^aacd ^rinckms^ and tiled roat^'SHm Aft 
taiqi^tliwkettdthelnxiiritotcabbege*^^ and from 
die skoUdngliidiaii.to the. ponderous burgoBiatterw- in>« 
vmd^ they Nrill^kftriure to themselTeft Iho 8te^djr^;«len^' 
aild> wtiAeimtijag ntorch ib. ptoejpetky^ mcidem* ioB/oltf 
destiftiite of .pnde or atnbiliot^ cherished by a Sat-gofiksn^ 
mentf end Irhose-eitiflens do*eothitig>in a hmvjv 
»:iThe slf|e*<$<iandli9 OS has been mentioned in- a'preeedii^ 
ohapter, not b<ring eUe to deteemine i^on jkiky pian he 
the building of their city; the cows^ in a Ikiidabie ^ of 
patfcMltisin, ^6ok it .Under their particalar diaij^' and as 
th^ wentt6'aJtdfi>Hn.pisstin%,'e9ttf)lislied^>ad^ 
thtS'lbu^hefiyoa. each: fide of which the good folksbnik 
thdr houses^ whidiifebne caiise of die rainUir^ and pi^ 
tni:«l^e tnntur -iuddi labyrinths,, whidi distiiiguish ^cartn 
streets of New^York at this very day. 

T8(Mney it miast benoted, arho Kvere streniiobs paktiBaBS 
of *Mynhi^er Ten Breeches, (or Xen Broeck,) Texed diat 
h»>plan of d^giagcaziafa ^v»S! not adopted, .made a'coai- 
promise with dieir.inclinaidokis, Iby^etrtaMiAingth ii a uid ^ia 
on die nuirgins vof dotose creeks and iniets, which mean* 
d^^ throtqo^h varibus parts of (die ground laid out Ibr inn 
ppovement. To these eny be paxdcalarly ascribed die 
first setdeaient of >i&oad-stveet'; which originally was bnik 
along a creek^ du^ rati rip, to what at present is caAed 
Wall-street. The lower part soon became very >bttsy and 
populous ; and a feny-^house '^ . was in process of time 
^tablished at the head of iti; being at that -day cailed 
<< the head of inland navigation.** 

The disciples of Mynheer Tough Breedies, on idie 



* This house h|^ been several tiiBfis rqp^iredt and. at present is a 
imiall, yellow brick house, No. 23, Broad-stre^ with the gable-end to 
the Street, tttrmotinted with an htm lo^, bn winch, untU wiiOihi 
ar fi)ur; jeata, aiUtUe iron feny^xNlt ^ofiiBMad as wenthw^ebkb 
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Other hfiodf no k8& (Bntorpriaiiig^ iuad Hvotie indiutlriaiti 
than their rivals, stationed themselves along the shore «f 
the xiiner, and laboured^ with unexampled perseverMce, 
in making little docks and. dykes, firom which ociginatod 
that mttkitode of mud trapawith which this «ilyi&fiinged. 
To these docks would the iddbuighers rep^^. justatthofeie 
hours when the fidling tide had left the beadi uticovei^^ 
that they inight snuff iq> the feagrant effluvia of: mu^*;uQd 
mire;* which they observed had a truly wholesome jsmell, 
and reminded them oCthe canals of Holland. To.theinr 
de&tigBble labours, and praisewortby example of this lat> 
ter dasa of.piqectors, are we indebted Ibr. the acres: of 
artificial graind,; on which sereral of bur.atritets in the vi- 
einily oCthe rivers are'built; and which^ if we may; credit 
the assertioiis of sevleral learned physieiaQS of this: city, 
have. been. very ^BScadous in.produdng. the yellow fever. 
The houses of the higher dass were generally con^tcuo- 
tedof woodt excepting the gable-end, which was of. small 
black and ydSow Putchi^brioks, and always &Gedion.4ha 
street; as our ancestors, like their. descendants, were very 
much given lx> outward show, and were noted for putting 
the best leg Ssiremost. .The house was: abvajs furnished 
widi abundance cflar]gB door^ arid, small windows cm every 
jBoor; ithe-date-of ita erectioa was curipudy designated by 
iron figures on the front; and on the top of the roof was 
percfa^ a; fierce litde veatherKSOck,> tollet;the fiynily'into 
the laqMrtwit secxeU ^bich way the. wind .blew* These, 
like ihe. weatb^tcodut on. the tops of our steeples, pointed 
flOjmanydiflmnt. ways, that every man ^couldhaye^a wind 
iO; his- mind; af^d y^^ would have thought old iEolus had 
set 9tt bia baga of windadrifl^ pell-ipell, tp gambolabout 
this wJA^.metropdis j . the most staundiand loyal citizenfii, 
howevei^ abeqra went accoiding to ,tbe weather-rcock on 
the top of the goveisioto'a< house, which was cerUunly the 
most .corffictii as. he had. a trusty servant employed every 
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morning to dimb up and poinU it whichever wij the wind 
'Hew.' .., -' • ••• •:}:.:.., .;■ ; .' . 

• 'In those gobd'dsjrs of •simplici^ and sunshine, a pss^dn 
finr deaidineiMi>wa»thi^ leading prindple in domestic eocK 
•ncnny,- aiu} the- 'Uiuve^rsal • test .of* lUi able houisesrife : a 
charatter Vhs^ ;fonned theUtino8t>dihbition of oiur iknen- 
J^htened grandmothers. 1 Hie firdntxlooriwas never opened 
l^Lceipton marriages, funerals^ Dew-»year?8-da^^itfaefestivid 
^ St. NichcdaJSy or some siidh great occasibm- ' It was 
ornamented ^ith 4 < gorgeous brass knocker, curioiisly 
wrougfat,^ soinetimes into the- device of a do^ find iome- 
times of a lion'4 head; and wasdaily burnisheid with4SUGh 
•religious zeal^ that'it was. oft tiknes "worn out by tbe veiy 
(flrecauticms ta]Den'fcr its preseiVation. The wfacfle house 
was cmstaiitlyib a state ;o£ inundation, under the discip- 
line of mops .and brooms^ andscnibbing-bmshes;' and the 
{{ood housewives Qf those days were a kind <^- amphibious 
ttoimaly delightihg exceedingly tb be dabbling in wiater-- 
insomuch, that an' faistoriah of the day gravdy tells u% that 
many of his townswomen grew to have webbed fingers 
like iiiito>a dude; and some of them^ he had little doubt, 
could the matter be examined: into, would be: found to 
have the tails '6f mermaids ;' but this I look upon io be a 
mere sport of fincy^: :or what iisi worse, a wilfid misrepiec 
rsentadon.- '/I'';-/ ; • . . < ■< • .. •', 

The grand 'pla^loto 'tiraus the'sanetuin sanctohun, where 
the passion lor •deaniag was indulged without coniroL la 
•this sapred apartment no :one Was permitted to entetr, ex- 
ieeptii^ the miBtve68>and her cksnlfideiytial maic^^ who viated 
it once a week^ for 'die purpdse of giving it a thorough 
eleaning, an4 putting ihi|igstdri^;h«s; always taku^ ^e 
{NPecaiition of leaving tbdr shoes iat the door, andi Storing 
•devoutly cm their stocking feet - -After scrubbing the flooiv 
i^rinkling it with fine white itahd^^: which wists incuriously 
stroked into angles and ^curves,) .and rh(»nboids^ widbi % 
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brooiii--HBfter .washing die^wmdcnr^ rabbjng and polish** 
ing the furniture, and ptittlMgia ateirj bcnct^ ^^tf Wgm tOB 
in theiSi^piisicci r tlie^^^vlfitddirushiilt^ agaio^ddsed 

to keep btt th^ flie^i wsd 4lie>'nk)tii>^cax«fali]r locked iip 
uiftil di^ r£MoItltf6it''bi^^tiifte' brought round tiie wcekljr 
cleanihg'aay: "■ ' -s ".■ .-? :. -/ ^ ,^/:.. ■ .. „. ,.^';.: :,-.••,., 

As t6''the &mil)r, they always entered in at lliegatoi 
and iik>st ^e^er^ij^^^^li^^^in the Jdtchen.^ To have aeen a 
niibiielrai»'hdt£^hto]d-it^^ iEurdmid the fire, onerwdidd 
haW'bl^^^'{hkt h^ #tts^ tr^^ tadibaediap> 

py ddys^ of^iim^ifll siftiplici«yy whkWAoi& before ouriaub^ 
gmadbhs IQie gefMed ^tebnls. The fireplaces were oti, 
tnify patriarchate magfiittide, iv^hemtfiiifWlKde.fimiiihp^ i^ 
a3ikd:^6\tag,yimStkt and sterrant; bladt and.whiteyiay,ie!veif 
tHe ' very ^ cat 'aiHl^g ehjoyed a;^<eQttimmn^{;'o£ pri^nlege^ 
iand had lifufh k pr^er^tive" right to a corner* : Here tke 
oldlniihghir i^FC^ald sit ki'pe]fe^*^en6^( pixflSng hiapipei 
looking in the fire with half shut eyes, and diinkingfirfnci^ 
thing' ^r hours togeU^er ; the goede vrouw ion. the.Qj^po- 
sfte ' sid^ would empk>y herself dil%ently in i9pinriisig( her 
yani, btknitt]ib*^i^tockingsf4: The'youdg'folkawiDiddccowd 
ardiiiid the hearth^ listening with breathless '«tteiiti<H|ttf 
som^'' bld^'ilrbne df^ a nc^o, who Wa9 the oradeof tjbe filr 
mByV aM'whb, 'perched Ukei aravenia a omnter tif tile 
chi^ine jr, w6uld crbak^forth for a lon^ winter aftexxiocMa 
a^titng-'bTincr'^dibte series about New-England witcheai 
grisly ghoirtsi hori^ Widioat heads^ and hairbreadth^ 
cape), and^ tilbodjr i^ncooftt^rs among the Indians^ . .>,vic« 
'- ^ la thoise happy dayi» a well regulated fiunily always rose 
with ^e ABCwhf dis^ at deven^ and went to bed at sun 
dowhv' Dihhi^r t^bs iiiy^ably a private meal^ and tbefi^ 
oM burghers iihowed incontestable syniptoms of diaappl^ 
bstioik and utteasinesis,' at being surprised by avii^ from 
a' Neighbour an sudi occasions. But thou^ our wortl^ 
ancestors were thus liingularly averse to'^ving dinner^ 

P 
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yet tbey 'kq>t up the social bends of intimacy by cccatkfOr 
al banquetdiigs, called tea parties. 

As this is the first introducdon of those delectable Gt^ 
gies^ iriiich haTe since become so fashionable in this city^ 
j['am consJcioiis mj &ir readers will be very curious to re- 
ceive information on the subject Sorry am I, that there 
irill be butlittfe in my description cisJculated to excite th^ 
admirati(m^ I can neither delight them with accounts of 
8u£Sx»ting crowds, nor brilliant drawingrnxmiSy nor tower- 
ing feathers, nor sparkling diamonds, nor innneasurabk 
trains. I can detail no chcnce anecdotes of scandal^ Sot 
in those primitiye times the simple folk were either too stu- 
jpid, or too good natiired to puU each other's characters to 
pieces: nor can I furmsh any whimsical anecdotes of brag; 
how one lady cheated, or another bounced into a passion; 
far as yet there was no junto of dulcet old dowagers, ^o 
met to win each other's money, and Ipj^e their own tempers 
at a card-table. 

'These feshionable parties were generally cons^ned to 
the higher classes, or noblesse, that is to say, such as kept 
their own cows, tfnd drove their own waggons. The com- 
fesiy coma(mly assembled ajl; three o'clock, and went ar 
way about six, imless it was in winter time, when the &r 
«hionable hours were a little earlier, that the ladies might 
get home before dark. I do not find that they ever treats* 
ed their company to ked creams, jellies, or syllabubs : or 
regaled them with musty almonds, mouldy raisins, or sour 
oranges, as is often done in the present age of refinement 
Our ancestors were fond of more sturdy, substantial fare. 
The tea-table was crowned with a huge earthen dish, weU 
stored with slices of &t porkj fried brown, cut up into mor- 
sels, and swimming in gravy. The company being seated 
MTOund the genial board, and each furbished with a fork, 
^vinced their dexteri^ in launching at the fattest pieces 
in this mighty dish : in miich the same manner as sailors 
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fiaipoion p<lipoises atisea^ 6r oar Indians spear sabsibn Si' 
the lakes^ Sometimes the table was gi^ed ift^ itainiec^ 
apple-pie^ or i^ucens^'l^ ol^ preserved peachy and peai^$' 
but it was alwatys sure to boadt an enormous dish of balb^ 
of sweetened ddugh, fried in hog's fet^' and called doo^' 
nuts^ or oly koeks: a delicioiis kind ef cake^ at present 
scared known in this citv^ excepting In^geninhe Dutch £1^^ 
miheSA 

' The tei -was served out of a majestic delf t^-pot, oma^ 
mented with paintings of &t Htde Dut3i shepherds ana 
shepherdesiiie^ tendii^ pig^— ^with boats sisdlihg in the air, 
and hbuses built in the clouds, aiid sundry other ingeni- 
ous Dutch fimtasi^, The beaux distinguished th^mselVei^ 
by their adroitness in replenishing this pot, from a htige 
cqpper tear-kettle, which would have made Ihie^ pigmy mk^ 
caronies of these degenerate days sweatj mietely to look at 
it. To jsweeten the beverage, a lump of sugar Svais laid 
beside each cup — and the company alternately nibbled and 
sipped with great decorum, until ah improvement 'wis in- 
troduced' by a shrewd and economic old lady, which was^' 
to suspend a large lump directly over the tea-table, by d 
string from the ceiling, so that it could be swung fh)hi 
mouth to mouth — an ingenious expedient, which is still 
kept up by some &milie;s in-Albany ; but which prevails 
without exception in Communipaw, Bergen, Flat-Bush, 
and all our uncontamiiiated Dutch villages. 

At these primitive tea-parties the utmost propriety and 
dignity of deportment prevailed. No flirting nor coquet- 
ting — ^no gambling of old ladies, nor hoyden chattering 
and romping of young ones — no self-satisfied sthittings of 
wealthy gentlemen, with their brains in their pockets; nor 
amuising cohceits, and monkey diveHisenierits of smart 
young gendemen, with no brains at all. ; On the contrary', 
the young ladies seated themselves demurely in their rush- 
bottotned chairs, and knit their own wpollen stockings* 
nor ever opened their lips, excepting to say yah Mynheer^ 
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at yghyoL Vrommf to any^oesticni llmt was a«I^ tj^; 
beharaif^ iii,4iU d^ngs, like decenty .w)9llrfsdacated.:dam- 
seb. As to xbei-gsnilmkeaf pu^ of tfaem trmqwlly^nnoked 
bis.pipe^ ^m^se^D^lostJii fUi^ptcwplfUion q£ the. Hue and 
white' ti]eii..^th:^]pch thii flar^ phc^wex^ decanted; 
wherein suncbry pas^ageii ol! sceipture.wiBre piopsly; ppor- 
tcajred : Tobit and his dog %ured ta ;great adyfoitage ; 
Hainan swung conspicuously on his gibbet; and JFonah 
appeared jo^ost maofiilly bouncing out of the whale, like 
Harlequin tJbgrough a barrel of fire. ,.. . /• . 

The parties broke up without.noise and witlio^t, coffin 
non* They were carried home by their owixcarr^iges, 
that is tp say, by the vehicles- nature had proyid^ Aem^ 
cpccepting such of; the wedthy^ ^ could .afibrd to kjo^ a 
waggon. , The gentlemen gpdlantlyati^ded their jGair cmes 
to their ^respective -abodes, and took leaye of them with a 
hearty smack at the door: which, as it was an established 
piece of etiquette^ done in per£bct simplici^ and honesty 
of heart, occasioned no sqandal at that time, nor ^ouldit 
at. the present^-rif our great grand&thers apprpye^ of the 
custom, it wQuld argue a great want of reverence in their 
descendants to say a word against it* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

. . ' •. ■ . . • 

Coniaining further partieulansqfthe GMen Age, and what cmh 
stUuUd ajine Lady and Gentleman in the days of Walter the 
Doubter* 



«. 



In this dulcet period of my history, when the beaute- 
ous island of Mannai-hata presented a scene,, th^ veiy coun- 
terpart of those glowing pictures drawn of the golden reign 
c^ Saturn, there was^ as I havebefore observed^ a haf^y 
ignorance, an honest simplicity prevalent among its ii^ia- 
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bitqntS) iijrhidif were I ev^;able tcdepiot^ wouldbe but 
IfPile .understood by. the d^nerate age lor which I am 
doomed tgf. wnte. Even the femalesex, those arch iuno- 
y^tors upon the* taraiMiuilli^, the hcmestyi and grey-beaid 
customs, of societj^, seemed for a while toccmduct them- 
selv^ with incredible sobrie^ and comehinessy and indeed 
bdbiaTed almost as if they had not been sent into the> world 
to bother mankind, baffle philos<^y, and: confound the 
uniVerse* . . 

Thdr hair untortured by the abominations of art,* was 
acFupuloiifly pomatumed back from their foreheadis with 
a; candle, and cpyered with a little cap of qqilted* calicc^ 
which fitted exactly . to tjheir 'heads. Their petticoats^ of 
linsey woolsey were striped with a variety of gorgeous dyes, 
rivalling the ipciany, coloured robes of Iris — though I must 
confess: these. gal]iant garn^ents were rather sh<nt, scarce 
reaching bdpw the knee; but then they made up in the 
i^iimber, whidti generally equalled that of thegendemen'ip 
small-clothes; and what is still more praiscrworthyy they 
were aU^ of th^ own manu&ctur^^ — of which circumstance^ 
as may weijll be supposed^i they were not a litde vain* 

These yfex^ the honest days, in which ev^ 'woman 
stcud fit home, read the Bible, and wore -podkets-^'^e, and 
thirt top <rf>,gpp^y aze,:fe^oned with patch-work into 
many cujiqus devices, and ostentatiously worn onthe out- 
side. .^ Th^se, in &ct, wiere convenient receptades,* where 
all good housewives care&Ily stored away such things as 
they, wished to have at hand : by which meansthey often 
came to be inoredibly qraipmedi---and I remember there 
was a story /eurrent when I was a boy, that the lady of 
Wool^ Van TwiUer once had occasion to empty her right 
pocket in ^search of a wooden ladle^ and the utensil was 
discovered lying among some rubbish in one comer; but 
we must' not. give too much &ith to all these stories, the 
anecdotes of these remote periods being very siibject tp 
exaggeration. . 



hi HtStORY Of 

Besides these notable pockets, they likewise wore ms^ 
Mrs and pincushions suspended firom their girdles by red 
ribbands, or among the more opulent and sho^ classes, 
by brass, and even silver chains — ^indubitable tokens of 
thrifty housewives and industrious spinsters-I pamot saj 
much in vindication of the shortness of the petticoats ; it 
doubtless was introduced for the purpose of giving the 
stocking^ a chance to be seen, which were generally of 
blue worsted with magnificent red clocks— or perhaps to 
display a well-turned ankle, and a neat though serviceable 
foot, set ofi^by a high-heeled leathern shoe, with a large 
and splendid silver buckle. Thus we find that the gentle 
sex in all ages, have shown the same disposition to infringe 
a litde upon the laws of decorum, in order to betray a 
lurking beauty, or gjratify an innocent love of finery. 

From the sketch here given, it will be seen, that our 
good grandmothers differed considerably in their ideas of 
ft fine figure, fix)m their scantily dressed descendants of 
the present day. A fine lady, in those times, waddled un- 
der more clothes, even on a fair summer's day, than would 
have clad the whole bevy of a modern ball room. Nor 
Were they the less admired by the gentlemen in conse- 
ii}uence therec£ On the contrary, the greatness of a lover's 
passion seemed to increase in proportion to the magnitude 
of its object— and a voluminous damsel, arrayeid in a doasen 
of petticoats, was declared by a low Dutch sonnetteer of 
the province, to be radiant as a sunflower, and luxuriant 
ias a full-blown cabbage. Certain it is, that in those days, 
the heart of a lover could not contain more than one lady 
at a time ; whereas the heart of a modem gallant has often 
foam enough to acconunodate half a dozen ; the reason of 
which I conclude to be, that either the hearts of the gen^ 
tlemen have grown larger, or the persons of the ladies 
smaller; this however is a question for physiologists to 
determine. 

But there was a secret charm in these petdcoatSy which 
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no doubt entered into the consideration of the prudent 
gallants. The wardrobe of a lady was in those days her 
only fortune ; and she who had a good stock of petticoats 
and stockings, was as absolutely an heiress as is a Kamts- 
chatka damsel with a store of bear-skins, or a Laplan^^ 
belle with a plenty of rein-deer. The ladies, therefore^ 
were very anxious to display these powerM attractions to 
the greatest advantage; and the best rooms in the house, 
instead of being adorned with caricatures of dame nature, 
in water colours and needle-work, were always hung round 
with abundance of homespun garments, the manui&cture 
and ^e property of the females — a piece of laudable os-^ 
tentation that still prevails among the heiresses of our 
Dutch villages. Such were the beauteous belles of the 
ancient city of Kew- Amsterdam, rivalling in primeval 
simplicity of manners the renowned and courtly dames, so 
lofUlj sung by Dan Homer — ^who tells us that the prin« 
cess Nausicaa washed the family linen, and the fiiir Fene^ 
lope wove her own petticoa4». 

The ^gentlemen, in facl^ who figured in the circles of 
ihe gay world in these ancient time3, corresponded, in 
jnost particulars, with the beauteous diunsels whose smiles 
they were ambitious to deserve. True it is^ their merits 
would make but a very inconsiderable impression upon the 
heart of a modern fiiir ; they neither drove their curricles 
nor sported their tandems, for as yet those gaudy vehicles 
were not even dreamt of; neither did they distinguish 
themselves by their brilliancy at the table, and their con« 
sequent rencontres with watchmen; for our fore&thers 
wer^ of too pacific a disposition to need those guardians pf 
the nighty every soul throughout the town being in full 
snore before nine o'clock. Neither did they establish their 
claims to gentility at the expense of their tailors, for as yet 
those offenders against the pockets of society, and the tran- 
<}uilliiy of all aspiring young gentlemen, were unknown iu 
I^ew- Amsterdam ; every good housewife made the clothes 
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of her husband and fiimily, and'even the goede vronw of 
Van Twiller himself, thionght it no dlspar^ement to tot 
out her husband'^ linsey woblsey galligasldnfir. 
^ Not but what there were some two or threes ^youngsters 
who manifested the first dawinings of 'what is' calledfire 
and sphrit. Who held afi labour in contempt; skulked 
about docks and market-places; loitered' in the sunshine; 
squandered what little money diey could procur^ at hiistle- 
cap and chuck-&rthing ; sfwore, boxed, feiight cocks^ and 
raced their neighbours' horses — in short, who promised td 
be the wondet, the talk, and abbmination of ili^ town, had 
not their stylish career beeii unfOrtuhatelycut-i^brt^ by an 
aShir of honour with a whipping-postw 

Far other, however, was the truly &shipnable gentleman 
of those days-— his dtess, which' served for bplhi mdrhing 
and evening, street and drawing room, was a linsey wool- 
sey coat, made, perhaps, by the ftir hands of the miistress 
of his a£Pections, and gallantly bedecked with abundance 
of large brass buttons. Half a score oiT breeches height- 
ened &e proportions of his figure— his shoes weore deco- 
rated by enormous copper buckles^ — a low crowned broad 
brimmed hat overshadowed his hurley visage, ahd his hidr 
dangled down his back in d prodigious queue of eel skin, 

T%LUS equipped, he wotild manfiiUy salty foirth with pipe 
in niouth to besiege some fair damsel's obdurate heart- 
not such a pipe, good reader, as that which Acis did si^eetly 
tune in praise of his Galatea, but one of true delft manu- 
&cture, and fiimished with a charge of fi^agrant Cow-pen 
tobacco. With this would he resolutely set himself down 
before the fortress, and rarely &iled, in the process of dme, 
to smoke the fair enemy into a surrender) upon honour- 
able terms. 

Such was the happy reign of Wouter Van Twiller, ce- 
lebrated in many a long-forgotten song as the real golden 
age, the rest being nothing but count^eit copper-washed 
coin. In that delightfiil period^ a sweet and holy calm 
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reigned over the whole province. The burgomaster 
smoked his pipe in peace — the substantial solace of his 
domestic cares, after her daily toils were done, sat soberly 
at the door, with her arms crossed over her iqpron of snowy 
white, without being insulted: by ribald streetp-walkers. or 
vagabond boys — those unlucky urchins who do so infest 
our streets, displaying under the roses of youth, the thorns 
and briers of iniquity. Then it was that the lover with ten 
breeches, and the damsel with, petticoats of half a score, 
indulged in all the innocent emkarments of virtuous lovi, 
without fear and without reproach, for what had that vir^ 
tue to fear, which was defended by a shield of good.lijisey 
woolseys, equal at least to the Sjeven bull-hides of the in<- 
Tindble Ajax ? 

Ah blissful, and ni^ver to be forgotten age ! when everjr 
thing was better than it has ever been since, or ever will be 
Bgain-r-rWhen Buttermilk channel w^ quite dry at low water 
— when the idiad in the Hudson were all salmon: and wl^en 
the moon shone with a pure and resplendent whiteness^ 
instead of that melancholy yellow light, which is the con«- 
sequence of her sickening at the abominations she every 
night witnesses in this degenerate city i 

Happy would it have been for New-Amstecdam could 
it always have existed in this state of blissful ignorance and 
lowly simplicity; but, alas! the days pf childhood are too 
£weet to last I Cities, like men, grow out of them in tj^ne^ 
and are doomed alike to grow into the bustle, the cares, 
and miseries of the world. Let no man congratulate him* 
seli^ when he. beholds the chiI4 of his bosom, or tiie city of 
his birth, increasing in magnitude and importance — let the 
history of his own life teach him the dangers of the onc^ 
and this history of Manna-hata convince him of the c$da» 
mities of the other. 
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CHAPTER V. 

In which the reader it beguiled into a dekdaNe nralk, which ends 
very diffinrentfyfrom what it commenced. 

In the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
and four, on a fine afternoon, in the glowing month of 
Sq>tember, I took my customary walk upon die battery, 
which is at once the pride and bulwark of this ancient and 
impregnable city of New- York. I remember well the sear 
8(m, for it immediately preceded that remarkably cdd 
winter, in which our sagacious corporation, in a freak of 
economical philanthr<^y, pulled to pieces, at an expense 
of several hundred dollars, the wooden ramparts, which 
had cost them several thousand ; and distributed the rotten 
fragments, which were worth considerably less than nothings 
among the shivering poor of the city. Never, since the fidl 
of the walls of Jericho, or the heaven-built battlements of 
Troy, had there been known such a demolition — nor did it 
go unpunished; multitudes were blinded, in vain attempts 
to smoke themselves warm, with this charitable substitute 
for fire-wood ; and an epidemic complaint of sore eyes was 
moreover produced, which has since recurred every win- 
ter^ particularly among those who undertake to bum ro^ 
ten Isa^ — who warm themiselves with the charity of others 
^-or who use patent chimneys. 

OfX the year and month just designated, did I take my 
accustpmed wolk of meditation, on that same battery, 
which^ though at present no battery, furnishes the most 
delightful walk> aod commands the noblest prospect in 
the whole known world. The ground on which I trod 
was hallowed by recollections of the past, and as I slowly 
wandered through the long alley of poplars, wRich, like so 
jmany birch brooms standing on end, diffused a melancholy 
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and lugubrious shade, my imagination drew a contrast 
between the surrounding scenery, and what it was in the 
classic days of our forefathers. Where the government 
house by name, but the custom-house by occupation, 
proudly reared its brick walls and wooden pillars, there 
whilome stood the low but substantial red-tiled mansion 
of the renowned Wouter Van Twiller. Around it the 
mighty bulwarks of fort Amsterdam downed defiance to 
every absent foe ; but^ like many a whiskered warrior and 
gallant militia captain, confined their martial deeds to 
frowns alone ; alas ! those threatening bulwarks had long 
since been sapped by time, and like the walls of Carthage, 
presented no traces to the inquiring eye of the antiquarian. 
The mud breast>-works had long been levelled with the 
earth, and their site converted into the gre^ lawns and 
leafy alleys of the battery ; where the gay apprentice sport- 
ed his Sunday coat, and the laborious mechanic, relieved 
from the dirt and drudgery of the week, poured his weekly 
tale of love into the half-averted ear of the sentimental 
chambermaid. The capacious bay still presented the sarfie 
expaiisive sheet of water, studded with islands, sprinkled 
with fishing boats, and bounded by shores of picturesque 
beautjT. But the dark forests which once clothed these 
shores had been violated by the savage hand of cultivation, 
and their tangled mazes, and impenetrable thickets, had 
degenerated into teeming orchards and waring fields of 
grain. £ven Governor's Island, once a smiling garden," 
appertaining to the sovereigns of the province, was now 
covered with fortifications, inclosing a tremendous block- 
house — so that this once peacefid island resembled a fierce 
little warrior in a big cocked hat, breathing gunpowder 
and defiance to the world ! 

For some time did I indulge in this pensive train of 
thought; contrasting in sober sadness, the present day 
with the hallowed years behind the mountains ; lamenting 
the mekncholy progress of improvement, and praising the 
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zeal, with which our worthy burghers endeavour to ptc 
aerfe the wredcs of venerable customs, prejudices, and 
errors, from the overwhelming tide of modem innovation-^ 
when by d^rees my ideas took a different turn, and I in-' 
sensibly awaked to an enjoyment of the beauties around me« 
It was one of those rich autumnal days which he^vtm 
particularly bestpws upon the beauteous island of MajaAs^ 
hota and its vicinity— not a floating cloud obscured the 
azure firmamoit— the sun, rdUiing in glorious splendour 
through his ethereal course, seemed to expand his honest 
Dutch countenance into an unusual expression of bene^ 
volence, as he smiled his evening salutation upon a city, 
which he delights to visit with his most bounteous beams : 
the very winds seemed to'hold in their breaths in mute at- 
tention, lest they should ru£9e the tranquillity of the hour 
— and the waveless bosom of the bay presented a polished 
mirror, in which Nature beheld herself and smiled. The 
standard of our city, whidb, like a choice handkerchief is 
reserved for days of gala, hung motionless on the flag-stafi^ 
which forms the handle to a gigantic chum ; and even the 
tremulous leaves of the poplar and the aspen, which, like 
the tongues of the immortal sex, are seldom still, now 
ceased to vibrate to the breath of heavai. Every thing 
seemed to acquiesce in the profound repose of natuie. 
The formidable eighteen pounders slept in the embrazuies 
of the wooden batteries, seemingly gathering fresh straigth 
to frght the battles of their country on the next 4th of July 
—the solitary drum on Governor's Island forgot to call 
the garrison to their aheveh — the evening gun had not yet 
sounded its signal, for all the regular, well meaning poul- 
try throughout the country, to go to roost; and the fleet 
of canoes, at anchor between Gibbet^Island and Commu- 
nipaw, slumbered on their rakes, and suffered the innocent 
oysters to lie for a while unmolested, in the soft mud of 
their native banks ! My own feelings sympathized with 
the contagious tranquilli^, and I should infallibly have 
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dozed upon one of thoise fragments of benches, which, our 
beneyolent inagistrates have provided for the benefit of 
convalescent loungers^liad not the extraordinary inconve^ 
nience of the couch set all repose at defiance. 

In the ittidi^ of this soothing slumber of the soul, my 
attention was attracted to a black speck, peering above the 
western horizon, just in the rear of Bergen steeple*— gni^ 
dually it augments and overhangs the would**be cities of 
Jersey, Harsimus, and Hoboken, which, ISke three jock- 
eys, are starting on the course of existence, and jostling 
«ach other at the commencement of the race. Now it 
skirts the loi^ shore of ancient Pavonia, spreading its 
wide i^hadows firom the high settlements of Weehawk quite 
to the lazaretto and quarantine, erected by the sagacity of 
dttr police, for the embarrassment of commercement— now 
it climbs the serene vault of heaven, cloud rolling over 
doud, like successive billows, shrouding the orb of day, 
darkening the vast expanse, and bearing thunder and hail, 
and tempest in its bosom. The earth seems agitated at 
the confusion of the heav^is — ^the late waveless mirror is 
lashed into fiirious waves, that roll their broken surges in 
hbllow murmurs to the shore — the oyster-boats, that erst 
q>orted in thie pkcid vicinity of GKbbet-Island, now hurry 
affirighted to the shore-^the late dignified^ unbending pop- 
lar, writhes and twists before the merciless blast— descend- 
ing torrents of drendbdng rain and sounding hail deluge the 
blittery-walk, the gatek are thronged by 'prentices, servant 
maids, and little Frenchmen, with their pocket faandker- 
diie& over their hats, scampering from the storm^the 
late beauteous prospect presents one scene of anarchy and 
wild uproar, as though old Chaos had resumed his reign, 
and WAS hurling back, into one vast turmoil, the conflict- 
ing dements of nature. Faancy to yoursdf, oh reader I the 
awful combat sung by old Hesiod, of Jupiter and the Ti- 
tans— ^ftncy to yourself- the long rebellowing artillery of 
heaven, streaming at the heads of tbe^ gigantic sons of 



126 HISTORY OF 

earth. In short, &ncy to yoiurself all that has ever been 
said or sung, of tempest, storm, and hurricane^ And jn 
will save me the trouble of describing it. 

Whether I fled from the fury of the storm, or renudned 
boldly at my post, as our gallant train band capttfins^ who 
march their soldiers through the rain without flindung-^ 
are points which I leave to the conjecture of the reader. 
It is possible he may be a litde perplexed also to knowtlie 
reason why I introduced this most tremendoiis and unheaid 
of tempest, to disturb the serenity of my work. On tUs 
latter point I will gratuitously instruct his ignorance. He 
panorama view of the battery was given, merely to gratify 
the reader with a correct description of that celebrated 
place, and the parts adjacent :-— secondly, the storm wis 
played ofi^, partly to give a little bustle and life to this 
tranquil part of my work, and to keep my drowsy readers 
from &lling asleep ; and partly to serve as a preparatioDi 
or rather an overture, to the tempestuous times, that are 
about to assail the pacific province of Nieuw Nederlandts, 
and that overhang the slumbrous administration of the 
renowned Wouter Van Twiller. It is thus the experienced 
play-wright puts all the fiddles, the French horns, die 
ketde-drums and trumpets of his orchestra in requisition, 
to usher in one of those horrible and brimstone uproars, 
called melo-drames : and it is thus he discharges his thmir 
der, his lightning, his rosin and saltpetre, preparatoiy to 
the raising of a ghost, or the murdering of a hero. We 
will now proceed with our history. 

Whatever may be advanced by philosophers to the 
contrary, I am of opinion, that, as to nations, the old max- 
im, that <^ honesty is the best policy," is a sheer and ruin- 
ous mistake. It might have answered well enough in die 
honest times when it was made ; but in these degenerate 
days, if a nation pretends to rely merely upon the> jnstiee 
of its dealings, it will fare something like an honest man 
among thieves, who, unless he have something mare than 
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Us hcmesty ta depend upon, stands but a poor chance of 
, profiting l^ his company. Such at least was the case with 
the guileless government of the New Netherlands ; which, 
like a worthy unsuspicious old burgher, quietly settled it- 
self down into the ci^ of New-Amsterdaib, as into a snug 
elbow chair, and fell into a comfortable nap ; while in the 
meantime its cunning neighbours stepped in and picked its 
pockets. Thus may we ascribe the commencement of all 
tibe woea of this great province, and its magnificent metro- 
^ pedis, to the tranquil security, or to speak more accurate- 
ly, to the unfortunate honesty of its government But 
te I dislike to begin an important part of my history to- 
wards the end of a chapter; and as my readers, like my** 
•di^ must doubtless be exceedingly fatigued with the long 
walk we have taken, and the tempest we have sustained, 
\ t bold it meet we shut up the book, smoke a pipe, and 
;Jbaving thus refreshed our spirits, take a fair start in the 
next ch^ter. 



CHAPTER VI. 

FaUhfvUy descrihing ike ingenious people of Connecticut and 
ihereahouU-^Shotvingy moreover , the true meaning qfUberttf of 
coHMcienoe, and a curious device among these sturdy barbarians, 
to keep up a harmony qf intercourse, and promote population. 

That my readers may the more fully comprehend the 
extent of the calamity, at this very moment impending 
over the honest, unsuspecting province of Nieuw Neder- 
landts, and its dubious governor, it is necessary that I 
idiould give some account of a horde of strange barbarians, 
bordering upon the eastern fit)ntier. 

Now so it came to pass, that many years previous to the. 
time c^^hich we are treating, the sage cabinet of England 
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had adopted a certain national creed, a kind of pri)lic 
walk of fidth, or radier a religious turnpike, in which emy 
loyal subject was directed to travel to Zaon^^^takdag esax 
to pay the UM-gatherers by the way. 

Albeit a certain shrewd race of men, being very mudt 
given to indulge their own opinions, on all manner of sub- 
jects, (a propensity exceedingly obnoxious to your fipee go* 
vernments of Eurqpe,) did most presumptuously dai« to. 
think for themselves in matters of religion, exercising wbai 
they considered a natural and unextinguishable right— 4lie. 
liberty of conscience. 

As, however, they possessed that ingenuous habit of 
mind which always thinks aloud ; which in a manner rides 
cock-arhoop on the tongue, and is for ever gallopkig inta 
other people's ears ; — it naturally followed that their liber- 
ty of conscience likewise implied liberty of speech^ whicb 
being freely indulged, soon put the country in a hubbaby 
and aroused the pious indignation of the vigilant; fidhefs 
of the church. 

The usual methods were adopted to reclaim them, that 
in those days were considered so efficacious in bringing 
back stray sheep to the fold; th^t is to say, they were 
coaxed, they were admonished, they were menaced, they 
were buffeted — line upon line, precept upon precept, lash 
uppn lash, here a little and there a great deal, were ex- 
hausted without mercy, and without success ; imtil at 
length the worthy pastors of the church, wearied out by 
their unparalleled stubbornness, were driven in the excess 
of their tender mercy, to adopt the scripture text, an4 li- 
terally " heaped live embers on their heads." 

Nothing, however, could subdue that invincible spirit of 
independence which has ever distinguished thi;^ singular 
race of people ; ^o that leather than submit to su^ lM>m- 
ble tyranny, they one and all emb^Ii^ed for the wilderness 
of America, where they might enjoy unmolested, th^ ii^es- 
tunable luxury of talking.. No sooner did t^ey land on 
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this loquacious soil, than as if they had caught the disease 
£r6m the climate, they all lifted up their voices at once, 
and for the space of one whole year did keep up such a 
joyful clamour, that we are told they frightened eyery bird 
and beast Out of the neighbourhood, and so completely 
dumb-founded certain fish, which abound on their coast, 
that they have been called dumb^fah ever since. 

From this simple circumstance, unimportant as it xnay 
seem, did first originate that renowned privilege so loudly 
boasted of throughout this country — ^which is so eloquent- 
ly exercised in newspapers, pamphlets, ward-meetU2gs, pot- 
house committees, and congressional deliberations— which 
establishes the right of talking without ideas and without 
information— of misrepresenting public afiairs— of decry- 
ing public measures— of aspersing great characters, and 
destroying little ones ; in short, that grand palladium of 
our country, the liberty of speech. 

The simple aborigines of the land for a while contem* 
plated these strange folk in utter astonishment; but disco* 
vering that they wielded harmless though noisy weapons, 
and were a lively, ingenious, good-humoured race of men, 
ihey became very friendly and sociable, and gave them the 
name of YanokieAi which in the Mais-Tchusaeg, (or Ma&* 
sachusett) language signifies silent men — a waggish appel- 
lation, since shortened into the familiar epithet of Yan- 
kees, which they retain unto the present day. 

True it is, and my fideUty as an historian will not aUow 
me to pass it over in silence, that the zeal of these good 
people, to maintain their rights and privileges unimpaired, 
did for a while betray them into errors, which it is easier 
to paidon than defend* Having served a regular appren- 
ticeship in the school of persecution, it behoved them to 
show that they had become proficients in the art. They 
accordingly employed their leisure hours in banishing, 
scoiurging, or hanging divers heretical papists, quakers, 

R 
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and anabaptists, fi)r daring to abuse the Kberfy ^ cm- 
•cience; which they now clearly proved to imply nothing 
more, than that every man should think aa he pleasedin 
matters of religion— ^ootiffd he thought right ; fin* odle^ 
wise it'would be giving a latitude to damnable herefiics. 
Now as they (the majority) were perfectly convinoed, that 
thqf alone diought right, it consequently foUbwed, that 
whoever thought different from then^ thought wrong; and 
whoever thought wrong, and obstinately persisted in not 
being convinced and converted, was a flagrant violator of 
the inestimable liberty of conscience, and a corrupt and 
infectious member of the body politic, and deserved to be 
lopped off and cast into the fire. 

Now I'll warrant there are hosts of my readers ready at 
once to lift up their hands and eyes, with that virtuousin- 
dignation with which we always contemplate the &ultB and 
errors of our neighbours, and to exclaim at these well- 
meaning but mist^en people, for iniSicting on others the 
injuries they had suffered themselves — for indulging the 
preposterous idea of convincing the mind by tormentii]g 
the body, and establishing the doctrine of charity and for- 
bearance by intolerant persecution.-^But, in simple truth, 
what are we doing at this very day, and in this very en- 
lightened nation, but acting upon this very same principle^ 
in our political controversies ? Have we not within but a 
few years released ou!rselves from the shackles of a govern- 
ment, which cruelly denied us the privilege of govemiDg 
ourselves, and using in frdl latitude that invaluable mem- 
ber, the tongue ? And are we not at this very moment 
striving our best to tyrannize over the opinions, tie up the 
tongues, or ruin the fortunes of one another ? What are 
our great political socTeties, but mere political inquisiticms? 
■—Our pot-house conunittees, but little tribunals of denun- 
dation ?— Our newspapers, but mere whipping-posts and 
pillories, where the unfortunate individuals are pelted with 
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rotten egg^ ?i.<-And our coimcil of appointment) but a grand 
auio da ftp where culpiits cCre annually sacrificed &r their 
political hel^siesi? . : ^ « .. < : 

Wh^re then is the difference in principle between onr 
measui^^ and those yeu'^areso^ ready to condemn amo^g 
the people! adi treating? Th^re is none ; the difference 
is merely circunistdntiaL-^Thus we denounce^ instead of 
banishing — ^we Zt6c/, instead of scourgingr— we. turn out of 
officfi instead Of hanging ;-^and where they burnt an offen- 
der in praprid ptrabnd^ i^e eith^ tar, and feather cr bum 
kim in f^ig^y^— this political p^secuticm being, some how 
or odier, the grand palladiuni of our liberties,, and an in- 
troTcrtible proof that this is a free country ^ - 
. But notwithstanding the fervent zeal with which this 
holy war wa3 prosecuted against the whole race of unbe- 
lievers, we do not find that the peculation of thi& new co* 
lony was in any ways hindered thereby; on the contraiyi 
they multiplied to a degree which would be incrediUe 
to any man unacquainted with the marvellous fecundity of 
this growing country. 

This amaziiig increase may indeed be partly ascribed to 
a singular Custom prevalent among them, .and which was 
probably borrowed fix)m the ancient republic of Sparta; 
where we are lold the young ladies, either firom .being 
great romps and hoydens, or else, like many modem he- 
roines, very fond of meddUng with matters that did not 
appertain to their sex, used fi'equentiy to engage with the 
men, in wrestling, and other athletic exercises of the gym- 
nasium. The custom to which I allude was vulgarly known 
by the name of bundling — a superstitious rite observed by 
the you^ pec^le of both sexes, with which they psually 
terminated their festivities; and which was kept up with 
religious strictness, by the more bigotted and vulgar part 
of the community. This ceremony was likewise, in those 
primitive times, considered asan indispensaUe j^elimi^ 
naiy to matrimony^; their courtships commencing Where 
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ours usually finish. By which means they acquired tint 
intiinate acquaintance with each other's gc^d qualities be" 
fore marriage, which has been pronounced by philosc^hen 
the sure basis of a happy union. Thus early did this 
ennning and ingenious people display a shrewdness, at 
making a bargain, which has ever since distinguished them 
«^and a strict adherence to the good old vulgar maxbn 
about << buying a pig in a poke.'* 

To this sagacious custom, therefore, do 1 chie^ attri- 
bute the unparalleled increase of the Yanokie or Yankee 
tribe; for it is a certain &ct,. well authenticated by court 
records and parish registers, that wherever the practice of 
bundling prevailed, there was an ainazing number of stur- 
dy bratSv annually bom unto the state, without the license 
of the law, or the benefit of clergy; and it is truly asto* 
nishing that the learned Malthus, in his treatise on pq)ii- 
lation, has entirely overlooked this singular &ct. NeilJier 
did the irregularity of their birth operate in the least to 
their disparagement. On the contrary, they grow up a 
long sided, raw boned, hardy race of whoreson whalers, 
wood-cutters, fishermen, and pedlars, and strapping corn- 
fed wenches ; who, by their united efforts, tend^ marvel- 
lously towards populating those notable tracts of country, 
called Nantucket, Piscataway^ and Cape Cod. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Wow thue simple Bariariani turned out to he notorious squaUers. 
-^Hon they huiU air-castUs, and attempted to initiate the 
Nederlanders in the mystery of bundling. 

In the last chapter I have given a faithfid and unpreju- 
diced account of the origin of that singular race of peoplei 
inhabiting the country eastward of the Nieuw Nederlandts; 
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btit I have yet to mention certain peculiar habits which' 
Tendered them exceedingly obnoxious to our ever honoured 
Dutch ancestors. 

The mb6|; [Hrominent of these was a certain rambling 
propensity^ with which^ like the sons of Ishmael^ they 
seem to have been gifted by heayen, and which omtinually 
goads them on, to shift their residence from place to place, 
so that a Yankee &rmer is in a constant state of migra- 
tion ; ianying occasionally here and there ; clearing lands 
for' other people to enjoy9 building houses for others to 
inhabit, and in a manner may be considered the wander* 
ing Arab of America. 

His first thought, on ccmiing to the years of manhood, 
is tp aeiiU himself in the world — ^which means nothing more 
nor less than to begin his rambles. To this end he takes 
unto himself for a wife some dashing country heiress ; 
that is to say, a buxom rosy-cheeked wench, passing rich 
in red ribands, glass beads, and mock tortoise-shell combs, 
with a white gown and morocco shoes for Sunday; and 
deeply skilled in the mystery of making apple sweetmeats, 
long sauce, and pumpkin pie. 

Having thus provided himself, like a time pedlar with a 
heavy knapsack, wherewith to regale his shoulders through 
the journey of life, he literally sets out on the peregrina* 
tion. His whole &mily, household furniture, and farming 
utensils, are hoisted into a covered cart; his own and his 
wife's wardrobe packed up in a firkin : which done^ he 
shoulders his axe, takes staff in hand, whistles ^^ yankee 
doodle," and trudges off to the woods, as confident of .the 
protection of providence, and relying as cheerfiilly upon 
his own resources, as did ever a patriarch of yore, when 
he journeyed into a strange country of the Gentiles. Hav* 
ing buried himself in the wilderness, he builds himself a 
log-hut, clears away a corn-field and potato patch, and, 
Providence smiling upon his labours, is soon surrounded 
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hf A snug fium And pome half » score of flfxen-^eaded 
urchinsi who, by; their size, seem to.baye sprung all atoooe 
out of the earth, like a crop of toad-stools. « 

;. But it isnot the nature, of this.most indefiftigaUeof spe- 
Giditora to rest /contented with ai\y state of sublunaiy en- 
jpjfoaentT-ymproiifnieitl is Jiia. darling passion^ and having 
thus in^roised his huids, his next care is to p!roTide a man- 
sion worthy the residence of a landholder. A hiige palace 
of pine boards immediately, springs up in the midst of the 
wilderness^ large enou^fora parish churchy an^ fiurnished 
with windows: of all dimensions, but so ricketty and fiBmsy 
withal, that every blast gives it a fit of the ague. 

' By the time the outside of this mighty air-castle is com- 
pleted^ either the funds or the zeal of our adventurer are 
exhausted, so that he barely manage;s to half finish (me 
room vidthin,. where the whole &mily burrow tc^ther; 
while the rest of the house is devoted to the curing of 
pumpkins, or storing of carrots and potatoes, and is deco- 
rated .with fanciful festoons of wilted peaches and dried 
upples. The outside > remaining unpainted, grows . vene- 
rably black with time ; the &mily wardrobe is laid under 
contribution for old hats, petticoats, and breeches, to stuff 
in^ the broken windows.; while the four winds of heaven 

■ 

keep up a whistling and howling about this aerial . palace, 
and play as many unruly gambols, ,as they did of ybre> in 
the cave of old ^^Bolus. 

= > The humble log-hut, which whilome nestled this improv' 
ing faipily snugly within its narrow but comfortable walls, 
stands hard by in ignominious contrast, degraded into a 
cow-house or pig-stye; and the whole scene reminds one 
forcibly of a fable, which I am surprised has never been 
recorded, of an aspiring snail, who quits his humble habi- 
tation,* which he filled with great respectability, ta crawl 
into the empty shell of a lobster — ^wher^ he would no doubt 
have resided with great sl^e and splendour, the envy and 
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hate of all tihe pains-takmg snails of his hd^boiii4fd6d^ 
had he not accidentiilly perished with cold in orie comifl" 
of his stupendous mansion. '' 

' Beingtikii^ completely setded,arid't6'ilse his b^^^ 
« to rights,*^ one woiild imagine that \e, wduld begiA to 
enjoy &e coinforts of his situation, to tead ^ewsp^pel^, 
talk politics, neglect his own business; anddttend tb th^ 
affidrs of the nation, like a useful and patridtie citi^ti'; 
but now it is that his wayward dispositfoh'begini^' again to 
opiefate. He soon' grows tired of a spot where thei^ ii^Tio 
longer any room for improvement, sells his &rm, air-castli&, 
petticoat windows and all, reloads his cart, shoulders his 
axe, puts himself at the head of his family, and wanders 
away in search of new lands — again to fell tr^es — again to 
dear cornfields— again to biiild a shingle palaCiB, and again 
to sell off, and wander. 

iSuch were th^ people of Connecticut^ who bordc^red. 
upon the eastern firontier of Nieuw Nederlahdts, and my 
readers may easily imagine what obnoxious neighbours this 
light hearted but restless tribe must have be^il to our trati- 
quil progenitors. If they cannot^ I wotdd ask thfefti, if they 
have ever knoWh one of our regular. Well organized Dut3^h 
fionilies, whom it hath pleiased heaven to afflict with th^ 
neighbourhood of a French boarding-house. The honest 
old burgher cannot take his afternoon's pipe, on thie beAch 
before lus door, but he is persecuted with the scraping of 
fiddles, the chattering of women, arid thie squalling of chil- 
dren — he cannot sleep at night for the holrlble mdodfes of 
some amateur, who chooses to serehaide the moon,' and 
display hisHerrible jproficiency in ejcecu^ton, by playing de^ 
misemiquavers in alt on the clarionet, the hautboy, or sotiie 
other soft-toried instrument — nor can he leave the street^ 
door open, but his house is defiled by the unsavoury visits 
of a troop of pug-dogs, who even soltietimes carry their 
loathsome ravages into the sanctum sanctoriirii, the parlour. 

If my headers have ever witnessed the suflerings of such 
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H fiumly, so situated, they may form some idea how our 
worthy ancestors were distressed by their mercurial nd^ 
hours of Comiecticut. 

Gangs of these marauders, we are told, penetrated into 
the New Netherland setdements, and threw whole Tillages 
into consternation by their unparalleled volubilitfr, and 
their intolerable inquisitiveness— two evil habits Idtherto 
miknown in those parts, or only known to be abhorred; 
fdr our ancestors were noted, as being men of truly Spar- 
tan taciturnity, and who neither knew nor cared au^t 
about any body's concerns but their own. Many enormi- 
ties were committed on the highways, where several un- 
ofiending burghers were brought to a stand, and tortured 
with questions and guesses ; which outrages occasioned as 
much vexation and heart-burning as does the modem 
right of search on the high seas. 

Great jealousy did they likewise stir up, by their inter- 
meddling and successes among the divine sex ; for being 
a race of brisk, lively, pleasant-tongued varlets, they soon 
seduced the light afiections of the simple damsels from 
their ponderous Dutch gallants. Among other hideous 
customs, they attempted to introduce among them that of 
bundling^ which the Dutch lasses of the Nederlandts, with 
that eager passion for novelty and foreign fiishions natu- 
ral to their sex, seemed very well inclined to follow; but 
that their mothers, being more experienced in the world, 
and better acquainted with men and things, strenuously 
discountenanced all such outlandish innovations. 

But what chiefly operated to embroil our ancestors with 
these strange folk, was an unwarrantable liberty which 
they occasionally took, of entering in hordes into the ter- 
ritories of the New Netherlands, and settling themselves 
down, without leave or license, to improve the land, in the 
manner I have before noticed. This unceremonious mode 
of taking possession of new land was technically termed 
Bjuaiiing^ and hence is derived the appellation otsquatUra ; 
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a name odious in the ears of all great landholders, and: 
which is given to those enterprising worthies, who seize 
upon land first, and take their chance to make good thdr 
title to it afterwards. 

All these grievances, and many others which were con* 
stantly accumulating, tended to form that dark and por- 
tentous cloud, which, as I observed in a former chapter, 
was slowly gathering over the tranquil province of New- 
Netherlands. The pacific cabinet of Van Twiller, how- 
ever, as will be perceived in the sequel, bore them all witb 
a magnanimity that redounds to their immortal credit- 
becoming by passive endurance inured to this increasing 
inass of wrongs ; like the sage old woman of Ephesus, who 
by dint of carrying about a calf firom the time it was bom, 
continued to carry it without difficulty when it had grown 
to be an ox* 
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Horn the Fori Goed Hoop was fearfvUy beleagured-^hom the 
renonmed Wouler feU into a profound doubt, and horn he 
finally evaporated* 

By this time my readers must fully perceive what an ar» 
duous task I have undertaken— collecting and collating 
with painfid minuteness the chronicles of past times, whose 
events almost defy the powers of research^-exploring a 
little kind of Herc^aneum of history, which had lain near* 
ly for ages, buried under the rubbish of years, and almost 
totally forgotten — raking up the limbs and firagments oi 
disjointed fiicts; and, endeavouring to put them scrupu- 
lously together, so as to restore them to dieir original form 
Bnd connexion — now lugging £brth the character of an al«> 
guost forgotten hero, like a mutilated statue— now decy» 

S 
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pheiing a half defiioed inscription; and now lighting upon 
a mouldering manuscript, which, after painful study, scarce 
rqNiys the trouble of perusaL 

In such case how much has the reader to depend upon 
the honour and probity of his author, lest, like a cunning 
antiquarian, he either impose upon him some spurious fii^ 
brication of his own, for a precious relique from antiquity, 
or else dress up the dismembered fragment, with such fidse 
trappings, that it is scarcely possible to distinguish the truth 
from the fiction with which it is enveloped* This is a 
grievance which I have more than once had to lament, in 
the course of my wearisome researches among the works 
of my fellow historians ; who have strangely disguised and 
distorted the facts respecting this country ; and particular- 
ly respecting the great province of New Netherlands; as 
will be perceived by any who will take the trouble to (X)m- 
pare their romantic effusions, tricked out in the meretri- 
cious gauds of fable, with this authentic history. 

I have had more vexations of the kind to encounter, in 
those parts of my history which treat of the transactions 
on the eastern border, than in any other, in consequence 
of the troops of historians who have infested those quar- 
ters, and have shown the honest people of Nieuw Neder- 
landts no mercy in their works. Among the rest, Mr. 
Benjamin Trumbull arrogantly declares, that << the Dutch 
were always mere intruders." — Now to this I shall make 
no other reply, than to proceed in the steady narration of 
my history, which will contain not only proofr that the 
Dutch had clear title and possession in the fair valleys of 
the Connecticut, and that they were wrongfully dispos- 
sessed thereof; but likewise that they have been scanda- 
lously maltreated ever since, by the misrepresentations of 
the crafly historians of New England. And in this I shall 
be guided by a spirit of truth and impartiality, and a re- 
gard to immortal &me; tor I would not wittingly disho- 
nour my work by a single fidsehood, misrepresentation or 
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prejudice, though it should gain our fore&thers the whole 
country of New England. 

It was at an early period of the province, and previous 
to the arrival of the renowned Wouter, that the cabinet 
of Nieuw Nederlandts purchased the lands about the Con* 
necticut, and established, for their superintendence and 
protection, a fortified post on the banks of the river, which 
was called Fort Goed Hoop, and was situated hard by the 
present fair city of Hartford. The command of this im- 
portant post, together with the rank, title^ and appoint^ 
ments of commissary, were given in charge to the gallant 
Jacobus Van Curlet, or, as some historians will have it, 
Van Curlis ; a most doughty soldier, of that stomachful 
class, of which we have such numbers on parade days ; 
who are &mous for eating all they kill. He was of a very 
soldierlike appearance, and would have been an exceeding 
tall man, had his legs been in proportion to his body ; but 
the latter being long, and the former uncommonly short, 
it gave him the uncouth appearance of a tall man's body, 
mounted upon a little man's legs. He made up for this 
turnspit construction of body by throwing his legs to such 
an extent when he marched, that you would have sworn 
he had on the identical seven-league boots of the &rfamed 
Jack the giant-killer; and so astonishingly high did he 
tread on any great military occasion, that his soldiers 
v^ere oft times alarmed, lest he should trample himself tm- 
der foot 

But notwithstanding the erection of this fort, and the 
appointment of this ugly little man of war as a commander, 
the intrepid Yankees continued those daring interlopings 
which I have hinted at in my last chapter ; and, taking 
advantage of the character which the cabinet of Wouter 
Van Twiller soon acquired, for profound and phlegmatic 
tranquillity— did audaciously invade the territories of the 
Nieuw Nederlandts, and squat tiiemselves down within the 
very jurisdiction of Fort Goed Hoop. 
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On beholding this outrage, the long bodied Van Curkt 
proceeded as became a prompt and valiant officer. H« 
immediately protested against these miwarrantable en- 
croachments, in low Dutch, by way of inspiring more ter^^ 
ror, and forthwith despatched a copy of the protest to the 
governor at New^ Amsterdam, together with a l(Hig and 
bitter account of the aggressions of the enemy. This done, 
he ordered his men, one and all, to be of good cheer— 
shut the gate of the fort, smoked three pipe% went to bed, 
and awaited the result with a resolute and intrepid tran- 
quillity, that greatly animated his adherents, and no doubt 
struck sore dismay and afiright into the hearts of the ene^ 
my. 

Now it came to pass, that about this time, the renowned 
Wouter Van Twiller, full of years and honours, and coun- 
cil dinners, had reached that period of life and faculty, 
which, according to the great Gulliver, entitles a man to 
admission into the ancient order of Struldbruggs. He 
employed his time in smoking his Turkish pipe, amid an 
assemblage of sages, equally enlightened, and nearly as 
venerable as himself and who, for their silence, their gra- 
vity, their wisdom, and their cautious averseness to com- 
ing to any conclusion in business, are only to be equalled 
by certain profoimd corporations. which I have known in 
my time. Upon reading the protest of the gallant Jaco- 
bus Van Curlet, therefore, his excellency fell straightway 
into one of the deepest doubts that ever he was known to 
encounter; his capacious head gradually drooped on his 
chest, * he closed his eyes, and inclined his ear to one side, 
as if listening with great attention to the discussion that 
was going on in his belly ; which all who knew him de- 
clared to be the huge court^hoiise, or council chamber of 



• ♦« Perplexed with vast affairs of state and town, 
••His great head being overset, hangs down." 

TELECZ.IDK8, in Perkkt» 
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his thoughts; forming to his head what the house of re« 
presentatives do to the senate. All inarticulate sound, 
very much resembling a snore, occasionally escaped him ; 
but the nature of this internal co^tation was never known, 
as he never q[^ened his lips on the subject to man, woman, 
or child. In the meantime, the protest of Van Curlet 
laid quietly on the table, where it served to light the pipes 
of the venerable sages. assembled in council; and in the 
great smoke which they raised, the gallant Jacobus, his 
protest, and his mighty Fort Groed Hoop, were soon as 
completely beclouded and forgotten, as is a question of 
emergency swallowed up in the speeches and resolutions 
of a modem session of congress. 

There are certain emergencies when yout profound le* 
gislators and sage deliberative councils, are mightily in the 
way of a nation ; and when an ounce of hair-brained de- 
cision is worth a pound of sage doubt, and cautious dis- 
cussion. Such at least was the case at present; for while 
the renowned Wouter Van Twiller was daily battling with 
his doubts, and his resolution growing weaker and weaker 
in the contest, the enemy pushed further and ftirther into 
his territories, and assumed a most formidable appearance 
in the neighbourhood of Fort Goed Hoop. Here they 
founded the mighty town of Pyquag^ or, as it has since 
been called, Weathersfield ; a place which, if we may cre^ 
dit the assertions of that worthy historian John Josselyn, 
Crent << hath been in&mous by reason of the witches there- 
in."— -And so daring did these men of Pyquag become, 
that they extended diose plantations of onions, for which 
their town is illustrious, under the very noses of the gar- 
rison of Fort Goed Hoop— insomuch that the honest 
Dutchmen could not look toward that quarter without tears 
in their eyes. 

This caying injustice was regarded with proper indig- 
nation by the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet. He absolute* 
ly trembled with the amazing violence of his choler, and 
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the exaoerbaticms of his valour; which seemed to be the 
more turbulent in their workings, from the length of the 
body in which they were agitated. He forthwith proceed- 
ed to strengthen his redoubts, heighten his breast-works, 
deepen his fosse, and fortify his position with a double row 
of abbatis ; after which valiant precautions, he with unex- 
ampled intrepidity, despatched a fr-esh courier with tremen- 
dous accounts of his perilous situation. Never did the 
modem hero, who immortalized himself at the second Sa- 
bine war, show greater valour in the art of letter-writinj^ 
or distinguish himself more gloriously upon paper, than 
the heroic Van Curlet. 

The courier chosen to bear these alarming despatches, 
was a &t, oily litde man, as being least liable to be woin 
out, or to lose leather on the journey ; and to insure his 
speed, he was mounted on the fleetest waggon-horse in the 
garrispn, remarkable for his length of limb, largeness of 
bone, and hardness of trot ; and so tall, that the litde mes- 
senger was obliged to climb on his back by means of his 
tail and crupper. Such extraordinary speed did he make^ 
that he arrived at Fort Amsterdam in little less than a 
month, though the distance was full two hundred pipesy 
or about 120 miles. 

The extraordinary appearance of this portentous stran- 
ger woidd have thrown the whole town of New- Amster- 
dam into a quandary, had the good people troubled them- 
selves about any thing more than their domestic affiurs. 
With an appearance of great hurry and business, and 
smoking a short travelling pipe, he proceeded on a long 
swing trot through the muddy lanes of the metropolis, de- 
molishing whole batches of dirt pies, which the litde Dutch 
children were making in the road ; and for which kind of 
pastry the children of this city have ever been fimous. 
On arriving at the governor's house, he climbed down 
from his steed in great trepidation— -roused the gray-head- 
ed doorkeeper, old Skaats, who, like his lineal descendant 
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and &ithful rq)resentative, the venerable crier of our court, 
was nodding at his post— -rattled at the door of the coun- 
cil chamber, and startled the members as they were do- 
zing over a plan for establishing a public market. 

At that very moment a gentle grunt, or rather a deep* 
drawn snore w$is heard from the chair of the governor, a 
whiff of smoke was at the same instant observed to escape 
from his lips, and a light cloud to ascend from the bowl of 
his pipe. The council of course supposed him engaged 
in deep sleep for the good of the community, and accord- 
ing to custom in all such cases established, every man 
bawled out Silence, in order to maintain tranquillity; 
when of a sudden, the door flew open, and the little cou- 
rier straddled into the apartment, cased to the middle in 
a pair of Hessian boots, which he had got into for the sake 
of expedition. In his right hand he held forth the omi^ 
nous despatches, and with his left he grasped firmly the 
wmst-band of his galligaskins, which had unfortunately 
given way in the exertion of descending from his horse. 
He stumped resolutely up to the governor, and with more 
hurry than perspicuity delivered his message. But fortu- 
nately his ill tidings came too late to ruffle the tranquillity 
of this most ^anquil of rulers. His venerable excellency 
had just breathed and smoked his last— his limgs and his 
pipe having been exhausted together, and his peacefiil soul 
having escaped in the last whiff that curled from his tobac- 
co-pipe. In a word, the renowned Walter the Doubter, 
who had so often slumbered with his contemporaries, now 
slept with his fiithers, and WiUielmus Kieft governed in 
his stead. 
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CONTAINING THE CHRONICLES OF THE REiGN OF ITILLIAM 

THE TESTY. 



CHAPTER L 

Showing the nature of History in general ; containing fuHher* 
more the universal acquirements of William the Testy ^ and how 
a man may learn so much as to render himself good Jbr nothmg* 

* 

Ay HEN the lofty Thucydides is about to enter on his de- 
scription of the plague that desolated Athens, one of his 
modern commentators * assures the reader, that hU histo- 
ry <^ is now going to be exceeding solemn, serious, and 
pathetic ;" and hints, with that air of chuckling gratulation, 
with which a good dame draws forth a choice morsel from 
a cupboard to regale a favourite, that this plague will give 
his history a most agreeable variety. 

In like manner did my heart leap within me, when I 
came to the dolorous dilemma of Fort Good Hope, which 
I at once perceived to be the forerunner of a series of great 
events and entertaining disasters. Such are the true sub- 
jects for the historic pen. For what is history, in fiict, but 
a kind of Newgate kalendar, a register of the crimes and 
miseries that man has inflicted on his fellow man. It is 
n huge libel on human nature, to which we industriously 
add page after page, volume afi;er volume, as if we were 
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buQding up a monument to the honour rather than the in-^ 
famy of our species. If we turn over -the pages of these 
chronides that man has written of himself, what are the 
characters dignified by the appellation df great, and held 
up to the admiration of posterity?— 'Tyrants, robbers, con- 
querors, renowned only for the magnitude of their mis- 
deeds, and the stupendous wrongs and miseries they have 
inflicted on mankind— warriors, who have hired themselves 
to the trade of blood, not &&ak motives (^ virtuous patriot- 
ism, or to protect the injured and defenceless, but merely 
to gain the vaunted glory of being adroit and successM in 
massacring their fellow beings I What are the great events 
that constitute a glorious era? The fidl of empires— the 
desolation of happy countries— splendid cities smoking in 
their ruin&-— the proudest works of art tumbled in the dust 
_the shrieks and groans of whole nations ascending imto 
heaven ! 

It is thus the historians may be said to thrive on the 
miseries of mankind — they are like the birds of prey that 
hover over the field of battle, to fatten on the mighty dead. 
It was observed by a great projector of inland lock navi- 
gation, that rivers, lakes, and oceans, were only formed to 
feed canals. In like manner I am tempted to believe, that 
plots, conspiracies, wars, victories, and massacres, are or- 
dained by providence only as food for the historian. 

It is a source of great delight to the philosopher, in 
studying the wonderful economy of nature, to trace the 
mutual dependencies of things, how they are created reci*> 
procally for each other, and how the most noxious and ap- 
parently unnecessary animal has its uses. Thus those 
swarms of flies, which are so often execrated as useless ver- 
min, are created for the sustenance of spiders; and spiders, 
on the other hand, are evidently made to devour flies. So 
those heroes who have been such pests in the world, were 
bounteously provided as themes for the poet and the his* 

T 
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torimiy iriiile the poet and historian were destined to re- 
cord the achievements of heroes ! 

These, and many similar reflections, natorally arose in 
my mind, as I took up my pen to commence the reign of 
. William Kieft ; for now ihe stream of our history, which 
hitherto has rolled in a tranquil current, is about to de- 
part for ever firom its peaceful haunts, and brawl through 
many a turbulent and rugged scene. Like some sleek ox, 
wliidi, having fed and &ttened in a rich dover field, lies 
sunk in luxurious rq)ose, and will bear repeated taunts 
and Mows, before it heaves its uiiwiekly limbs, and clum- 
«ly annise* fixmi its slmnbers; so the province of the 
Nieuw Ned^landts, having long thriven and grown cor- 
pulent under the prosperous retgn of the Doubter, was re- 
luctantly awakened to a melanchc^y conviction, that, by 
patient suflferance, its grievances had become so namerous 
and aggravating, that it was preferable to repel than en- 
dure tfiem. Tlie reader will now witness the manner in 
uriiich a peaceful community advances towards a state of 
war; which it is too apt to f^proach, as a horse does a 
drum, with much prancing and parade, but witli little pro- 
gress, and too ofleii with the wrong end foremost. 

WiLHELMUS KuBFT, who in 1634 ascended ihe Ovher^ 
notorial chair, (to borrow a fiivourite though clumsy af^- 
lation of modem phraseologists,) was in form, feature and 
character, the very reverse of Wouter Van TwiUer, his 
renowned predecessor. He was of very respectable de- 
scent, his feither being Inspector dT Windnulls in' the an- 
cient town of Saardam ; and our hero, we are told, made 
very curious investigations into the nature and operations 
of those madiines when a boy, whidi is one reason why 
he afterwards came to be so ingenious a governor. His 
name, according to the most ingenious etymologists, was 
a corruption of KyvtVy that is to say, ^^vrangler or scoUer^ 
and expressed the hereditary disposition of his fiunily, 
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^hich) for nearly two centuries, had kept the windy town 
of Saardam in hot water, and produced more tartars and 
brimstones than any ten families in the place ; and so tnily 
did Wilhelmus Kieft inherit this fionily endowment, that 
he had scarcely been a year in the dbcharge of hig goTem- 
ment, bfsfore he was universally known by the appellati<m 
of William the Testy. 

He was a brisk, waspish, little old gentleman, who had 
dried and withered away, partly through the natural pro- 
cess of years, and partly bom being parched and burnt up 
by his fiery soul, which blazed like a vehement mshUght 
in his bosom, constantly inciting him to most valorous 
broils, altercations, and misadventures. I have heard it 
observed by a profound and philosophical judge of human 
nature, that if a woman waxes fiit as she grows old, the te- 
nure of her life is very precarious ; but if haply she wi- 
thers, she lives for ever : such likewise was the case with 
William the Testy, who grew tougher in proportion as he 
dried. He was some such a little Dutchman as we may 
now' and then see, stumping briskly about the streets of- 
our city, in a broad-skirted coat, with buttons neal*ly as 
large as the shield of Ajax, an old-fiishioned cocked hat 
stuck on the back of his head, and a cane as high as his 
chin. His visage was broad, but his features sharp ; his 
nose turned up with a most petulant curl ; his cheeks, like 
the regions (^Terra del Fuego, were scorched into a dusky 
]:^.*^oubdess, in consequence of the neighbourhood of 
twflf fierce little grey eyes, through which his torrid soul 
beamed as fervently, as a tropical sun blazing through a 
pair of burning glasses. The comers of his mouth were 
curiously modelled into a kind of firet-work ^ not a little re- 
sembling the wrinkled proboscis (^ an irritable pug dog; 
in a word, he was one of the most positive, restless, ugly, 
little men, that ev^ put himself in a passion about nothing. 

Such were the personal endowments of William the 
Testy ; but it was the sterling riches (^his mind that raised 
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him to dignity and power. In his youth he had passed 
with great credit through a celebrated academy at the 
Hague, noted for producing finished scholars with a des- 
patch unequalled, except by certam of our American col- 
leges, which seem to manujbcture bachelors of arts by some 
patent machine. Hece he skirmished very smartly on the 
fronders of several of the sciences, and made so gallant an 
inroad in the dead languages, as to bring off captive a host 
of Greek nouns and Latin verbs, together with divers pithy 
saws and apophthegms ; all which he constantly paraded 
in conversation and writing, with as much vainglory as 
would a triumphant general of yore display the spoils of 
the countries he had ravished. He had moreover puzzled 
himself considerably with logic, in which he had advanced 
so fiur as to attain a very faumliaracquaintance, by name at 
least, with the whole fiunily of syllogisms and dilemmas; 
but what he chiefly valued himself on, was his knowledge 
of metfiphysics, in which having once upon a time ventured 
too deeply, he came well nigh being smothered in a slou^ 
of unintelligible learning— a fearful peril, from the effects 
of which he never perfectly recovered. — In plain words, 
like many other profound intermeddlers in this abstruse^ 
bewildering science, he so confused his brain with abstract 
speculations which he could not comprehend, and artificial 
dbtinctions which he could not realize, that he could never 
think clearly on any subject, however simple, through the 
whole course of his Ufe afterwards. This, I must confess, 
was in some measure a misfortune, for he never engaged in 
argument, of which he was exceeding fond, but what, be- 
tween logical deductions and metaphysical jargon, he soon 
involved himself and his subject in a fog of contradictions 
and perplexities, and then would get into a mighty passion 
with his adversary, for not being convinced gratis. 

It is in knowledge as in swinuning, — he who osten- 
tatiously sports and flounders on the sur&ce, makes more 
noise and splashing, and attracts more attention than the 
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industrious pearl*diver, who plunges in search of treasures 
to the bottom. The << universal acquirements" of William 
Kieft were the subject of great marvel and admiration 
among his countrymen ; he figured about at the Hague 
with as much vainglory, as does a profound Bonze at 
Pekin, who has mastered half the letters of the Chinese 
alphabet; and, in a word, was unanimously pronounced 
a universal genius /—-I have known many universal geni- 
uses in my time, though, to speak my mind freely, I never 
knew one, who, for the ordinary purposes of life, was 
worth his weight in straw ; but for the purposes of govern- 
ment, a litde sound judgment, and plain common sense, is 
worth all the sparkling genius that ever wrote poetry, or 
invented theories. 

Strange as it may sound, therefore, the universal acquire" 
tnents of the illustrious Wilhelmus, were very much in his 
way ; and had he been a less learned man, it is possible he 
would have been a much greater governor. He was ex- 
ceedingly fond of trying philosophical and political expe- 
riments : and having stuffed his head full of scraps and 
remnants of ancient republics, and oligarchies, and aris- 
tocracies, and monarchies, and the laws of Solon, and 
Lycurgus, and Charondas, and the imaginary common- 
wealth of Plato, and the Pandects of Justinian, and a 
thousand other firagments of venerable antiquity, he was 
for ever bent upon introducing some one or other of them 
into use; so that between one contradictory measure and 
another, he entangled the government of the little province 
of Nieuw Nederlaodts in more knots during his admini- 
stration, than half a dozen successors could have untied. 

No sooner had this bustling little man been blown by a 
whiff of fortune in the seat of government, than he called 
together his council, and delivered a very animated speech 
on the aJB&irs of the pirovince. As every body knows what 
a glorious opportunity a governor, a president, or even an 
emperor has, of drubbing his enemies in his speeches, mes- 
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sages, and bulletins, where he has the talk all on his own 
side, they may be sure the high-mettled William lUeft 
did not stiffs so fiivourable an occasion to escape him, of 
evincing that gallantry of Umgue ccnnmon to all able le- 
gislators. Before he commenced, it is recorded that he 
took out his pocket handkerchief, and gave a very scmoroiM 
blast <^ the nose, according to the usual custcmi of great 
orators. This, iipi general, I believe, is intended as a sig- 
nal trumpet, to call the attention of the auditors ; but with 
William the Testy it boasted a more classic cause, for he 
had read of the singular expedient of that fiunous dema- 
gogue Caius Qracchusj who, when he harangued the Ao- 
man populace, modulated his tones by an oratorical flute 
or pitch-pipe. 

This preparatory symphony being performed, he com- 
menced by expressing a humble sense of his own want of 
talents, his utter unworthiness of the honour confen«d 
upon him, and his humiliating incapacity to discharge the 
important duties of his new station : in short, he expressed 
so contemptible all opinion of himself, that many simple 
country memb^^s present, ignorant that these were mere 
words of course, always used oa such occasions, were very 
uneasy, and even felt wroth that he should accept an office, 
for which he was consciously so inadequate. 

He then proceeded in a manner highly classic, pro- 
foundly erudite, and nothing at all to the purpose ; being 
nothing more than a pompous account of all the govern^ 
ments of ancient Grreece, and the wars of Ronie and Car- 
thage, together with the rise and Ml of sundry outlandish 
empires, about which the assembly knew no more than 
their great grandchildren who were yet unborn. Thus 
having, afier the manner of your learned orators, convinced 
the audience that he was a man of many words and great 
erudition, he at length came to the less important part of 
his speech, the situation of the province ; and here he socHi 
worked himself into a. fearful rage against the Yankees, 
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whom he compared to the Gauls who desolated Rome, 
and the Goths and Vandals who overran the fairest plains 
of Europe— nor did he forget to mention, in terms of ade-- 
quate c^probrium, the insolence with which they had en* 
croached upon the territories of New Netherlands, and 
the unparalleled audacity with which they had commenced 
the town of New-Plymouth, and planted the onion patches 
of Weathersfield under the very walls of Fort Goed Hoop. 

Having thus artfidly wrought up his tale of terror to a 
climax, he assumed a self-satisfied look, and declared, with 
a nod of knowing import, that he had taken measures to 
put a final stop to these encroachments — ^that he had been 
oUiged to have recourse to a dreadfiil engine of war&re, 
lately invented, awfiil in its effects, but authorized by dire- 
ful necessity. In a word, he was resolved to conquer the 
Yankees — by proclamation. 

For this purpose he had prepared a tremendous instru- 
ment of the Iqnd — ordering, commanding, an4 enjoining 
the intruders aforesaid forthwith to remove, depart, and 
withdraw from the districts, regions, and territories afore- 
said, und^ pain (^suffering all the penalties, forfeitures, 
and punishments in such case made and provided, &c. 
This proclamation, he assured them, would at once exter- 
n^inate the eqemy ifrom the &ce of tlie co,untry ; and he 
pledged his viAour as a goverjior, that within two months 
after ijt wm publish^, not one stone should remain on 
another m my of the towns which they had built. 

The council remained for some time silent after he had 
finished; whether stmck dumb with admiration aX the 
briUiiKacy of his project, or put to sleep by the length of 
his hiirangu^ |th<e hjjstory of the times doth not mention. 
Su&ce k to say, they at length gave a general grunt of 
acqijuesoence.; the proclamaticm was immediately des- 
patdied with due ceremony, having the gireat seal of the 
psovince, which was about the si^e of a buckwheat pancake, 
attached to it by a broad red riband. Governor Kieft, 
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having thus vented his indignatidn, felt greatly relieved— 
adjourned the council sine die — put on his cocked hat and 
corduroy small-clothes, and mounting a tall raw boned 
charger, trotted out to his country seat, which was situated 
in a, sweet, sequestered swamp, now called Dutch Street, 
but more commonly known by the name of Dog's Misery. 

Here, like the good Numa, he reposed from the toils of 
legislation, taking lessons in government, not from tbe 
Nymph Egeria, but from the honoured wife of his bosom; 
who was one of that peculiar kind of females, sent upon 
earth a little before the flood, as a punishment for the sins 
of mankind, and commonly known by the appellation of 
knowing women. In fact, my duty as an historian obliges 
me to make known a circumstance which was a great se- 
cret at the time, and consequently was not a subject of 
scandal at more than half the tea-tables of New- Amster- 
dam, but which, like many other great secrets, has leaked 
out in the lapse of years ; and this was, that the great Wil- 
helmus the Testy, though one of the most potent little 
men that ever breathed, yet submitted at home to a spedes 
of government, neither laid down in Aristotle nor Plato; 
in short, it partook of the nature of a pure, unmixed ty- 
ranny. Bind is familiarly denominated petticoat government. 
An absolute sway, which, though exceedingly conmaon in 
these modem days, was very rare among the ancients, if 
we may judge from the rout made about the domestic eco- 
nomy of honest Socrates, which is the only ancient case on 
record. 

The great Kieft, however, warded off all the sneers and 
sarcasms of his particular friends, who are ever ready to 
joke witii a man on sore points of the kind, by alleging 
that it was a gove];nment of his own election, to which he 
submitted through choice ; adding at the same time a pro* 
found maxim which he had found in an ancient author, 
that <^ he who would aspire to govem3 should first learn 
to obey" 
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In which are recorded the- sage Projects of a Ruler of universal 
Genius. The art of Fighting by ProckmuUiont — and hom 
Ihat ih€ vdUant Jacobus Van Curlet came to be JbuUy (fur- 
. honoured at Fort Goed Hoop. 
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N£iy]i$R was a more cpmprehensive^ amorfs expeditious^ 
orptwhat is still better^.a more economical measure devised, 
than this, of defeating the Yankees by proclamation ; an 
expedient, likewise, so humane, so gentle, and pacific, 
th^re were, ten chances to one in favour of its succeeding, 
but then, there was one chance to ten that it would noi 
succeed ; as the iUnatured fates would have it, that single 
chance carried th^ day ! The proclamation was perfect 
in all its parts» well constructed, well written, well sealed, 
an4 weU published — all that was wanting to insure its effect 
was, that, the Yankees should stand in awe of it; but, pro* 
voldng to relate, they treated it with the most absolute 
contempt, applied it to an unseemly purpose, and thus did 
the first warlike proclamation come to ia shamefiil end-r- 
a fate which I am credibly informed, ha^ be&Uen but top 
many qf;it^ ^ccessors. 

It was a. long time before Wilhelmus Kieft could be 
persuaded, by the united efforts of all his counsellors, that 
his war measures had failed in producing any effect. Qo 
thq contrary* he flew in, a passion whenever any one dared 
to qu|^.f^on its efficacy; and swore, that though it was, slow 
in operating, yet when once it began to work, it would 
soon purge the land of. these rapacious intruders. Tiriie. 
however, that test of all experiments both in philosophy 
and politics, at length convinced the great Kieft, that his 
proclamation was abortive; and that, notwithstanding he 
bad waited four years in a state of constant irritation, yet 

■ U 
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he was still further off than ever firom the object of his 
wishes. His implacable adversaries in the east became 
more and more troublesome in their encroachments, and 
founded the thriving colony of Hartford close upon the 
skirts of Fort Goed Hoop. They moreover commenced 
the &ir settlement of Newhaven (alias the Red Hills) 
within the domains of their high mightinesses— while the 
onion patches of Pyquag were a continual eyesore to die 
garrison of Van Curlet. Upon beholding, therefore, the 
inefl^cacy of his measure, the sUge Kieft, like^many a 
worthy practitioner of physic, laid the blame; not to the 
medicine, but the quantity administered ; and resolutely 
resolved to double the dose. 

In the year 1638, therefore, diat being the fourth year 
of his reign, he fulminiated against them a second proclar 
mation, of heavier metal than the former ; written in thun- 
dering long sentences, not one word of which was under 
five syllables. This, in fact, was a kind of non-intercourse 
bill, forbidding and prohibiting all conmierce and connex- 
ion, between any and every of the said Yankee intruders^ 
and the said fortified post of Fort Goed Ht)op ; and order« 
ing, commanding, and advising all his trusty, loyal, and 
well-beloved subjects, to furnish them with no supplies of 
gin, gingerbread, or sour crout; to buy none of their 
pacing horses, meazly pork, apple brandy, Yankee rum, 
cider water, apple sweetments, Weathersfield onions, or 
wooden bowls ; but to starve and exterminate them Snm 
the face of the land. 

Another pause of a twelvemonth ensued, during which 
the last proclamation received the same attention, and 
experienced the same fate as the first; at the end of which 
term, the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet despatched his an- 
nual messenger, with his customary budget of complaints 
and entreaties. Whether the regular interval of a year, 
intervening between the arrival of Van Curlet's couriers, 
was occasioned by the systematic regularity of his move- 
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mentS), or by the immense distance at whidi he was sta- 
tioiied from the seat of gove^mment) is a matter of uncer- 
tainty. Some have ascribed it to the slowness of his mes- 
sengersy who, as I hav^ j^efore noticed, were chosen from 
the shortest and fattest of his garrison, as least likely to 
be worn out on the road; and who, being pursy, short- 
winded; litde men, generally travelled fifteen miles at-day, 
and then laid by a. whole week— to rest All these, how- 
ever, are matters of conjecture ; and I rather think it may 
be ascribed to the immanorial maxim of this worthy coun- 
try, and which has ever influence all its public transac- 
tions—not to do things in a hurry. 

The gallant Jacobus Van Ourlet in his despatches re- 
spectfully represented, that several years had now elapsed, 
since his first application to his late excellency, the re- 
nowned Wouter Van Twiller; during which interval, his 
garrison had been reduced nearly one-eighth, by the death 
of two of hi& most valiant and corpulent soldiers, who had 
accidentally pver-eaten themselves on some &t salmon, 
• caught in die Varsche river. He further stated, that the 
enemy persist^ in their inroads, taking no notice of the 
fort or its inhabitants, but squatting themselves down, and 
forming, settlements all around it ; so that, in a little while,^ 
he should 4nd himself enclosed and blockaded by the 
enemy, and totally at their mercy. 

But am<»)g the most atrocious of his grievances, I find 
the following still on record, which may serve to show the 
bloody-minded outrages of these savage intruders. « In 
the meane time, they of Hartford have not onely usurped 
and taken in the lands of Connecticott, although unright- 
eously and against the lawes of nations, but have hindered 
our nation in sowing theire owne purchased broken up 
lands, but have also sowed them with come in the night, 
which the Netherlanders had bn^en up and intended to 
sowe : aud have beaten the servants of the high and mighty 
the honored companie, which were labouring upon theire 
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master's lands, from theb« lands, with sticks and plow 
staves in hostile manner laming, and amongst- die rest, 
strack Ever Dudcihgs * a hote in his head, with a stidc, 
soe-that the blood ran downe very strongly db\vne jxpon 
his body." ' • -^• 

But what is still more atitofci<)us— • - * . 

« Those of Hartford sold a: ^^9 that beloiiged to the 
honored companie, under jiretence that it liad eaten of 
theire gromide grass, wheA they had not any "foot of inher- 
itance. They proflered the hogg for 6^. if the commis- 
sioners would have given 69. for damage ; which the com- 
' missioners denied, because noe man's owne hogg (as men 
use to say) can trespass nponhis owne master's groTOde."-|- 

The receipt of this melancholy intelligence incen^ the 
whole community-^there was- something in it that Spoke 
to the dull comprehension, and touched the bbtnse feelings 
iven of the puissant vulgar, who generally require a kick 
in the rear, to awaken tfieir slumbering dignity. I have 
known my profimnd fellow-citizens bear without murmur, 
a thousand essential infringements of their rights, merely 
because they were not immecBately obvious to their senses; 
but the moment the unlucky Pearce was shot upon our 
coasts, the whole body politic Was in a ferment : so the en- 
lightened Nederlanders, though they had treated the en- 
croachments of their eastern neighbours with but little re- 
gard, and left their quill-valiant governor to bear the whole 
brunt of the war, with his single pen ; yet now every in- 
dividual felt his head broken in the broken head of Ihick- 
ings — and the unhappy fete of their fellow-citizen the hog^ 
being impressed^ carried and sold into captivity, awakened 
a gtunt of sympaithy from every bosom. 



" This name is no cloubt fnuttpelU, * In some ^Id Xfutch M8St of the 
time, we find the name of Evert Dujrdklngh, who is uqaucstioDabl^r 
the unfortunate hero above alluded to. 

' t irtaz. Col. StaU Pass. " "' '' ' 
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ihxe ^velmfor ttiid council, '^ided by the -clamours of 
the muititode,' ndw sat thems^ves earnestly to deliberate 
upon whstt was^^ be done. Proclamatiic^ :liad at. length 
fallen into t^pbrary disrepute; some Wer^ for lending 
*£he Yankees d tribute, as* we make peaceK>£fering9 to the 
petty BaAarjr poWrs,' oir as* flie Ihdiarns^ sacrifice to .the 
'devU. Others were' for hWjrag fteni out ; biit *his itas «jJ- 
"posed, as itWcnildbe atkho^^dging their titte to the l^nd 
'they hai sl^i^eld:' ' A vlaiTtety bf measures w6!«^ lis lisual-^ 
such cases, proposed, discttsiiEed,' and abandon^a; dnd the 
cbubcll had'it'Iast,; to adopt the means^ which being the 
mbstcpdiftfb'nidid ohiaousyh^^ IchoWingty overlook- 




•bbjectsk^ aife fer'off, aiid utkftjdtaable ^;h^t which inca- 
"pkcitaid £he^'t6 isee such things as arc'iniAeif reach, and 
"dbvioui^'to all aliiiiple folks^ 'Who are coiitent to Ibcfcwfth 
the 'naked eyt^s heaVeh hks gIVeii them. The prbfouhd 
'council,' as I have said,^ in their pursuit after^Jack-oMaii-' 
' terns, accidentally stumbled on the very meiifsuretiiefy wire 
in need of; which was to taisfe a body of trobps, arid de's- 
' piatcK ihtm to'the relief and reinforcement of the ^catrisori. 
This meastire was catriedrnto such promjpt o^eration^ that 
in leiss tb^ii Inireive months,' the whole emeditiDn, consist- 
ing of a; ^^ijfeant and tWelve men, Was ready'to march ; and 
was reviewed foi^ that piiipbse, ih the piiblic square, now 
known by the iname of the So\^g 'Gteeti: Jiist at' this 
juncture the whole coiiinumty was throiwn into conster- 
nation, by the sudden arrival o'f the gaJlant Jaco^ Vaii 
Curlet; who came straggling into town at the head of his 
crew of' tatterdemalions,' iandbrihgifig the melamcholy ti- 
dings of his own defeat, and the capture of thfe redoubta- 
ble post of Fort Goed Hoop by the ferocious Yankees. 

The fete of this important fortress, is an impressive warn- 
ing to all military commanders. It was neither carried by 
storm, nor famine ; no practicable breach was effected by 
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'Cannon or mines ; no magizineg were blowiak up by red-hot 
shot; nor were the barriMJ^s demolished, or the garrison 
destroyed, by the bursting of bombshells* In &ct, the 
place was taken by a stratagem no less singular than effiu- 
tofd ; and o^e that can never fiiil of success, whenever id 
app<Mtunky ^occurs of putting it in practice. . Happy am 
I to add, for the credit cf our illustrious ancesU^rs, that it 
was a stratagem, which though it impeached the vigilance, 
yet left the bravery of the intrepid Van Curlet and his gar- 
rison perfectly S^ee fipm reproach. 

It appears that the crafty Yankees, haying heard of the 
regular habits of the garrison, watched a fityourabie op- 
portunity, and silently introduced th^selvesjiitQ the fort, 
: about the middle pf a sultry day. r when its yigSani defend- 
ei^s, l](aving gorged them^selves with :fv,he;arty dinner, and 
smoked out their pipes, were pn^ and all si^noring most ob- 
streperously at their post^; Uttle; dreaming of so disastrous 
an. occurrence. The enemy most inhumanly seized Jaco- 
bus Van Gurlet and his sturdy myrmidons by the nape of 
the neck, gallanted them to the gate of the fort, and dis- 
missed them severally, with a kick on the crupper, as 
.Charles the Twelfth dismissed the heavy bottomed Bus- 
Asians, after the battle of Narya;*— only taking care to give 
..two kicks, to* Van Curlet, as a signal mark of flisfinction. 

A strong garrison was immediately established in the 
fort, consisting of twenty long sided, hard fisted Yankees, 
with Weathersfield onions stuck in their hats, . by vray d 
cockades and feathers — long rusty fowling pieces for mus- 
kets — hasty pudding, dumb fish, pork, and molasses for 
stores ; and a huge pumpkin was hoisted pn the end of a 
pole, as a standards—liberty caps not having as yet come 
into &shion. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Coniaining ihejearfid wrath of WiUiam the T^f ^nd the great 
dolor of the Neft^Amsterdammers, because of the affair of Fort 
Goed Hoop. — And moreover how WilUam the Testy did strongs 
ly fortify the city.— Together with the exploits qfStoffel Brii^ 
kerhoffi 

Language cannot express the prodigious fury, into 
which the testy Wilhehnus Kieft was thrown by this pro- 
voking intelligence. For three good hours the rage of the 
Hide man was too great for words, or rather the words 
were too great for him ; and he was nearly choked by some 
dozen huge, misshapen, nine cornered Dutch oaths, that ' 
crowded all at once into his gullet. Having blazed off the 
first broad»de, he kept up a constant firing for three whole 
days— anathematizing the Yankees, man, woman, and child, 
body and soul, for a set of dieven, schobbgaken, deuge- 
nieten, twi^zoekeren, loozen*schalken, blaes-kaken, kak- 
ken-bedden, and a thousand other names of which, unfor- 
tunately for posterity, history does not make particular 
mention. . Finally he swore that he would have nothing 
more to do with such a squatting, bundling, guessing, ques- 
tioning, swapping, pumpkin-eating, molasses-daubing, 
shingle-splitting, cider-watering, horse-jockeying, notion- 
peddling crew — ^that they might stay at Fort Goed Hoop 
and rot, before he would dirty his hands by attempting to 
drive them away; in proof of which he ordered the new 
raised troops to be marched forthwith into winter-quar- 
ters, although it was not as yet quite midsummer. Go- 
vernor Kieft fwthftilly kept his word, and his adversaries 
as fiiithfully kept their post; and thus the glorious river 
Connecticut, and all the gay valleys through which it rolls, 
together with the salmon, shad, and other fish within its 
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waters, fell into the hands of the victorious Yankees, by 
whom they are held at this very day. 

Great despondency seized upon, the city of New- Am- 
sterdam, in consequence of these melancholy events. The 
name of Yankee became as terrible among our.gpod an-: 
cestors, as was that of Gapl j^mong the aiicient Bomans : 
and all the sage old ivomeu of the province, us.^ it as a 
bugbear, wherewith to frighten theLr unruly children into 
obedience. 

The eyes of all the province were now turned upon 
their governor, to know what he^ would, do for .the prpteo 
tion of the common weal, in these djays ofdip-kQess^n^ 
peril. Great apprehensions preyai}ed, apiong th^; reflect- 
ing, part of the conununity, espticiaUy the pld woir^, that 
these terrible warriors of Connecticjat, .npt. c<mtie|itwub 
thi^ conquest of Fort Goed Hoop,, would i^cc^linentlj 
march on. tq New-Amstendam and take ii; by stoim — an4 
as these old ladies, through means of the governor's; spo^ 
jvho, as has been already. hinted, was <^ the better hoxse,*': 
had obtained considerable influence in public, afi^s, keq>* 
ing the province U^der a. kind of petticoat .goyeriunent, it 
was determined that measures should be taken for the 
effective fortification of the city. 

Now it happened that at this tioie there sojourned in 
New-Amsteixiam one Anthony Van Corlear, ♦ a jolly fit 
Dutch, trumpeter, of a pleasant burley visage, &mou6 for 
his long wind and his huge whiskens; and who,, as die 
story goes, could twang so potently upon his instrument, 
as to produce an effect upon all. within hearing,, as though 
ten thousand bagpipes were singing most lustily ? Al^ 



* David Pietrez De Vria in his ** Reyze naer Nfeuw-Nederlandt 

onder bet year 1640," makes mention of one Corlear, a trumpeter in 
Fort Amsterdam, who gave name to Corlear's Hook, and who was 
doubtless this same champiori« described by Mr. Knickierbocker.— 
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fiose. Him did the illuMtrioiKi Kleft pkk oult le tlie inao 
icrf* all tti^. worlds and most jBtted to be the champion of 
New-Amsterdam^ and to garrison its fort; making little 
doubt bttt that his instrument would be as eflfectual iand 
ofiensire in war as wasthat of the Paladin Astolpho» or 
4ihe more classic horn of Alecto. It would have done one's 
heart good to hare seen the gorerlior snapping his fingeirs 
and fidgetdng with delight, while his sturdy trumpeter 
;Strutted up and down the Kan^)arts, fearlessly t^wigiog 
his trumpetin die fiioe of the whole w<wM, like a ^hrie^ 
ivakvous editor^ daringly insulti]^ all the prmdyalities .and 
fiowers on the odier side of the AtlantiG. 

Nor was be content with thus strongly garrisoning the 
Sosrt, but be likewise added exceedingly to its strength, by 
•imnishing it with a formidable battery of quaker-guns— 
-rearing a stupendous flagnstoff in the centar^i, whiqh ^ver^ 
topped the whole city — and moreover by building a gi^eat 
windmill oii^one of the basdons. * This last, to be sure, 
was somewhat dTa novelty in the art of foitificadon, but 
as I have already observedff William Kieft was notorious 
for iwovations and experiments, and traditions do affirm 
that he was much giv^ to ^lechani.ca.l iny^tipns — (Con- 
structing patent smoke-jacks-^carts that went before die 
horses-<»and especially eceqting windmills, for which mae- 
chines he. had acquired a singular predilieystipn in his na^* 
tive town of SaandaTPj* 

AU these sdendfic vagiuries of the litde govenior w^i^e 
cried up with ecstacy by his adherents, as proofs of his 
universal genius; but there were not wanting illroatured 
grumblei^s, who railed at him as etmploying his mind in 
frivolous pursuits, ai^ .devoting diat time to sfmoke-jacks 



* De Tries mentions that this windmill stood on the southrCMt 
Iwstion, and it is likewise to be seen, together with the ilag-itaif, in 
^TjustMs Dankca^s Y iew of New-U^jnsterdanit pi«fixed \o tjm hi^^orj. 

X 



1(12 HISTORY OF 

And windmiib, which should have been'occuiHed in the 
nore iin)MitaiitconceniiB Of IbeproTiiice* Nay, thi^evcn 
'vtrent so fiir^as tO'hint«nbe or twice, that his- bead wts 
turned by his e:q)eiiihents, and that he r^toUy thought to 
manage his government, as he did his mills-i-Jrfr mere 
wind l-^Boohis theillib^tility' and slaadu^ to wfaidi-eor 
-Ughteneidi ralersi-fltre evcT'Subgecti 
: Notwithstanding all tihie measures, tberefoare^ of WilliflD 
the-;Testy to- place the d^'in a postureofdefimce, die in- 
habitants continued in ^«at alarm and despondency* But 
Fortune, who cieems always- careful, in the verynickoT 
time, to throw a- bone for Hope to feed-npbuf that die 
starveling elf may be keptalive^ did about this time crown 
the arms of the province with success in aiiotber quarter, 
and thus cheered the drooping hearts of the Jbrlom Ned- 
erlanders; otherwise there is no knowing to what lengths 
they might have gone in the excess of their sortowing— 
<< for grief," says the profound historian of the seven 
champions of Christendom, f^ is companion vrith despair, 
and despair a procurer of infamous death ! ■' 

Among the numerous inroads of the Moss-troopers of 
Connecticut, which, for some time past, had occasioned 
such great tribulation, 1 should particularly- hare men- 
tioned a setd^nent made on the eastern piurt of Long- 
Island, at a place whidh^ fkmi the peculiar exoellaice^f 
its shell-fish, was called Oyster Bay^ This^ was attaddag 
ihe province in a most sensible part, and oocaaioned great 
agitation at New- Amsterdam. 

It is an incemtrovertible fact, well known to sjciliiil phy- 
nologbts, that .the high road to the affections iR «iueioo|^ 
the throaty and this may be accounted for on tbe^ame 
principles which I have already quoted in my strictuies on 
fat aldermen. Nor is the fact unknown to the world at 
large ; and hence do we observe, that the surest way to 
gain the hearts of the million, is to feed them well—Hand 
that a man is never so disposed to flatter, to {dease and 
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serve another, as when he is feeding at his expense; 
which is one reason mbj yoUr richimen, who give frequent 
dinners, have .such abundance of sincere -.and faithfiil 
firiends. It is on this principle that our knowing lei^ers 
of parties secure the affections of their partinms, by re- 
warding 'them bonntifiilly with loavep and fishes; and 
entrap the sufirages of the greasy mcd>, by treating them 
with bull feasts and roasted oxen. I have known many a 
man, in this same dty^ acquire considerable importance in 
society, and usurp a large share of the good-will of his 
feUow citizens, when the only thing that could be said in 
his eulogium was, ^ that he gave a good dinner, and kqit 
excellent wine." 

- Since then the heart and the stcxnach are so nearly al-. 
lied, it follows condusively that what affects the One must 
sympathetically «ffiect the other. Now it is an equidly in- 
oontf overtibte fact, that of' all i^eiings to the stomachy 
there is none more'<g)ratefiil than the testaceous marine 
animal, known commonly by the vulgar nam^ of Oyster. 
And in such' great reverence' has it ever been h4<^ by. 
my gormandizing, fellow citizens, that temples have been 
dedicated to it, time out of mind, in every street, lane,, and 
alleys throughout this well-fed ci^. It is not to be ex- 
pected,<theFefere^that the seizing of*Oyster Bay, a place 
abounding* withitheitfiivourite delicacy, would be toWated 
by the inhabitants of Newr Amsterdam. An attack upon 
theirihbtiourthbey! might have pardoned; even the massacre 
of a few citizens might have been passed over in silence ; 
but an outrage that afiected the larders of the great .city of 
New-AmsJterdam, and threatened the; stomachs ofiits cor-, 
pulent burgomasters, was too serious to pass unrevenged. 
The whole council was unanimous in opinicm; that the in-, 
traders -should be ^ immediately driven by force of aintns 
frcxm Oyster Bay and its vicinity, and a detachment was 
accordingly det3patched for the purpose, under command 
of one Stoffel Brinkerhc^, or Brinkerhoofd (t. e. Stoffel, 
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the head-breaker); so called because he was a man of 
m^htj deeds, fiunous throughout the whole extent ci 
Nieuw Nederlandts for his. skill at quarterstafP; and far 
siae, he would have been a match for Coibrand, the Ban- 
ish champion, slain by Guy- of Warwick. 

8to£fel Biinkerhoff was a man of few words, butjM^otaipl 
flctions«-«iOne of your straight^going officers, who mardb 
directly forward, and do their orders without miking any 
parade about it. He lised no extraordinary spe^d in ids 
m^ivcBnehts, but trudged steadily on, through Nineveh and 
Babylon, and Jericho and Patchog, and the mighty towii 
of Quag, and various other renowned cities of yore^ wfaich^ 
by some unaccountable witchcraft of the Yankees, have 
been sttluigely tranq>lanted to Lcmg-Island, until he ar- 
lived in die neighbourhood of Oyster Bay. 

H^te was he encountered by a tumultuous host of valiant 
warriors, headed by Preserved Fish, and Habakkuk Nut- 
ter, and Retuni Strong, and Zerubbabel Fisk, and Jooa- 
tban Ddolitde, And Determined Cock I— At the sound of 
whoM names the courageous StoiflPel verily believed that 
the whole parliament of Praise God Barebones had been 
let loose to discomfit him. Finding, however, that this 
formidable body was composed merely of the « sdect 
men " of the settlement, armed with no other weapon but 
their tongues, and that they had issued forth with no other 
intent, than to meet him on the field of argument-Jie 
succeeded in putting them to the rout with little difiicuby, 
and completely broke up their settlement. Without wa^ 
ing to write an account of his victory on the spot, and tlm 
letting the enemy slip through his fingers, while he was 
securing his own laurels, as a more experienced general 
would have dotie, the brave Stoffel thought of nothing 
but cbmpleting his enterprize, and utterly driving the Yau'* 
kees firom the Island. This hardy enterprize he performed 
in much the same manner as he had been accustomed to 
drive his oxen ; for as the Yankees fled before him, he 
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t^ulied up his breeches aftid tradged'.sMtcfily after thein^ 
and would infallibly have driven them into the se% had 
they not begged for quarter, and agreed to pay tribute. 

Hie news of this achievement was a seasonable restora^ 
live to the spirits of the citizens of New-* Amstetdanu To 
gratify them still more, the governor resolved to astonish 
them with one of those gorgeous spectacles, known in the 
days of classic antiquity, a foil i^count of which had been 
flogged into his memory, whena school'^boy at the Hague. 
A grand triumph, therefore^ Was decreed to StofiU Brink- 
€!rhotf| who made his triumphant entrance into town rid- 
ing on a Naraganset pacer; five pumpkins;, which^ Uke 
Roman eagles, had served the enemy for standards, were 
carried before hiin-^fidy cart4oads of oysters, five hun- 
dred bushels of Weathersfield onions, a hundred quintals 
of codfish, two hogsheads of molasses, and various other 
treasures, were exhibited as the spoils and tribute of the 
Yankees; while three notorious counterfeiters of Mtti- 
hattan notes * were led captive to grace the hero's triumph. 
The prbcesdon was enlivened by martial music, fix)m the 
trumpet of Anthony Van Corlear,> the champion, accom- 
panied by a select band of boys aiid negroes, performing 
aa the national instruments of rattle-bones and damnshells. 
The citizens devoured the i^ils in sheer gladness of heart 
—every man did honour to the conqueror, by getting de^ 
voutly drunk on New England rum; and the learned Wil<* 
helmus Kieft, calling to mind, in a momentary fit of en- 
thusiasm and generosity, that it was customary among the 
ancients to honour their victorious generals with public 
statues, passed a gracious decree, by which every tavem- 



* This u one of those trivial antchronismst that now and then occur 
in the 6o\xne of this otherwise authentic history. ' How could Man- 
hattan notes b6 Oountesfeited, when as yet Banks were unknown in 
this oountry<>«4uid our simple progeniton had not even dreamt of 
those inexhaustible mines of|Mysr Qpuimce%mmPfiMU Deo* 
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k^per wfls penoUted td paistt the head of the intlr^kl 
Stoffel on his sign I 



CHAPTER IV. 

Phiiosophicttl rtflediong en theJbUtf qfhting happy in tma qf 

. proiperUyi'^UHdry tr^Mes on the southern Jroniiers.''--'How 

William the Testy had fSell nigh ruined ihe.promnce through a 

Cabalistic word, — As also the secret expedition of Jan Jansen 

Alpendam, and his astonishing renard. 

If' we co:uld but get a peep at the tally of Dame Vat" 
tune, where* like, a notable landlady, «he regularly chalks 
\xp the debtor and creditor accounts of mankind, 19^ should 
find that, upon: the whole, good and evil are pretty nearly 
balanced in this world i and that though we xn&y for a long 
while revel in the very lap of prosperity, the time will at 
length come» wh^ we must ruefully pay off the reckoning. 
Fortune, in &ct, is a pestilent shrew, and withal a most 
inexorable creditor! for though she may indulge her &r 
vourites in l6ng credits, and overwhelm them with her 
bvours^ yet &oo^er or later she brings up her arrears, 
with the rigour of an experienced publican, and i^ashes 
out her scores with their tears. << Since," says good eld 
Boetius in his Consolations of Philosophy, ^< since no man 
can retain her at his pleasure, and «ince her flight is so 
deeply lamented, what are her favours but sure prognosti- 
cations of approaching trouble and calamity I" • 

There is nothing that more moves my contempt at the 
stupidity and want of reflection of my fellow men, than 
to behold them rejoicing, and indulging in security and 
self-confidence, in times of prosperity. To a wise man, 
who is blessed with the light of reason, those are the very 
tooments of anxietfr anid a{qprehension ; well knowing that 
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acoordiiig' to the fiystem :of thuigs^ . happiness is at best but 
tran^ent ; and that the higher he is elevated by. the capTi^ 
cious breath of fortune, the lower must be hisproportiaii^ 
ate depression. Whereas, he who is ovei^hdmed bycala^ 
mity, hasidie lesschance of encountering fresh disasters, 
as a man at the bottom of & ladder, runs very little risk 
of breaking his neck by'tumbling to the top. 

Thisiis-the very essence of true^ wisdom, which consists 
in knowing when we ought U, be miserabk j and was di*. 
ix>vered) much about the same time with that inraluable 
secret, ^< that erery thing is Toiiity and velcaticm of q)irit;" 
in consequence of which nmxim your wise men have ev^ 
been' the unhappiest of the human race; esteeming it as 
an in&llible>mark of genius to be distressed without rea* 
jBon ; since> any man . may be miserable in time of misfbr-o 
tiin^ but jut is the philosopher alone who can discover 
cause lor! grief in the veiy hour of prosperity. 
' According to the principle- 1 have just advanced, we 
fiiid that^ the colony of New Netherlands, which, under 
the re^ of the renowned: Van Twiller, had flourished in 
such alaiming and&tal serenity,, is now paying for its forw 
iDer wdfiire, and discharging the enormous debt of comfoit 
which it contracted. Foes harass it from diiierent quar^* 
tecs;.. the citTfr of New-Amsterdam, whilje; yet in its infancy, 
is kept/inLioonstant alarm;/ and its ^ valiant, commander, 
William; the iXesty^ answers the vulgisur, but expressive 
idea of .!f iar jnan in a peck of troubles/' 

While busily engaged: repelling his bitter enemies 
4he Yaid^ees^. on one side, we find him suddenly molested 
in another quarter, and by other assulants^ A vagrant 
cdonyi of Swedes, undar the conduct of Peter Minnewits, 
an<^ ^ofessing allegiance to thatredoubtable virago, Chris- 
tina^ queen of Sweden, had^settled themselves and erected 
JBL finrton south (or Delaware) river ; within the boundaries 
claimed by the government of the New Netherlands. His^ 
torjr is mute as to the paxtlculars of their first landing, an4 
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their red pretensions to the soil; and thisis the morelo 
be lamented, as thi^ same colony of Swedes will hereafier 
•be found most materially to affect, not only the interestt 
<if the Nederianders, but of the world at large ! 

In whatever manner, therefore, this vagabomt ccdooy -of 
Swedes first took possession of the country, it is oertain 
that in 1638 they establidied a foFt, and Minnewits, ae<- 
.Gording to the off-jiand usage of his contempoxane^ de- 
clared himself goremor of all the adjacent country, under 
the name of the province of New Swedev* No sooner 
did this reach the ears of the choleric WJlhehnns, than, 
like a lane spirited diieftain, he immediatdy broke into a 
violent rage, and calling together his council, beUboured 
the Swedes most lustily in the longest speech ihiililWrl ever 
been heard in the colony, since the memoraUe dispule of 
Ten Breeches and Tough Breeches. Having tbos gnim 
vent to the first ebullitions of his indignalion, he had resort 
to his fiivourite measure of proclamation, and despatdied 
one piping hot, in the first year of his reign, infimnii^ 
Peter Minnewits that the whcde territory, bordering on the 
south river, had, time out of mind, been in possession ei 
the Duteh colonists, having been ^< besetwith fi^rts, and 
sealed with their blood/' 

The latter sanguinary sentence would convey an idea of 
direfiil war and bloodshed, were we not relieved^ the 
information, that it merely related to a fi^y, in whidi sotiM 
half a dozen Dutchmen had been killed by die Indians, in 
their benevolent attempts to establish a colony and promote 
dviUzation. By this it will be seen that William Kk&j 
though a very small man, delighted in big expressions^ 
and was much given to a praiseworthy figure in rhetmric^ 
generally cultivated by your little great men, called hyper- 
bole. A figure which has been found of infinite service 
among many of his dass, and which has helped to sweQ 
the grandeur of many a mighty, sel&important, but windy 
fhief magistrate. Nor can 1 resist in this place^ fitUQ 
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observing how much my beloved country is indebted to 
this same figure of hyperbole, for suf^rting certain of 
her greatest characters— -statesmen, orators, civilians, and 
divines; who, by dint of big words, iniOated periods, and 
windy doctrines, are kept afloat on the surface of sodetfr, 
as ^oraut swimmers are buoyed up by blown bladders. 

• The proclamation' against Minnewits concluded by or- 
dering the self-dubbed governor, and his gang of Swedish 
adventurers, unmediately to leave the country, under pen- 
alty of the high displeasure, and inevitable vengeance of 
the puissant government of the Nieuw Nederlandts. This 
*< strong measure,*' however, does not seem to have had a 
whit more eflPect than its predecessors, which had been 
thundered against the Yankees — the Swedes resolutely 
held on to the territory they had taken possession of; 
whereupon mi^rs for the present remained in statu qua. 

That Wilhelmus Kiefi; should put up with this insolent 
obstinacy in the Swedes would appear incompatible with 
his valorous temperament; but we find that about this 
time the little man had bis hands full, and with one an- 
noyance and another, was kept continually on the bounce* 

There is a certain description of active legislators, who, 
by shrewd management, contrive always to have a hundred 
irons on the anvil, every one of which must be immedi- 
ately attended to; who consequendy are ever full of tem-- 
porary shifts and expedients, patching up the public wel- 
iare, and cobbling the national a£^s, so as to make nine 
holes where they mend one — stopping chinks and flaws 
with whatever comes first to hand, like the Yankeei^ I 
have mentioned stuffing old clothes in broken windows. 
Of this class of statesmen was William the Testy; and 
had he only been blessed with powers equal to his zeal, or 
his zeal been disciplined by a litde discretion, there is very 
litde doubt but he would have made the greatest governor 
of his size on record ; the renowned governor of the island . 
of Barataria alone excepted. 

Y 
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The great defect of ITtnihelmus Kieft's pcdicy was, tiMt 
thoa^ no man conld be more ready to stand forth m m 
hour of emergency, yet he was so intent upon guardii^ 
the national podcet, that he suffered the enemy to bresk 
Its head : in other words, whatever precaution fer paUk 
safety he adopted, he was so intuit upon r^idmi^ it 
cheap, that he invariaUy rendered it ineflectnal. All this 
was a ronote consequence of his profinmd edocation at 
the Hague; where, having acquired a smatterii^ofknow- 
ledge, he was ever after a great Conner of indexes, con- 
tinually dipping into bo(^s, without ever studying to the 
bottom of any subject ; so that he had the scum of all 
kinds of authors fermenting in his pericranium. In some 
of these tidepage researches, he unluckily stumbled over 
a grand political cabalistic word, which, with his customary 
facility, he immediately incorporated into his great scheme 
of government, to the irretrievable injuiy and delnsi(m of 
the honest province of Nieuw Nederlandts, and the eter- 
nal misleading of all experimental rulers. 

In vain have I pored over the Theurgia of the Chal- 
deans, the Cabala of the Jews, the Necromancy of the A- 
rabians, the Magic of the Persians, the Hocus Pocus of 
the English, the Witchcraft of the Yankees, or the Pow- 
wowing of the Indians, to discover where the little man 
first laid his eyes on this terrible word. Ndth^r the Se- 
phir Jezirah, that famous cabalistic volume, ascribed to the 
Patriarch Abraham; nor the pages of the Zoheir, contain- 
ing the mysteries of the cabala, recorded by the learned 
Babbi Simeon Jochaides, yield any light to my inquiries : 
nor am I in the least benefited by my painftd researches 
in the Shem-hamphorah of Benjamin, the wandering Jew, 
though it enabled Davidus Elm to make a ten days' jour- 
ney in twenty-four hours. Neither can I perceive the 
slightest affinity in the Tetragrammaton, or sacred name 
• of four letters, the profoundest word of the Hebrew Ca- 
bala; a mystery, sublime, inefiable, and incommunicaUe, 
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aad the letters ef which, Jod-He^Vau-He, having been 
fltoleii bjr the Pagans, constituted their great name Jao, or 
Jove. Indiart) in all my cabalistic^ theurgic, necromantic, 
magical, and astrological researches, fixun the Tetraclys 
'<^ Pythagoras, to the recondite works of Breslaw and Mo- 
ther Bmich, I have not discovered the least vestige of an 
origin of this word, nor have I discovered any word of suf- 
ficient potency to counteract it. 

Not to keq^ my reader in any suspense^ the word which 
had so.wonderfu% arrested the attention of William the 
Testy, and which in German characters had a particular- 
ly black and ominous aspect, on being fiurly translated in- 
to the English, is no other than bconomy— -a talismanic 
term, which, by ccmstant use and frequent mention, has 
ceased to be formidable in our eyes, but which has as ter- 
rible potency as any in the arcana of necromancy* 

When pronounced in a national assembly it has an im- 
mediate. fcflS^ct in closing the hearts, beclouding .the intel- 
lects, drawing the purse-stfings, 'ftnd buttompg the breech- 
«s^podLets,ofall{dii]0is^hicl^islators. Nor are its effects 
on the eyes less wonderfiil. It produces a contraction of 
the retina, an obscuri^ of the chrystalline lens, a viscidity 
of the vitreous, and an inspissation of the aqpieous humours, 
an induration <3f the tunica sclerotica, esid a oonvejity of 
tbeoNiiea; insomuch that the oigan of vicdc^ loses its 
alrength and pers{HCuity, and the unfortunate patient be- 
comes myoptsif or, in plain English, purUiind ; perceiving . 
^nly the amount of immediate eiqiense, without being able 
to look farther, and regard it in connexicm with the ulti- 
mate otgect to be effected ; << so that," to quote the words 
•of the'ek>quent Burke, << a briar at his nose iis of ^eater 
magnitude than an oak at five hundred yards distance." 
Sfidi are its instantaneous operations, and the results are 
still more astonidiing. By its magic influence seventy- 
finnrs shrink into fri^tes, fiigates into sloops, and sloops 
into gun-boats As the defenceless ships of Eneas, at the 
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command of the protecting Venus, changed into sea- 
nymi^s, and protected themselves by diving; so the mighty 
navy of America, by the cabalistic word of economy, dwn- 
dies into small crafty and shelters itself in a mill-jMHid ! 

This all-potent word, which served as his toachstone in 
politics, at once explains the whole system cf pit>clama- 
tions, protests, empty threats, windmills, trumpeters, afid 
paper war, carried on by Wilhelmus the Testy ; and we 
may trace its operations in an armament which he fitted 
out in 1642, in a moment of great wrath, consisting of two 
sloops and thirty men, under the command of Mynheer 
Jan Jansen Alpendam, as admiral of the fleet, a^d com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces . This formidable expedition, 
which can only be paralleled by some of the daring cruizes 
of our infant navy about the bay and up the sound, was [ 
intended to drive the Marylanders from the Schuylkill, ef 
which they had recently taken possession, and which was 
claimed as part of the province of Nieuw Nederlandts; for 
it appears that at this time our infant colony was in that 
enviable state so much coveted by ambitious nations; that 
is to say, the government had a vast extent of territory, 
part of which it enjoyed, and the greater part of whidi it 
had continually to quarrel about. 

Admiral Jan Jansen Alpendam was a man of great met^ 
tie and prowess, and no way dismayed at the character of 
the enemy, who were represented as a gigantic, gunpow- 
der race of men, who lived on hoe-cakes and bacon, drank 
mint-juleps and apple* toddy ; and were exceedingly e:q)ert 
at boxing, biting, gouging, tar and feathering, and a va- 
riety of other^ athletic accomplishments, which they had 
borrowed from their cousins-german and prototypes the 
Virginians, to whom they have ever borne considerable re- 
semUance. Notwithstanding all these alarming represen- 
tations, the admiral entered the Schuylkill most undaunt- 
edly with his fleet, and arrived without disaster or oppo- 
sition at the place of destination. 
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Here he attacked the enemy in a vigorous speech in low 
Dutch, which the wary Kieft had previously put in his 
pocket; wherein he courteously commenced by calling 
them a pack of lazy, louting, dram-drinking, cock-fight- 
ing, horse-racing, slave-driving, tavern-haunting sabbath- 
breaking, mulatto-breeding upstarts; and concluded by 
ordering them to evacuate the country immediately; to 
which they most laconically replied in plain English, 
"they'd see him d d first." 

Now this was a reply for which neither Jan Jansen Al- 
pendam, nor Wilhelmus Kieft, had made any calculation; 
and finding himself totally unprepared to answer so terri- 
ble a rebuff with suitable hostility, he concluded that his 
wisest course was to return home and report progress. 
He accordingly sailed back to New- Amsterdam, where he 
was received with great honours, and considered as a pat- 
tern for all commanders; having achieved a most hazard- 
ous enterprize, at a trifling expense of treasure, and with- 
out losing a single man to the state !— He was unanimous- 
ly called the deliverer of his country (an appellation libe- 
rally bestowed on all great men); his two sloops having 
done their duty, were laid up (or dry-docked) in a cove 
now called the Albany Basin, where they quietly rotted in 
the mud; and to immortalize his^ name, they erected by 
subscription, a magnificent shingle monument "on the t<^ 
of Flatten-'barradc * Hill, which lasted three whole years, 
when it fell to pieces, and was burnt for fire-wood. 



* A corruption of Yarleth's bergfa, or Varleth's hiH, so cftUed from 
one Yaliethy who lived upon that hill in the early dajs of the tettle^ 
tnent* 



\ 
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CHAPTER V. 

Haw WiUimn the Te§^ 'tnrioked Ike prwince hy « muUikuderf 
Uim9, •and came to he ike Patron of Lamtfere otul BumbaU^ 
•^^And how the peopk became exceedingly enlightened and im- 
haj^ under hU instmctions* 

Among the many wrecks and fragments of exalted wis- 
dom which have floated down the stream of time from ve- 
Aerahle antiquity^ and have been carefully {ucked up bjr 
those humble but industrious wights, who ply aloqg the 
shores of literature, we find the following sage ordinance 
of Charondas, the Locrian legislatx>r : — Anxious to pre- 
serve the Micient laws of the state from the additioiis and 
improvements of profound << country members^'' or offi- 
cious candidates for popularity he ordained, that whoever 
proposed a new law, should do it with a halter about his 
neck, so that in case his proposition was r^ected, they just 
hung him up, and there the matter ended. 

ITiis salutary institution had such an eSect, that for 
flnore than two hundred years there was only one trifling 
alttsratkm m the criminarcode; and the whole race of 
• lawyers starved to death for want of employmuent* The 
consequence of this was, that the Locrians being unpio- 
tected by an overwhebning load of excellent laws, and un- 
defended by a standing army of pettifoggers and sherifi*'s 
officers, lived very lovingly together, and were such a 
hi^py people, that they scarce make any figure throu^- 
out the whole Grecian history ; for it is well known that 
none but your unlucky, quarrelsome, rantipole nations 
make any lioise in the world. 

WeU would it have been for William the Testy, had he 
haply in the course of his^^universal acquirements,'' stum- 
bled upon this precaution of the good Charondas. On the 
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contrary, he conceived that the true policy of a legislator 
was to multiply laws, and thus secure the property, the 
perscHis, and the morals of the people, by surrounding 
them in a manner with men-traps and spring-guns, and 
besetting even the sweet sequestered walks of private Ufe| 
with quickset-hedges, so that a man could scarcely turn 
without the risk of encountering some of these pestiferous 
protectors. Thus was he continually coining petty laws 
for every petty offence that occurred, untU in time they be- 
came too numerous to be remembered, and remained, like 
those of certain modem I^islators, mere dead letters, re- 
vived occasionally for the purpose of individual oppression, 
cnr to .entrap ignorant offenders. 

Petty courts consequendy began to appear, where the 
law was admimstered with nearly as much wisdom and 
impartiality as in those august tribunals, the aldermen's 
«nd justices' courts of the present day.* The plaintiff was 
generally favoured, as being a customer, and bringii^ 
business tp the shop; the offences of the rich were dis- 
4areetly winked at, for fear of hurting the feelings of their 
firiends; but it could never be laid to the charge of the 
vigilant burgomasters, that they suffered vioe to sculk un- 
punished, under tbe disgraceful rags erf" poverty. 

About this dm^ may we date the first introducticm of 
ci^ital punishments : a goodly gallows being erected on 
the waterside, about where Whitehall stairs are at pr»» 
aent^ a litde to the east of the battery. Hard by ako 
was erected another gibbet, of a very strange, uncouth, 
and unmatchable description, but on which the ingenious 
WiHiam Kieft valued himself not ^ little, being a punish- 
jnent entirely of his own invention. * 

it was for loftiness of altitude not a whit infericMP to 
that of Haman, so renowned in bible history; but the 



* Bath the gibbets jgqii v be seen in the skctc;b of Justi^ P^fi^, 
prefixed to the worlc. 
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marvel <if the contrivance was, that the culprit, instead of 
being suspended by the neck, according to venerable ess- 
torn, was hoisted by the waistband, and was kept {or tn 
hour together, dan^ng and sprawling between heaven 
and earth, to the infinite entertainment, and doubtless 
great edification of the multitude of respectable citizens, 
who usually attend upon exhibitions of the kind. 

It is incredible how the little governor chuckled at be- 
holding caitiff^ vagrants and sturdy beggars thus swinging 
by the crupper, and cutting antic gambols in die air. He 
had a thousand pleasantries, and mirthful conceits to utter 
upon these occasions. He called them his dandle-lions 
^— his wild-fowl — his high^^fliers—his spread-eagles— »his 
goshawks — his scarecrows^-and finally, his galhmn-birdt ; 
which ingenious iqppellation, though originally confined 
to worthies who had taken the air in this strange manner, 
has since grown to be a cant-name given to all candidates 
for legal elevation. This punishment, moreover, if we 
may credit the assertions of certain grave etymologists, 
gave the first Innt for a kind of harnessing, or strapipii^, 
by which our forefiithers braced up their multifiurioiis 
breeches, and which has of late years been revived, and 
continues to be worn at the present day. 

Such were the admirable improvements of William 
Eaef); in criminal law; nor was his civil code less a mat* 
ter of wonderment : and much does it grieve ine diat the 
limits of my work will not su£kr me to expatiate cm both 
with the prolixity they deserve. Let it suffice then to 
say, that in a little while the blessings of innumeraUe 
laws became notoriously apparent. It was sooa found 
necessary to have a certain ckss of men to expound and 
ponfound them; divers pettifoggers accordingly made 
their appearance, under whose protecting care the comr 
munity was soon set together by the ears. 

I would not here be thought to insinuate any thing de- 
rogatory to the professicm of the law, or to its dignified 
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memliers* Well «tn I aware that we have ia this taeieat 
city innumerable wordiy gentlemen, who have eml^raced 
HiBit honourable order, not for the sordid love of filthy 
lucre, nor the selfish cravings of renown^ but throu^ no 
oAet motiveB than a fin*vent zeal for the correct adminia* 
tration of justice, and a graerous and disinteresteid devo- 
tion to the interests of their £sllow-citizens I— jSofHier 
would I throw this trusty pen into the flames, and cork 
up my inkbottle for ever, than infringe, even for a nail'sif, 
breadth, iqpon the dignity of this truly ben^volfsnt dass 
of citizens; on the contrary, I allude solely to duU crew. 
«f caitiff scouts, who, in these latter days of evil, have ber 
eome so numerous*— who infest the skirts of the profes^ 
sion, as did the recreant Cornish knights the honourable 
innder pf chivalry-^who, under its auspices, commii ^ir 
depredations on society — who thrive by quibbl^s,^ quirks, 
and chicanery; and, like vermin, swarm most wher^ their 
ia most corruption. 

; Nothing so soon awakens the malevolent paaadmis as 
the .focility of gratification. The courts of law would 
never be jso constantly crowded with petty, vexatious, 
and disgraceful suits, were it not for the herds of p0tti«> 
fogging lawyers that infest them. These tamper with 
the passions of the lower and more ignorant classes; who, 
aa if poverty were not a sufficient misery in itself, are al- 
ways: ready to heighten it, by the bitterness of litigation. 
They are in law what quacks «re in medicine— ^^Lciting 
the malady for the purpose of profitii^ by die cure ; opd 
retarding the cure for the purpose of augmenting the fees. 
Where one destroys the constitution, the odier impo* 
vexislies the purse ; and it may likewise be observed, that 
a patient, who has once been under the hands of a quAck, 
is ever after dabbling in drugs, and poisoning himself 
with infallible remedies ; and an ignorant man, who has 
<mce meddled with the law, under the auspices of one of. 
jthese empirics, is for ever after embroiling iMmselfwil^ 
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Mg ndghbours, and impoTeruli^ hhnielf with 
All lawvuiti* Mjr retden wSl exoaK this digretsiaB^ 
into which I h»ve been unwarily betrayed; baft I ccmiU 
not avoid giving a ^ool, nnprejudiced account of an* ar 
bominalaon too^prevaknt in tUa excellent d^ and widi 
the eiftctB of which I am unluckily acquainted to lay 
cogtr haTiog been nearly nifned by a lawsuit, which nts 
un^tly decided against me^ and my roin^having beea 
oomfdeted by another, which was decided in my &your. 

It has been Yemarkediby the observant writer of the 
Stayv^Mat mainuscritilv lhat< under the administratiCHt of 
Wilhehnus-KSafty the di^osition of the inhabitants rf 
Ne#^j^ms(leiidaai'iesi|)erieAced an essential change^ so that 
dief'betiUAe veiy meddlesome and fiaictious. Tha con- 
stant ekacerbations^ of temper inta which the litde goviw- 
n<Mr w^ thrown, by the maraudings cm his finantiers, and 
onfortunatef prop^isity to experiment and inpovation, oc- 
casioned him to keep his council in a continual worry— 
and the council being to the people at large, what yeast 
or leaven is to a batch, they threw the whole ccxnmunity' 
into a fermen^t-^and the people at large being to the dtj 
what the mind is to the body, the unhappy commotiCDS 
they underwent operated most dijsastrously upon New* 
Amsterdam-^insomuch, that in certain of thetr paroK« 
ysms of consternation and perplexity, they begat sev»al 
ai the most crooked, distorted, and abominable stre^ 
lanes, and alleys, with which .this metropolis is.disfiguied 

But the worst of the matter was, that just about this 
time, the mob, since called the sovereign people like Bal-* 
aam's ass, began to grow more enlightened than its rider; 
and exhibited a strange desire of governing itself. This 
was another efiect of the <« universal aoquireraents',' of Wil^ 
liam the Testy. In some of his pestilient- researdies 
amoi^'the rubbish of antiquity, he was struck with admi^ 
i^ion at the institution of public tables among the Lace^^ 
dannonians, ' where they discussed topics of a general and 
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mkcn^ tbQj^teii^iged xin .{inAnind* disputed) i^oii&tKilitks 

of wiadoni). iiiid'yiiiiUiB'l^iurQ^^tc^beooi^ lktle>.iii^ b^ 
-fisMPe tb^ .were boys. <^ There is notbioi^'' said^^^^ii^ie- 
nioii» Eoeft, shuttiQg.Hjp' the^book— -<< theve i| n^othiogiiiore 
•essential to t3be weH jwanBg^meoit of .a coimtryii than edu- 
cadoa among the |ieofde^ tbe basis of a. good gpywuneQt 
ftbould be laid m die. public mind." Now thjus w;as tru^ 
^efipugh, . bi|t it was «yer the ^wayward fete of William the 
Testy, that when he thought right, he was sujre. tq^go^ to 
wm'k wrong. In the pi^esen( uistance) he oould; scarcely 
.eat or siepsp^ until, he had set <»i.fQot brawling debatii^g 
(societies, .^mcmg: the simple fi^xew « of .^ew? Amsterdam. 
T^is was the one thing iwaiiting to complete bis cpniusioi). 
The>hi9nest Dutch burghers, though. in truth but, little 
giyen.tO/jiMrgumei|t;^r wc^y altercatiop, yet by d^nt of 
meeting; often together, . Saddling theipselyes • with strpiig 
drink,. becJioudA^g their Ipprlvins withrtobaccoismphe^ and 
JiiiM£»ing to the hai^angues^of .3ome haV a :do2^n oii^les, 
soon becmnei exceedingly, wise, /and^ as is alwayaithe case 
where therimob is. politically enlightened,. exceedii^ly .dis- 
iOQVtented. They found out, wkh woa^^erful quickness of 
jdiflceirmnerkt, the* jGbarful ^rror in which they had indiilgedf 
iitJGw)cyV(igth€)m9el^eSit)^ happiest people i^ ^creation ; imd 
were fortunately oonvadaced, Ijb^ all circumstances tp the 
contrary notwithstanding, they were a very unhappy, de^ 
luded, andtvconsequently,. ruined people ! 

Ina short time the quidnuncs of New-Amsterdam-Annied 
theiii8elTe» mto sage juntos (^.political crpfdc^r%:lrho tdai- 
ly mot logetheritoi gr^an oner political affiur% and make 
themadves mji»erable ;. tJbircMaging to theseunhai^y assem* 
Uages with jthcf sama eagerness, that zealots have in ; all 
lages abandoned the milder and mi^re peacefiil paths of re- 
iKgion, to crowd to the howling coBYOcaticms of fanaticism. 
We are naturally prone to discontent, and ayaricious af- 
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<ter imaginary causes of lamentation : — ^like lubberly didtiby 
we belabour our own shoulders, and seem to take a yvt 
sadsfiicfeion in the music of our own groans. Nor is tUi 
said for the sake of paradox ; daily experience shows the 
trath <^ these observations. It is next to a fiux^e to oAr 
consolation^ or to think of elevating the spirits of a mail 
groaning under ideal calamities ; but nothing is more easy 
than to render him wretched, though oti the pinnacle df 
felici^ ; as it is an Herculean task to hoist a man to the 
top of a steeple, though the merest child can topple him 
off tiience* ^ 

In the sage assemblages I have noticed, the philosophic 
teader will at once perceive the faint germs of those sapi^ 
^mt convocations called popular meetings, prevalent m our 
day. Thither resort all those idlers and « squires of low 
d^ee,** who, like rags, hang loose upon die back of so^ 
dety, and are ready to be blown away by every wind of 
doctrine. Cobblers abandoned their stalls, and hastei^ 
thitiier to give lessons on political economy— blacksmiths 
left tiieir handicraft and suffered their own fires to go out, 
while they blew the bellows and stirred up the fire of fiic^ 
tion; and even tailors, though but the shreds and patches, 
the ninth parts of humanity, neglected their own measures^ 
to attend to the measures of government. Nothing was 
wanting but half a dozen newspapers and patriotic editors^ 
to have completed this public illumination, and to hav« 
thrown the whole province in an uproar I 

I should not forget to mention, that these popular me6t> 
tngs were always held at a noted tavern ; for houses of that 
description have always been found the most congenial 
nurseries <^ politics; abounding with those genial streams 
which give strength and sustenance to &ction. We are 
tcdd that the ancient Germans had an admirable mode of 
treating any question of importance t they first deliberated 
upon it when drunk, and afterwards reconsidered it when 
sobeTi The shrewder mobs of America, who dislike hav^ 
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ing two mitids upon a subject, both determine and act up^ 
OB it dniidi:; by which means a world of cold and tedious 
fiipeculalions is dispensed wkh— and as it is universally al-^ 
lowed, that when a man is drunk he sees dottble; it follows 
itiost conclusively that he sees twice as well as his sober 
ndghbours* 



CHAPTER VI. 

Ofihe great pipe ploi^^-^md of the dohrmu perplejniies i$iio whitih 
WiUiamthe TeH^ was thrown, hf reason of his having eniight' 
ened the muUitude. 

WiLHELMUS KiXFT, as has already been made mani- 
fisst, was a great legislator upon a sanall scale. He was of 
an active, en* rather a busy mind ; that is to say» his was 
one of those small, but brisk minds, that make up by bus- 
tle and constant motion, for the want of great scope and 
power. He had, when quite a youngling, been impressed 
with the advice of Solomon, << Go to the ant, thou slug* 
gard, consider her ways and be wise:" in conformity to 
which, he had ever beeti of a restless^ ant-like turn, worry- 
ing hither and thither, busying himself about little matters, 
wkh an air of great importance and adxiety— laying up 
wisdom by the morsel, and dften toiling and puffing at a 
grain of mustard-*seed, under the fiill conviction that he 
was moving a mountain. 

Thus we are told, that once upim a time, in one of hip 
fits cS mental bustle, which he termed deliberation, h^ 
firamed an unlucky law, to prohibit the universal practice 
of smbking. This he proved, by mathematical demonstra* 
lion, to be not merely a heavy tax on the public pocketi 
but an incredible consumer of time, a hideous encourager 
of idleness, and, of course, a deadly bane to the prosperi- 
ty and morals of the peqple. Ill &ted Kieft 1 had ha 
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-Uvedin lliifteDlii^ilencdjand JibeMoi^^ aHiHli 

t«d toi«nbiienl the ineiiriinabifeKfacrty-of ^tiigi prowi»5 he i<owH 

tutional gravity of their deportment would penvilitiA^iMb 
of fisu^ous citizens had even the hardihood to assanUe be- 
fore the governor's house, Jwhere, setting themselves reso- 
lutely down, like a besieging army before a fortress, they 
one and all fell to.smolaa^ wiih a determined persever- 
ance, that seemed as though it were their intention to smdce 
him into terms. The Testy William issued out of his 
Inansion like imto a wrathful spider, And ^i^nmnSfi^ to 
know the cause of this seditious assemblage^ and this law- 
less ftunigatBon; to. which. these sturdy .rkitens^;made no 
-Other reply,, than to ioU back most phlegialaicaily in diflir 
aeats, and puff away witk redoubled fiury; -!Rhepeby.lliqf 
■ mised such a murky doud, .that the.gpyerBor mm fiun to 
^lake refuge in. the interior of his castle. 

The govenaor. immediately :perceived the object lof this 

-unusual tumult, 'and that- it would be impossible' to si^ 

^press a practice, wluch, by long indulgence had Jbecome a 

second natures • Andhere 1 -would observe^ fMurdy* to ez- 

•plain whyl >have so -often* made mention ofitfais«pmctioe 

NJn my'histdry,'^ihat-it waft'insq)aiiabiy'O0nneetedwithall 

•the nffiuirs, b(^ public and private^ of our revered anoss- 

tors. ■■ The i»pe,* in fiul,< was never- fisom the mouth o£4ike 

true-bom Nederlander. It was his»OMnpaiiion iiveolitiide, 

^tfae relaxation of his gayer hourSf-^his^ceunaeUor, hisccHi- 

«oler, his joy, his pride; in- a /word,' -he seemed tathU 

and bneathe through his pipe. 

Whea Wil^Uam the Testy^ bethought himself !0f4iH these 

^fiiatters, which he certainly did ; although a little too lil6) 

he came to a compromise with the besi^ing multitvMk. 

The result was, that though he ecmtinued ta pennit the 

custom of smokii^, yet didhe abolidi 4h6 fiur long pipes 
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iriuBhwei^uficdmtlii^dayB of Wouter Van Twiller, de*-' 
noting «ue,'tra&qiiiUi^9 tfid sobrietjrof deportm^t; and 
m plaoe'tberco^ did introduce Utde csiqptioas short pipes^ 
two inches in length ; which, he observed, could be studr^ 
in one ooraer of the mouth, or twisted- in the hut-band, 
and would not be in the way of business. By this the 
moltitiide seemed somewhat appeased, and dispersed to 
their habitations. Thus ended this alarming insurrection^' 
winch was loi^ known by the name of the pipe ptotj and- 
which, it has been somewhat quaintly observed, did end^ 
like most other plots, seditions, and conspiracies, in mere 
smoke. 

But mark. Oh reader I the deplorable consequences' 
that did iAerwards result. The smoke of these viUainons' 
litde pipes, continually ascending in a cloud about the 
nose, penetrated into and befogged the cerebellum, dried' 
up all the kindly moisture of the brain, and rendered thi^ 
people that used them as vapourish and testy as their re- 
nowned little governor— nay, what is more, frotn ft g^(>od* 
burly race of folk, they became, like our worthy Dutch 
&nners, who smoke •short pipes, a lantern-jawed, ' smoke^-' 
dried, leathern-hided race of men. 

Nor'was this all, for from hence may we date the tiM* 
of parties* in this province. Certain of the more wealthy) 
and important-burgher^ adhering to the ancient fiishicnaf^ 
formed a kind - of aristocracy, which went by ' the itppdl»^ ' 
tion'of the Long Ftpts^ while the lower orders, submiliting>' 
to the innovation, which ihey found to be more oonviei^ > 
ent in their handicraft employments, and to leave ifaeitit 
mor^ Kbkrty of action, were branded vnth tb&plebekn 
name tyf Shbrt Pipes. A third party likewise sprang up^i 
dificring.from both die- others, headed by the descendants* = 
of the fiuttoos Robert Chewit, the. companion of the great: 
Hisdsbnj' These entirely discarded' the use of pipes, and< 
took to diewing tobacco, and b^ice they were called QidA^ 
It i» worthy of notiee^ that this last appdiation has since 
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come tp be invariably applied to those moDgrel or thiid 
partiefl» that will sometimes spring up between two great 
contending parties, as a mule ia produced between a hone 
andanass. . 

And here I would remark the great benefit of these paiw 
ty distinctions, by which the people at large are saved die 
vast trouble of thinking. Hesiod divides mankind into 
three classes, those who think for themselves, those who 
let others think for them, and those who will neither do 
one nor the other. The second class, however, comprises, 
the great mass of society, and hence is the origin oSparUf^ 
by which is meant a large body of people, some few of 
whom think, and all the rest talk* The former, who are 
called the leaders, marshal out and discipline the latter, 
teaching them what they must approve-— what they must 
hoot at— what they must say— whom they must support | 
hut, above all, whom they must hate; for no man can be 
a right good partizan, unless he be a determined and 
thorough-going hater. 

But whw the soveneign pec^le are thus properly Imn 
ken to the harness, yoked, curbed, and reined, it is deleo* 
table to see with what docility and harmony they jog oii« 
ward, through mud and mire, at the will of their drivers, 
drilgging the dirt-carts of &ction at their heels. How many 
a patriotic member of congress have I seen, who would never 
have knpwn how to make up his mind on any questiot^ 
aod might have run a great risk of voting right by mero 
accident had he not had others to think for him, and a 
file leader to vote after. 

Thus then the enlightened inhabitants of the Monliat, 
toes, being divided into parties, were enabled to organiie 
dissension, and to oppose and hate one another mpre ao-. 
cunately. And now the great business of politics went 
bravely <m; the parties assembling in separate beer-, 
houses, and smoking at each other with implacable anin 
mosity, to the great support of tb^ state, md emolument 



NEW.YORK. IS5 

ef the tavern-keepers. Sonne)- oideed, who werembre zea« 
lou&than the rest^ went ftirther^ and began to bespatter 
one wiiodier with mlmerouft v^ hard names and scahda;- 
lous Iktie woftds, to be found in the Dutch language; 
ey«or pirtian believmg rdigiously that he was semng hi. 
countryv wUen^he traduced the character, or impoverished 
the' pocket of apolitical adversary. But, however, thisy 
might differ between themselves^ all parties agreed on 
eiie point*— to cavil at andcondemn'every measure of gb^ 
vernment whether rt^t or wrong; for as the /governor 
was by his station independent of their power, and' was 
not'dected fay their, choice, and as he had not decided in 
fiifvour of either faction, neither of them was interested in 
his success, aor: in the prosperity of the country while uur' 
der his administradon. 

: ^ <( Unhi^py William KieftP exclaims the sage ^mter 
of the Stu3rve$ant manuscript, << doomed to contend wkh 
enennes too knowing to be entrapped, and to rei^ over li 
people too wise to be governed I" All his exp^itions a- 
gainst his enemies were baffled and set at nai^t, and all 
his measures for the public safety were cavilled at by the 
people* Did he propose levyjoig an efficient body of troops 
for internal /defence— -the mob, that is to say, those vagar 
bond mtoibers of the communUy who have nothing to losjs, 
immediately took the alarm, vociferated that their interests 
were in danger; that a standing anny wa$ a legion pf 
moths, preying on the pockets of society ; a rod of iron in 
the hands of government; and that a government with ^ 
military force at its command) would inevitably swell into 
a despotbm. Did he, as was but too commonly the case, 
defer {Hrq>aration until the moment of emergency, and thiW 
hastily collect a handful of undisciplined vagratits — the 
'measure was hooted at, as feeble and inadequate; as tri^ 
ling with the public dignity and safety; and as l^ivishing 
the public funds on impotent enterprises. Did he resp^ 
to the ecQnomic measure of proclamation— he was laughed 

2 A 
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at by the Yankedk Did he bftck it by noB.«»iaterooune— 
It WW evaded and ooimtenicted by his own .sutgeets* 
Whidierer. way he fnmed himself he waa befeagaered 
and distracted by petitions of *< numerous and respectaUe 
meetings^'' consiHting^of soinahatf a doaen hrafwliiig pnfc- 
honse politicians ; aH of adiidi bereBd^.andwhatiswofie^ 
all crf'irinch he attended to. The-conaequenoe ;was» tlMt 
by incessantly changing his meabures^ he 'ga^Meiinone of 
them a &ir trials and by listening to the clamonrs of the 
mob^ and' endeavouring todoievery things : he, in sober 
truth, did notUng.^ 

I would not haire it supposed, however^ thatihe tookafl 
these memorials and interferences good hatuvedy^kfiNr andh 
an idea would do an injuadoe to his valiant spirit; on the 
contrary, he never received a piece of advioe inidie.wfade 
course of his life, without first getting into a paaaion with 
the giver* But I have ever observed that your pasaioDate 
litde men, like small boats with large sails, are thr nanimf 
upset or blown out of their course; andthisiadenuavtraled 
by Governor Kieft, who^ though in temperament as hot 
as an did radlsfa^ andwithia mind, the territoiry of wUA 
waa subjected to perpetual whirlwinds and t^wn^^^f^ y^t 
sever fiiiled to be carried* away by the last piece of adfiae 
that was blown intx> hiseur^ Ludsy was it fiar .him.dMt 
his power was not dependant -en* the greasy moltitiidMU^ 
Aat as yet tlie populace did not possess tbe important pri* 
vilege<^nominad]lg their dnefmagistimte&'> They^ how- 
ever, like a true mob, did iheir beat to helps along pnUic 
affidrsr pesteriii|^ their governor inoessantly,. .by go&Saif 
liim on with haxangues ttid petitions ; and then thwarting 
his fteiy spirit with r^roadies and mcisiorialay' likft a-haot 
of Sunday-jockq^ managing an unhidcydev3*of alMdh 
hotwi so that Wilhelmus Kieft may be said: toha^ebett 
kept either on a wony or a hand-f;allop, tbtoughout the 
whole of his administration^ 
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GftAtTER VII. 



(Umtttining iheri fcdr^l a^DO^MU of Border War*» wkd ike fa* 

'pfikegtHfe liitipki^iihiua.Cktm'c&ofiitl^'m^^ and ihedeeUme 
of William the Tesiif. 

I • • ■ I 

It Was asserted by the wise men of andent tunes, wlio 
WM« intittatldy acquainted irith these matters, that at the 
gat^i «f Jupitor^s' pdlacb Uy two huge- tans, the one filled 
with Uessings^ the' tother with nusfertiines; and it verily 
seems as iftbe latterhad been ocsnpletdiy overturned, and 
left tttdckige the unlucky province of Nieuw iNederiandts^ 
Amcmg fhe^'iBAny internal and external causes of irrita^ 
tion^'^ieiteessant irniptifOBSfdC the Yankees upon his firon-r 
tietis #ere<4^htiniiidly addmg'fuel to.tbe inflanuaable tern*- 
per^of Williamithe. Tefifty^r J^umfearousaccounts.of diese 
Biole5laliotis»tnay /still, be fiiund among the vfecorda of the 
lfaiiie9;'for the^oommatldflrson the frontiers were especially 
tarefiil'toi cvineef their tfigibnoe and zeal, by striving who 
abookt'aend' hbme the<most frequent and nduminous bud* 
gtfti^^ioianplaiats^ a&'.ycAis fidth£iii seraint is eternally 
rttmteg^cwitiiiicbaaplaiMs in. tlie: parlour, of all the petQ^ 
squabbles and misdemeanours of the kitchen. All these 
valiant taleubeiliingalmTeiistenM to wifh gveat wrath by 
the passionate Kieft and his subjects, who were to the full 
as eager to hear, and credulous to believe these frontier 
fidiles, as are my fellow-dtizens to swallow those amusing 
stories with which our pi4)ers are. daily filled, about Bri- 
tish aggressions at sea, French sequestrati(ms on shore, 
Spanish infringements in the promised land of ^Louisiana, 
aiid, above all, internal plots and conspiracies. 

We are told by the good Plutarch, in his lii^ of Nidas, 
that the terrible defeat of the Athenians in Sicily ,was first 
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meittkmed in the shop of a ffosripihe buber at the Vtrmiii 
Whei«aix>n, with the cust^ar^^cioush^ oT his tribi, 
he ran up into Athens to have the first telling of the sto« 
ly, and threw the whole forum into constematiofi. Not 
being able, however, to substantilite his tale, the unlud^ 
rtiaver wluB put upcm the wheel and whirled about, as aie^ 
ward for his trouble, imtil he was exculpated by the anif' 
al of other evidence. 

Such was the manner in which busy alarmists, and nuh 
nufikcturersoffearfulnew9.were treated in Athens, whereas 
in our more enlightened toimtry we support whole herds 
of editors foir no other purpose, than to gratify a public 
iq>petite for direful news, and any man who can foist up 
il follnsounding, hobgoblin story of a plot or conspiracy, 
may command his own price for iU I have known two 
or three of these tales of terror to be bought up by go» 
▼emment^ for the sovereign people to amuse theaaaadfeB 
withal ; which goes further to prove, what I have bdbie 
asserted, that your enlightened people love to be miseraUe* 

Far be it firom me to insinuate, however, that our wlpp* 
thy ancestors indulged in groundless alarms i on the 
contrary, they were daily suffering a repetition of cmel 
wrongs, * not one of which but was a sufficient reason, 
according to the maxims of national dignity and honoar, 
for throwing the wh(de universe into hostility land oHifr- 
sion. 

Oh ye powers I into what indignation did every cme of 



* From among a multitude of bitter gricf^ances still on. record, I 
select a few of the most atrocious, and leave my readers to judge, if 
our ancestors were not justifiable in getting into a very valiant passioD 
oh the ockssioh. 

24 June, 1641. Some of Hartford have tidcen a hogg out of die 
vlact, or common, and shut it up out of meer hate or other pr^ui&c^ 
causing it to starve for hunger in the stje I 

t6 July. The foremendoned Englidi did againe drive the Com- 
tialiie*8 boggs out of the vlact of Sicojoke into Hartford i contending 
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fliese outrages throw the philosophic William ! Letter 
after leitter, protest after protest, prodamatioii after pro' 
datnation, bad Latin, worse English, and hideous low. 
Dutch, were exhausted in vain upon the inexorable Yan«<^ 
kees) and the lbur-«nd-twenty letters of the alphabel^: 
which, excepting his champion the sturdy trumpeter Van 
Coriiear, composed the only standing army he had at his 
cotnmaild, were never off duty throughout the whole of his 
administration. Nor did Anthony, the trumpeter, remain 
a whit behind his patron the gallant Kieft, in his fiery 
aeal ; but like a faithftd champion and preserve of the 
public safety, on the arrival of every fresh article of news, 
he Was sure to sound his trumpet from the ramparts, with 
most disastrous notes, throwing the people into vic^nt 
alarms, and disturbing their rest at all times and seasons; 
which caused him to be held in very great regard, the 
public pampering and rewarding him, as we do brawling 
editors, for reaslons that have just been mentioned. 
. . I am well aware of the perils that environ me in this 
part of my history. While raking with curious hands but 
pious heart, among the mouldering remains of former day% 
anxious to draw therefrom the honey of wisdom, I may 
Are somewhat like that valiant worthy Sampson, who in 
meddling with the carcase of a dead lion, drew a sWarm 
of bees about his ears. Thus while narrating the many 



dailj with ifeproaches, blows, beating the people with all disgrace that 
they could imagine. 

"Mmy 80, 1642. The English of Hartford have violently cut loose 
a hone of the honored Companie's, that stood bound upon the com- 
mon or Tlact. 

Mmj 9, 1643. The Companie*s horses pastured upon the Compa- 
nies ground, were driven awajr by them of Connectioott or Hartford« 
and the herdsman lustily beaten with hatchets and sticks. 

16. Again they sold a young hogg belonging to the Companies 
Which piggs had pastured on the Companions land. 

Man, Coi. SUsU PMp. 
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miflde^ of the Yalidd^ or Yankee tribey it i$l«n duamv 
to4|ae"but I offend ibid morbid sensibiKtiesiof'Mrtuiiof 
tkeir dnnasoiiable ^esbendants, who may ffjr cbt find 9mm 
mich. a' boniiig abtat dns milucky head of mine, thitl 
ahall'iieed tbe tough hide of an Aehiiles, or an Qriando 
iWtoM^ to. {Kotect me from their stings. 

:£lioiild4Biich be the case, 1 should deq>ly and sincer^ 
kiiient-<4iot my miafortune in giriiig offence/ but the 
iKnm^^Jieaded perverseness 'of an iU-natared generatioD, 
b. taking offence at any thing I say. Thai their ancestors 
cbd use my ancestors ill, is true^ and I am Teiy aatry (or 
H* • I wouki with all my heart the fiu;t were odienme; 
biltaa I am recording the sacred events of histoiy, Pd not 
bate one nail's breadth of the honest truth, tbou^lwere 
sue the whole editicm of my work should be bought up 
and burnt by the common hangman of Cottiiebticiit. Jini 
hi^'sooth, now that these, jtesty gentlemen hove drawn me 
out, I will make bold to go further^ and observe, that this 
k one of the grand purposes for which we iliipartial his- 
torians are sent into the world— »to redress wrongs and nan 
d^ justice on the heads, of the' guilty. So>that ^ tfacugb a 
pjDWerfiil nation may wim^its neighbours^ with terapcHrsiy 
impimity, yet sooner or later an historian sfmi^ up, who 
wreaks ample chastisement cm it in tecum. ^ •/ ' 
V Thus ibffBt* moss-tilooperS' 6f the east, litde> thowgfat, 111 
warrant it, while they were harassing the inofiensive pro- 
vince of Nieuw Nederlandts, and driving its unhappy go- 
Temor to his wits' end, that an historian should ever arisei 
and give them their own, with interest. Since then I am 
but performing my bounden duty as an historian, in aveng- 
ing the wrongs of our revered ancestors, I shaD make no 
further apology; and indeed, when it is considered that I 
have all these ancient borderers of the east in my power, 
and at the mercy of my pen, I trust that it will be admit' 
ted I conduct myself with great humanity and moderation. 

To resume then the course of my history. — Appearances 
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^ to^ the eastward b^gan xiow to assume^ a misreibriliidkiUt 
aspect than ever; for I would have you note that hithartb 
th^ provjpcti; h«d' been chiefly, molested by its immediate 
Qieighbours, .the jpieople. of Connteticut^ particnlarly of 
Higrtford ; whiph« jf ,we may judge from iacient chconide^ 
was th^ strong hold of th^se sturdy moss-troopers,, froooi 
whence tl^ sallied forth, on their. daring incursionS) cai>» 
ryipg terror ^nd devastatioti into the bams, the hen-!i^oo8tS| 
and pig-styea pf pur revered ancestonT. 

jJJbeit, 94x>ut the year ] 643, the people c£ the east oom^ 
(27, ii^h^iting the polomes. of Massachusets, , Connecticiil^ 
New:-Flymp.\M^ and New-Haven« gathered together into 
a nughly^coUiplayQ,.. and after buzzing and debating for 
many .d^ys» like a pc^tical hive of bees in swarming time^ 
a( length ^tded jljbieni^elves into a formidable confederal 
dp^ under. tt^0. title pf the United Colonies of N»¥-£iig^ 
}^nd. By thi$.: union they pledged themselves to stand hy 
one anptjliiei; in ^lU perils and assaults, andtb do«operate in 
jallineasures^c^fensiveand-defensive, againistthe surround* 
iiig sai^ag^, .AitKMiig which we^^ dbubtl^terly indudi^ oilr 
hpppAup^ ffffce^tpr^pf the MaXihattoesf aad'to give motk 
stE^i^gtJi^ $fiA ^^teiA tPfthts confede^raUion, a. genenal assem** 
Uy or, gra^ pouncil was to be annually held, ooinpoaed 
of representatives .from each of the provinces. 

On ii^ceiving accounts of this puissant combinadon^ the 
jSeiy Wilheliniis was struck with vast consternation, aad^ 
for th^ fil^t' time in his. whole life^ forgot to bounce^ at 
hearing, an unwelcome piece of inteBigence ; which a V0» 
.negabWi tiistoriaq of the times observes, was especially luv* 
deed afnong the sage politicians of New- Amsterdam. Thm 
truth was, on turning over in his mind all that he had read 
at the Hague, about leagues and combinations, he found 
that this was an es^act imitation of the fiunous Anqihycti* 
onic coigicil, by which the states of Greece were enabled 
to attain such po9¥:er and supremacjr, and the very idea 
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Buule his heart to quake for the safety JCif his empire attbe 
Manhattoes. 

He strenuously insisted, that the whole object of dib 
confederation was^ to drive the Nederlanders out of their 
fidr domains; and always flew into agreat rage if aiqroBe 
presumed to doubt the probabili^ of his conjecture. Nor 
was he wholly unwarranted in such a suspicion ; for attibe 
very first annual meeting of the grand council, held at 
Boston, (which governor Kieft denominated the Delplips 
of this truly classic league,) strong representations were 
made against the Nederlanders, for as much as that in 
their dealing with the Indians they carried on a traffic in 
« guns, powther, and shott>— a trade damnable and injuri- 
ous to the colonists."* Not but what certain of the Con- 
necticut traders did likewise dabble a little in this (^daiih 
nable traffic," — but then they always sold the Tndians such 
scurvy guns, that they burst at the first discharge— rand 
consequently hurt no one but these pagan savages. 

The rise of this potent confederacy was a death blow to 
the glory of William the Testy, for from that day fiirwapri, 
it was remarked by many, he never .held up his head, bai 
appeared quite crest-fellen. His subsequent r^gn^ there- 
fore, afibrds but scanty food'for the historic pen— wc^ find 
the grand council continually augmenting in power, and 
threatening to overwhelm the mighty but defence!^ {^ 
,vince.of Nieuw Nederlandts ; while Wilhelmua Kieflik^ 
constantly firing ofi^his proclamations and protests, like a 
shrewd sea-captain firing ofi^ so many carronades and swi? 
vels, in order to break and disperse a water^-qpout-^^but, 
alas ! they had no more effect than if they )md beai $Q 
many blank cartridges. 
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' ' ^The last document oh record of this learned, phQoiopbic^ 
but unfortunate little man, is a long letter to the council 
of the Amphyctions ; wherein, in the Inttemess of his 
heart, he nuls at the people of New*Haven, or Red Hills, 
for their uncourteous contempt of his protest, levelled at 
them for squatting within the province of their high mightti 
n^ses. From this letter, which is a model of epistolary 
writing, abounding with pithy iqK>phthegms and dassie 
figures, my limits will barely allow ine to extract the foU 
lowing recondite passage:*— << Certainly when we heart 
the Inhabitants of New«Hartford complayninge of us, we 
seem to heare Esop's wolfe complayninge of the lamb, or 
the admonition of th^ younge man, who cryed out to his 
mother, diideing with her neighboures, .< Oh Mother, re* 
vile her, lest she first take up that practice against yovu' 
But being taught by precedent passages, we received such 
an answer to our protest firom the inhabitants of New«r 
Haven as we expected: the Eagle always detpiselh the 
Beettcfij^ ; yet notwithstanding we doe undauntedly con«* 
tittuft on our purpose of pursuing our own right, by just 
arms and righteous means, and doe hope without scruple 
to execute the express comnjudd 6f our superiours." To 
show that this last sentence wwxiot a mere etnpty menace» 
he concluded his letter, by intrepidly protesting against 
die jriiole council, as a hiorde of squatters and interlopers^ 
inasmuch as they held their meeting at New-Haven, or 
the Red Hills, which he claimed as being within the Fro^ 
vince of the New Netherlands. 

Thus end the authienticated chronicles of the reign of 
William the Testy ; for henceforth, in the troubles, th^ 
peiplexities, and the Qonfosion pf the times, he seem^ fp 
have been totally overlooked, and to have slipped fpr isyer 
jthrough the fingers of scrupulous histCMry. Indeedt fpT 
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aome caase or other which I cannot divine, there appears 
lo have been a eemhination among historians to sink his 
reary name into oUivion ; in consequence of which tkej 
bate one and all forborne even to qpeak of his expldits. 
This shows how important it is for great men to cultivate 
tie &vour of the learned, if they are ambitious of honour 
and renown. << Insult notthedenrise,'* said a wise Cal^ 
to his SOB, <«lest thou offend thine historiai^;'^ and maoj 
a mij^^ man of the olden time, had he observed so ob- 
vious a maadn^ might have escaped divers cruel wipes sf 
the ptti, which have been drawn across his ehaiacter. ^ 

It has been a matter of deep ccmcem to me^ that sucii 
darkness and obscurity should hang over the latter days 
of the illustrious Kieft ; for he was a mighty and great Ht- 
tle man, worthy of being utterly renowned, seeing that he 
was die first potentate that introduced into this land the 
art of fighting by proclamation, and defending a country 
by trumpeters and windmills ; an economic and humane 
mode of warfiue^ since revived with great applause, and 
whidi promises, if it can ever be carried into jRill ^Eect, 
to save great trouble and treasure, and spare infinitelj 
more bloodshed than either J|he discovery of gunpowder, 
€T the invention oS torpedoes. 

It is true that t;ertain c^ th^ early provincial poets, of 
whcun there were great numbers in the Nieuw Nederlandts^ 
taking the advantage of the mysterious exit of William the 
Testy, have fiiUed, that like Romulus, he was translated 
to the skies, and forms a very fiery Uttle star, somewhere 
en the left claw of the crab; while others equally fimdfiil, 
declare that he had expmenced a fiite similar to that ti 
the good king Arthur ; who, we are assured hy aaKJeut 
bards, was carried away tb the delicious abodes of &irf 
hind, where he still exists, in pristine w^xrth and vigour, 
and will one day or another return to rescue poor old 
England from the hands of paltry, flippant, pettifogging 
cabinets, and restCMre the gallantry, the honour, and the 
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Immacukte pix>hi<j, which prerailed in the glorioiis dvf$ 
of die Round Table.^ 

All these) howeyer, are bixt pleasing fiaitasitts, the ed^ 
web yisicms x^diose dreaming tarfats, the poets, to which 
I wofdd not have my judiciotls read^ altai^ any credibi>* 
li^. Neither am I disposed to yield any credit to die as* 
sertion of an ancient and rather apocryphal historian, who 
alledges that the ingenious Wilhelmus was annihilated by 
the blowing down of one of his windmills; nor to that of 
a writer of later times, who affirms that he fell a victim to 
a philosophical experiment, which he had for many years 
been vainly striving to accomplish ; having the ihisfortune 
to break his neck fix>m the garret window of the Stadt- 
house, in an ineffectual attempt to catch swallows, by 
sprinkling fresh salt upon their tails. 

The most probable account, and to which I am inclined 
to give my implicit fidth, is contained in a very obscure 
tradidon, which dedares, that what with the constant 
troubles on his frontiers, the incessant schemings, and pro- 
jects going on in his own pericranium — the memorials, 
petitions, remonstrances, and sage pieces of advice from 
divers respectable meetings of the sovereign people, toge- 
dier ^th the refractory disposition of his council, who 
were sure to differ from him on every point, and uniformly 
to be in the wrong : all these, I say, did eternally operate 
to keep his mind in a kind of frurnace heat, until he at 
lengdi became as completely burnt out as a Dutch family 



' * The old Welsh bards believed thai King Arthur ?rasnot|dead, but 
GBRied awaie by the faries into some pleasent place, where he shold 
xemaine for a time, and then retume againe and reigne in as great 
authority as ever-— HoLLiNosHED. 

The Britons suppose that he shall come ^ret and conquere all Bri- 
taigne, for certes this is the prophicje of Merljn. He say'd that his 
deth shall be doubteous } and said soth» for men there<if yet have 
doubte and shullen for ever more—for men wyt not whether that he 
lyveth or is dede— De J.kew. Chrom. 
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{ripe which has passed durough three generatiolis of hari 
smokers. In this manner did the choleric but m&gnam* 
mous William the Tes^ undergo a kind of animal com- 
bustion, consmning away like a fiurthing rush-light ; so that 
when grim death finally snuffed him out, there was scarce 
left anou^ of him to buiy I 
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dOKTAiNIN^ THE VIR8T PART Or !^R!^ RSlOi^ Ot PBtEK 
STUYVESAKT, AND HI8 TAOUBLX8 WITH THE AMFHYC-* 
TIONIC COUKCII*. 



CHAPTER 1. 

In which the death of a great man is shown lobe no verjf ineon* 
solabk matter of sorrow; and how Peter Stutfvesatd ac* 
quired a great name from the uncommon strength of his head. 

1 o a profound phiIos<^h€3V like "itijrdei^ who am a|>t to 
n6t dent through a subject^ where the penetrati<Hi of or- 
dinary people extends but halfway, there is no fiict more 
simple and manifest, than that the death of a great man is 
a matter of very little importance. Much as we may 
think of ourselves, and much as we may excite the empty 
plaudits of the million, it is certain that the greatest among 
us do actually fill but an exceeding small space in the 
Ipforld ; and it is equally certain, thitt even that smdl space 
is quickly supplied, when we leave it vacant ** Of what 
consequence is it,'' said the elegant Pliny, << that indivi* 
duals iqppear, or make their eidt ? — ^the world is a theatre 
whose scenes and actors are continually changing.'' Ne« 
ver did philosopher speak more correctly, and 1 only won- 
der, that so wise a remark could have existed so many 
ages, and mankind not have laid it more to heart Sage 
follows on in the footsteps of sage ; one hero just steps out 
of his triumphal car, to make way for the hero who comes 
after him; and of the proudest monarch it is merely said^ 
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that— <^ he slept with his &thers, and his successor reigned 
in his stead/* 

The world, to tell the private truth, cares but little fit 
their loss, and if left to itself would soon forget to grieie; 
and though a nation has often been figuratively drowned 
in tears on the death of a great man^ yet it is ten cfaanoa 
to one if an individual tear has been shed on the occaskiiv 
excepting from the forlorn pen of some hungiy author. 
It is the historian, the biographer, and the poet, who have 
the whole burden of grief to sustain — ^who, kind souls ! like 
undertakers in England, act the part of chief mourners— 
who inflate a nation with sighs it never heaved, and deluge 
it with tears, it never dreamt of shedding. Thus, while 
the patriotic author is weeping and howling, in prose, in 
blank verse, and in rhyme, and collecting the dtopg di 
public sorrow into his volume, as into a lachrymal vase, it 
is more than probable his fellow-citizens are eating aikl 
drinking, fiddling and dancing, as utterly ignorant of the 
bitter lamentations made in their name, as are those meB 
of straw, Jdm Doe and Richard Roe, of the plaintififiv 
whom they are generously pleased on divers occasions to 
become sureties. 

The most glorious and praise-worthy hero that ever de- 
aobted nations, mi^t have mouldered into oblivion amoQg 
the rubbish of his own monum^it, did not some historisa 
lake faim into &vour, and benevolently transmit his name 
to posterity : and much as the valiant William Kieft wo^ 
ried, and bustled, and turmoiled, while he had the desti- 
nies of a whole colcmy in his hand, I question seriouslj, 
whether he will not be obliged to this authentic history, 
for all his fiijfcure celebrity. 

Hb exit occasioned no convulsicm in the dty of New- 
Amsterdam or its vicinity: the earth trembled not, neither 
did any stars shoot firom their spheres— the heavens were 
not shrouded in black, as poets wpuld fidn persuade us 
thqr have been, on the unfortunate death of ^ hero— 4he 
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' licks (hard hearted varlets ! ) melted not into tears» nor 
did the trees, hang their heads m silent sorrow; and as to 
like sun, he bid arbed tibe next nighty just as long, and 
showed as joUy a fiuce when he arose, as he ever did oo; 
the same day of the month in any year, either before or 
Bttioe. The good people of New- Amsterdam, one and all, 
declared that he had been a yery busy, active, bustling lit* 
tie goyemdr— -that he was << the fiither of bis country,"--*- 
ftbat he was << the noblest work of God" — ^that ^ he was ^ 
mail, take him fi»r all in all, they never should look upcm 
kis like again"—- together with sundry other civil and affeo* 
tionate speeches, that are r^ularly said on the death of all 
great men ; after which they smoked their pipes, thought 
BO more about him, fuid Peter Stuyvesant succeeded to his 
fltaition. 

Peter Stuyvesant was the last, and, like the renowned 
"MTouter Van Twiller, he was also the best of our ancient 
JDtutch governors. Wouter having suipassed all who pre- 
ceded him, and Pieter or Piet, as he was sociaUy called 
by the old Dutch biiighers, who were ever prooie to fsmi* 
liariae names, having never been equalled by any sucoeft** 
aor. He was in &ct the very man fitted by nature to re^ 
trieve the desperate fortunes of her beloved province, had 
not the fiUes, those most potent, immaculate, and unrelent- 
ing of all ancient and immortal spinsters, destined them to 
iaextricable confiiaon. 

To say raerdy that he was a hero would be doing him 
great injustice'^he was in truth a combination of heroes; 
fbr he was of a sturdy, raw-boned make, like Ajax Tela- 
mon, so fiunous for his prowess in belabouring the little 
Tro}aB»-«-iirith a pair of round shoulders, that Hercules 
would have given his hide for, (meaning his lion's hide,) 
when he undertook to ease old Atlas of his load. He was, 
moreover, as Plutarch describes Coriolanus, not only ter- 
rible for the force of his arm, but likewise of his voice, 
which sounded as thou^ itx^me out of a barrel; and like 
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die sdf-same wairior, he possessed a soverdlgn oontospt 
for the sovereign people, and an iron aspect, which m 
enough of itself to make the very bowels of his adversaria 
quake with terror and dismay. All this martial excellcncf 
of i^pearance was inexpressibly heightened by an acddeBd* 
al advantage, with which I am surprised that neither Ho* 
mer nor Virgil have graced any of their heroes; forttis 
worth all the scars and wounds in the Iliad and Eneid, or 
Lucan's Pharsalia into the bargain. This was nodiii^ 
less than a redoubtable wooden leg, which was the onfy 
prize he had gained, in bravely fighting the battles of hu 
country; but of which he was so proud, that he was often 
heard to declare he valued it more than all his other limbs 
put together ; indeed so highly did he esteem it, that he 
had it gallantly enchased and relieved with silver devices, 
which caused it to be related in divers histories and legends 
that he wore a silver leg. * 

Like that choleric warrior Achilles, he was somewhat 
subject to extempore burets of passion, which weie (^ 
times rather unpleasant to his favourites and attendtfits, 
whose perceptions he was apt to quicken, after the manner 
of his illustrious imitator, Peter the Chreat, by anointing 
their shoulders with his walking sta£ 

But the resemblance for which 1 most value him was 
that which he bore in many particulars to the renowned 
Charlemagne. Though I cannot find that he had read 
Hato, or Aristotle, or Hobbes, or Bacon, or Algernon 
Sydney, or Tom Paine ; yet did he sometimes manifest a 
shrewdness and sagacity in his measures, that one would 
jiardly expect firom a man, who did not know Greek, and 
had never studied the ancients. True it is, and I confess 
it with sorrow, that he had an unreasonable aversion to exr 
.periments, and was fond of governing bis proviiice after 
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the simj^t manner; but then he coatriired takeep it in 
better order tl^ui did ihe erudite Ki^ though he had all 
the philosophers, ancient and modem, to assist and pefr^ 
pkx him* I must Unwise own that he made but very . 
few laws, but then agaii^^ie took care that those few wei» 
rigidly and i/npartiafiy enforced; and I do not knosr but 
Justice oa the whole, was as well administered as if there 
bad been volumes of sage acts and statutes yeady made, 
aind daily neglected and foigptten. 

He was, in fiust, the very reverse of his predecessors, be» 
ing neither tranquil and inert, like Walter the I>oubteK^ 
jMor nestless and fidgetting, like William the Testy; but a 
man, or rather a governor, ot such uncommon activity and 
decision of mind, that he never sought or accepted the ad- 
vice of others; depending confidently upon his single head, 
as did the heroes of yore upon their single arms, to vmA 
his way through all difficulties and dangers* To tell the 
simple truth, he wainted no other requisite for a perfect 
statesman, than to think always right, for no one can deny 
that he always acted as he diougbt ; and if he wanted in 
correctness, he made up for it in perseverance— An exoeU 
lent quality ! since it is surely mons dignified for a ruler 
to be persevering and consistent in error, than wavering 
jUid contradictory in endeavouring to do what is; right; 
^U much is certain, and it is a maxim worthy the atten* 
ticm of all l^islators, .both great and small, who stand 
4shaking in the wind, without knowing which way to st«9>« 
A ruler who acts according to his own will, is sure of pleas4> 
ing him3elf ; while he who seeks to satisfy the wishes and 
whims of others, runs a great risk of pleasing nobody. 
The clock that $tands still, and pcMUts stedfastly in one di# 
Tection, is certain of being right twice in ihe four and twen^ 
ty houra; while .others may keep going ccmtinuaUy, and 
continually be going wrtmg. 

Nor dkl this magnanimous virtue escape the discern* 
ment of the good peojde of Nieuw Nederlandt^s on ^ 
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contnury, so high an opinion bad they of the i 
mind and vigorous intellects of their new governor, tfait 
they uniTersally called him Hard^koppig Pietj or Pmi 
-THE HxAnsTRONG— a great compliment to his under* 
standing! 

If from all that I have said thou dost not gather, wor« 
thy reader, that Peter Stuyvesant was a tough, sturdy, va- 
liant, weather-beaten, mettlesome, obstinate, leatheni-fi(t 
ed, licm-hearted, generous-spirited old governor, either 1 
have written to but little purpose, or thou art very dull 
at drawing conclusions. 

This most excellent governor, whose character I liave 
thus attempted feebly to delineate, ommienced his admi- 
nistration on the 89th of May, 1647 ; a remarkably stormy 
day, distinguished in all the almanacks of the time whidi 
have come down to us, by the name of Windy Friiojf* 
Am he was very jealous of his personal and official digni^, 
he was inaugurated into office with great ceremony; the 
goodly oaken chair of the renowned Wouter Van Twiller 
being carefully preserved for such occasions, in like man- 
ner as the chair and stone were reverentially preserved at 
Scone in Scotland, for the coronation of the Caledonian 
monarchs. 

I must not omit to mention, that the ten^stuous state 
of the elements, together with its being that unlucky day 
c^ the week, termed ^ hanging day," did not feil to excite 
much grave speculation, and divers very reasonable appre- 
hensions among the more ancient and enlightened inhabi- 
tants ; and several of the sager sex, who were reputed to 
be not a little skilled in the mysteries of astrology and for- 
;tune-telling, did declare outright, that they were omens of 
a disastrous administratipn — an event that came to be lar 
toentably verified, and which proves, beyond dispute, the 
wisdom of attending to those preternatural iTi»ii^ y/;L^yie^ 
furnished by di:aams and .visions, the flying, of birds, fid- 
lipg of stones» and jcackli^g.of geese ; ^on .which tjie safp^ 
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and mlerit of ancient times placed such reliance; or ta 
thoise shotitihgn of ^tars, eclipses of the moon, bowlings of 
dogs, and flarings of candles, carefully noted and intei^ 
pretod by the oraicular sybils of oar day; who^ in my 
humble (pinion, are the legitimate inheritors and present 
ers of the ancient science of divination. This much is cer- 
tain, that Governor Stuyvesant succeeded to the diair of 
state at a turbulent period ; when fi)es thronged and threat- 
ened from without; when atiardiy and stiff-necked <^po* 
sition reigned rampisnt within ; when the authority of their 
high mightinesses the lords states general, thouj^ finmded 
on the broad Dutch bottom of unoffending imbedli^ ; 
though supported by economy, and defended by speedies, 
I^^otests, proclamations, yet tottered to its very centre ; and 
when the great city of New- Amsterdam, though fortified 
by flag-staffs, trumpeters, and windmills, seemed like some 
fkir lady of easy virtue, to lay open to attack, and ready 
to yield to the first invader. 



CHAPTER II. 

Showing how Peier the HeadHrong bestirred hhngelf among the 
• rats and cobwebs on entering into office ; and the perilous mis* 
take he was guilty of, in his dealings with the Amphyctions, 

The very first movements of the great Peter, on taking 
the reins cMf government, displayed the magnanimity of his 
mind, diough they occasioned not a little marvel and un- 
easiness among the people of the Manhattoes. Finding 
himself constantly interrupted by the opposition, and an- 
noyed by the sage advice of his privy council, die members 
of which had acquired the imreasonable habit of thinking 
and qieaking finr themselves during the preceding reign; 
he determined at once to put a stop to such grievous abo- 
loinations. Scarcely, therefore, had he entered upon hn 
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fluthoiitjr^ dian he turned out of oflBoe all those niedde- 
Mne ^iritt that comtxxied the fiictioiu cabmet of Williaiii 
the Testfi hi place of whom he chose unto hilntelf oomi" 
sellori finom those fiit^ stbmniferous^ respectable fiunifies^ 
dmt had JHourbhed and slumbered under the easy reign cf 
Walter the Doubter. All these he caosed to be funusheci 
#ith abundance of Mr long pipes, and to be regaled iridi 
frequent corporation dinners, admonishing thiem to smdioe 
and eat atid sleep for the good of the nation, while he took 
alt the burden of government upon his own riioulder»— > 
an arrangement to which they all gate hearty aoqiiies* 
cenbe. 

Nor did he stc^ here^ but made a hideous root anumg 
die intentions and expedients of his learned prediecessor*^ 
demolishing his fiag-staffi and windmills, which, like 
mighty giants, guarded the ramparts of New-Amsterdam 
— pijtching to the duyvel whole batteries of quaker-guns^ 
rooting up his patent gallows, where caitiff vagabonds 
were suspended by the waistband ; and in a word, turning 
topsy-turvy the whole philosophic^ economic, and win^ 
mill system of the immortal sage of Saardam. 

The honest folk of New- Amsterdam began to quake now 
for the &te of their matchless champion Anthony the tnmn 
peter, who had acquired prodigious favour in the eyes of 
the women, by means of his whiskeirs and his trumpet 
Him did Peter the Headstrong cause to be brought into 
his presence, and eyeing him for a mom^it from head to 
foot, with a countenance that would have appalled any 
thing else than a sounder of brass : << Prythee,^wfao and 
what art thou ?" said he. « Sire," replied the other, in 
no wise dismayed; << for my name, it is Anthony Van 
Corlear— for my parentage, I am the son of my mother — 
for my profession, I am champion and garrison of this 
great city of New- Amsterdam." " I doubt me mndi^" 
said Pet^ Stuyvesant, << that thou art some scur^ costards 
mdnger knave — bow didst dHm acquire this panunooDt 
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honour and (Ugnity?"— ^<< Marry» Sir/' .ivplted the other^ 
<< like iMUi^ agreatman before me^ simply by ammding siy 
otvM Jnfmpdk"— ^< A]^e» is it so?' quodi tb^ governor^ 
(^ why tibcn let us have a relish of thy art" Whereupon 
he put his instnkmeut to his lips^ and sounded a chargi^ 
idA siidi a treiMadoiis outset, such a delectable <]^Ver, 
and svidsL « triumphimt cadency that it was enough to 
teake your heait leap out of your mouth only to be within 
k mile of it. Like as a war-worn charger, while spordng 
in peiiorful plains, if by chance he hear the strains of 
martial musics pricks up his eurs^ and snorts and paws and 
kindles at the noise : so did the heroic soul of the mighty 
Peter joy to hear the datigour of the thunpet ; for of him 
mi^t truly be said what was recorded of the raiowned 
St Ge(»ge of £ngland— << there was nodiing in all the 
world that more rejoiced his heart, than to hear the plea^ 
sant sound of war, and see the soldiers brandish forth their 
steels weapojQS." Casting his eyes moire kindly, there** 
fore, upon the sturdy Van Corlear, and finding him to 
be A jolly, fat little man, shrewd in his discourse, yet of 
great discretion and immeasurable wind, he strai^tway 
ooncdved a vast kindness for him^ and dischaiging him 
from the troublesome duty of garrisoning, defending, and 
alarming ihe tiiy^ ever after retained him about his per^ 
Bon^ as his du^ favourite, confidentiaL envoy, and trusty 
aqn&tei Instead of disturlmig the dty with tlaastroua 
nbtbs, he was instaructed to play so as to ddlight the goverw 
nor. while at kSs iejfSasCs, as did tib^ Bunstr^ of yore in the 
diqrs of glorious chivalrp^-«nd on all public occasaons to 
rejoice the ears of the people with warlike melody; there-* - 
by keeping alive a nofaSe and martial spirit. 

Many other alteraidons and reformations, both for the 
better and for the worse, did the governor make, of which 
my time will not serve me to record the particulars ; suf- 
fice it to say, he soon contrived to make the province feel 
that he was its master, and treated the sovereign pe<^le 
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with such Qmumical rigour, that they were all fiiin toinU 
their tiHignes, stay at homef and attend to their bosiiiew,' 
insomuch that par^ feuds and disti nc t i on s were afanort 
forgotten, and many thriving keepers of tarems and ditth 
shops were utteriy mined for want ofbosiness* 

Indeed the critical state of public affiurs at this time 
demanded the utmost vigilance and promptitude. Ik 
formidable council of the Amphyetkiqs, which hadcaoseii 
so much tribulation to the unfortunate Kieft, still contiiiiied 
augmenting its forces, and threatened to link within its 
union all the mighty principalities and powers of die east 
In the very year following the inauguration of Oovehmr 
Stuyyesant a grand deputation departed ' fix>m the cttj of 
Providence, (&mous for its dusty streets and beauteous 
women,) in behalf of the puissant plantation of Rhode Is- 
land, praying to be admitted into the league* 

The following mention is made of this application in 
certain records of that assemblage of worthies, which ait 
still extant* 

<< Mr. Will Cottington and Captain Partridg of Rhoode 
Hand presented this insewing request to the commissioners 
m wrightmg 

<< Qur request and motion is in behalfe of Rhoode Band, 
that wee the Ilanders of Rhoode Hand may be rescauied 
mto combination with all the united colonyes of New- 
England in a firme and perpetuall league of friendship 
and amity of ofence and defence, mutuall advice and'snooor 
upon all just occasions for our mutuall safety and well- 
fiure, &C. 

<< Will Cottington, 

<< Alicxsander Patridg.** 



* Has. CoL Stat Fkp. 
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, There is (seitainly something in the very physiognamy 
c£ this /docmnenty th^t might well inspire i^rehension. 
The name of Alexander, lK>wever misq>elt» has been war«- 
lijbe in every age; and though its fierceness is in somemea- 
aure softened fagr being coupled with the gentle cognomen 
of Partridge ; still, like the colour of scarlet, it bears an 
eacoeeding great resemblance to the sound of a trumpet. 
From the styte of the letter, moreover, and the soldier-like 
Ignorance of orthography displayed by the noble captain, 
Aticzsander Partridg, in spelling his own name, we may 
lecture ta ourselves this mighty man of Rhodes, like a se- 
cond Ajax, strcmg in arms, potent in the field, and as great a 
achcdar ^s though he had been educated among that learned 
people of Thrace, who, Aristotle assures us, could not 
ooant beyond the number four. 

But whatever might be the threatening aspect of this 
fiunous confederation, Peter Stujrvesant was not a man to 
be kq)t in a state of incertitude and vague apprehension; 
he liked nothing so much as to meet danger &ce to face^ 
and take it by the beard. Determined, therefore, to put 
an end to all these petty maraudings on the borders, he 
wrote two or three categorical letters to the grand council ; 
which, though neitha: couched in bad Latin, nor yet graced 
by rhetorical tropes about wolves and lambs, and beede- 
flies, yet had more efiect than all the elaborate episdes, 
protests, and proclamations of his learned predecessor put 
iiog^tber. In consequence of his urgent pr(^[K)situ)n8, the 
greajt con£edera^y of the east agreed to enter into a final 
ildjustment of grievances and setdement of boundaries, to 
the end that aperpetual a^id happy peace might take {dace 
laetween di€^ two poweirs. For this purpose Governor 
JStuyvjssmt depu^ two ambassadors to negotiate with 
commissioners froI^ the grand ^coUiUcil of .the league, and 
a treaty was solemnly concluded at Hartford. On receive 
ing the intelligence of this event, the whole commimity was 
in an uproar .of exultation. The trumpet of the sturdy 
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Van CorlMT sounded all day with joyful clangour firomtiie 
ramfiarU of Fort Amsterdan^ and at night the cily wii 
magnificently illnqiinated with two hundred and fifty talkv 
candles; besides a barrel of Ur, which was burnt befim 
the governor's house, on the cheering aspect of paUic it 
fidrs. 

And now my worthy reader is, doubtless, like tfaegceiit 
and good Peter, congratukUa&g himsdf with the idea, thst 
his feelings will no longer be molested by afflicting dsU^i 
of stolen horses, broken heads^ impounded hogs, and d 
the other catalogue of heart-rending empties, that dkr 
graced these border wars. But if be should iadnlge in 
such expectations, it is a proof that he is but litde versed 
in the paradoxical ways of cabinets ; t^ convinoe lui)ai of 
which, I solicit his serious attenti<Hi to my next dispto^ 
wherein I will show that Peter Stujrvesant has alresd^ 
committed a great error in politic^ ; and by efiecting a 
peace, has materially jeopardized the tranquillity of 
province. 



CHAPTER III. 

CorUaining various speculations on War and Kegociaibms-^ 
shorving thai a treaty of peace is a great national eviL 

It was the opinion of that poetical phSbsi^her, Lucre* 
tins, that war was the original state of man ; wh<Hn hede* 
scribed as being primitively a sfavage beast of prey, engaged 
in a constant state of hostility with his own species, and 
that this ferocious spirit was tamed and ameliorated bj 
society. The same opini<Hi has been advocated by the 
learned Hobbes, * nor have there been wandng maajr 
other philosophers to admit and defend it. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ 

* Hobbes* Leviathiuif pait t chap* 19* 
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For my part, though prodigiously fond of these valua- 
bie speculations, so complimentary to human nature, yet, 
in this instance, I am inclined to take the propositicm by 
halves, believing with Horace,* that though war may 
have been (Nriginally the favourite amusement and indus- 
trious employment of our progenitors ; yet, like many 
other excellent habits, so &r from being ameliorated, it 
baa been cultivated and confirmed by refinement and civi» 
lization, and increases in exa^t proportion as we approad) 
Awards that state of perfection, which is the neplua ultra 
of modem philosophy. 

The first conflict between man and man was the mere 
exertion of physical force, unaided by auxiliary weapons-— 
his arm was his buckler, his fist was his mace, and a bnK 
ken head the catastrophe of his encounters. The battle 
pf unassisted strength was succeeded by the more rugged 
one of stones and clubs, and war assumed a sanguinary 
aspect. As man advanced in refinement, as his faculties 
expanded, and his sensibilities became more exquisite, he 
grew rapidly more ingenious and experienced in the art 
of murdering his fellow beings. He invented a thousand 
devices to defend and to assault^-the helmet, the cuirass, 
and the buckler, the sword, the dart, and the javelin, pre«> 
pared him to elude the wound, as well as to launch the 
blow. StUl urging on, in the brilliant and philanthropic 
career of invention, he enlarges and heightens his powers 
qf defence and injury.-«-The aries, the scorpio, the balista, 
and the catapulta, give a horror and sublimity to war; 
and magnify its glory, by increasing its desolation. Still 
liM»tiable, though armc^d with machinery that seiemed tp 



*■ Cbaaa prorepaeifunt priQiis animalia terris. 
Mutum ac turpe pecus, glandera at^ue cubilta propter, 
Unguibus et pugnis, dein fustibiis, atque ita porro 
pugnabant anni8> quae posViabricaTerat usin. 

ffor. &tf . L. I S. 3. 
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reach the limits of destructive inventMrn, amd to yUi • 
power of injury, commensurate even with the desnei of 
revenge — still deeper researches must be mttde in thedia* 
bolical arcana. With furious leal lie dives into die boni* 
els of the earth ; he toils midst poiaonoiiB mnoah-Mi 
deadly salts — the sublime discovery 4)f gunpowder Ham 
upon the world-^-and, finally, the dreadfid art olBf^Ain 
by proclamation, seems to endow the demoa of war: with 
ubiquity and omnipotence ! 

This, indeed, is grand !-— this, indeed^mariDs iIm papers 
of mind, and bespeaks that divine endowni»[it of lesson, 
which distinguishes us fitmi the animalsy our ia&riors. 
The unenl^htened brutes content themselves witfa the 
native force which providence has ass%ned th^nu The 
angry bull butts with his horns, as did his progenitor be- 
fore him— the lion, the leopard, and the tyger, seek Oily 
with their talons and their fangs to gratify their, sangwintiy 
fury; and even the subtle serpent darts the aaioe iHfMfBif 
and uses the same wiles, as did his sire before die Awd. 
Man alone, blessed with. the inventive mnd, goesuftStom 
discovery to discovery-^enlai^es and multiplies his powers 
of destruction^ arrogates the treuiendous weapons of Pei- 
ty itself and tasks creation io assist him in murderiagbis 
brother worm ! 

In. proportion as the art of war has increased in iai- 
provement, has tiie art of preserving peace advan^ in 
equal ratio ; and as we have discovered in this age of won- 
ders and inventions, that proclamation is the moat-fonni- 
dable engine in war, so have we jdiscovered the no k83 
ingenious mode of maintaining peace by perpetual 9f^ 
ciations. 

A treaty, or to speak more correctiy, a negociatiflm 
therefore, according to the acceptatioR of ^experienced 
statesmen, learned in diese matters, istio loiter an st- 
tempt to accommodate diffisrences, to ascertain xi(^it8,.aiid 
to establish an equitable exchttige of kind oflBceta^ but a 
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coiitesi (rf'skffl between tvro powers, which shall overreach, 
and'take in the. olber* It is a cunning endeavour to ob- 
taiii b5r peaoefid maBoeuvre, and the ehicanery of cabinets, 
llioi^ advantages, wUdi^ a nation would oUierwisa have 
iwvesteil byforeeetmnos. In the same manner that a con- 
aoientiouB highwayman reforms and becomes an excellent 
:aiBd]nrBise-worthy citizen, contenting himself with cheat- 
ing his nieighboiir out of that property he would former- 
ly have seized with op^i violence. 
^ In fact, the only tiiine when two nations can be said to be 
^in a stale of perfect amity, is when a n^ociation is qpen, 
and a treaQr pending.. Then, as there are no stipulations 
entered into, no b^ids to restrain the will, no specific li- 
mits to awaken that captious jealousy of right implanted 
hi our nature, as each par^ has some advantage to hope 
and eiqieot fitmitfie. other — then it is that the two nations 
are so gracious and friendly to each other ; their ministers 
fHx^BSsing the highest mutual regard, exchanging billets- 
doux, maldng fine speedies, and indulgii^ in all those lit- 
tle dq[d<tenade ffirtatkms^ coquetries, and fcmdlings, that do 
so marvellouflly tidde the good humour of the respective 
nations. Thus k may paradoxically be said, that there is 
nefver so good an understanding between two nations, as 
when there is a litde misunderstanding ; and that so long 
ail Aey are on no terms, they are on the best terms in the 

• W0fld« 

I do not by any means pretend to claim the merit of 
having made the above political discovery. It has in fact 
long been secretly acted upon by certain enlightened cabi- 
nets, tsod is, together with divers other notable theories, 
privately copied out of the common-place book dTan illus- 
trious gentleman, who has been member of omgress, and 
»joyed the unlimited cmifidence of heads of department. 
To this principle may be ascribed the wcmderful ingenuity 
that has been riiown of late years in protracting and inter- 
mpting negodalioiis. Hence the cunning measure of ap- 
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t)omting as ambassador some political pettifog^;er skilW 
in dela3r9» sophisms, and misapprehensions, and dextemm 
in the art of baflUng argument; or some blundering states- 
man, vhose errors and misconstmcticms may be a [deafisr 
refusing to ratify his engagem^its* And hence, too, that 
most notable expedient, so popular with our goyemmeiit< 
of sending out n brace of ambassadors; who having each 
an individual will to consult, character to estaUish, and 
interest to promote, you may as well look fot unanimity 
and concord between two lovets with one mistress, two 
dogs with one bone, or two naked rogues with one pair ol 
breeches. This disagreement, therefore, is oontbiially 
breeding delays and impediments, in consequence of whi^ 
the liegociation goes on swimmingly, inasmuch a3 thereis 
no prospect of its ever coming to a close. Nothing is lost 
by these delays and obstacles but time, and in a negodai* 
tion, according to the theory I have eicposed, all time loit 
is in reality so much time gained :-*witfa what delightfiil 
paradoxes does modem political economy abound I 

Now all that I have here advanced is so notoriously 
true, that I almost blush to take up the time of my read» 
ers, with treating of matters which must many a time have 
stared them in the &ce. But the proposition to which I 
Would most earnestly call their attention is this, that 
though a negociation be the most harmonizing of all na- 
tional transactions, yet a treaty of peace is a great political 
evil and one of the most fiaiitful sources of war. 

I have rarely seen an instance of any special contract 
between individuals, that did not produce jealousies, bick- 
erings, and often downright ruptures between them ; nor 
did I ever know of a treaty between two nations that did 
not occasion continual misunderstandings. How many 
worthy country neighbours have I known, who after liv- 
ing in peace and good fellowship for years, have been 
thrown into a state of distrust, cavillings and animosity, 
by some ill-starred agreement about fences, runs of water. 
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ftnd stray cattle. And how many well-meaning nations, 
who would otherwise have remained in the most amicable 
disposition towards each other, have been brought to 
swords' points about the infringement or misconstruction 
of some treaty, which in an evil hour they had concluded 
by way of making their amity more sure. 

Treaties at best are but complied with so long as inte- 
rest requires their fulfilment; consequently, they are vir^ 
tually binding, on the weaker party only, or in plain truth, 
they are not binding at all. No nation wiU wantonly go 
to war with another, if it has nothing to gain thereby, and 
therefore needs no treaty, to restrain it from violence ; and 
if it have any thing to gain, X much question, from what 
I have witnessed of the righteous conduct of natLons, 
whether any treaty could be made so stn^ that it could 
not thrust the sword through; nay, I would hold ten to 
one, the treaty itself would be the very source to which 
resort would be had to find a prete;Kt for hostilities. 

Thus, therefore, I conclude, that though it is the best 
of all poUdes for a nation to keep up a constant negociar* 
tion with its neighbours, yet it is the summit of folly, for 
it ever to be b4^;uiled into a treaty ; for then comes on the 
non-fiilfilment and infraction—- then remonstrance, then 
altercation, then retaliation, then recrimination, and final- 
ly, opea .war. In a wcMrd, negociation ia like courtship, a 
time of sweet words, gallant speeches, sofi; lodks, and eurt 
dearing caresses, but the marriage^^remoiiy is the signal 
for hostilities* 
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CHAPTER IV, 

Hoti» Peier Shnjfvuani mat greatly Mied hy kU a dv e n arktOn 
Mois4roapers'''4md his condtkA ikerimpoa. 

If my pains^taking reader be dot Bomewhat perfdesod, 
in the oonne of the nil3ociiiati<m of my lant duqiter, lie 
will ckmbtless al one glance perceive, that the great PMer, 
in concluding a trea^ with his eastern nei^ibom^ wa§ 
gailty of a lamentable error and heterodoity m pofi^. 
To this unlttdrjr agreement may justly be aBcribed 4 world 
of Utdeinfiringements, altercations, negodationsj^ndVniit- 
erings, which afterwards took {dace between the irrqMMcti- 
able Stuy vesant, and the evil-diqiosed council of An^je- 
timis. AU these did not a little disturb the eonstitulkml 
serenity of the good burghers of Mannahata ; but in sooth 
they were so very {Mtiiiil in thrir nature and efiects, tfaat« 
grave historian, who grudges the time q)ent in any thing 
less than recording the fiill of emphres, and the revcdutioo 
of worlds, would think them unworthy to be inscribed on 
his sacred page* 

The^reader is tfaerefinre to take it fiw granted, though I 
scorn to waste in the detail that time which my ihriowed 
brow and trembling hand inform me is mvaluable, that «]I 
the while the great Peter was occupied in those tremen- 
dous and bloody contests, that I shall shortly rdKsrse, 
there was a continued series of little, dirty, snivelling, 
skirmishes, scourings, broils, and maraudings, made<m 
the eastern frontiers, by the moss-tix)opers of Connecticiit 
But like that mirror of chivalry, the sage and valoiODs 
Don Quixote, I leave these petty contests for some fiiture 
Sancho Panza of a historian, while I reserve my prowess 
and my pen for achievements of higher dignity. 

Now did the great Peter ccmclude> that his laboun had 
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come to a elose in the east, and that he had nothing to do 
but apply himself to the internal prosperity of his beloved 
Manhattoes. Though a man of gi^at modesty, he could 
not help boasting diat he had at length shut the temple of 
Ja9W; and that, ^ere all rulers like a certain peradn who 
should be nameless, it would neyer be opened again. But 
the exultation of the worthy governor was put to a speedy 
(kietki (or scarce was the treaty cooduded, and hardly 
was tbe kik dried on the paper, before the crafty and di»- 
iei^iirteous council of the league, sought a new pretence for 
jpe-illuming the flames, of discord. 

It s^ems to be the nature of confederacies, republics, 
and sudi-like powers, that want the true masculine cha- 
racter, to indulge exceedingly in cerfeam feminine panics 
and suspicions. Like some good lady of delicate and 
.Bickly virtue, who is. in constant dread of having her ves- 
tal purity contaminated or seduced; and who if a man do 
but take her by the hand, or look her in the &ce, is ready 
to cry out, rape i and ruin !— -so these squeami^ govern- 
ments are perpetually on the alarm for the virtue of the 
country — every manly measure is a vidation of the consti- 
•tutaiw— every monarpby or other masculine government 
around them is laying snajres for their seduction ; and they 
ai^fer ever detection, infernal plots, by which they were 
to. b^ betrayed, dishonour!^, and <* brought upon the 
-town." . •-.'■■ 

; If any proof were wanting of the truth of these ofanions, 
I woidd instance the conduct of a certain republic of our 
day,' who, good dame, has already ndthstood so many plots 
and conspiracies against her virtue, and has so often come 
near being made << no better than she should ^ be." I 
. !WOttld>notiice her constai^jealousiesu^f poor old England, 
who, by her own account, has been ii^essantly trying to 
-sapher J^onour, thyough, fiximmy sotil^ I never could be- 
lieve the honest <Ad gentleman meant her any jrndeness. 
; Whereas, on tbiei (9onJlvary, I thiukJ have several times 
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caught her squeeaing hands, and indulging in certain 
fous oglings with that sad fi^low Bonaparte, who all the 
world knows to be a great despoiler of national Tirtnej to 
have mined all the empires in his neighbourhood, miA to 
have debauched every republic that canie ui hia way; but 
so it is, these rakes seem always to gain singular fiwoor 
with the ladies. 

But I crave pardon of my reader for thus wandermj^ 
and mil endeavour, in some measure, to apply the fikrego* 
ing remarks; for in the year 1651, we are told, tfaitf die 
great confederacy of the east accused the immacnlate Pe* 
ter, (the soul of honour and heart of steel,) that, by dfvers 
gifts and promises, he had been secretly endeavdanng to 
instigate the Narrohigansett, (or Narraganset,) Mobaqae, 
and Pequot Indians, to surprize and massacre the Yan- 
kee settlements. << For," as the council slanderously ob* 
served, << the Indians round about for divers hundred miks 
cercute, seeme to have drunke deep of an ' intoxicating 
cupp, att or from the Manhatoes against the £n^ish, whoe 
have sought their good both in bodily and spiritual! re- 
specks* 

History does not make mention how the great coimcS 
of the Aihphyctions came by this precious plot; whetb^ 
it were honestly bought at a fair market price, or discovered 
by sheer good fortune. It is certain, however, that tbq^ 
examined divers Indians, who aU swore to the &ct, as stmr^ 
dily as though th^ had been so many Christian troopers: 
and to be more sure of their veracity, the sage council pre- 
viously made every mother*s son of them devoutly drunk, 
remembering an old and trite proverb, which it is not ne- 
cessary for me to repeat; 

Though descended from a &mily which suflfered mud 
ii^ury from the lose) Yankees of those times, my great 
grandfather having had a yoke of oxen and his best pacer 
stolen, and having received a pair of black eyes and a bloody 
nose iTii one of these border wars ; jand my grandfodier, 
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whem a very little boy tending pigs, having been kidnapped 
aiid severely fogged by a long-sided Connecticut school-^ 
niaster.; yet I should have passed over all these wrongs 
with fo)rgiveqie»i(. and oblivion :-— I could even have suffisied 
liiem to have bndcen Evert Ducking's head, to have kicked 
the dpughty Jacobus Van Curlet and his ragged regiment 
out of doors, carried ^ery hog into activity, and depo- 
pulated every hen-roost on the&ce of the earth with per- 
fect impunity; but this wanton attack upon one of the most 
gallant and irreproachable heroes oi modem times, is too 
fnuch even for me to digest, and has overset, with a single 
pu£^ the patience of the historian, and the forbearance of 
the Dutchman. 

Oh reader, it was false — I swear to thee, it was fiJse I 
-^K thou hast any respect for my word,— 4f the undeviat- 
ing character for veracity which I have endeavoured to 
maintain throughout this work, has its due weight with 
thee, thou wilt not give thy faith to this tale of slander; 
for I pledge my honour and my immortal fiune to the^' 
that the gallant Peter Stuyvesant was not only innocent 
of this foul conspiracy, but would have suffered his right 
arm, or even his wooden leg, to consume with slow and 
everlasting flames, rather, than attempt to destroy his ene- 
mies in any other way than open, generous war&re. Be- 
shrew those (^tiff scouts, that conspired to sully his honest 
jiame by such an imputation ! 

Peter Stuyvesant, thcnigh he perhaps had never heard 
of a Knight Errant, yet had he as true a heart of chivalry 
as ever beat at the round table of King Arthur. There 
was a spirit of native gallantry, a noble and generous har- 
dihood di£Pused through his rugged manners, which alto- 
gether .gave unquestionable tokens of a heroic mind. He 
was, in truth, a hero (rf* chivalry struck off by the hand of 
nature at a single heat; and though she had taken no fur- 
ther care to polish and refine her workmanship, he stood 
forth a miracle of her skill. 

2 E 
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%f not to be figttivtf^ (a ftult in hkltoHls ii^Httg 
which I pardcnhriy e^ew») the graft Pldlfei^ pbMSMlr 
in tm efnineiit d^fSee, die Mvenreno^tuid aiicFik>ldeffti> 
tttek of kn^thood; i#hich, tia he laid nefi&r aomiidltf 
authbi^ hi the diinpluliti^iikNl ^nlthrttilA^ 6f hb ttifas^ I 
verOy believe must hatVebeeti impUuited lA a obMtt' ef Mf 
Bi^lirt bydamJe Nirtiire hertid£-«^hel« ihisy fld^^ 
molig Wi hardy qtiafitiefl, lilre'g^inaaj^VWtMi^dildi^ 
shdotitig^ forth atid thriving With r^dlittdaat ' httWriiBtt 
among^ stobborii rbdcd, Stieh Was the^niiild of FeteiMiMi 
Heaidbfirong, and if my ahfahiratiotifor ithasB^ on €ia^6Mh 
sion, tran^xnted mjr style beytmd the sober gturitf wAtdi 
becomes tlie laborious scribe of lustoric events Iclili]^clld 
as aii apology, that though a litde, gray heiriifeid Ditfedi- 
man, arrived ahAost at the bottom of ihe dowiii<4iffl of Wkf 
I still retain some portion of that celestial fire^ Wfaidi 
sparkles in the eye of youth, when contett^latmg' the w* 
tues and achievements of ancient worthies. Blessed, thtidk 
and nine times blessed be the good St Nicholaa-^tfcat I 
have escaped the infln^ice of that chilling ttpaAyy wjudi 
too often freezes the sympathies of age; whi(^, like a 
churlish spirit, sits at the portals of the heart, repnking 
ievery genial sentiment, and panalyztng every lipoiitaiieons 
glow (^^thusiasm. 

No sooner then, did this scoundrel itaputatiDii oli Us 
honour reach the ear of Peter Stuyvesant, than he pfo> 
ceeded in a manner which would have redounded to his 
credit, even though he had studied for y»its in the lihnH 
ry of Don Qui:ftote himself. He immediately d e spa trfied 
his valiant truihpetet and squire, Anthony Van Cotletf, 
with orders to ride ifight and day, as herald, tb the An^ 
phyctionic cotincil, reproaching them m terms 0F xioblb fli* 
dignation, for givinjg ear to the shndets of heaihen infi- 
dels, against the chiMcter of a christian, agentleman, and 
a sbldier--^and dedfiring, that as to the tMidierocis and 
bloody plot alleged against him, whoever afflrmed it to be 
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ti^qfliiU^iahiis't^^llltjrr-^ )9e d^fi^4 the pre- 

ff4m of thft coHmdil fm# idl of M» eompetiv* ^ if t^if 
■>i^Mi«^- thgar .pnifftMit ^K flfwplff n ^ Caotain Alicxsaiidof 

|tebp4g» tbfil ii^ig^. mm of JRJbuDdes, to meet him jn |i 
i^Hglf^impbal^ vfliQreh^lMyiild^ trust the vipdicMMp of his 

. "J^luS: chaHenge , being deUvered with due ceremonyt 
Anthony Van CknrliMir pounded a tiumpet of defiaooe be- 
finee the whole oouncily eudiiig with a mott horrific and 
9ii^AltW9l^ fiiU in Ihe .fiioe of Captain Partridg, who al<» 
lUoatjwnp^oatQfhis skiii in an ecstacy of astonishment 
at.thenQia^ TUs done he mounted a tall Flanders mare, 
whi^ he always rode, and trotted merrily towards the 
Manhattoes^r"pasatog through Hartford, and Byquag» and 
Middletown, fmd all :tbe other border towns---twangikig 
his trampet.like a very devil, so that the sweet valleys and 
banks of the Ccmnectiout jresounded with the warlike me- 
lody-f-apd stopping occasionally to eat pumpldnpies, dance 
at 490imt]y:firoliQs, and bundle with the beauteous lasses of 
those puts, whom he rejoiced exceedingly with his soul^ 
sdKring instrument 

But <he grand council being ccMnposed of oonuderate 
men, had .|io idea of running a tilting with such a fiery 
hero jBS the l^ardy Peter— on the contrary they sent him 
eii aiiswer, ffpuched in the meekest, the most mild and pro- 
voking terms; .in which they assured him that lus guilt 
W9S prov|^ to :^i|r perfect satis&ctipn, by the testimony 
of divers spber md respectable Indians, and conduding 
with this truly amiable paragrai^.— *<< For youre confi- 
dant 4eniall8 of the Barbarous plott charged will weigh 
little in ba}fmce agiiinst mch evidence, soe that we must 
stitt j^quire^a^d seek^ due. satisi&ction an^ ceciuitie; soe 

-.ff Youres in wayes.of Righteousnns, &€i" 
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I am sware that the above tnoiaactioii has been <Ufa^ 
ieady feooided by certun hiatoriaiia of the eaat^ aUddbe^ 
whm; who seem to have inherited the bitter eaoitf d 
thor ancestors to the bnnre Peter— and mndi good iaay 
their inheritanee lio them. These declare^ that Fele^ 
Stayvesant requested to have the cfaatges against him iiK 
qoiredintOy by oommiflMoners to be appointed fixr the pm^ 
pose; and yet thatudien sudi coimnisrioners yrfetevpj^oiatf' 
ed, he refesed to imbmit to tiieir examiiiatidtk In dib 
artfid acooont there is but the semUanoe of triidi; he^ 
indeed, most gallandyofifer, when that he found a deaf ear 
was. turned to his challenge, to submit hi» conduct to Ae 
rigorous inspection (^ a court of honour— -but dien he ex* 
pected to find it an august tribunal, composed ci&mxtction 
gentlemen, the governors and nobili^ of the eonfederite 
plantations, and of the province of New^Ne the rh a iA $ 
where he might be tried by his peers, in a manner Wdiy 
of his rank and digni^-^whereas, let me perish, if tbej 
did not send to the Manhattoes two lean sided hnmgry 
p^tifi)ggers, mounted on Narraganset pacers, with saddle- 
bags under their bottoms, and green satchels under theii* 
anns, as though th^ were about to beat the hocrf'irom ene 
county-court to another in search of a law-suit. 

The chivalric Peter, as might be expected, took no no- 
tice of these cunning varlets ; who, with professional iii- 
dustry fell to prying and sifting about, in quest of ex parte 
evid^M^; perplexing divers simple Indians and old wo- 
men, with their cross-questioning, until they had contra- 
dicted and forswore themselves most horribly, as is too 
often done in our courts of justice. Thus having fidfilled 
their errand to their own satisfaction, they returned to the 
grand council with their satcfads and saddle-begs stufied 
full of villanous rumours, apocryphal stories, and outn^ 
geous calunuiies — ^for all which the great Peter did not 
care a tobacco-stopper ; but, I warrant me, had they at- 
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tem^tod to pkj off ilie same tridt iqMi William the Tes- 
ty^ hei would have 'tiMted diem bodi to eh aerud gambol 
oii-lnB-|Mteiit-galle#sJ'^v^ •^■■• 

' TElie^graad ooohcil of die eastlidd iiTery tolemniiteel^ 

jdemi a kmg time^oii the Hntuatkm of affiuie, were Hpoii 
the^KMAt of adjonndng widioiit bek^ Me to agree upon 
imjr thing* At dna eridcal moment one of diose medcEfe^ 
some, inde&t^^aUe spkits^ who endeavour toestaidish « 
cfaffraeter- fiir patnt^igBk by blowing tber bellows of par^, 
imtil the whbte finrnace of polidci i» red-hot with sparki 
and cmdiini ; and wh& have just cunmng ^ough to know, 
that diete ifl( no time so'&vonrable for getting on the 
peo]^e*B backs, as when they are in a state of turmoil^ 
and attending'to every body's business but their owm 
*rhis jMpirrag imp of &otifln, who was called a great po^ 
litidaBy because he had secured ^a seat' in counc^ by 
didumniating: all his opponents: he^ I say, conceived this 
a- fit opportunity to strike a blow diat should secure bis 
popularity among his constituents, who lived on the bor* 
ders of Nieuw-Nederlandts, and were die greatest poadieri 
in Christendom, excepting the Scotch border nobles* 
Like a second Peter the -Hermit, therefore, he stood 
forth and preached up a crusade against Peter Stujnre- 
sant, and his devoted dtf* 

He made a speech which lasted six hours, according 
to the ancient custom in these parts; in whidi he repre* 
sented the Dutch as a race of impious heretics, who nei- 
ther believed in witchcraft, nor tlie sovereign virtues of 
horse-shoes— who left their country for the lucre of gain ; 
not like diemselves, for the enjoyment of libtrty of cfm^ 
fc te ne t' - ^ ho, in shorty were' a race (^mere cannibds and 
andiropophagi, inasmuch as they never eat ood-fidi cm 
Saturdays, devoured swctie'i^ flesh without molasses, and 
held pumpkins in utter contempt > 

This speech had th^ desired effect ; for die council^ ber* 
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iQg awakened by the eeigemtHMreno^ jvUi^ .Afk fVM) 
and declaifed that it was jufftend poUbic tp .d^dwn i«M 
war against thege unchristian antj-frngylriaitieiw iPvyfiiii 
n eces sa r y that the people alt kr^ ahcilld fint jbe.pi)qMNd 
fivthis measure^ and tofr ii^$ pfufxife ik^ itrgamm^4 
the oiator were preached from the pnlpittfoiF eeveial iSm* 
days subeeqoentt and e«riie«tly reecmmeod^ toidbe etih 
sidention of etery good ChidbtiaQi who prgfessad« .as viV 
as pnKlisedft the doctrine of qieetoi€S«» <aM%j fuidJie 
fefgireBess of iBJiurie& This is the firel tmtyrfijimsM 
the «< Drum Ecclesiastic'' healing up fyir poUtipiIfiearwIi 
in our countiy; and iiproYed of sudi sigpMd <iyiiy» fhet 
it has since been called toto frequent semce ^urai^ieiH 
our union. A cunning politician is often foimd sbiUaBg 
under the dericai robe» with an outside aU.rdigmif wii 
an inside all political rancour* Thh^(S "PfiaSSml ttd 
things temporal ave strai^y jumUed togelheiv likepoi* 
sons and antidotes on an apotbecscy's eh^; and instarf 
of a devout sermon, the sinqile churdi-goiiig folk ifw 
often a political paaq>hlet thrust down didur throal«> la- 
bdied with a |mous teep^ from IScripture* 



CHAPTER V. 

Hmp the New-Amderdamtmrs became grmi in nmUf.emi^eflk 
direful eeiaetrofhe ^ a migh^ tf rjwy ■ iO gjMcr -^Ok JVM" 
Slujfteeants metmres^io f^rAfy ike-^ fynma n!^ ^ofs AafMf .(A? 

BvTnotwithstanding that the grandi^cwicils as I h«ie 
already diown, w^e amario^y diseseet in UtdorpPQ^efd^ 
ings ]t)&pectingihci.Ne^Netherla«d$9.eBd ctmdMC^r^ 
whole with almost as much olenoeanid'ikLjis^leiyf.tfM^d^ 
the sage Britifb cabinetoBeof itft iUnstait^d /fsnel effspftH^ 
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lAMi**'^]^ ^ tfad eY^ wfttdifo BBteriX^ceiTeaafiittand 
tMMnM'kxSsts^^ moymmetktf as does the const 

^^fVat|i^<t^ldi tbd^^JMfteUe entarpii$^ I .have meatioiied^ 

- JE Jk&dW tbat maay wiji censure tke' precipitation of this 
sl0at-h0ttrleid dtd g«yveraof| in that he hurried inta the 
expenses of fortification, without ascertaining whethev 
tibejr were.neeessar]^ by {midentlj^ waiting until the>ene- 
my wttls at the door. But they Should iseoolleot that Peter 
Sbqrtesitd hai not tJie hj^nefit of an insigfat into the mo* 
dete aroate <)f p6Utics» and was strai^gdly bigotted to cem 
tain obsolete inaxixtis of the old sebocd; among which he 
fiitt^ believed, thai, to render a country respected abroad, 
k was necessary to make it formidable at home ; and that 
a Hatfon shoidd f^tfoe its rdiance for peace and security, 
noore fipM ils own strength than on the justice or good*> 
will of il^ aieighboiunw— -He proceeded^ therefore, indth all 
dUigence, to put the ptovince and metropolis in a. strong 
posture of defence. 

Among the few remnants of ingenious inventions whidi 
remidned fiiom l)ie days ^ William the Testy,^ were those 
impregnable bulwarks of public safe^, militia laws ; by 
whidf the inhat»tants were oUiged to turn out twice a- 
yest^ with such mSHtary ^uipmeiits— as it pleased God ; 
atid were put under the comniaad of very valiant tailors 
ttd man-milliners, who, though on ordinary occasions 
the medcest, pqtpinJiearted little men in the world, were 
rety detik sft parades and court-martials, when they had 
codted baUi on thidr heads, and swords by their skies. 
Uttder the instmetions of these periodical warriors, the 
gaiKtftt IMin4)ands made marvellous proficiency m the 
myslery of gmpowder^ They were taught to fiuse to the 
right, to whed to &e left, to saqp o£P empty firelocks 
iTlttottt wMung, to turn n comer without any great up- 
HMT or hregnlarity, sond'to march through sun and rain 
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from one end of the town to the other without flinchuf : 
until in the end they became so valorous that they find 
off Mank-cartridgesy without so' much as turning twwj 
their heads— could hear the largest field-piece dischaigedi 
without stopping their ears, or fidling into much confii- 
sion ; and would even go through all the &tigues and 
perils of a summer da/s parade, without having their 
ranks much thinned by desertion I 

True it is, the genius of this truly pacific people wys 
so little given to war, that during the intervals which oc- 
curred between field-days, they generally contrived to 
forget all the jmilitary tuition they had received; so. that 
when they re-appeared on parade, they scarcely koew the 
butt^nd of the musket from the muzzle, and invaiiably 
mistook the right shoulder for the left — ^a mistake whidi, 
however, was soon obviated, by chalking their left arms. 
But whatever might be their blunders and awkwardness, 
the sagacious Kieft declared them to be of but littie in^ 
portance— -since, as he judiciously observed^ one f^^inp^g" 
would be of more instruction to them than a hundred pa^ 
rades ; for though two-thirds of them might be food finr 
powder, yet such of the other third as did not run away, 
would become most experienced veterans. 

The great Stuyvesant had no particular veneration br 
the ingenious experiments and institutions of his. shrewd 
predecessor, and among other things, held the militia sys- 
tem in very considerable contempt, which he was c^ea 
heard to call in joke— for he was sometimes fi^nd of a 
joke — Governor Kieft's broken reed. As, however, the 
present emergency was pressing, he was obliged to avail 
himself of such means of defence as were next at hand, 
and acccnxlingly appointed a general inspection and parade 
of the train-bands. But oh I Mars and Bellona, and all 
ye other powers of war, both great .and small, what a 
turning out was here I — Here came men without QfBcer% 
and officers without men---long fowling-pieces, and short 
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hkinderbttsses— -muskets of all sorts and sizes, some with-, 
out bayonets^ others without locks, others without stocks, 
and many without lock, stock, or barrel.— Cartridge-boxes, 
shot-belts, powder-horns, swords, hatchets, snicker-snees, 
crow-bars, and broomsticks, all mingled higgledy piggledy 
-^like one of our continental armies at the breaking out 
of the revolution. 

This sudden transfiirmatiiHi of a pacific community into 
a band of warriors, is, doubtless, what is meant in modem 
days, by << putting a nation in armour," and << fixing it in 
an attitude." In which armour and attitude it makes as 
martial a figure, and is likely to acqmt itself with as much 
prowess, as the renowned Sancho Panza, when suddenly 
equipped to defend his Island of Barataria. 

The sturdy Peter eyed this ragged raiment with some 
such rueful aspect as a man would eye the devil ; but 
knowing, like a wise man, that all he had to do was to 
make the best out of a badbaigain, he determined to give 
his heroes a seasoning. Having, therefore, drilled them 
through the manual exercise over and over again, he or- 
dered the fifes to strike up a quick march, and trudged 
his sturdy boots backwards and forwards, about the streets 
of New-Amsterdam, and the fields adjacent, until their 
short legs adied, and their &t sides sweated again. But 
this was not all : the martial q>irit of the old governor 
caught fire fix>m the sprightly music of the fife, and he re- 
solved to try the mettle of his troops, and give them a 
taste of the hardships of iron war. To this end he en- 
camped them as the shades of evening fell, upon a hill 
formerly called Bunker^s hill, at some distance fix>m the 
town, with a fiill intention of initiating them into the dis- 
cipline of camps, and of renewing the next day, the toils 
and perils of the field. But so it came to pass, that, in 
the night, there fell a great and heavy rain, which desc^id- 
ed in torrents upon the camp, and the mighty army 
strangely melted away before it; so that whea G^^t 

2 F 
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nMbii» onne to sh^d hit molrniiig4>Ma(i8 upon the phttfi 
Mviag P«t8r 8tignr«iant and his tmmpela^, Vsn Coikfr^ 
scaice one was to be found of all the nnikittide that had 
enoitfiped tiitre the night before. 

Thb swftd dissdutioa itf his annywoidd h«ve appaDed 
a 45omtiiaadet of less nenre than Peter Stiijrvesant; hA 
he considered it as a matter of but smftll importailo^ 
thevg^ he thenceforward regarded the ndlitiftiirfstemw&h 
ten times gfMter eontempt than ever, and toeb caie to 
ll^vide hiiasdf with a good garrisbn of cboMn ine% wkitt 
he kept in paj)) of whom he boasied^ that thqf tt Jeast 
possessed the qnali^^ indispensable in soldicn^' of bemg 

The next care of the viffJaat Sta;^e«a]itwaa to sdngdMD 
and fortify New-^Amsterdam. For this piUppee he cabsed 
to be built a strong picket-fenoe, that reached across die 
island) from river to rirer, being int^ided to protect die 
cil75 not merely from the sudden invasions of forei^ ene* 
mieS) but likewise fit>m the incursions of the neij^ibooriDg 
savages.* 

Some traditions, it is true, have ascribed the buildiDg 
c^this wall to a later period, but they are wholly inoofrect; 
t&r a memorandum in the Stuyvesant nianoacript^ diiad 
towards the mkldle of the govemoif's reign, Aentioiis ddi 
wall particulariy, as a very strong and cOrioos piece tf 
wiMtafianship, and the admiration of all the savi^es in tke 
ne^[fabonrhodd« And it mentions, moreover, the alami* 



* In an antique View of New-Amsterdani* ti^n aome jeun after 
the above period, is a repreaentatiou of thk wall, which stretcfaed akog 
the courie of Wall-street, so called in commemoration of this graal bul- 
wark. One gate, Called the Land-Poort, opened upon Broad waj, bit^ 
by where at pKBent stands ih^ Trinity Churdh $ ^nd onMi^r cilfed iftfc 
Water^Foort itdod about where t&e Tontine Cc^lee-houa^ is at prtJcnTi 
opening upon Smits Vleye, or as it is commonlj called Smith Flj. 
then a mtohy valley, with a creek or inlet extending up what we cill 
Mi^deti-lahe* 
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ing circumstance of a drove of stray cows breaking through 
the grand wall of a dark nig^t ; by which the whole com* 
muni^ (rf* New-Amsterdam was thrown into a terrible 
panic. 

In addition to this great wall, he cast up several out* 
wpriks to Fort Amsterdam^ to protect the sea4>oard at the 
point of the island. These consisted of formidable mud* 
batteries, solidly &ced, after the manner of the Dutch 
ovenSf common in those daySf with clam shdls. 

Thes^ fiY>wning bulwarks, in process of time, came to 
be pkvBsaQtly overrun by a verdant carpet of grass and 
dover, and their high embankments overshadowed by 
wide^^qureading sycan^ores, among whose foliage the little 
birds sported about, rejoicing the ear with their melodious 
notes. The old burjg^ers would repair of an aftemo<m to 
smoke their pipes under the shade of their branches, coia* 
jtempli^tiiig the golden sun as he gradually sunk into the 
wesi^,»^An, emblem of that tranquil end toward which th^ao- 
selves wei» hastoiipg; while the young men and the dam- 
sels of tliLje tp?9m would take numyB moonlight stroll among 
tjbiese &vourite Jliaunts, wat<:hing the silver beams of phaste 
(Pynthift ^tri^jable iplpng the calm bosom of the bay, or light 
up the white sail of soi;De gliding bark, and interchange 
jtbe hon^ vjOws of copstant affection. Such was the ori- 
^ of th^ rcAowped Wi^lk, Tht fiattcryt which, though 
^pftCQMbly dieyoted jip Itjbie piup^^es of war, has ever been 
<:piwec^»t^ Jtp the ^wiecft delights of peace^-^the ftvourite 
walk rof Reclining ag^^^the healthful resc»rt of the fedble 
invalid-Hth^ Sunday re^:^hment of the dusty tradesman 
7-ithe scene of niany a boyish gambtol-*-the rendezvous of 
many f| tender |tssignation---<he con^ori^ c^ the citizen— 
the ornamient pf N^r^ York<p-;and the pride of the lovely 
island of Mww ^ b ftf** 
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CHAPTER VI. 

How the people of the EaH country were mddenfy qffUded wkk 
a diabolical evil-^and their judicious meaemresjbr the esApa- 
turn thereof* 

Having tbus provided for the temporary secttritjr of 
New- Amsterdam, and guarded it against any sadden sur- 
prise, the gallant Peter took a hearty pinch of snd^ and 
snapping his fingers, set the great council of Amphjctfoo^ 
and their champion the doughty Alicxsander Partridg, at 
defiance. It is impossible to say, notwithstanding, what 
might have been the issue of this affair, had not the coun- 
cil been all at once involved in sad perplexity, and as 
much dissension sown among its members, as dfyore was 
stirred up in the camp of the brawling warriors of Greece. 

Hie council of the league, as I have shown in my last 
chapter, had already announced its hostile determinations, 
and already was the mighty colony of New-Nhven and the 
puissant town of Pyquag, otherwise called Weathersfield 
— &mous for its onions and witches--and the great trad- 
ing house of Hartford, and all the other redoubtabfe hat- 
der towns, in a prodigious turmoil, fiui)ishing up th^ 
rusty fowling-pieces, and shouting aloud for war; by which 
they anticipated easy conquests, and gorgeous spoHs, from 
the litde fiU; Dutch villages. But this joyous brawlingii^ 
soon silenced by the conduct of the colony of Massatinh- 
setts. Struck with the gallant spirit of the brave old V^ 
ter, and convinced by the diivalric firankness and heroic 
warmth of his vindication, they reSnsed to believe huii 
guilty of the infamous plot most wrongfiilly laid at his 
door. With a generosity for which I would jrield them 
immortal honour, they declared, that no determination of 
the grand council of the league, should bind the general 
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court of Massachusetts to join in an offensive war, which 
should appear to such general court to be unjust.* 

This refiisal immediately involved the colony of Massa- 
chusetts^ and the other combined colonies, in very serious 
difficultfes and disputes; and would ho doubt Imve pnv 
daoeda dissolution of the confederacy, but that the conn- 
ed of Amphyctions, finding that they could not standa- 
lone, if mutilated by the loss of so important a member as 
Massachusetts, were .fiun to abandon for the present their 
hostile machinations against the Manhattoes. Such is the 
niaryeUous enei^ and the puissance of those confedera- 
cies, composed of a number of sturdy, self-willed, discor- 
dant parts, loosely banded together by a puny general 
government. As it was, however, the warlike toims of 
Connecticut had no cause to deplore this disappointment 
of their martial ardour; for by my feith-^though tbe 
combined powers of the league might have been too po- 
tent in the end, for die robustious warriors of the Man- 
hattoes : yet, in the interim, would the lion-hearted Peter 
and his myrmidons have choaked the stomachfiil heroes 
of Fyquag with their own onions, and have given the otiier 
litde border-towns such a scouring, that I warrant they 
would have had no stcmiach to squat on the land, or in- 
vade the hen-roost dTa New Nederlander for acentury to 
G<»ne. 

Indeed there was more than one cause to divert the ai^ 
tention of the good people of the east, fi:om their hostile 
purposes; for just about this time were they horribly be- 
leaguered and harassed by the inroads of the 'prince of 
darkness, divers of 'whose li^ sutgects they detected, 
lurking within their camp, all of whom they incontinently 
roasted as so many spies and dangerous enemies. Not to 
speak in parables, we «r6 informed, that at this juncture, 
the NewrEngland provmces were exceedingly troubled by 

• Has. CoL S. F^ 
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mukkudes of lotel wkclias» who wrougjbt 8tf9a\g^ dfsim 
tohegaSlemd diatieM the.nuillitode; and 9otirit)ifMl(r. 
ing numsiaai judkioiiii md Uoody lawn luid b^m.^W^ 
agauMt all << solem oonveming or ooi^ksctiiig ifitl^ tlH^.#nb 

efwitdiorafteQiitiniietoincneafie to mi khxtomgii^g^ 
that would almost tnmscend bdseg .w£» aot tbe.iM t90 
weil authendctted to be even doubted fi>r aa Jmtattt 

Wbat is pafdctdarlj vnithy ofadniiratipm.w^ tbilt # 
terrible art, ^iuchsolong has baffle tba iiaiiiMlf^sWEb- 
es, and abstrnse stadias of phUoMpheniS l^^nokigei^ 
niists^ theiii]gists» aad other si^pest vaa ekdtOy mm&oed tQ 
the most ignorant, decrepid» and ugly old vopea in the 
eonununity, arho had scanodiy more braim tium tJbu^tpooPA^ 
stidoi th^ rode upon. Where they Srsi, ^cqiiired thif 
in&mal eduewtion — ^whether firomthe wpd^ of .tfae.nQCJept 
dieurgistft-^-the demonology of the £^gyi4iaii(si-^tb§ 1^ 
mancy, or divination by arrows of the Sjytbtoivi ■ ■■ thr spe^ 
trology of the Germsni<nthe magic of.tbis FfBrsi^oSf^-lbe 
cndiantment of the Laplanders-^or &om the a^rpbiii^ d 
the dark and mysterious cav/ems of the i)om Hanji^lf^^ 
question pregnant adth many learned and ingenipw don^i 
partkulariy as most of Ijhem were totally unvera^ W. t)^ 
<accuk mysteries of the alphabet 

When once an alarm is sounded, the public^ who love 
jie«^ tobein a.panict are.notlong i» want of pi:po&to 
ta^port it ELaise but the ciy of yaUow;&ye^ .as4 WEoe- 
diately every headr-acfae, and indigestidn^ aiid.oy«iftnri|]g 
of the bile,- is pronounced the terrSda ffwdimuc, Jj^ ^ 
auumer in the present uiataQfie^. whoe¥i^ .was^.tCQi^l^ 
with a colic or lumbago, was sure to be^bewitchedy md^ 
wo to any unlucky old woman that Uved m iiis inb^ 
boiHihood. Such a jhowling abominatioiii coold oat he 
aoffisred to remain kmg umioticedf and it aooordio^ spos 

* New Flj&ioulii Saootd. 
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attracted the fiery indignation of the sober and refleetxve: 
{lakt of the 0Qmmamt7^--»more eqitcifllly of those, who^- 
whSbitee) hiul erinced so madi aetive benevoknce in the 
conversion of qnakers ttid anabaptisti. Thegrand ooms^ 
gO of the Amphjctions publidy set their fiu^es agatwt.so^ 
deadly and dangerous a sin, and a severe scrutiny took 
place after those nefiuious witches, who were easily dcM 
tected by devil's pinches^ blade cats, broomstidKs, and the 
drcomstanoe of their cmly being able to weep three teara^ 
and Jhose out of the left ey^ 

It is ikicrediUe the number of oAnc^s that we«e de^ 
lected, ^for eVery one of irhick,'' says the profoond and 
reverend Cotton Mather, in that excellent work, the his* 
tory of New En^iAnd-— ^* we have such a sufikaent evi* 
dencie, that no Treasonable man in this whole covoitry ever 
did question th«n; and it will be unreoioiubU to- do it in 
any othet*^* 

Indeed, that authentic and judicious hiirtovian, John 
Josselyn, Grekit., iimiishes us with unquestionable fiurts on 
this subject ^ There are none," observes he^^« that beg 
in this country, but there be witches too many-^^^bottle^ 
bellied witched, and others, that produce many strange 
Apparitiotis^ if you \dU believe report of a shallop at sea 
manned with women, and of a ship and great led hcofie 
isftanding^by the miainmast; the ship being in a smalLcove 
to the eastward vanished of a sudden^'' ftc 

Hie number dTdelinquehts, however, and their magt>- 
cal d^n^s, were not moie remarkable than their diabolii- 
cal obstinady. Hioug^ exhorted in the most solemn^ 
persulnfive, and affecti<Hiate manner, to confess themselves 
guilly, and be burtit fin* the good of religion and the en- 
tertainnf edt of the public, yet did they most pertinadoufiy 
persist in asserting their innocence* Such incredible ob- 
stinacy T^as ki itsdf deserving of immediate punishment, 

* Mathei^ Rut New £ng. b. vu eVi. 1. 
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and was sufficient proofs if proof were necessary, that diqf 
were in league widi the devil, who is perverseness itsdC 
But their judges were just and merciful, and were deter- 
mined to punish mme that were not conyicted on the best 
of testimony; not that they needed any evidence to satis^ 
their own minds, for, like true and experienced judges, 
their minds were perfectly made up, and they were tiiGH 
roughly satisfied of the guilt of the prisoners, before' tbej 
proceeded to try them ; but still something was neoesssij 
to convince the community at large — to quiet those {njf^ 
ii^ quidnuncs ^dio should come after them ; in shorty &e 
world must be satisfied. Oh the world, the world f-— all 
the world knows thie worid of trouble the world is eteriislr 
ly occasioning 1— The worthy judges, therefore, were driv- 
en to the necessi^ of sifting, detecting, and ™alring evident 
as noon-day, matters which were at die commencemoit all 
clearly understood and firmly decided upon in thdr own 
pericraniiuns; so that it may truly be s^id, that the witdi- 
es were burnt to gratify the populace of the day, but were 
tried for the sadsfaction of the whole world that should 
come after them! 

Finding, dierefore, that neither exhortation, sound re»- 
s(m, nor fiiendly entreaty had any avail on these hardened 
offenders, they resorted to the more urgent arguments of 
the torture; and liaving thus absolutely wrung the truth 
firom their stubborn lips, they condemned them to undergo 
the roasting due unto the heinous crimes they had con- 
fessed. Some even carried their perverseness so fir, as 
toit^^prcf under the torture, protesting their innocence to 
the last; but these were looked upon as thoroughly and 
absolutely po&sessed by the devil, and the pious bye-stand- 
ers only lamented that they had not lived a litde longer to 
have perished in the flames. 

in the city of Ephesus, we are told, that the plague was 
expelled by stoning a ragged old beggar to. death, whom 
ApoUonius pointed out as being the evil spirit that caused 
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it, find who iictually showed himself to be a demon, by 
changing. Jjfito .a shaggy, dog. In like manner, and by 
meyosifre^equfdly sagacious^ a salutary check was given to 
this gr^iwing.^yU. The witches were ^ burnt, banished, 
orpanipHStruck, andina.Uttle while there was not an u^y 
okl woman to be found throughout New England, whidi 
is doubtless one reason why all the young women there 
are so, handsome. Those honest tcSk who had suffered 
from their incantations gradually recovered, excepting such 
a&hiuib^en, afflicted with twitches and aches, which, how-. 
eyer,.^issiumed the less alarming aspects of rheumatisms, 
sciadcsjioidlnmbagos;^ and the good pec^le of New Eng- 
land, abandoning the $tudy of the occult sciences, turned 
their attention to the more profitable hocus pocus of trade, 
and soon became expert in the legerdemaii^ art of turning 
a penny. Sdll, however, a tinge of the old leaven is disr 
cemible,. even unto this day, in their characters; witches 
occasionally start up among them in djdBEerent disguises, aj| 
physicians, civilians, and divines. The people at large 
show a keenness, a cleverness, and a proAmdity .of wis- 
dom, that savours strongly of witchcraft; and it has been 
remarked, that whenever any stones fall from the moon, 
the greater part of them are sure to tumble into New £ng^ 
hind! 



CHAPTER VII. 

Which records the rise and renown of a valiant Commander ; 
showing that a man, like a bladder, may be puffed up to great" 
ness and importance by mere wind. 

When treating of those tempestuous times, the unknown 
writer of the Stuyvesant manuscript, breaks out into a ve- 

2G 
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hement apostrophe, in phdse of the good St. Nichdis; 
to whose protectiiig care he entirdy ascribes the stnage 
dissensions that broke oat in the cooncil of the Amjriiye- 
ticHis, and the direfbl witchcraft that prevaSed in the eiit 
coontry ; whereby the hostile machinati<His against the )Ie> 
derlanders were fer a time firostrated, and his fiiyomite 
city of New- Amsterdam preserved from imminent peril 
and deadly war&re. Darkness and lowering auperstitioii 
hmig over the fiiir valleys of the east-^the pleasant ksab 
of the Connecticat no longer echoed wtdi the sonnii of 
rustic gaiety— ^Kteful phantoms and portentous apparitions 
were seen in ihut air— -gliding spectnuns httunCed eveiy 
wild brook and dreary glen—strange viHcea^ made by view- 
less forms, were heard in desert sdBtnd eo a nd the border- 
towns wer^ so occupied in detecting and [nmidiiBg die 
knowing old women that had produced these alarmii^ ap- 
pearances, that for a while the province of Nieuw Nede^ 
landt and its inhiMtants were totally forgotten. 

The great Peter, therdbre, finding that nothing was to 
be immediatdy apprehended from his eastern neig^iboors, 
turned himself about, with a praise-worthy Tigilance tliat 
ever distinguished him, to put a stop to the ixisiilts of Ae 
Swedes. These freebooters, my attentive reader vrill re- 
collect, had begun to be very troublesome towards the ht' 
ter part of the reign of William the Testy, having set the 
proclamations of that doughty little governor at naught, 
and put the intrepid Jan Jansen Alpendam to a pei^ 
non plus I 

Peter Stuyvesant, however, as has already been shown, 
was a governor of different habits and turn of mind. Witht 
out more ado, he immediately issued orders for raisisg a 
corps of troops to be stationed on the southern jGraiiitier, 
under the command of brigadier-general Jacobus Vcm Pof- 
fenburgh. This illustribas waJrrior had lisen to greatim- 
portanoe during the r^gn of Wilhelmus KieA>; and if his- 
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tones gpeok tniey was second in command to the hapless 
Vfloi Curiet, when he and bis ragged regiment were inhu* 
miafy kiclced put of Fort Ciood Hope by the Yankees* 
In ooDMqaence of baying been in such a << memorable af- 
fiur,'' and of having i^eceived more wounds on a certain 
honourable part that shall be. nameless, than any of his 
comrades^ he was ever after considered as a hero» who had 
<< seen some service/' Certain it is, he enjoyed the unli- 
mited c(Hifid^ce and friendship of William the Testy; 
who would sit for hours, and listen with wonder to his gun- 
powd^ natiratives of surprising victories — ^he had never 
gained; and dreadful battles^-from which he had run a- 
way ; and the governor was once heard to declare, that had 
he lived in ancient times, he might imquestionably have 
claimed the armour of Achilles— -being not merely Uke A- 
jax, a mighty blustering man of batde; but in the cabinet 
a siscond Ulysses, that is to say, very valiant of speech, 
and long winded— «4dl which, as nobody in New- Amster- 
dam kn^ aught of the ancient heroes in question, passed 
totally unecmtradicted* 

It was tropically obfiietved by honest old Socrates, that 
heaven had infiised into some men at tl^ir birth a porticm 
of intdlectual gold; into others, of intellectaal silver; while 
otfaeni "were bounteously furnished out with abundance of 
brass and iron* Now, of this last dass was undoubtedly 
the great General Von Pc^enburgh, and from the display 
he continually made thereof, I am inclined to think that 
dame Nature, who will scHuetimes be partial, had blessed 
him with enough of those valuable materials to have fitted 
up adozen ordinary braziers* But what is most to be ad- 
mired is, that he contrived to pass off all his brass and 
copper upon Wilhelmus Kieft, who was no great judge of 
base coin, as pure and genuine gold* The consequence 
was, that upon the resignation of Jacobus Van Curlet, 
who, after the lofls of Fort Goed Hoop, retired like a ve- 
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teran general, to live under the shade of his laurels, 
mighty « copper captain '' was promoted to hiis stadoa. 
This he filled with great importance, always styling Iihd- 
self << annnuinder4nrchief of the armies of the New Ne- 
therlandsf though, to tell thetruth, the armies, or radier 
army, consisted of a handfiil of hen-stealing, bottle-bniis- 
ing raggamuffins. 

Su<^ was the character of the warrior af^iointed by Pe- 
ter Stuyvesant to defend his southern finrntier, nor may it 
be uninteresting to my reader to have a glimpse of hispov 
scm. He was not very tall, but notwidistanding^ a liage^ 
full bodied man, whose bulk did not so much arise fivan 
his being fat, as windy; being so completely indsted with 
1^8 own importance, that he resembled one of those bap 
of wind, which Eolus, in an incredible fit of generosity, 
gave to that wandering warrior Ulysses. 

His dress comported with his character, for he had al- 
most as much brass and copper without, as nature had 
stored away within. His coat was crossed and slashedy^aod 
carbonadoed with stripes of copper lace, and swathed rotoai. 
the body with a crimson sash, of the size and textoreof a 
fishing net, doubtless to keep his valiant heart Gram bunt- 
ing through his ribs. His head and whiskers were pm- 
fiisely powdered, from the midst of which his fidl blooded 
jboe glowed like a fiery finmace ; and his "^gnaniwHrns 
soul seemed ready to bounce out at a pair of large glaisy 
blinking eyes, which projected like those of a lobster. 

I swear to thee, worthy reader, if report belie not this 
warrior, I would give all the money in my podcet to 
have seen him accoutred cap-a-pie, in martial array- 
booted to the middle — sashed to the chin—collared to the 
ears — whiskered to the teeth— crowned wifli an overshad- 
owing cocked hat, and girded with a leathern belt ten inch- 
es broad, fi'om which trailed a fiiulchion, of a laigth that 
I dare not mention. Thus equipped, he strutted about. 
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'BB bitter looldng a man of war as the fiur-fiuned Mcnre of 
More Bbll^ wheax he sallied forth, armed at all points, to 
slay the dragon of Wantley* * 

Notwithstanding all the great endowments and tran- 
scendant qualities dfthis renowned general, I must con- 
fess he was not exactly the kind of man that the gallant 
Peter would have chosen to command his troops— but 
the truth is, that in those days the province did not ar 
bound, as at present, in great military characters ; wfao^ 
like so many Cindnnatuses^ people every little village-— 
wiarshalliiy out cabbages, instead of soldiers, and signa^ 
lizing themselves in the corn-field, iostead of the field of 
battle : who have surrendered the toils of war, fer the 
more useful but inglorious arts of peace ! and so blended 
the laurel with the €>live, that you may have a general for 
a landlord, a colonel for a stage-driver, and your horse 
shod by a valiant << obtain of volunteers.''— -^Neither had 
Peter Stuyvesant an opportunity (rf'choosing, like modern 
rulers, firom a loyal band of editors of newspapers— ^no 
mention being made in the histories of the times of any 
such class of mercenaries being retained in pay by govern- 
ment, either as. trumpeters, chanqiions, or body guards. 
The redoubtable General Von Po£fenburgh, ther^nre, 
was appointed to the command of the new levied troops, 
chiefly because there were no competitors for the station, 
and partly because it would have been a breach of military 
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^ •« Had joa but tieto faim in tbit dtess 
How fiefoe he look*d and boir big i 
You would have thpught him fbr to be 
Some Egyptian P<a!cupig. 

He flighted afl, aatsi dogSyand all^ 

£ach cow, eadi lunrae, and 6Rchhog$ 
For fear they did flee, for tbey took him to be 

Some strange otitlandlsh hedge-hog.** 

BaUad qfDrag. qf Want. 
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etiquette) to have appcnnted a younger oBoet ana 
head-— on hijustioe, whidi the gtcat Peter would haftttl- 
ther died than have committed. 

No sooner did this thrice valiant copper captbmteam 
marching orders, than he conducted his anay undaunted- 
ly to the southern fr<xitier ; through wild lands and » 
vage deserts ; over insunnountaUe mountains^ across kn- 
passable floods, and through impenetrable forests; en> 
countering mote perils, according to hia own aooonnt, 
than did evet the great Xenophon in his fiir fiuned re- 
treat with his ten thousand Gredans. All A» aecom^ 
plished, he established on the South (or Ddammej liv^^ 
a redoubtable redoubt, named Fort CAaiJlBSiin honour 
of a &vourtte pair of brimstone-coloured trunk breeches 
of the governor. As this fort will be found to gn% lise 
to very important and interesting events, h may be wordi 
while to notice that it was afterwards called Nieuw-Am- 
stel, and was the original germ of the present flourisluDg 
town of New-Castle, an appellation erroneously substi- 
tuted for i^o CaatU, there neither being, nor ever hatiog 
been, a castle, or any thing of the kind upon thept^nises. 

Tlie Swedes did not su£fer tamely this menacing move- 
ment of the Nedeilanders ; on the contrary, Jan Prints, 
at that time governor of New Sweden, issued a protest 
against what he termed an encroachment upcm his jurb- 
diction. — But the valiant Von Pofibiburgh had become 
too well versed in the nature of proclamations and pro- 
tests, while he served under 'William the Testy, to be in 
any wise daunted by such paper warfiu^. ffis fortress 
being finished, it would have done any man's heart good 
to behold into what a magnitude he imm^liately swelled. 
He would stride in and out a dozen times a^lay, survey- 
uig it in fix)nt and m rear; on this side and on that- 
Then would he dress himself in fiill regimentals, and strut 
backwards and forwards, for hours together, cm the top 
of his little rampart— like a vainglorious cock-pigeon va- 
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» pouring on the top of his coop. In a word, unless my 
li readers have noticed, with curious eye, the petty com- 
mander of one of our little, sniTelling, military posts, swel- 
I ling with all the vanity of new regimentals, and the pom- 
r posity derived from commanding a handful of tatterde- 
malions, I despair of giving them any adequate idea of 
the iMTodigious dignity of General Von Po£fenbui^. 

It is recorded in the delectaUe romance of Pierce Fo- 
rest, that a young knight being dubbed by king Alexan^ 
der, did incontinently gallop into an adjdning jforest, and 
bdlaboured the trees with such might and main, that the 
whole court was convinced that he was the most potent 
and courageous gentleman on the &ce of the earth. In 
like manner the great Von Poffenburgh would ease off 
that valorous spleen, which like wind is so apt to grow 
unruly in the stomachs of new made soldiers, impelling 
them to box-lobby brawls, and broken headed quarrels. 
— pFor at sudi times, when he found his martial spirit 
waxing hot within him, he would prudently sally forth 
into the fidds, and lugging out his trusty sabre, would 
lay about him most lustily, decapitating cabbages by pla-r 
toons ; belong down whole phalanxes of sunflowers, which 
he termed gigantic Swedes ; and if, peradventure, he es- 
pied a colony of honest big-bellied pumpkins quietly bask- 
ing themselves in the sun, <« Ah, caitiff Yankees,'* would 
he roar, << have I caught ye at last !'^r-so saying, with 
(me sweep of his sword, he would cleave the unhappy ve- 
getables from their chins to their waistbands : by which 
warlike havoc, his choler being in some sort allayed, he 
would return to his garrison with a full conviction, that 
he was a very mirade of military prowess. 

He next ambition of General Von Po&nburgh was 
to be thought a strict disciplinarian. Well knowing that 
discij^e is the soul of all military enterprise, he enforced 
it with the most rigorous precision ; obli^g every man 
to turn out his toes, and hold up his head on parade ; 
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and prescribing the breadth of their ruffles to aU suchis 
had any shirts to their backs. 

Haying one day, in the course of bis devoul^ researdies 
in the Bible, (fiwr the pious Eneas himself could not ex- 
ceed him in outward religion,) encountered the histoiy of 
Absalom and his melancholy end, the general, in an evil 
hour, issued orders for ending the hair of both offioeis 
and max throughout the garrison. Now it came tp ptss, 
that among his officers was one Kildermeester; a stanly 
veteran, who had cherished through the course <^ a long 
life, a rugged mop of hair, notalitde refBefo^bling the shag 
of a Newfoundland dog; terminating with an immodeiate 
queue, like the handle of a firying-pan; and. queued so 
^htly to his head, that his eyes ax^ numdi generally 
stood ajar,. and his eyebrows were drawn iq) to the top 
of his forehead. It. may m^turally be supposed that the 
possessor of so goodly an appendage would resist vitk 
abhorr^ce an order oHidemning it to the shears— -Saiap- 
son himself could not have held his locks more 3acredrr 
and on hearing the general orders, he discharged, a tepb- 
pest of veteran, soldier-like oaths, and dunder and Mizums 
—-swore he would break any man's head who attenqited 
to meddle with his tail — queued it stiffer than ever, and 
whisked it about the garrison, as fiercely as the tail of # 
crocodile. 

The edi-skin queue of old Kildermeester became inr 
stantly an affair of the utmost importance. The com- 
mander-in<-chief was too enlightened an officer not to per- 
ceive that the discipline of the garrison, the subordination 
and good order of the armies of the Nieuw Nederlandts, 
the consequent safety of the whole province, and ultimate- 
ly the dignity and prosperity of their high mightinesses, 
the lords states general, but, above all, the dignity of i^ 
great General Von Poffenburgh — all imperiously demacr 
ded the docking of that stubborn queue. He therefon 
determined that old Kildermeester should be publicly 
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jidiom of his glories in presence of the whole garris<m — 
the old man as resolutely stood on the defensive — where-r 
upon the general, as became a great man, was highly ex- 
asperated, and the of^td^ yfm Mrested and tried by a 
court martial for mutiny, desertion, and all the other list 
of oflfen^es noticed) in the articles of war, ending with a 
^ videlicet, in wearii^ an eeUskin queue, three feet long, 
contrary to orders/'— Then came on arraignments, and 
trials, and pleadings, and the whole country was in a fer^ 
ment about this unfortunato'^eue. As it is well knowQ 
that the commander of a distant frontier post has the 
power of acting pretfy mdck' aft^r his own will, there i3 
little doubt but that the veteran would have been hanged 
or shot at least, had he not luckily Mhn ill of a fever, 
through mere chagrin and mprtificiiition— and most flagi- 
tiously deserted fr<mi earthly command, with hku beloved 
locks unviolated. His obstinacy remained unshaken to 
the veiy last moment, when he directed that be shoiSd 
be carried* to his grave with his eelf«ki& qnciie sticking 
out of a hole in his coffin* ; 

Hiig magnanimous aSbir obtained the general gn^ 
credit as 'an excellent disciplinarian, but it is hiAted tjt^ 
he was ever after siibject to bad dreams, and fearful yisfn 
tationJi an the night-»when the grisly spectrum of old Kjir 
dermeester would stakid centinel by the bedside, erect a^ 
.a pump, l|is enonhous queue strutting otut lil^ the )widl^> 
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0ONTAI|raitt>TH£ SEGONDi PAATOF THE BbiaN QW WX^ 
. THE .UEAJDSiriUONQ, i ANDr HIS !«A|JLiNX .'ACHUgiVUUKHT$ 
ON nUC JlELAiWUkHE* . : 



<:HAPT£R I. 

Jti^wkick U^dtldhUtA.ji nfarUkRporirakiqfAh^ gtP€fU BHfT^roni 
km. Gemttd Vo% R^jftnkutgh dMngi^^ im9flf*M\Si»^ 

• ■ * • • 

ByiTHBBTOy most' TioierahLe and courteflBia vernier^, have 
I shown^ tiie^ tbe administration of the valorDUS Stajve- 
sant, under the mild moonshine of peaee^xMr rather the 
giim;tnmquil)i1y of awfied expectation ;;. but /nov. the war- 
drom rumbles from a&r, the .Inrazen truaqiet- ^Inrays. its 
thrilling' note^ and the 'rude dash pfhostila ansa speakB 
fiBarfiiI>ppophecie& of Qom^lg troubles. The gallant war* 
rior -starts from. Boftrepose^ from golden ^visionay. andiv»> 
luptuotts • ease ; where, in the dulcet, << piping ^time of 
peacei*' he sought sweet solace after all his toils. , No 
more in beauQ^s syren lap reclined, he weaves fiur gar- 
lands for his lady's brows ; no more entwines with flowers 
his shining «word ; nor through the live-long lazy sum- 
mer's day chaunts forth his lovesick soul in madrigals. 
To mij^nhood roused, he spurns the amorous flute ; dofls 
from his brawny back the robe of peace, and clothes his 
pampered limbs in panoply of steel. O'er his dark brow, 
where late the mjnrtle waved — ^where wanton roses breathed 
enervate love — ^he rears the beaming casque and nodding 
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dofr 'laAeer^i'>ttldtiMitt >#itb €ager pride his fiery IstMd, 
afid iKiite foir ii^iBds^^ (ifg^tiou^ 

' BaX^^tbf i^afUiy 'ituf^ ! ' I >w<MiId nothalteyoiiiftui* 
gind^iluit tmy j^f^iiOr'fdAelialftfS -dvus Udeoi^ ivith 

non, didsMisri'tli^'city tf Neiir^Aimterdiaii. i Thkisimt 
a ioftj tod gigiundc nMNlfr in i^faiGh 'heroic writers vdhrays 
talk of war, thi^eby iib give it «t noble and" imposing as* 
pect ; eqi^ping' oiir irarriors^ 'vrith buckler^ - helms, and 
lancecs ^A sodbt like^olitlafeidisk and ob8dle««'%ei^ns^' 
the tik^ whldip^rehanoe they had never seen or heard 
of; in the ^md inannef that a (cdiining statuary arrays a 
modem general, or an admiral, in the jBoeotda^etn^tti oCa 
Ceesar or an Alexknden Tht Mmple tuiththen ofall 
this oriiftorical' flourish islhis-^that the Vtsliant teeter Stuy- 
vesant, all of a'^^ud&eh feniid it necessary Da stour his 
trusty 'Made, ^whidi too long had rusted in its scabbard^ 
and preparcl 'himself to inifdfei^ tifios^ hardy toils bf war, 
ih which his itiight^'iioul so mddh' delighted. 

Methinks I at this mbftient bdK>ld him in my hni^ina* 
tion-— 01^ rat^ei^i I fa^oM his goodly portrait, whic^ still 
bahgfe) up in' the fcmily mansion of the Stuyvesants, ar<« 
rsiye^ in* aU the telrtors of a tme Dutdi getieral. His 
reghiiental*eoat'of>*Oefinan> blue, gorgeouky decorated 
widi tit'goocHy^i^how'Ofkrge'briiiSs 'buttons, reaefaing fifom 
hia waistbimd to^tiis* diin. ' Tlie vdhtminoiia skjdrta turned 
ftp at the corners^ 'and separiiting gallantly behind^ so as 
to dhplay theMS^t of a t^umptudus pair bf brimstone^^o- 
loured trunk breeches— a grai9^M<^tyle still pt^al^it 
among' tih^ warriors of our day, and which is in confimni- 
ty to the'dufiitbm of aitdeift hei^oes^ who scorned to defend 
themselvtt^ hi rear. ^-His&ee'i'endered exceeding terrible 
and wasrlULe by a/jxair of black mustachios ; his hair>sirttt^ 
ting Ottt«Bi Moh «ide in idffif pomaimned eai^locks^ and 
^kiftotnding in' avat^^tail queue bdow his waist ; a shining 
stock of black leather supporting his chin^ and a tittle^ 
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but fierce eockad-hat stuck with a gallant and ^fiery ur 
ottar hia left eye.. Such wa8.tbedhiyalric{K>rt.of Ftelsr 
the Headstrong! and wh^ci hasMleaiiii^fdett.bakiplidil' 
ed hianflidf finhljr-oii his 0olid.8i^)p<Mrter^ with lib wooden 
leg inlaid- with mhref, a little ia advamse, .in efdc^r to 
strengthen his position, his .tight hand' graqping a gyiU- 
beaded catie^ his left rating: upon the ptimiEiel ef Jiis 
sword; hb head, dressing spiiitedly to the rif^t^ with a 
Inost iqppaUing add hard-bvoul^ frown iqpcm his brow*— 
be presented altc^ther one of the mdst eommanding Ut^ 
ter looking^ and soldierlike figures that ever strotted up* 
on canvas. Proceed we now to inquire the caos^ of tftk 
warlike prqiaration. 

The encroaching disposition of the Swede% en the 
south, or Delaware river, has. been duly reootded in the 
chronides of the reign cf WilUam theTeptj« Thes^en- 
croac^hments hating beien endured with t}iat faercMc msg- 
naniitiityj which is the o^xmer-stone, or, aoooardii^to Aris- 
totle, the left hand neighbour of true courage^ blMi been 
repeated and wickedlj aggravated. 

The Swed^ who were of that class of cunniipg. jnr^ai* 
dors to Christianity, who read the Bible iqpside dovn^ 
whenever it interferes with their interests, inverted the 
golden nuodm ; and when their neighbour suflbied them 
to saiite him on the one cheek, they generally, smoto him 
oa the other also» whether turned to them ori»oC* Their 
repeated agressions had been among the munennu 
sources of vexation^ that conspired to keep the irritsble 
sensibilities of Wilhelmus Kieft in a constant fever; and 
it was only owing to the uhfortunate circumstance, that 
he had always a hundred things to do. at once, diathe 
did not take such unrelenting vengeance bm their otBami 
merited* But they had now a chieftain of ^ difieieot 
character to deal with ; and they were soon guilty of s 
piece of treachery, that threw his honest blb^ in a 6^ 
ment, and preeluded all further, sufferance. . 



PnntiE, ' tbe .governcar io£ the province of -NeUr-Swedeij^ 
being tdthetr deceiised oF,reiaaved|,for of thii &ct some wi* 
oertainty exists, was suceeeikd by Jan Sisiflg^ agigantic 
Sweden and wh(^ hadJie not been rather knock-^kneedanl 
splap&oted) mi^t have sew^ &r the uddel of afibmp 
son^ .or ia . Heorculesi : Ha was no less rapacioiiiS' thai| 
mighty^ andwithal as ccaftyas he was rapacious i soifaat^ 
in &ct, there is very Httle doubt^ bad helived^soiue foiiv. or 
five centuries hekae^ he would have, he&i one of those 
wicked giants^ whd^ took such a cruel pleasure in pocket^ 
ing distressed damselsy when gadding about tfae^'Wonidi 
and locking them up in enchanted .castles, without a toilet^ 
a change of linen^ or any other convenience. In conse«' 
quenoe of whidi enormities, they fell under the high dia* 
pleasure of- chivaky, and, all trucf . loyal» and gallmt 
kni^ts were instructed to attack. aiid slay outr^t -any 
miscreant.they mi^t happen to find^ above six &et hig^ I 
which is doubtless one reason that the raCe of laiigenien 
is nearly extinct^ and the generaticms of latt^ agesi so eiii 
ceeding small«. 

No sooner did Governor Rising^ enter upon his-office^ 
than he immediately cast his eyes /iipon the important 
post of Fort Casimir, and formed the righteous resolnp* 
tion of taking it into lus possession^fr .Thecmly thingthat 
remained to ccmsider, was the mode of carrying his.xeso* 
lotion into effect) and here I must do him the justice te 
say, that he exhdbited a humanity rarely to be met with 
among leaders, and which I have never seen equalled in 
modem times, ^Excepting amoiig the English, in their glo- 
rious affidr at Copenhagen. Willing to spare the efiii^ 
sion of blood, and the miseries of open.war&re, he be*- 
nev<dently shunned every thing • like . avowed hostility or 
regular siege, and resorted to the less, ^brious, but more 
knerci&l expedient of tFcachery. • t.. 

. Under pretence therefeie, of paying a neighbourly .j^ 
sit to General Von Po£fenburgh, at his new post of.JPort 
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Casimir, he made requisite 'pfeparatioii^ sailbd in- gieat 
«lBte up tfae< Dkdowore, disptmyei buBBg-mA^ljaemM 
oBremonkmn pynctiKo^ and'lKmoosed tke<fiMrtriHia«iddi« 
royal sidule^ )previoiis to dn4)piBg^aEichon '^Ilie'^iiaKiiiil 
noise awakelied ai Teteran I>ii(oh cendiiei^. ^wh<^ mmB-mf^ 
ping fakliiid]^ at his post, andt who ha:viiig «uffered'lHb 
itiatch to go out, oootrived tonetumtlie coxnphiaf&tLf by 
disehargiiig his Tusty musket with the spaActt^^fipt, 
whidi he borrowed from one of his oonmides* >i iWsa- 
hite indeed would have been- answered by thegou^ofthe 
fort, had they> not unfortunately beeiL out of onfaarv* luid 
the magaaine deficient in anmnmitien ■ < ■ occidentif' tbiAicli 
forts have in all ages been liable, and which wiere the 
nbre excusable in -th^ present inBtaDee^' at; -Fort ^On^]^ 
had <nily been erects about two years, and> General: Vea 
Poffenbiurgh, its mighty comnander, had* bemi. foUyoo- 
cupied with matters of much goeater importance. 

Aisingh, highly satisfied with, this 'COttrteoiia> refdy to 
his salute, treatedthe fort to a second,'fop he wdl imew 
its commander was marvellously delighted with'tfaesefitde 
cerem(»nals, which he considered as so many acts of hom- 
age paid unto hia ;gre8tness« . He thenlanded in gnst 
state, attended, by a isuite of thirty men«— a ppodigious and 
vaingk>riou$( retinue, for a petty governor of ^ petty settle- 
sient, in .those daya of primitive simplicity^ « and^ to the 
foil >as g^reat an' army as generally swells the^pon^luid 
marches in the /rear of our frontier commandera at^the 
present day. 

« 'The number in &ct might have' ivwakened suBpScion, 
had not the mind of the great Von Poff^xboigh been so 
completely engrossed with an all-pervading idea of him" 
sel^ that he had not room to. admit a ttMii^ht besides. 
In &ct he, considered the concourse of Risingh's followers 
as a compliment to himsel&«»i>s6 apt are great men to stand 
between themselves and (the: sun, and cen^etely' eclipse 
the ^uth by their own shadow. 
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It inay..readilji::be' imagi&ad, how muohfiGekierid Voii 
Pcdfenbiirgk w&a fiattenid by avisit from-so ailgu^ a perw 
scHiage^ iAhomij embairassment .wtas, haw. ihe should' re^ 
cei«e.hi]iiJui.sucfaa:iaaim6r as to appear .ta:tiie greater 
adiomta^^aad make' the j most adMantageou» impressknifi^ 
The main gaard was ordered immediately { to tnm out, 
andtheanns'^and regimentals (of which the garrison po&4 
sessed fiill hal:t««^osen suits) .were equally^ distributed. »« 
moi]|f\tbe' soldiers. One tall lank fellow appeared in in 
coat intended for a small maiv the skirts of which reached'. 
8 little- below .'his waist^ the buttons, were .between his 
shooIdeKSy. and the sleeves half-wily to. his. wrists^ so that 
hia hands looked like a couple of huge spades; and the 
coatinot being large enough to' meet in front, was linked 
together, by loops^;made of a pair of red worsted garters*; 
Another had:;ani'old{ cocked-hat^ stuck on the bads: of hisr 
head and decorated with' a bunch of cock's tails — a third: 
had a pair, of rusty gaiters hanging about his heels — ^while 
a fourth, who was a short duck-legged little Trqan, was 
eqai{q)ed.in.a:huge pair.of the general's cast-off breeches, 
whidi he fadd up with; one hand, while he grasped hia 
firdodC'Withithex>ther. The rest were accoutred in simi*^ 
lar style, excepting three graceless ragamuffins, who had 
no shirts^, and but: a pair and > half of breeches between 
thenif'- wherefore they were sent to the blackrhole, to keep 
tten out of. view. There ia iH>thing in which the talents 
of a- pvudent. 'commander, are more completely ' testified^ 
than in- thus setting matters off tO: the greatest-advantage ; 
and it is for this reason that our frontier posts at the>pre« 
sent day (that of Nkgara- for example) display their best 
suit'of r^imentals 4x1 the back of the centinel who standa 
in sight of travellers. 

His men being thus gallantly arrayed — those who lack- 
ed muskets shouldering spades and pickaxes, and every 
man being ordered to tuck in his shirt-tail and pull up his 
brogues, General Von Poffenburgh first took a sturdy 



248 HISTORY OF 

draught of foaming ale, which, like the magnanimous Mbre 
of Morehall,* was his invariable practice on all great o^ 
easions; which done^ he put himself at their bead, ordorad 
the pinp planks, which served as a drawbridge^ to be laid 
down, and issued forth from his castle, like a mighty giapt^ 
just refreshed with wine. But when the two heroes met^ 
then began a scene of warlike parade and chivalric courtesy, 
that be^;ars all description. Rising^, who^ as I befcre 
hinted, was a shrewd, cunning politician, aoid hadgrawn 
grey much before his time, in consequence of hiacrafiiDeiB, 
saw at one glance the ruling pas^on of the gneat Voa t^ 
fenburgh, and humoured him in all his yalogous.ftfiltiafn. 
Theiir detachments were accordingly drawn up.m &0Bt 
of each other; they carried arms, and they pieaented 
arms 4 they gave the standing salute and ^le passing at- 
lute :-<— they rolled their drums, they flourished thmr £fis^ 
and they waved their colours — they &ced to the left, iind 
tfa^ fiiced to the right, and they &ced to the rig^abont: 
— ^ey wheeled forward, and they wheeled bcudovard^ and 
they wheeled into echelon :-— they marched and they comh 
ter«-marched, by grand divisions, by single divisioos, and 
by sub-divisions— »by platoons, by sections, and by files— 
in quick time, in slow time, and in no time at all : fix^ 
having gone through all the evolutions of two great anniai^ 
including the eighteen manoeuvres of Dundas ; hiring esr 
hausted all that they could recoUect or imagine of mililiajr 
tactics, including sundry strange andirreguhur evdutions, 
the like of which were never seen before or since, exceptr 
ing among certain of our newly raised militia— the two 
great commandfsrs and their respective troops caiae 9t 
length to a dead halt, completely exhausted by the toils of 



M I I ■ . . as fioon as he Irose* 
To make him strong and mightj. 

He drank by the tale, six pots of ale, 
(And a quart of Aqua Vite.** 
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war* N^er did two valiant train, band captains, or two 
buflkined theatric heroes, in the renowned tragedies of 
Pizarro, Tom Thumb, or any other h^roical and fighting 
tragedy, marshal their gallows-Iooldng, duck-legged, hea- 
Tjr-heeledmjnrmidons, with more glory and self-«dmiiration. 

These military compliments being finished. General 
Von Foffenburgh escorted his illustrious visitor, with 
great ceremony, into the fort ; attended him throughout 
the. fortifications ; showed him the horn-works, crown- 
worksy half-moonsi and various other out-works ; or rather 
the places wheare they ought to be erected ; and where 
they might be erected if he pleased ; plainly demonstra- 
ting, that it was a place oi << great capability,'' and though 
at fireseBt but a Ut^e redoubt, yet that it evidently was a 
formidaUe fortress, in embryo. This survey over, he 
n0st had the whole garrison put under arms, exercised 
and reviewed, and concluded by ordering the three bride- 
well birds to be hauled out of die black hole, brought up 
to the halberts, and soundly flogged for the amusement of 
his visitor, and to convince bim that he was a great disci- 
plinarian. 

, There is no error more dangerous than for a commander 
to make known the strength, or, as in the present case, 
the weakness of his garrison ; this will be exemplified be- 
finre I have arrived to an end of my present story, which 
thus carries it^ moral, like a roasted goose his pudding, in 
the very middle. The cunning Risingh, whil^ he pr^ 
tended to be struck dumb outright, with the puissance 
df the great Von Pofienburgh, took silent note of the in- 
competency of his garrison, of which he gave a hint to his 
trus^ followers, who tipped each other the| wink^ and 
laughed most obstreperously— in their sleeves. 

The inspection, review, and flogging being concluded, 
the party adjourned to the taUe; for among his other 
great qualities, the general was remarkably addicted to huge 
isntertainments, or rather carousals ; and in one afternoon's 

8 I 
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campaign would leave more dmi men on the field, thn 
he ever did in the whole course of his militkry career. 
Many bulletins of these bloodless victmes do stfll remtin 
on record; and the whole province was onciia thrown ib 
amaze, by the return of one of his campaigns |,* wherrin it 
was stated, that though, like Captain Bobadil^ he had ooly 
twenty men to back him, yet, in the short spaee: of su 
months, he had conquered atid utterly annihilated siity 
oxen, ninety hogs, one hundiled sheqi, teii> thoasand cab- 
bages, one thousand bushels of potatoes, dnehiindreditid 
Sky kilderkins of small beer, tWo thouiMsd sev&i'hvah 
dred and thir^^ve pipes, sevefity'^ight p(nmSis''iifBagaT^' 
phtiAis, and' forty bars of ir<»/ beside sundif3r 'salA-theatB, 
game, poultry, and gardeurstuff. An achievenieBt unpar- 
alleled since the days of Pantaghiel, and fais'aU-dllvboriog 
army ; and which sSiowed that it was only ne^siypy told 
bellipotent Voii PofFdiburgh and' his gakiteen loose in an 
enemy's oountryi and' in a little while 'tiMywovdd breed a 
fiunine, and starve 'aU the -j^abttants. 

No sooner, therefore, had the ^neral reedved' liie first 
intimation of the visit of Governor Risingh, than' he <Nf? 
dered a great dinner to be prepared ;• aud 'ptiv^itely sent 
Mt a detachment of his most experienced veterans, feo rob 
all the hen-roosts in the neighbomrhood; aUd l«y -the pig* 
styes under contribution—^ service to which ihey hd 
been long inured, and whieh th^ £sch$lrg^ with oA 
incnedible zeal aiod promptitude, that thegatrison-taUe 
groained under the weight of their spoils.' ^ 

t-I wish, with all my hearty my r^ers co^d a@6:tbiitd^ 
iant Von Pofienburgb, as he presaded M ihc^ hetfd iH- die 
banquet It was a sight wordi beholdingt'^^fh^ h^ ait, 
in hk; greatest glory, surrounded by his i^Idiers^ JSiSt thai 
ftmous winorbibber, Alexander, whose tfaimy "Hrtues he 
did most ably imitate; felling astounding :St6rie9 of hia 
hitir^breadth adventures aind heroic exfdotts, at whicfa, 
though all his auditors knew them to be most incontinent 
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mnd^, cM^^gems /gai»c^^ j0t did ithey cast up .their 

eyes in admiration, and^uttfet^xtiaoy interjectioiis of ajstcm- 
ishment Nor could the general pronounce any thing that 
bore the remotest semblance to a joke, but the stout Ri- 
singh would strike hi^ brawny fist upon the table, till every 
irlass rattled airain, thrbwinir himself back in his chair, 
L uttering ^tic peals of laughter, swearing mos; 
horribly it was the best joke he ever heard in his life.-— 
Thus all was rout and revelry and |iideous carousal within 
Fort Casimir; and so lustily did Von PofiPenburghply the 
bottle^ .thai; in less than fbur. short hours he made himself 
and.his whole garrison,, who all sedulously emulated the 
de^ of their chieftain,, dead drunk, in singing songs, 
quaffing plumpers,. And. drinkidg patriotic toasts, none of 
which, .but was as \ong a& & Welsh pcfdigree^ or a plea in 
ichanc^py. , 

No. sooner did things come to this pass, than the crafty 
Risingh,and bis Swedes^ who had cunningly kept 'them- 
selves sob6r,.rbse cm.their entertainers^ tiedthem neck and 
heels^ and took, formal posseasion of die fort^ and all its 
dependencies,, in !the name ofQueen Christina of Sweden ; 
administeqhg» at the isame time, an oa^ of^allegknce to 
all:thel>utch soldiers who could be made sober enouirh 
to swallow iti iRismgh.thei^put the fortifications in oiv 
deatf a{q>6inted hi&.dika:^t:and vigilantfiriend Suen Scutz, 
a iaB,;wind?3ried,. water-drinking Swede, to the cbmmand ; 
and^departed^beazu^ witk :him this tiruly amiable garri- 
son, and* their puissant commahder, who, when* 'brought 
tahimself by a sound drubbing, bore no little resemblance 
to a f^.debdshed.fish,'^ or bloated sea^mcmster, caught upon 
drv land*' ' 

The.transportation of the garrison was done to prevent 
the trahsmission of intdligence to New- Amsterdam ; for 
innchas the cunhing Risihgh exulted in his stratagem, he 
dneaded: the vengeance of the sturdy Peter Stuyvesant, 
.^nhose name spread as much teifror in the neighbourhood^ 
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as did whilome that of the unconquerable Scalideib^ if- 
mong his scurvy enemies the Turks. 



CHAPTER 11. 

ShonHng how profound secrets are often brougki to light; with 
the proceedings of Peter the Headstrong, when he heard of the 
mitfortune of General Von Poffenburgh. 

Whoever first described ocmimon fiune^ or rumoiuvfls 
belonging to the sager sex, was a very owl for shrewdness 
She has in truth certain feminine qualities to an asumisb- 
ing degree; particulariy that benevolent anxiety to take 
care of the affitirs of others, which keeps ber continuaHy 
hunting'after secrets, and gadding about proclaiming them* 
Whatever is done openly, and in the &ce <^ the world, 
she takes but transient notice of; but whenever a transac- 
tion is done in a comer, and attempted to be shroudedin 
mysteiy, then her goddesship is at her wit's end to find it 
out, and takes a most mischievous and lady*like pleasure 
in publishing it to the world. It is this truly feminine 
propensity that induces her continually to be prying into 
cabinets of princes, listening at the key-holes of senate- 
chambers, and peering through chinks and crannie8,'whai 
our worthy congress are sitting with closed doors, delibe» 
rating between a dozen excellent modes of ruining' the n»- 
ti<»« It is this which makes her so obnoxious to all wary 
statesmen and intriguing oonunanders-^such a stumUing- 
block to private negociations and secret expeditions, which 
she often betrays by means and instruments which never 
would have been thought of by any but a female head* 

Thus it was in the ckse of the affidr of Fort Casimir. 
No doubt the cunning Risii^h imagined that, by securing 
the garrison, he should for a long time prevent the history 
of its &te fifom reaching the ears of the gallant Stuyvesant; 
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but his eSEploit was blown to the world when he least ex- 
pected it, and by one of the last beings he would ever 
have suspected of enlisting as trumpeter to the wide«> 
mouthed deity. 

Hiis was one Dirk Schuiler (or Skulker), a ^d of 
hanger-on to the gu'rison, who seemed to belong to no- 
body, and in a manner to be self-outlawed. He was one 
of those vagabond cosmopolites, who shark about the 
world, as if they had no right or business in it ; and who 
infest the skirts of society, like poachers and interlopers. - 
Every garrison and country village has one or more scape- 
goats of this kind, whose life is a kind of enigma) whose 
existence is without motive, who comes from the Ix>sd 
knows where, who lives the Lord knows how, and seems 
to be made for no other ekrthly purpose but to keep up 
the ancient and honourable order of idleness.—- This va- 
grant philosopher was supposed to have some Indian blood 
in his veins, which was manifested by a certain Indian 
complexion and cast of countenance ; but more especially 
by his propensities and habit^. He was a tall, lank fellow, 
swift oi foot, and long-winded. He was generally equip- 
ped in a half Indian dress, with belt, leg|^ngs, and moc- 
casons. His hair hung in strait gallows-lodes about his 
•ears, and added not a little to his sharking demeanour. It 
is an old remark, that persons of Indian mixture are half 
civilized, half savage, and half devil; a tliird. half being 
expressly provided for their particular convenience. It 
is for similar ^reasons, and probably with equal truth, 
that the back-wood men of Kentucky are st^ded half man, 
half horse, and half alligator, by the settlers on the Mis- 
idssippi^ and held accordingly in great respect and abhor^ 
rence. 

Tlie above character Qiay have presented itself to the 
garrison as applicable to Dirk Schuiler, whcmi they fami- 
liarly dubbed Gidlows Dirk. Cer^fon it is, he acknow- 
ledged alli^iance to no one— -was an utter enemy to work. 
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holduig it in no. xnitimer of estuoation— but iowged nhflot I ^ 
the forW depending upon cbancefor a subsistence^ g(^ | ^ 
drunk whenever he could getiiquor» and stealing wbal- 
ever he could lay his hands on. Every day or jtwok 
was «iure to get- a sound rib^nMsting for some of. his <mi8- 
demeanours,' which, however, as ,it broke, no bone^ilM I P^ 
made very light o^ and scrupled not to. repeat the ofooe 1 1°^ 
whenever aokother opportunity presented. Spmeljmesy in 
eonsequenpe of some flagrant villany, he. would jtMCond 
finomthe garrison, and be absent for a. month at a ^inut] 
bulking about the woods and swamps, with, a bag fi)id- 
ing^piece on his shoulder, laying in ambush, fivgiunei or ^^ 
squatting himself down on the edge of a pond ,C9ltdbing 
fish fbrihours together, and bearing no Uttlo^reaeanblsace 
^to that notable bird ycleped the. Mud-poke. When lie P^* 
.^ught his crimes had beea. forgotten or foigiveD, he ^ 
he. would sneak back to the fort with a bundle of 3laDfl» ^ 
ov a bunch of poultry, which, perchance he had stden, ^ 
and would exchange them for liquor,- with which,, having ^ 
weU soaked his carcass, he would lay in the sun and en- 
joy all the luxurious indolence of that swinish philosopher 
Diogenes. He was the terror of all the fiuon-yards in the 
fcountry^into which (he made feai:fulHiv6ads; and soaBoe- 
4une8 he would jnake.his sudden appearance at thegani- 
:aan at- daybreakyi with the. whole ne^hbourhood at his 
theels, (Uke a scoundrel thief of a fox^> detected in hia ma- 
iraudings,.:and hunted to his hole».; Such was .this Ppi 
.Schuiler; and from the total indi&rence he showed to 
the world: or its concerns, and from his truly Indian stoi- 
.«ism and taciturnity, no one, would evec.have. 4reamt that 
he would have been the publisher, of the treachery.of Ri- 
singh. 

When the carousal was going on, which proved so fa- 
tal to the brave Von Pofienburgh and his watchful garri- 
son. Dirk skulked about from room to room, being a kind 
'Of privileged vagrant or useless hound, whom nobody no- 
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ticed. But tboc^h a MLawof few words, yetdflce yooF 
tjuexturA peopfe) his "eyes and ears were always openly and^ 
in die course <^'his prowUngs he overheanrd the whole plot 
c^ the Swiedes. Dirk immediatdysetdedm his own noundt 
how he should turn.' the matter to his own advantage. He 
played the perfect jack^f-both-indes; that is to>sayv he 
HEiadea|)tize of every thing thateame in hisreach^^ rob- 
bed- both pturdes, stuck the copper-bound- codked^hat of 
die' puissant Von PofiPenburgH on his head; whipped a 
hnge pair of Risingh's jackboots- under h]£(am^' and took 
to hiis? heel^ jtst b^re the dettttstrophe and confusion a& 
t(he -garrison; , 

i Finding hiinsdf completely dislodged fromihiBihannt 
m-'this quiEurieiv he 1 directed: fails flight to(w«rdi$ihii& native 
places New"^ Amsterdam; f from whence i he had> formerly 
l>een obliged tb'iibsebnd precipitately,'' in consiiqaeiMie ^of 
Htisfortiiiieiin^buBinesl^^'thbtiiito saji^ lisa3(^ing^been-detee«( 
ttid in the act of (sheep-stealingi. After' w^ndetiiig mai^ 
ddys in ' the' WDodfii, ' teilitig; through • s^ii^bii^ 
brooks, swimming visu^ious rivers, and encouhtarii^ i| 
wbHdof hardships^! diad %oukir.hBy^ kilied'anyr'othisribe- 
i^g. butaa Indkov Ji back^Mod man^or the de^f heat 
lei^gdi diiriyec]^ 'faatf*famished^f and latik as ia- starved- weKi^ 
sd^ialt'CJoBmnibijiawp wfaere^liie.stokttt pMU 

died ovei^ ta IQiew? Aibstbrdipac* ! Immedkttdy >on ianding^ 
faeiTipiMr^'to Ooternbv< StayvesflM,' ^dk minM^te^jmrnk 
diai' he (had/ever spokeni bjfbrein thie whcde^sourseof hit 
lifi^ gite liii'aGOoont c€ this disastrous 'sflTair.' 

(M reeeiviBg) these: direfhl tidings, the valiant Peter 
starteftfrom^Insr^seat,; as idid'thc' stout Kin^ Arthur iwben 
at ^^ meriry Oariisile," the news was* brought him. o£ the 
uncourteousinisde^dsof the ^ grim'ba[rone''-i«*^ithoult «U 
teringa word^'he-ddshedtbep^ he wa»^ smohing^against 
the baok'of the chimhcfyy thnisA; a prodigicms qoid> of ne^ 
gro-head tobacco into his left <;hdek, pidledup his gdlir 
gasldlfis, and strode ^and down the rocmi, hummingi as 
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was customar}' with him when in a passion, a hideous 
north-west ditty. But, as I have before shown, he vu 
not a nian to vent his spleen in idle vapouring. His ban 
measure after the paroxysm of wrath had subsided, wn 
to stump up stairs, to a huge wooden chest, which senti 
as his armoury, from whence he drew forth that identkal 
suit of regimentals described in the preceding chqiter. 
In these portentous habiliments he arrayed himself like 
Achilles in the armour of Vulcan, maintaining aU the 
while a most appalling silence, knitting bis brows, and 
drawing, his breath through his clinched teeth. Being 
hastily equipped, he strode down into the parkwr, jerked 
down his trusty sword from over the fireplace, where it 
was usually suspended; but before be girded it on his 
thigh he drew it from its scabbard, and as his eye cours- 
ed along the rusty blade, a grim smile stole over his iron 
visage. It was the first smile that had visited his coun- 
tenance for five long weeks ; but every one who bddU 
it, prc^hesied that there would soon be warm work in tbe 
province I 

Thus armed at all points, with grisly war depicted ii 
each feature, his very cocked-hat assumii^ an air of vh 
oommon defiance, he instantly put himself on the alot, 
and despatched Anthony Van Corl^ar hither mud thither^ 
this way and that way, through all the muddy streets and 
crooked lanes of the city, summoning by sound of tnoBt* 
pet his trus^ peers to assemble in instant counciL— Tbis 
done, by way of expediting matters, according to tfaecus* 
tom of people in a hurry, he kept in oontinual bosde, 
shifting from chair to chair, popping lus head out of eveiy 
window, and stumping up and down stairs with his wood- 
en leg in such brisk and incessant modem, that, as we aie 
informed by an authentic historian of the times, the con- 
tinual clatter bore no small resemblance to the music oft 
cooper hooping a flour barrel. 

A summons so peremptory, and from a man of the go> 
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'srernor's metde, was not to be trifled with; the sages 
for^widi repaired to the couheil chamber, where the gkl* 
]ant Stujrvesant entered in martial style, and took his 
chair, like another Charlemagne among his Paladins. 
The counsellors seated themselves with the utmost tran-* 
qiiilllty, and lighting their long pipes, gazed with unruf-f 
fled composure on his excellency and his regimentals; 
being, as all counselors should be, not easUy flustered, 
or taken by surprise. The governor, looking around for 
a moment with a lofty and soldierlike air, and resting one 
hand on the pummel of his sword, and flinging the other 
fi>ith, in a free and spirited manner, addressed tjiem in a 
short, but soul-stirring harangue. 

1 am extremely sorry that I have not the advantages of 
Livy, Thucydides, Plutarch, and others of my predeces- 
sorsy who w^!:e furnished, as I ain told, with the speeches 
of all their great -emperors, generals, and orators, taken 
down in short^hand, by the most accurate stenogn^bers 
of the time; whereby they were enabled wonderfully to 
enrich their histories, and delight their readers with su* 
bliW strains of doquence. Not havkig such important 
auxiliaries, I cannot possibly pronounce what was the 
tenor of Governor Stujrvesant's speech. Whether he 
with maiden coyness hinted to his hearers, that << there 
wa^ a speck of wair in the horizon f that it would be ne- 
cessary tp resort to the << unprofitable trial of which could 
do each other tjhe most harm,''---or any oth&r delicate 
constr^^ction of language, whereby the odious sdbject of 
war is haiidled so fiiscidiously by modem statesmen; as a 
gentleman volunteer handles his fikhy saltpetre weapons 
with gloves, lest he should soil his dainty fingers. 

1 am bold, however, to say, from the tenor of Peter 
Stuyvesant's character^ that be did not wri^ his rugged 
subject in silks and ermines^ and other sickly trickeries 
of phrase ; but spoke forth, like a man of nerve and vi<7 
gour, who scorned to shrink in words, from those dan*^ 

8R: 
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gen iiinch be stood ready to encoimter in Teiy deri. 
This nnidi is certain, that he concluded by annooiidng 
Mi detennination ct kaiding an his troops in persoo, and 
routing these costardmonger Swedes, from their usurped 
quarters at Fort Casimir. To this hardy reHcdution, sudi 
of his council as were awake gave their usual signal of 
concurrence, and as to the rest, who had &Uen asleep a- 
bout the middle of the harangue (their << usual custom in 
the afternoon")— they made not the least objection. 

And now was seen in the fair city of New* Amsterdam, 
a prodigious bustle and preparation for iron war. Re- 
cruiting parties marched hither and thither, caUing lustily 
upon all the scrubs, the runagates, and tatterdemabons of 
the Manhattoes and its Ticinity, who had any ambition of 
sixpence arday, and immortal fame into the bargain, to 
enhst in the cause ct glory. For I would have you note, 
that your warlike heroes who trudge in the rear of coo* 
querors, are generally of that illustrious class of gentle- 
men, who are equal candidates for d^ army or the bride- 
well-- the hallierts or the whipping-post: for whom dame 
fortune had cast an even die, whether they shall make 
their exit by the sword or the halter; and whose deatb 
shall, at all events^ be a lo% example to their countiy* 
mao. 

But notwithstanding all this martial rout and invH»* 
ti<mi the ranks of honour were but scantily supfilied; so 
averse were the peaceful burghera of New-Amsterdam 
from enlistxng in foreign broils, or sdrring beyomi Aat 
home, which rounded all their earthly ideas. Upoa be* 
holding tbis» the great Peter, whose neUe heart was aB 
on fire with wtar and sweet revenge, determined to wait 
no htngar for the tardy asaistanoe of these mly citizens, 
bnt to muster vp his merry meii of tlie Hudson; who, 
bvoog^t up among Snoods and wilds and savage beasts, 
like ear yeomen of Kentucky, delisted in nothii^ ^ 
amdi as desperate adventures and periloos e)tpedidons 
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dvongh the vikkn^esc^ Thus reaohnng, im ordenKl hoM 
trusty squire^ Anthony Van Corieary to hare his state 
galley prqMored and duly yictualled; whicb being per* 
fiinnedf he attended pnbUc service at the great church of 
St. Nidiolas, like a true and pious govomcMr, and then 
leaving peremptory orders with his council to liaye the 
chivalry of the Manhattoes marshalled out and appointed 
against his return, departed upon his recruituD^ 'v^oyage 
up the waters of the Hudson. 



CHAPTER UL 

Ctmiaimng PeUr Stujfvestmfs vqjfafge up ike Hudson, aud the 
wouders and ddighU of thai renoumed river. 

Now did the soft breezes of the south steal sweetly over 
the beauteous iace of nature, tempering the panting heats 
of summer into genial and prolific warmth : when that 
miracle of hardihood and chivalric virtue, the dauntless 
Peter Stuyvesaiitf spread his canvas to the wind, and d^ 
parted finxn the fair island of Mannahata. The galley in 
which he embarked was sumptuously adorned with pen* 
dants and streamers of gorgeous dyes, which fluttered 
gaily in the wind, or droc^ed, their ends in the bosom of 
the stream* The bow and poop of this majestic vessdi 
were gallantly bedight, after the rarest Dutch &shion» 
with figures of little pursy cupids with periwigs on their 
heads^ and bearing in their hands garlands of flowers». 
the like of which are not to be found in any book c^ bo* 
tany ; being the matchless flowers which flourished in the 
g<^den age, and exist no longer, unless it be in the ima*- 
ginations of ingenious carvers of wood and discolourers 
of canvaa. 

Thus rarely decorated, in si^le befltting the ittste of the 
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puissant )x)teiitate of the Manhattoes^did the gaUqrif 
Peter Stuyvesant launch forth upon the bosom of tbe 
lordly Hudson ; which, as it rolled its broad waves to tbe 
ocean, seemed to pause for a while and swell with pride^ 
as if conscious of the illustrious burthen it sustained. 

But trust me, gentlefolk, far other was the scene pre^ 
sented to the contemplation of the crew^ from that wUdi 
may be witnessed at this degeneltite day. W^ildness and 
savage majesty reigned on the boiders of thb mi^ty 
river— the hand of cultivation had not as yet laid low the 
dark forests, and tamed the features of the landscf^; 
nor had the frequent sail of commerce yet broken in up- 
on the profound and awful solitude of ages. Here and 
there might be seen a rude wigwam perched among the 
cliffs of the mountains, with its curling colulmi of smokd 
mounting in the transparent atmosphere ; but so loftily 
situated, that the whoopings of the savage children, gam- 
bolling on the margin of die dizzy heights, fell alnMst as 
faintly on the ear, as do the notes of the lark, when lost 
in the azure vault of heaven. Now and then from die > 
beetling brow of some rocky precipice, the wild deer 
would look timidly down upon die splendid pageant as it 
passed below; and then, tossing his branching antlers in 
the air, would bound away into the thickest of the forest 
Through such scenes did the stately vessel of Peter 
Stuyvesant pass. Now did they skirt the bases of the 
rocky heights of Jersey, which spring up like everlasdng 
walls, reaching from the waves unto the heavens; and 
were fashioned, if tradition may be believed, in times long 
past, by the mighty spirit Manetho, to protect his fiivour*- 
ite abodes from the unhallowed eyes of mortals. Now did 
they career it gaily across the vast expanse of Tappaa 
Bay, whose wide extended shores present a vast variety, 
of delectable scenery — here the bold promontory, crowiH^ 
ed with embowering trees, advancing into the bay — ^there 
tbe long woodland slope, sweeping up from the shore in 
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rtch luxuriance, and terminating in the upland precipice 
-^'•^hile at a distance a long waving line of rocky height^ 
threw their gigantic shades across the water. Now would 
they pftss where some modest little interval, opening a* 
mdng these stupenddtis scenes, yet retreating as it were 
for protection intd the embraces of the neighbouriiig 
mountains, displayed a rural paradise, fraught with sweet 
and pastoral beauties ; the velvet tufted lawn, the bushy 
copse, the tinklmg rivulet, stealing through the fresh and 
vivid verdure, on whose banks was situated some little 
Indian village^ or peradveilture, the Hide cabin of some 
solitary huntet. 

Hie different periods of the revolving day seemed each 
with cunning magic, to diffuse a ditferent charm over the 
siietie. Now would the jovial sun break gloriously from 
the east, blazihg from the summits of the eastern hills, 
and sparkling the landscape with a thousand dewy gems^ 
while along the borders of the riVer were seen heavy 
nta^ses erf* mist, ' which like midiiight caitiffs, disturbed at 
his approach, made a sluggish ietreat, rolling in sullen 
rductance up the mountains. At such times all was 
brightness, and life, and gaiety i the atmosphere seemed 
of an indescribable pureness and transparency— the birds 
broke forth in wanton madrigals, and the freshening 
breezes wafted the vessel merrily on her course. But 
when the sun sunk amid a flood of glory in the west, 
mantling the heavens and the earth with a thousand gor- 
geous dyes ; then all was calm, and silent, and magnifi- 
cat The late swelling sail hung lifelessly against the 
mast— -the simple seaman with folded arms leaned against 
the shrouds, lost in that involuntary musing which the so- 
ber grandeur of nature commands in the rudest of her chil- 
dren. The vast bosom of the Hudson was like an un- 
rttflied mirror, reflecting the golden splendour of the 
heavens, excepting that now and then a bark canoe would 
steal across its surface, filled with painted savages, whose 
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gay feathers glared brightly, as perchance » lingeariiig wj 
of the setting sun (Reamed upon them fi^m the westm 
mountains. 

But when the hour cf twilight spread its magic misti 
around, then did the fiu;e of nature assume a diousuid 
fugitive charms, which to the worthy heart that seeb en- 
jojrment in the glorious works of its Maker, are inexpres- 
sibly captivating. The mellow dubious light that pr^ 
vailed, just served to tinge with illusive colours tbe scf- 
tened features of the scenery. The deceived but ddBg^ 
ed eye sought vainly to discern in the broad masses of 
shade, the separating line between the land and water; 
or to distinguish the fading objects that seemed sinking 
into chaos. Now did the busy &ncy 6uiq[>ly'the feeUe- 
ness of vision, producing with industrious craft a &iiy 
creation of her own. Under her plastic wand the banen 
rocks frowned upon the watery waste, in the semblance of 
lofty towers and high embattled castles— ^trees assumed 
the direful forms of mi^ty giants, and the inaccessible 
summits of the mountains seemed peopled with a thou- 
sand shadowy beings. 

Now broke forth from the shores the notes of an imuK 
merable variety pf insects, who filled the air with a strange 
but not inharmonious concert; while ever and anon was 
heard the melancholy plaint of the Whip<-poor*wiIl, who^ 
perched on some lone tree, wearied the ear of night with 
his incessant moanings. The mind, soothed into a hal- 
lowed melancholy by the solemn *ngrstery of the scenes 
listened with pensive stillness to catch and distingoidli 
each sound, that vaguely echoed from the shore— now 
and then startled perchance by the whoop of some strag- 
gling savage, or the dreary howl of some caitiff wol^ steal- 
ing forth upon his nightly prowllngs. 

Thus happily did they pursue their coiurse, until they 
entered upon those awfid defiles denominated the high- 
LANUS, where it would seem that the gigantic Utans had 
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erst waged their impious war with heaven^ pilung up diffi 
on cHfi, and hurling vast masses of rock in wild conftt- 
siicm. But in sooth very different is the history of these 
doud-capt mountains.^'^These in ancient days, before die 
Hudson poured his waters from the lakes, formed one 
vast prison, within whose rocky bosom the omnipotent 
Manetho confined the rebellious spirits who repined at 
Ikis control. Here, bound in adamantine chains, or 
janmied in rifted pines, or crushed by ponderous rocks, 
they groaned for many an age. — At length the conquer- 
ing Hudson, in his irresistible career towards the ocean, 
burst open their prison-house, rolling his tide triumphant- 
ly through its stupendous ruins. 

Still, however, do many of them lurk about their old 
Abodes ; and these it is, according to venerable leg^ids, 
that cause the echoes which resound throughout these 
ttwfiil solitudes ; which are nothing but their angry cla- 
mours when any noise disturbs the profoundness of their 
repose.— For when the elements are agitated by tempest, 
when the winds are up and the thunder rolls, then horri- 
Ue is the yellii^ and howling of these troubled spirits^ 
makii^ the mountains to rebellow with their hideous up- 
roar ; fcH" at such times it is said, that they think the great 
Manetho is returning once more to plunge them in gloomy 
Cftvems, and renew their intdereble captivity. 

But all these &ir and glorious scenes were lost npcm 
the gallant Stuyvesant; nought oocujHed his mind but 
thoughts of iron war, and proud anticipations of hardy 
deeds of arms. Neither did his honest crew trouble their 
vacant heads with any romantic speculations of the kind. 
The pilot at the hdm quietly smoked his pipe, thinking 
of nothing either past, present, or to come-*«those of his 
ixmirades who were not industriously snoring under the 
hatches, were' listening with open mouths to Anthony 
Van Corlear ; who, seated on the windlass, was relating 
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to them the marrellous history of those myriads of bsr 
flies, that sparkled like gems and spangles upon the dn^ 
robe of night. These, according to tradition, were origir 
nally a race of pestilent sempitemous beldames, who peo 
pled these parts long before the memory of man; beingof 
that abominated race emphatically called brtrnttonei: $pd 
who for their innumerable sins against the chUdren ofnm, 
and to liimish an awful warning to the beauteous sex, 
were doomed to infest the earth in the shape of these threat- 
ening and terrible little bugs ; enduring the internal tor^ 
ments of that fire, which they formerly carried in their 
hearts and breathed forth in their words ; but now ate 
sentenced to bear about for ever — in their tails I 

And now I am going to tell a fact, which I doubt much 
my readers will hesitate to believe ; but if they do, they are 
wel^^me not to believe a word in this whole history, for 
nothing which it contains is more truew It most be known 
then that the nose of Anthony the trumpeter was of avery 
lusty size, strutting boldly from hii countenance like » 
mouuftain of Golconda: being sumptuously bedecked wit)i 
rubies and other precious stones — the true regallaof s king 
of gpod fellows, ^^ch jolly Bacchus grants to all who 
house it heartily at the flagon. Now thus it happened, 
that bright and early in the morning the good Andiony 
having washed his burly visage, was leaning over the quar- 
ter railing of the galley, contemplating it in the glassy wave 
below. Just at this moment the illustrious sun, breaking 
in all his splendour from behind one of the high binfi d 
the Highlands, did dart one of his most potent beams full 
upon the refidgent nose of the sounder of brass — the re- 
flection of which shot straightway down, hissipg hot, intp 
the water, and killed a mighty sturgeon that was sporting 
beside the vessel ! This huge monster being with infinite 
labour hoisted on board, furnished a luxurious repast to 
all the crew, being accountedi pf exciellent flavour, excq)t» 
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ing about tbct wounc}, where it smacked a little of brim- 
stone ; and this, on my yeracity, was the first time that evei: 
sturgeon was eaten iu these parts by Christian people.* 

When this, astonishing miracle came to be made known 
to Peter .Stuyyesant, and that he tasted of the unknown 
fish, he, as may well be supposed, marvelled exceedingly; 
and as a monument thereof, he gave the name of Anthonys 
Nose to a stout promontory in the neighbourhood — and it 
has continued to be called Anthony's Nose ever since that 
time. 

But hold — Whither an; I wandering? — By the Mass, 
if I attempt to accompany the good Peter Stuy vesant on 
this voyage, I shall never make an end, for never was there 
a voyage so fraught with marvellous incidents, nor a river 
so abounding with transcendant beauties, worthy of being 
severally recorded. Even now 1 have it on the point of 
my pen to relate, how his crew were most horribly frights 
ened, on going on shore above the Highlands, by a gang 
of merry roistering devils, frisking and curvetting on a 
huge flat rock, which projected into the river — and which 
is called the DuyveFs Dans'Jtamer to this very day.— -But 
no \ Diedrich Knickerbocker — ^it becomes thee not to idle 
thus in thy historic way&ring. 

Recdllect that while dwelling with the fond garrulily of 
age over these &lry scenes, endeared to thee by the recol- 
lections of thy youth, and the charms of a thousand legend- 
ary tales which beguiled the simple ear of thy childhood; 
recollect that thou are trifling with those fleeting moments 
which should be devoted to loftier themes.— Is not time— 
relentiess time !— shaking, with palsied hand, his almost 



* The learned Hatts Megapolensis, treating of the country about 
Albany, in a letter whidi was written some time after the settlement 
thereof, says, *• There b in t!ie river great plenty of Stuxgeon, whidi 
we Chrbtians do not make use of ; but the Indians eate them greedifie." 

2 L 
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erhmifrffd bour-f^aas befere diee? — hasten tiben to pnne 
diy wcaiy task, lest tlie last sands be nm eie tfacm hsstfi- 
nished Ay history of die Manhattoes. 

Let us dien commit the daontless Peter, his brave gal- 
ley, and his loyal crew, to the protection of the Messed 
St Ificholas ; who I have no doubt will prosper him in Ini 
voyage while we await his return at the great city oTNeir- 
Amsterdam. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Dacribing the potverfMl Army tkat assembled ai Ihe ctiyofNeih 
Amsterdam'^togelher wiih the interview between Peter the 
Headstrong, and General Von Poffenburgh/ and Pete/sttM- 
timents touching w^ortunate great men. 

While thus the enterprising Peter was coastin|^ with 
flowing sail, iq> the shores of the lordly Hudson, and arous- 
ing all the phlegmatic little Dutch settlements upon its bor- 
ders, a great and puissant concourse of warriors was as- 
sembling at the city of New- Amsterdam. And here that 
invaluable fragment of antiquity, the Stuyvesant numu- 
script, is more than commonly particular; by which means 
I am enabled to record the illustrious host that encanqied 
itsdf in the public square, in front oS the lent, at present 
denominated the Bowling Green. 

In the centre then, was pitched the tent oi the men of 
battle of the Manhattoes, who being the inmates dl the 
metropolis, composed the life-guards of the governor. 
These were commanded by the valiant Stofiel Brinkeiv 
hoo^ who whilome had acquired such inunortal fiune at 
.Ouster Bay — they displayed as a standard, a beayer ram- 
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ptnU on a field dforaiige; bdng the arms of the proyinoe^ 
and denoting llie persevering, mdustry, and the ^mjphibi^ 
ous origin of the Nederhmders. * : 

On their right hand might be neen the vassals of that 
renowned M3mheer Michael Paw, -f* who lorded it over 
the &ir regions of andent Pavonia, and the lands awajr 
south, even unto^ the Navesink ntoontainsy } and was more* 
ovbr patroon' of Gibbet-Island: His standard was bome 
by hia tmsty «qiiire, CSomelias. Van Vorst ; consisting of a 
huge oyster recunAeM upon -a sea-green field ; being the 
armorial bearings of his &vourite metropolis, Communis 
paw. He brought to the camp a stout force of warricnrs^ 
heavily armed, being each dad in ten pair of liiisey wocd^ 
sey breeches, and overshadowed by broad brimmed bea» 
vers, with- short pipes twisted in their hat-bands. These 
were the men who vegetated in the mud along the shores 
of Pavonia^ being of the race of genuine copperheads, and 
i^ere fabled to" have ^[mmg froih oysters. 

At a little distance was encamped the tribe of warriors 
who camefixim the neighbourhood of Hell-OiBU«. These 
were commanded by the Suy Dams, and the Van Dani% 
incontinent hard swearers, as their names betoken — ^th^ 
^ere terrible looking fellows^ clad in broad-skirted gaber-^ 



* ITbis was Hkewise the great seal of the New Netherlands* as may 
still be seen in ancient records. 

t Bemdes what is related in the Stujvesant MS. I have found men* 
tion made of this illustrious Fatroon in another manuscript, which sajvi 
— .«* Be Heer (or tlie Squire) Michael Paw, a Dutch sul^ect, about 1 0th 
Aug. ] 630, by deed purchased Staten*Island. N. B. The same Mi- 
chael Paw had what the Dutch called a colouie at Pavonia, on the Jer- 
sej shore, opposite New-Yoric, and his overseer in 1636, was named 
Corns. Van Vorst— a person of the same name in 1769, owned Pawles 
Hook, and a large farm at Pavonia, and is a lineal descendant from Van 
Vorst.** 

t So called fiom the Navesink tribe of Indians that inhabited these 
parts — at present thej are erroneously denominated the Neversink, 6r 
Neversunk mountains. 
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dineBy of chat cvriont oK^onied cloth (tailed dumderad 
Hi^tiihig; and bore as a standavd ibrae DeriFa-damiDp 
needles, volani^ in a flame-odiiiiired field. 
' Hard bjr was the tent of the men-of battle fimnthe 
marshy borders of the Wad4Migtigy* .and lihe eouiiijr 
thereabouts-^^hese were da sour aspect, by> reason tbit 
diey liyed on crabs, wfaidi abonnd in/theae: parti ."tliqr 
witre the first iiistitutors of that hononraUt order of knigbi- 
hood, called Fly markH •kirkt ; and if tradition spesk tnie, 
did likewise introduce the fiuvfiimed step in daneii^cslkd 
««doabh trouble." Th^ were commanded « bj the 6sr- 
less Jacobus Varra Vanger, and hid moraofv, a joUj 
band of Breukelen -f* ferry^men, who perfonned a l»ave 
concerto on conch-sheUs. 

But I refrain from pursuing this minute .descriptkm, 
which goes on to describe the warriors of- JBloemen-dad, 
and We&i-hawk, and Hoboken, and sundry other places, 
well known in history and song— for now does the soimd 
of martial music alann the pecqde of New-AmstenhiDf 
sounding afiur from beyond the walls of the ca(y. Bat ibis 
alarm was in a little time relieved, for lo^ fitMn the midst 
of a vast cloud of dust, they recognized the brimstone- 
coloured breeches, and splendid silver li^ of Peter Stay- 
vesant, glaring in the sun-beams; and beheld him sp- 
proaching at the head of a formidable army, which he 
had mustered along the banks of the Hudson. And here 
the excellent but anonymous writer of the Stuyvesant 
manuscript breaks out into a brave and glorious descrip- 
tion of the forces, as they defiled through the prindpal 
gate of the city, that stood by the head of Wallnstreet 

First of all came the Van Bummels, who inhabit tbe 



* I. £. The Winding Bay^ named from the winding of its ibores. 
This has since been corrupted by the mlgar into the fFalftrAos^aandv 
the basin which shelters our infiint navy. 

•f Now spelt Brooklyn. 
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{^asant botdcM ofthiB Bnotix« Hieae were short fiBttmeDi 
weadiig^esceeediiig large trunk braecbes^: and are renowned 
£ar fisats <^tfae trencher s . they were the first mventors of 
siippaim or, ]nmh.andm2]u<--)>Close»iB.their rear marched 
4iia .¥an yiotaw, of KaatsKill, most hcMrrible qaa£fer6.0f 
ngwcfiaci and iurrant bin^pgaxts in thdr liquor,r*f> After 
them;earae the Van Felte of Groodt Esopus^ dexterous 
bomexBm, mounted jxpaatx goodly switeh-tailed « steeds of 
AefiaQfraS'broedz- these were mighQr hunters of minks 
nsnd KuiskfVats^ wheaace came the wotd^ i'r/<ry.*^TheBL the 
Van Mestf ofrKinderhoeck, valiant robbors of birds' aests, 
as their, name denotai:' to these^ if report n^ay be beIieVed» 
ase wdiindebied finr. the inivention of slap-jacks^ or buekr 
wbeat;Cakes.-*«*Then the Van Higginbottoms» of Wap^ 
pingfa Greek: these came armed wUh ferules and birchen 
rodsy being a race of schoolmasters, wfaoi.first disoov:eTed 
ithomarreilous sympiathy between the sei^ <of Imnilar and 
the se^ of intellect, and that the shortest way to get know- 
ledge into the head waa to hammer it into, the boltom««r- 
(Then the. Van :GroIIs^ of Anthony's Nose, who. carried 
'their liquor in.fidr, round little pottles^: by reason they 
•coidd not bouse it out of their canteens^ having such rare 
long noses.-^Then the Gardeniers,. of Hudson and there- 
.abouts, distinguished by many triumphant feats, such ns 
robbing waler-melon patches, smc^King rabbits out of their 
holes, and the like, and by being great lovers of roasted 
pigs'-tails : these were the ancestors of .the renowned con- 
.gress-man of that: name.-*-Then . the . Van Hoesens, of 
lSng*Singy great ohoristers^ and players upon the Jew's- 
harp : these mardied two and two, singing the great song 
of &. Nicholas.— •Thein the Couenhovens^ of Sleqiy Hol- 
low : these gave birth to a jolly race of publicans, who 
first discovered the magic artifice of conjuring a quart of 
wine Into a pint bottle.— Then the Van Kortlands, who 
lived on the wild banks of the Croton, and were great kil- 
lers i^ wild ducks, being much spoken of fear dieir skill in 
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shooting with the long bbw.-^Then the Van 
of Nyack and Kakiat, who were the first that did em 
kidc with the left foot : they were gallant bush-whadten, 
and hunters of racoons by moonlight.*— Then the Vm 
Winkles, of Haerlem, potent suckers of eggs, and noted 
ibr running of horses, and running up of scores at tavem: 
they were the fii^t that ever winked with bodi ejet it 
once. — Lastly came the Knickxrbocksrs, of the gmt 
town of Schahtikoke, where the folk lay stones iqua die 
houses in windy weather, lest they should be blown- awi^. 
These derive their name, as some say, fiK>m JTattsbr, to 
shake, and jBe&er, a; goblet, indicating thereby that tbey 
Were- sturdy tosspots of yore; but, in truth, it wss doived 
Spoai' Knicker^ to nod, and Boeken^ books^ plainly mettung 
that they were great nodders or dozers over books : from 
them did descend the writer of this history* 

Such was the legion of sturdy bush-beaters that pound 
in at the grand gate of New- Amsterdam. The Stdyvesant 
manuscript, indeed,. speai^ of many more^ whose namei I 
omit to mention, seeing that it behoves me to hasten to 
matters of greater moment. Nothing could surpass die 
joy and martial pride of the lion-hearted Peter, as he 
reviewed this mighty host of warriors; and he dete^ 
mined no longer^ defer the gratification of his mudi- 
wished-for revenge, upon the scoundrel Swedes at Fort 
Casimir. 

But before I hasten to record those unmatchable events 
which will be found in the sequel of this fidthfid history, 
let me pause to notice the &te of Jacobus Von Pofifenbor^, 
the discomfited conimander-in-chief <tf the armies of the 
New Netherlands. Such is the inherent uncharitableness 
of human nature, that scarcely did the news become pub- 
lic of his deplorable discomfiture at Fort Casimir, than a 
thousand scurvy rumours were set afloat in New- Amster- 
dam ; wherein it was insinuated, that he had in reality a 
treacherous understanding with the Swedish 
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ihmt be had long been in the practice of privately com-* 
municatiiig with the Swedes ; together with divers hints 
about ^secret-service money/'-— to all which deadly charges 
I do not give a jot more credit than I think they deserve. 
Certain it is, that the general vindicated his character 
by the most vehement oaths and protestations, and put 
every man out of the ranks of honour who dared to doubt 
his integrity. Moreover, on returning to New-Amster-r 
dam, he paraded up and down the streets with a crew of 
hard swearers at his heels,— -sturdy bottle^ompanions, 
whom he gorged and fiittened, and who were ready to 
bolster him through all the courts of justice, —heroes of 
fais own kidney, fierce-whiskered, broad-shouldered, col- 
brand-looking swaggerers, not one of whom but looked as 
though he could eat up an ox, and pick his teeth with the 
horn,. These life-guard men quarreUed aU his quarrels, 
were ready to fight all his battles, and scowled at every 
man that turned up his nose at the general, as though they 
would devour him alive. Their conversation was inter- 
tqpersed with oaths like minute-guns, and every bombastic 
rhodomontado was rounded ofi^ by a thundering execra^ 
tion, like a patriotic toast honoured with a discharge of 
artillery. 

All these valorous vapourings had a considerable effect 
in convincing certain profound sages, many of whom be- 
gan to think the general a hero of unutterable loftiness 
and magnanimity of soul, particularly as he was continu- 
ally protesting on the honour of a sddierj^^a marvellously 
)iigh-soundIng asseveration. Nay, one of the members of 
the council went so fiir as to propose they should immor- 
talize him by an imperishable statue of plaster of Paris. 

But the vigilant Peter the Headstrong was not thus to 
be deceived. Sending privately for the commander-in- 
idiief of aU the armies, and having heard all his story, gar- 
Bisfaed with the customary pious oaths, protestations, and 
A^aculations— »«< Harkee, comrade," cried he, "though l^ 
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your own account you are the most brave, i^right, lad 
honourable man in the whole province, yet do you lie tuh 
der the misfortune of being damnably traduced, and in^- 
measurably dei^ised. Now though it is certainly hard to 
punish a man for his misfortunes, and though it is very 
possible you are totally innocent of the crimes laid to your 
charge ; yet as heaven, at present, doubtless for some wise 
purpose, sees fit to withhold all proofs of your innocence, 
fiur be it from me to counteract its sovereign will Be- 
side, I cannot consent to venture my armies with a ooia- 
mander whom they despise, or to trust the wel&re of my 
people to a champion whom they distrust. Retire there- 
fore, my friend, from the irksome toils and cares of public 
life, with this comforting reflection — that if you be guilty, 
you are but enjoying your just reward — and if innocent, 
that you are not the first great and good man, who has 
most wrongfully been slandered and maltreated in tbis 
wicked world-:— doubtless to be better treated in a better 
world, where there shall neither be error, calumny, nor 
persecution. In the mean time let me never see your &ce 
again, for I have a horrid antipathy to the countenances 
of unfortunate great men like yourself." 



CHAPTER V. 

In fohich the Author ^courses very ingenuously of himself.'-^ 
After which is to he found much interesting history about Peter 
the Headstrong and his followers. 

As my readers and myself are about entering on as 
many perDs, as ever a confederacy of meddlesome knights- 
errant wilfiiUy ran their heads into; it is meet that like 
those hardy adventurers, we should join hands, bury all 
difierences, and swear to stand by one another, in weal or 
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wo, to the end of the enterpHze* My readers must doubt- 
less perceive, how completely I have altered my tone and 
deportment, since we first set out together. I warrant 
they t^en thought me a crabbed, cynical, impertinent little 
son of a Dutchman; for I scarcely ever gave them a civil 
word, nor so much as touched my beaver, when I had oa<- 
Gasi(»]i to address them. But as we jogged along together^ 
m ^e high-road of my history, I gi*aduaUy began to relax* 
to grow more courteous, and occasionally to enter into 
fitmiliar discourse; until at length I came to coni^ive a 
most social, companionable kind of regard for them. This 
is just my way — I am always a little cold and reserved at 
first, particularly to people, whom I neither know nor 
care for i and aoi only to be completely won by long in-* 
timacy. 

Besides, why should I have been sociable to the crowd 
of bow-d'ye-rdo acqutuntances, that flocked around me at 
my first appearance ? Many were merely attracted by a 
new face; and having stared me full in the titLepage, 
walked off* without saying a word; while others lingered 
yawningly through the preface, and having gratified their 
shortlived curiosity, soon dropped ofi^ one by one. But 
more especially to try their mettle, I had recourse to an 
expedient, similar to one, which we are told was used, by 
that peerless flower of chivalry, king Arthur; who, before 
he admitted any knight to his intimacy, first required that 
he should show himself superior to danger or hardships, 
by encountering unheard of mishaps, slaying some dozen 
giants, vanquishing wicked eni^hanters, not to say a word 
of dwarfs, hippogrifis and fiery dragons. On a similar 
principle, I cunningly led my readers, at the first sally, 
into two or three knotty chapters, where they were most 
wofully belaboured and buffeted by a host of pagan philo- 
sophers, and infidel writers. Though naturally a very 
grave man, yet could I scarce re&ain fi'om smiling out« 
right at seeing the utter confusion and dismay of my va 

2M 
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liant cavaliers — siome dropped down dead (asleep) cm the 
field ; others threw down my hock in the middle of Ae 
first chapter, took to their heels, and never ceased scam- 
pering until they had fairly run it out of dght ; when thej 
stopped to take breath, to tell their friends what troubles 
they had undergone, and to warn all others from venturing 
on so thankless an expedition. Every page thinned my 
ranks more and more ; and of the vast midtitude that first 
set out, but a comparatively few made shift to surviye, in 
exceecBngly battered condition, through the five introdue- 
tory chapters. 

Wimt Aen ! would you have had me take such sun- 
shine, faint-hearted recreants to my boscmi^ at our first 
acquaintance? No, no; I reserved my firiendship fer 
those who deserved it ; for those who undauntedly bore 
me company, in despite of difficulties, dangers, and fii- 
tigues. And now, as to those who adhere to me at pre- 
sent, I take them afiectionately by the hand. Worthy 
and thrice beloved readers! brave and well-tried com- 
rades 1 who have faithfully followed my footsteps througii 
all my wanderings — I salute you from my heart—- 1 ple^ 
myself to stand by you to the last; and to conduct you (so 
heaven speed this trusty weapon which I now b<dd between 
my fingers) triumphantly to the end of this our stnpendoos 
undertaking. 

But, hark ! while we are thus talking, the city orM'b#- 
Amsterdam is in a bustle. The gallant host of iiriimors 
encamped in the Bowling Chi'een are striking th^r foits; 
the brazen trumpet of Anthony Vto C(»iear makes file 
welkin to resound with portentous clangour — the dnmi^ 
beat — the standards of the Manhattoes, of Hell-gate, and 
of Michad ftiw, wave proudly in the air. And now be- 
hold whena ibe mariners are busily employed, hoistti^ the 
sailsofyoBt top-sail schooner, and thbse two clump Ini3t 
Albany vjdboipsf, which are to wafl the army of the Nede*^ 
li^dei^^ gadier imtnbrtal honours bh the Dekware! ' 
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The entire population of the cityj luan, womaii, and 
c^ijlii, turned out to behold the chivalry of NewrAmstcr- 
da^ as it paraded the streets previous to embarcation. 
Many a handkerchief was waved out of the windows.; 
many a fair nose was blown in melodious sorrow, on the 
mournful occasion. The grief of the fair dames and beaui- 
teous damsels of Grenada could not have been more voci- 
ferQU£f pn the banishment of the gallant tribe of Abencer- 
rages, than was that of the kind-hearted fidr ones of New- 
Amsterdam, on the departure of their intrepid warriors. 
Every love-sick maiden fondly crammed the pockets of 
her hero with gingerbread and dough-nuts — many a cop- 
pei* ring was exchanged, and crooked sixpence brokcDy in 
pledge of eternal constancy — and there remain extant to 
this day some love verses written on that occasion, suffi- 
ciency crabbed and incomprehensible to confound the 
whole universe. 

But it was a mpving sight to see the buxom lasses, how 
they hung about the doughty Antfiony Van Corlear; for 
he was a jolly, rosy faced, lusty bachelor, fond of his joke, 
and withal a desperate rogue among the women. Fain 
would they have kept him to comfort them while the army 
was away; for besides what I have said of him, it is no 
more tluoi justice to add, that be was a kind hearted soul, 
noted for his benevolent attentions in comforting discon- 
.splate .wiyejs during the absence, of their husbands; and 
this made. him to be very much regarded by the honest 
burghers of the city. But nothing opuld keep the valiant 
Anthony from following the beel$ of the old gqvemor^ 
whom he loved as he did his very ^Qul— ^so embraciiig all 
the young vrpuws, and giving every ^we of tbieia that h^d 
.^ood. teeth and rosj lips, a dozen hearty smacks;; he d&- 
{larted loaded with iheir kind wi^es. 
. .^qr was the jdepar^urje of the gallant Peter among the 
least causes of |>ul^c . distress^ Thojagh the old goy/^pr 
was %.|io B^e^s indjijijlgent to the follies aixd way^i^- 
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iiess cyf his subjects, yet somehow or other he had beooDie 
strangely pc^ular among the people. There is sofnediing 
so captivating in personal bravery, that, with the comtaatf 
mass of mankind, it takes the lead of most other merits^ 
The simple folk of New- Amsterdam looked upon Peter 
Stiiyvesant as a prodigy of valour. His wooden leg, that 
trophy of his martial encounters, was r^arded with refer- 
ence and admiration. Every old burgher had a budget of 
miraculous stories to tell about the exploits of Hard-kq^'g 
Piet, wherewith he regaled his children, of a long wititet 
iligtit *y find ah which he dwelt with as much del^t and 
exaggei*atioh, as do out honest cotintry yeoineti on the 
hardy adventures of old General Putnam (or as he is fa- 
miliarly termed. Old Put) during our glorious reVoltition. 
Not an individual but verily believed the old governor was 
a match for Beelzebub himself; and there was even a stray 
told, with great mystery, and under the rose, of his having 
shot the devil with a silver bullet one dark stormy night, 
as he was sailing in a canoe through Hell-gate. But this 
I do not record as an absolute &ct — perish the man who 
would let &11 a drop to discolour the pure stream of his^ 
tory ! 

Certain it is, not an old woman in New- Amsterdam bat 
considered Peter Stuyvesant as a tower of strength, And 
rested satisfied, that the public welfare was secure so long 
as he was in the city. It is not surprising then that they 
looked upon his departure as a sore affliction. With 
heavy hearts they draggled at the heels of his troop, as 
they marched down to the river side to embark. The 
governor firom the stem of his schooner, gave a shorty btrt 
truly patriarchal address to his citizens ; wherein he re- 
commended them to comport like loyal and peaceful sub- 
jects — to go to church regularly on Sundays, and to mind 
their business all the week besides. — ^lliat the women 
should be dutiful and affectionate to their husbands- 
looking after nobody's concerns butthdr own : esdi^wiog 
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all gpssippiiigs, and morning gaddings< and carrying short 
tongues and long petticoats. That the men should abstain 
from intermeddling in public concerns, entrusting the cares 
of government to the officer;s appointed to support them 
— «-staying at home, like good citizens, making money for 
themselves, and getting children for the benefit of their 
country That the burgomasters should look well to the 
public interest — not oppressing the poor, or indulging the 
rich — not tasking their security to devise new laws, but 
faithfully enforcing those which were already made — rather 
bending their attention to prevent evil than to punish it; 
ever recollecting that civil magistrates should consider 
themselves more as guardians of public morals, than rat- 
catchers employed to entrap public delinquents. Finally, 
he exhor1;ed them, one and all, high and low, rich and 
poor, to conduct themselves as well as they could; assuring 
them that if they faithfully and conscientiously complied 
with this golden rule, there was no danger but that they 
would all conduct themselves well enough. — This done, 
he gave them a paternal benediction ; the sturdy Anthony 
sounded a most loving farewell with his trumpet, the jolly 
crews put up a lusty shout of triumph, and the invincible 
armada swept ofi* proudly down the bay. 

The good people of New- Amsterdam crowded down 
to the Battery — that blest resort, from whence so ma^ 
ny a tender prayer has been wafted — so many a fair 
hand waved — so many a tearful look been cast by love- 
sick damsel, after the lessening bark, which bore her 
adventurous swain to distant climes ! — Here the populace 
watched with straining eyes the gallant squadron, as it 
slowly floated down the bay; and when the intervening 
land at the Narrows shut it from their sight, gradually 
dispersed with silent tongues and downcast countenances. 
A heavy gloom hung over the late bustling city — the, 
honest burghers smoked their pipes in profound thought- 
fulness, casting piany.a wistftil look to the weather-cQck, 
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on ttie church of Su Nicholas; and all the old women, 
having no longer the presence of Peter Stuyvesant to 
hearten them, gathered their children home, and barrica- 
doed the doors and windows every evening at sun-^own. 
In the mean while the armada of the sturdy Peter pro- 
ceeded prosperously on its voyage, and after encounteiiog 
about as many storms and water-spouts and whales, and 
other horrors and phenomena, as generally be&U adventu- 
rous landsmen, in perilous voyages of the kind; andafier 
undergoing a severe scouring from that d^lorable and 
unpitied malady called sea-sickness ; the whole squadroB 
arrived safely in the Delaware. 

Without so much as dropping andhor and giving his 
wearied ships time to breathe after labouring so long in 
the ocean, the intrepid Peter pursued his course up the 
Delaware, and made a sudden af^pearantoe befiaie Fort 
Casimir. Having sunmioned the astonished garrisou by 
a terrific blast from the trumpet of the long-winded Van 
Corlear, he demanded, in a tone of thunder, an instant 
surrender of the fort. To this demand, Suen Scutz, the 
wind-dried commandant, replied in a shrDl, whiffling voio^ 
which, by reason of his extreme spareness, sounded like 
the wind whistling through a broken bellows — « that he 
had no very strong reasons for refiisii^, e^cq>t that tlie 
demand was particularly disagreeable, as he had been or- 
dered to maintain his post to the last extremi^.'' He 
TOquested time therefore to consult with Grpvemor J^isai^lii 
and proposed a truce for that purpose. 

The choleric Peter, indignant at having his rightfiil fort 
so treacherously taken from him, and thus pertiBadously 
withheld, reftised the profiered armisttoe) an4 swore Igr 
the pipe of St. Nicholas, which like the sacred fire was 
never extinguished, that unless the fort were surrendered 
in ten minutes, he would inccmtinently storm the works, 
make all the garrison run the ganndet, and $plit their 
scoundrel of a commander,, like a fnckkd shad. To give 
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tlus menace the greater effect, he drew forth his trusty: 
sword, and shock it at diem with such a fierce and vigo* 
reus motion, that doubtless, if it had not been exceeding 
rusty, it would have lightened terror into the eyes and 
hearts of the enemy. He then ordered his men to bring 
a broadside to bear upon the fort, consisting of two swi- 
vels, three muskets, a long duck fowling-piece, and two 
brace of horse-pistols. 

In the mean time the sturdy Vaii Gorlear marshalled 
all his forces, and commenced his warlike operations. 
Distending his cheeks like a very Boreas, he kept up a 
most horrific twanging of his trumpet— the lusty choristers 
of Sing-Sing broke forth into a hideous song of battle— 
the warriors of Breukelen and the Wael-bogtig blew a 
potent and astounding blast on their conch-shells: alt 
together forming as outrageous a concerto, as though five 
thousand French orchestras were displaying their skill in 
H modem overture. 

Whether the formidable fircmt of war, thus suddenly 
presented, smote the garrison with sore dismay, or whe- 
ther the omcluding terms of the summons, which men- 
tioned Aist he should surrender « at discretion,** were 
mistakien by Suen Scutz, who though a Swede, was a very 
ebtlsiderate, easy-tempered man, as a compliment to his 
discretion, I will not take upon me to say; certain it is, 
he found it impossible to resist so courteous a demand, 
Actordingly, in the very nick of time, just as the cabin-boy 
had gone afler a coal of fire, to discharge the swivel, a 
chamade was beat on the rampart by the only drum in 
the garrison, to the no small satisfaction of bo^i parties ; 
who, notwithstanding their great stomach for fighting, had 
full as good an inclinadon to eat a quiet dinner, as to ex- 
change black eyes and bloody noses. 

Thus did this impregnable fortress once more return to 
the domination of their high mightinesses ; Scutz and his 
garrison of twenty men were allowed to march out ^\5ik 
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the honours of war ; and the victorious Peter, who was is 
generous as brave, permitted them to keep possession of 
all their arms and ammunition, the same on inspection 
being finmd totally unfit for service, having long rusted in 
the magazine of the fortress, even before it was wrested by 
the Swedes from the magnanimous, but windy Von Po^ 
fenburgh. But I must not omit to mention, that the go- 
vernor was so well pleased with the services of his fidtkbl 
squire, Van Corlear, in the reduction of this great fortraw, 
that be made him on the spot lord of a goodly domaiii in 
the vicinity of New- Amsterdam, which goes by the same 
of Corlear's Hook unto this very day. * 

The uneiuunpled liberality of the valiant Stuyvesant 
towards the Swedes, occasioned great surprise in the dty 
of New- Amsterdam ; nay, certain of those &ctious indiv^ 
duals, who had been enlightened by the political meetings 
that prevailed during the days of William the Testy, bot 
who had not dared to indulge their meddlesome hatte 
under the eye of their present ruler, now emboldened bjr 
his absence, dared even to give v^nt to their c^isuns in 
the streets — murmurs were heard in the very cooDdi 
chamber rf New- Amsterdam ; and there is no knowing 
whether they would not have broken out into downr^ 
speeches and invectives, had not Peter Stuyvesant pri* 
vately sent home his walking-rstaff, to be laid as a mace on 
the taUe of the council chamber, in the midst of his ooui^ 
sellors ; who, like wise men, took the hint, and forever a^ 
ter held their peace. 



• Pe Vriez makejB mention, in one of bis voyages, of Corlear's ffmif, 
and CoriearU Phntagie, or Bouwery, 
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Siotving the great, advantage that the author Jnai over hU reader 
in time o/hattk-r^bgether with divert portentqus movements ; 
; khich betoken, that tameihing terrible is about (o liappen. 

I^u'as a BBghtjr «MennaB, when at a cotporatioii feaBt 
lii^ fii^t spo<Hifal erf* turtle 8ioiiq[> salutes his palate, feeb.his 
'«a^>atient. appetite but tenfold quickened, and redoiiUes 
lri» vig«Toui9 attacks upon the tureen, Ivhile his voracious 
«^es, projecting from hb • head j Toll greedily round, de«> 
srooring ever^ things at taible-^^ did the mettlesome Peter 
JStugrvesaDtt feel<that liitoleraMe hunger/for martial glorjr, 
which raged "vrithm^his veryboiwdbi, inflamed by. the cap^ 
ture of Fort Caiiniier, aqd nothing: cocdd allay*it but the 
eenquest of all >Newi Sweden^ ' \ No sooner therdbre had he 
secured' his cosiqui^st^ > duui; tie stumped resolutely on, 
flushed with' suoiieiss, to^therfresh laurels at Fort Chris* 
tina**- /.: -: :-"'f :■' ■ ' '•' 1' . . •• , 
^' This was the grand Swedish post, establi^ed on a small 
river (or' as it is more improperly termed, creek) of the 
same name ; and here that crafty governor, Jan Risingh, 
lay grimly drawn up^ ISce' a gray-bearded spider in the 
citadjelofhis web. •••.'«'. 

. Butbefimwe hurry into the direM scenes that must 
Intend the imeeting of > two such powerful chieftains, it is 
advisable that we pause for a moment, and hold a kind of 
warlike council. Battles should not be rushed into pl'ecipj- 
tately by the historian and his readers, any more than by the 
general and his soldiers. The great commanders of anti- 
quity never engaged the enemy, without previously prepare 



" This is at present a flourishing town called Christiana, or Chris- 
teen, about thirty- seven miles from Philadelphia, on the post-road to 
Baltimore. 
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ing the minds of their foUowers by animating harangues*, 
spiriting them up to heroic feelings, assuring them ^tk 
protection of the gods, and inspiring them with a confi- 
dence in the prowess of their leaders. So the historian 
should awaken the attention and enlist the passions cSlk 
readers, and having set them all on fire with the impcNrtaiioe 
of his subject, he should put himself at their head, flouiidi 
his pen, and lead them on to the thickest of the fight 

An illustrious example of this rule maiy be seen in thtt 
mirror of historians, the immortal Tliucjndides. Hariag 
arrived at the breaking out of the Pelc^Kumesianwar, one 
of his commentators observes, that << he aopiids the duarge 
in all the disposition and spirit of Homer. He calilogiiR 
the allies on both sides. He awakens oar eiqwctatifans, 
and fast engages our attention. AU mankind are conoenuBd 
in the important point now going to be detidect Endea* 
vours are made to disclose futurity. Heaven itself is inlS' 
rested in the disputa The earth totters^ and nature 
seems to labour with tiie great event. This is his sokum, 
sublime manner of setting out. Thus he magnifies a war 
between two, as Rapin calls them, petty stales; and thus 
artfiilly he supports a little subject by treating it in agnat 
and noble method.'' * 

In like manner, having ccmdcicted my readers into tfat 
very teeth of peril — having followed the advenl»roiis Pder 
and his band into foreign regions-r^urrouniied by fees, 
and stunned by the horrid din of arms — at this important 
moment, while darkness and doubt hang o'er each ooming 
chapter, I hold it meet to hai^togue them, and [wepare 
them for the events that are to follow. 

And here I would premise one great advantage whidif 
as the historian, I possess over my reader; andthishis 
— that though I cannot save the life of my favourite hero^ 



• Smithes Thucyd. Vol. I. p. \xx. 
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nor «l|6oliitdly Qontmdict the event of a battle^ (tx>th which 
Ul^^eSythc^h often taken by the French writers of the 
prei^nt reign, I hold to be utterly imworthy of a scrupu- 
lous historian,) yet I can now and then make him bestow 
on his enemy a sturdy back-stroke^ sufficient to fell a 
gUint; thQugh in hcmest truth, he may never have done 
any. thing of the kind-^r I can drive his antagonist clear 
round and round the. field, as did Homer make that fine 
fellow Hector scamper like a poltroon round the walls of 
Troy; for which, if ever they have encountered one 
another in the Elysian fields, I'll warrant the prince of 
poets has had to make the most humble apologyl 

I am aware that many conscientious readers will be 
ready to cry out « foul play P* whenever I render a little 
assistance to my hero — but I consider it one of those 
privil^es- exercised by historians of all ages — ^and one 
which has never been disputed. In fact, an historian is, 
as it were, bound in honour to stand by his hero — the 
fimie of the latter is entrusted to his hands, and it is his 
duty .to do the best by it he can* Never was there a 
general, an admiral, or any . other commander, who, in 
giving an account of any battle that he had fought, did 
not sorely belabour the enemy; and I have no doubt 
that, had my heroes written the history of their own 
achieveme!nts,.they would: have dealt much harder blows 
than any. that I shaU recount. Standing forth, therefore, 
as the guardian of their fame, it behoves me to do them 
thcsamie justice they would have done themselves; and 
if I happen, to be. a little hard upon the Swedes, I give 
firee leave to any of their descendants, who may write a 
history of the State of Delaware, ta take fair retaliation, 
and belabour Peter. Stuyvesant as hard as they please. 

Therefore stand by for broken h^uls and bloody noses I 
-r-my pen has long itched for a battle — siege after siege 
have I carried on, without blows or bloodshed; but now 
I have at length ^t a chance, and I vow to heaven and 
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St Nicholas, that, let the chronicles of the times sqriAit 
diey please, neither Sallnst, Livy, Tadtns, Polybins, nor 
any other battlemonger of them aO, did ever record i 
fiercer fight, than that in which my valiant diieftains are 
now about to engage. 

And you, oh most excellent readers, whom, for yonr 
fiuthful adherence, I could cherish in the wannest corner 
of my heart — be not uneasy — trust the &te of our fiivoiinte 
Stuyvesant to me«-for by the rood, come what may, III 
stick by Hard-koppig Piet to the last; I'll make him 
drive about these losels vile, as did the renowned Laan- 
celot of the Lake, a herd of recreant Cornish knigbts; and 
if he does fidl, let me never draw my pen to fight another 
batde, in behalf of a brave man, if I don't make these lub- 
berly Swedes pay for it ! ' 

No sooner had Peter Stuyvesant arrived before fcrt 
Christina than he proceeded without delay to entrench 
hhnself, and immediately on running his first paralld, 
despatched Anthony Van Corlear to summon the fortress 
to surrender. Van Corlear was received with all due fi)r- 
mality, hoodwinked at the portal, and conducted throi^ 
a pestiferous smell of salt-fish and onions, to the dtadel, 
a substantial hut built of pine logs. His eyes were here 
uncovered, and he found himself in the august presence of 
Governor Rismgh. This chiefiiain, as I have before noted, 
was a very giantly man : and was clad in a coarse bloe 
coat, strapped round the waist with a leathern belt, which 
caused the enormous skirts and pockets to set off with a 
very warlike sweep. His ponderous legs were cased in a 
pair of foxy-coloured jack-boots, and he was straddling in 
the attitude of the Colossus of Rhodes, before a bit of 
broken looking-glass, shaving himself with a viUanoosIf 
dull razor. This afflicting c^eration caused him to make 
a series of horrible grimaces, that heightened exceecBi^ 
the grisly terrors of his visage. Oh Anthony Van C^ 
lear's being announced, the grim commander paused for « 
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moment) in the midst of one of his most hiard-favoured 
contortions, and after eyeing him askance over the shoal- 
defy with a kind of snarling grin on his comitenance, re- 
sumed his hibours at the glass. 

This iron harvest being reaped, he turned once more to 
the trumpeter, and demanded the purport of his errand. 
Anthony Van Corlear delivered in a few words, being It 
kind of short-hand speaker, a long message from his ^x- 
csellency, recounting the whole history of the province, 
with a recapitulation of grievances, and enumeration of 
claims, and ccmcluded with a peremptory demand of in- 
stant surrender; which done, he turned aside, took his 
nose between his thumb and finger, and blew a tremen'- 
dous blast, not unlike the flourish of a trumpet of defiance; 
which it had doubtless learned fi*om a long and intimate 
neighbourhood with that melodious instrument 

Governor Risingh heard him through, trumpet and all, 
but with infinite impatience ; leaning at times, as was his 
usual custom, on the pommel of his sword, and at timefe 
twirling a huge steel watch chain, or snapping his fingers. 
Van Corlear having finished, he bluntly replied, that Pe- 
ter Stuyvesant and his summons might go to the d-«>-- 1, 
-whither he hoped to send him and his crew of riagatnufins 
before supper time. Then unsheathing his brass hilted 
sword, and throwing away the scabbard-^" Fbre gad,** 
quod he, << but I will not shieathe thee again, until I make 
a scabbard of the smoke-dried, leathern hide of this runa- 
gate Dutchman.'* Then having flung a fierce defiance in 
die teeth of his iadversairy, by the lips of his messenger, 
the latter was reconducted to the portal, with all the cere- 
monious civility due to the trumpeter, squire, and ambas- 
sador of so great a commander ; and being again unblind- 
ed, was courteously dismissed with a tweak of die nose, to 
assist him in recollecting his message. 

No sooner did the gallant Peter receive this insolent riei- 
ply, than he let fly a tremendous volley of red-hot exeorai^ 
tions, that would infallibly have battered dowti\h!^^cii^Q&- 
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cations, and blown up the powder magazine^ about 
ears of the fiery Swede, had not the ramparts been le- 
markably strong, and the magazine boinb-proo£ Per- 
ceiving that the works withstood this terrifiic blast, snd 
that it was utterly impossible (as it really was in those un- 
philosophic days) to carry on a war with words, he ordered 
his merry men all, to prepare for an immediate assault. 
But here a strange murmur broke out among his trcx^ 
be^ning with the tribe of the Van Bummels, those va- 
liant trencher-men of the Bronx, and spreading frcnn man 
to man, accompanied with certain mutinous looks and dis- 
contented murmurs* For once in his life, and ojdy &r 
cmce, did the great Peter turn pale ; for he verily thought 
his warriors were gcnng to &ulter in this hour of peiiibas 
trial, and thus tarnish for ever the fiune of the province oi 
New Nederlands. 

But soon did he discover, to his great joy, that in this 
suspicion he deeply wronged this most undaunted army; 
for the cause of this a^tation and uneasiness simply was, 
that the hour of dinner was at hand, and it would have 
almost broken the hearts of these regular Dutch warriors 
to have broken in upon the invariable routine of their b»- 
bits. Beside, it was an established rule among omr valiant 
lancestors, always to fight upon a foil stomach ; and to dus 
may be doubdess attributed the circumstance that they 
(same to be so renowned in arms. 

And now are the hearty men of the Manhattoes, and 
their no less hearty comrades, all lustily engaged under 
the trees, buffeting stoutly with the contents of their wal- 
lets, and taking such affectionate embraces of their can- 
teens and pottles, as though they verily believed they were 
to be the last And as I foresee we shall have hot work 
in a page or two, I advise my readc^rs to do the same; for 
which purpose I will bring this chapter to a dose ; giving 
them my word of honour, that no advantage shall be taken 
of this armistice, to surprise^ or in any way molest, tbe 
honest Nederlanders, while i^ their vigorous rtsfmsU 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Containing the most horrible battle ever recorded' in poetry of 
prote; miik ike admmhle esiploits t^ PeUr the Headktremg. 



«< Now had the Dutchmen snatch'd si huge i^epast^" and 
finding themselves wonderfully encoaniged and animaU4 
thereby, prepared to take the field. Expectation, say^tlMi 
writer of the Stuyvesant manuscript-^Ehcpectation iiow 
stood on stihk' The world forgot to tuirh round, or rather 
stiobd still, that it might witness the- affi*ay; like afirt^ 
round bellied alderman, watching die combat of two chii 
yahdc flies lipon his jerkin. The eyes ofatt mankind^ ai 
usual in suoh cases, were turned upon Fort Christina* 
The sun, like a little man in a crowd, at a puppet>«hew, 
acampered about the heavens^ popping his head here tad 
tibere, lEdid endeayouring to get a peep between the unnuav 
nerly clouds, that obtruded diemselves in his way. Thd 
UstDriaqs 'filled their inkhoms^— the poks went without 
thieir dinners,; either that they might buy paper and goose* 
quills,, or because they could not g^ any thing tot exi^ 
«ntk}uiiy scowls sulkily iout ofits graven tb'Sele itself outi* 
<£oiie-.»»Av:kile even posterity stood mute^ gt^^g in^ g^vping 
ecstacy of Tetrbspection^. on the eventfiil- fiekL' ^ 

The hnmortal deities, who, whilom, had* seen service at 
die << afiair *' of Troy — now mounted their feather-bed 
clouds, and sailed over die plain, or mingled among the 
combatants in difierent disfguises, all itching to have a fin- 
ger in the pie. Jupiter sent off his thunderbolt to a noted 
coppersmith, to have it finrbished up for the direfid occa- 
sion* Venus swore by her chastity she'd patronize the 
Swedes ; and in semblance of a blear-eyed trull, paraded 
the batdements of Fort Christina, accompanied by Diana» 
as a segeant's widow, of cracked reputation. The noted 
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bnUy, Man, stuck two borse^istols into his bdt, diail- 
deriiig a nis^ firdodL, and gallantly swaggered at tkir 
dbow, as a dnmken ocNrporai-^-while Apollo tni^;ed in 
their rear, as a bandy-legged fifer, {daying most viUanoiiafy 
out of tune. 

On tbe odier ade, the oK-eyed Juno^ who had gamed a 
pair of black eyes ovemigfat, in one <^her curtain lecCores 
Irith old Jupiter, displayed her haughty beauties onaiM^- 
gig^waggon^— Minerva, as ia bfawny giii-«attkr, lofted 
up her skirts^ brandished her fists^ and swinne. most hero* 
indly, in exceeding bad Dutch, (having hot ktdyr studied 
the language, ) by way of keeping np the spirita cftbe sol- 
diers; while Vukan halted as a «}ub-fix)ted hkidLsmitfa, 
lately prcMnoted to be a captain of militia. All wis »kiit 
horror, ior bustling preparation; war reared his hornd 
firont, gnashed loud his iron- fsuigs^ and shocA his direfid 
crest -of brisdii^ bayonets. 

.. And Jiow the ^|igl^y chieftains marshalled out dieir 
hosts. Here stood stout Risingb, firm aa a dioiisuid 
lodcs— encrusted, with stockades, and ^iHrenched to the 
d>ia in mud batteries* — His artillery' coi^isting cf two 
swivels and a carrooade, loaded to themomle^ the toocb- 
holes primed, and a whiskered- bombardier, stationed it 
each, with lighted match in hand, waiting the word. His 
vpliant in&ntry lined die breast-work in grim arn^, esdi 
having his mustachios fiercely greased, and his hair poma- 
tomed back, and . queued so.stiffly that he grinned abbre 
the ramparts like a grisly death's head'. 

There came on the intrepid Hard-ko{^ig Piet, a second 
Bayard, without fear or rqiroadt-^his brows knit^ his teetb 
elenched, his breath held hard, rushing on like ten thou- 
sand bellowing bulls of Bashan. His fiEuthful squire. Van 
Corlear, trudged valiantly at his heels, with his trumpet 
gorgeously bedecked with red and yellow ribands, the le- 
m^nbrances c^his fiur mistresses at die Manhattoes. Hien 
came waddling on his sturdy comrades, swarming like the 
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i^yniudQOs of Achilles. There were tbc^ Van Wycks aod 
the Van Dycks and the Ten Eycks— rthe Van Ne8se$, the 
.Van Tasseh^ the V^n GrDll% the Van ^<B8ens, the Van 
Giefions, and the Van Blarcoms. The Van Warts, the 
Van Winkles, the Van Dams, the Van Pelts, the Van 
Rippers, and the Van Brunts. ; Hiere were the Van 
Homes, the Van Hooks, the Van Bunschotens,. the Van 
Gelders, the Van Arsdales, and the Van Bummels. The 
Vander Belts, the Vander H00&, the Vander Voorts, the 
Vander Lyns, the Vander Pools, and the Vander Spie*- 
gels; there came the Hoffinans, the Hooghlands, the 
Hoppers, the Cloppers, the Ryckmons, the I>yckxnans, 
the Hogebooms, the Rosebooms, the Oothouts, the Quack> 
enbosses, the Roerbacks, the Garrebrantzs, the Bensons, 
the Brouwers, the Waldrons, the Onderdonks, the Varra 
Vangers, the Schermerhoms, the Stoutenburghs, the 
Brinkerho£&, the Bontecous, the Knickerbockers, the 
Hockstrassers, the Ten Breecheses, and the Tough Bree^ 
.idieses, vith a host mor^ of valiant worthies, whose names 
are top crabbed to be written, or if they coiild be written, 
it would be impossible for man to utter-r-all fortified with 
It mighty cUnner^ ^d to use the words of ^ gre^ Pptcb 
poet, 

— -•• Brimful of wrath and cabbage !" 

. , For an instant the mighty Peter paused in the midst of 
bis career, and mounting on a stump, addressed his troops 
in eloquent low Dutch, exhorting them to fight like duy^ 
veUf aiid assuring them, that if they conquered they should 
get plenty of booty; if they fell, they should be allowed 
the unparalleled satisfaction, while dying, of r^ecting that 
it was in the service of their country; and afler they were 
dead? of seeing their names. inscribed in the ^mple of re> 
XK9wn, and handed down, in company with all the otb^ 
great men of the year, for the admiration of posterity. 
.iFinf41y> he swoie to them, on the word pf » governor} 

9 O 
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(and they knew him too well to doubt it for a moiMil,^ 
that if he caught any mollier's son of them kxddng paie, 
or playing craven, he'd curry his hide till he made Un 
run out of it like a shake in spring-time. Th&khigfpiif 
out his trusty sabre, he brandished it three^tiiiies efwet Us 
head, ordered Van Corlear to sound a treknendous d^^ 
anid shouting the word <* St Nicholas and the BfiEUifcsl- 
toes !" courageously dashed forwards. His warfike M- 
lowers, idio had employed the interval in ligbtii:^ thrar 
pipes, instantly stuck them in their mouths^ gaveafhrioos 
puff, and charged gallantly under cover of €he smoke. 

The Swedish garrison, ordered by the cunning Rkb^ 
not to fire until they could distinguish tihe whites ef their 
assailants' eyes, stood in horrid silence on the covert-way, 
until the eager Dutchmen had ascended the glads* Then 
did they pour into them such a tremendous voUey, ditt 
the very hills quaked around, and were terrified even unto 
an incontinence of water, insomuch that certain sfHriogs 
burst forth from their sides, which ccmtinue to run unto 
the present day. Not a Dutchman but would have bitten 
the dust benea^ that dreadfiil fire, had not die protectiflg 
Minerva kindly taken care that the Swedes should, one 
and all, observe their usual custom of shutting their eyes 
and turning away their heads, at the moment of dis- 
charge. 

The Swedes followed up iheir fire, by ieaping^theecnni- 
terscarp, and fiilling tooth and nail upon the fi>e^ with fu- 
rious outcries. And now might be seen prodigies ef ta- 
Ibur, of which ndther histoiy nor song have ever reeoided 
a parallel. Here was beheld the sturdy Sto£fel Brinker- 
hoff brandishing his lusty quarter-staff, like the terrible 
giant Blanderon his oak-tree, (for he scorned to cany any 
other weapon,) and drumming a horrific- time upon tk 
heads of whole squadrons of Swedes. There weie the 
crafty Van Korthindts, posted at a distance, like the Lih 
crian archers of yore, and plying it most potently with the 
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loDgrbo^i 'for.wfaidi they were so justly renowned. At 
a^filhei) plaqe. ]Hrere colle^Qte^ ^if .n^i^ knoU.the valiant 
nien qi Sudg^^Smgy wbp ^^tea.nuurcillously in the, fight^ 
fay dumntii^jbrtli the great song of St* Nicholas ; but as 
to the Gacdeniers of Hudson^ they were absent from the 
battle having been sent out on a marauding party, to lay 
wiurte die neighbouring water-melon patches. In a diffie- 
rjBntpart of fhe field might be seen the VanGrroUs of An« 
thony's nofe ; butrthey were horribly perplexed in a defile 
between two little hills,, by reason of the length .of their 
noses. There were .the Vjon Bunschotens of Nyack and 
Kakiat, so renovn^ for kicking nfith the left foot; but 
their dull availed them little at present, being short of 
i^ind, in consequence of the hearty dinner they had eaten : 
and they would irretrievably. have been put to rout, had 
they not been reinforced by a gallant corps of VoUigeur$9 
cprnposed of the Helpers, who advanced to their assis- 
tance nimbly on one foot. Nor must I omit to mention 
the incpinparable achievements of Anthony Van Corlear, 
who, for a good quarter of an hour, waged stubborn fight 
with a little pursy Swedish drummer, whose hide he drum- 
med most magnificently; and had he not come into the 
battle with no other weapon but his trumpet, would in&l- 
libly ^e put him to an untimely end. 

But; now the combat thickened : on came the mighty 
Jacobfis Varra Vanger, and the fighting men of the Wall- 
nbout ; after them thundered the Van Pelts of Esopus, 
together with the Van Rippers and the Van Brunts, bear- 
ing down all before them; then the Suy Dams. and the 
ypn Dams, pressing forward with many a blustering oath, 
at> the head qf the warriors of Hell-gat^ dad in their 
thunder- wd lightning gaberdines ; and lastly, the stan- 
dard-bearers and body-guards of Peter Stuyvesant, bear- 
ing the great beaver of the Manhattoes. 
; „ And now commenced the horrid, din, the desperate 
:ali3iggle, the maddening fercx^ity, the frantic jdespei^ation^ 
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tke confitoioii) and self-abandonment of war. "iDotcfaiMti 
and Swede commingled, tugged, panted, and bli^ed. Tbef 
hea^^ens were darkened wit^'a tempest of mi^shres'; Baogf 
went the gntis— whdck ! strack the broad sli^ords— dniiiip!' 
wcfht the' ccrdgels^-crash ! went the musket-stocka-Uilows 
*^^eks-v>cnffs<^$cratches — ^Uadc eyes and bloodjrfiow$ 
Swellmg the horrors of the scene ! Thwicfc-i-tfawadcf'dit aM 
hUclE^ helter-^skeltei*, higgledy-piggledy, hiirl^4NHrfe]r, 
head over heels,- rongh and ttnnble! — Dunder'tod hSaaml 

b'wore the Dutchmen^ spHttei' and splutter! cried Ihe 

Swedes.-— StoMi the works ! shouted Hard-kdppig Peter. 
Fire the mine ! reared stoiit Risio^h: — Tantva^lthn .' 
tWang'd the trumpet of Anthony Van Corlear— imtil sU 
Toice ahd somid became imintelligible ; grunts of poDf 
yells of fury, and shouts of triumph commingled in one 
hideous clamour. The earth shook as if struck with a 
paralytic stroke-— trees shrunk aghast, and withered at die 
sight — ^rocks burrowed in the ground like rabbits, and 
even Christina-creek turned from its course, and ran up a 
mountain in breathless terror. 

Long hung the contest doubtful ; for though a heavy 
shower of rain, sent by the " cloud-compelling Jove," itt 
some measiure cooled their ardour, as doth a bucket of 
water thrown on a group of fighting mastifts^ yet did they 
but pause for a moment, to return with tenfold fiiry to 
the charge, belabouring each other with black and bloody 
bruises. Just at this juncture was seen a vast and dense 
column of smoke, slowly rolling towards the scene of 
battle, which for a while made even the furious combatants 
to stay their arms in mute astonishment; but the wind fiir 
a moment dispersing the murky cloud, from the midst 
thereof emerged the flaunting banner of the immortal 
Michael Paw. This noble chiefbdn came fearlessly en, 
leading a solid phalanx of oyster-fed Pavonians, who had 
remained behind, partly as a corps de rtaerve^ and partly 
to digest die enormous dinner diey had eaten. These 
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AUirdy ' yeomen, nothineg daiinted, did trudge matiiiilljr' 
lQFwardy< smoking their- pipes with outi^ageous Tigour, ao 
as^to^faisethe aurfid dbiid that has be^n mentioned | but 
raaidbing ^loeedingly Aow^ being short of' leg, and of; 

great-robindify inthebelt, nn 

"And .pow the protecting deities of the army of New*^ 
Amsterdam, having unthinlangly left the fidd^* and^stepk? 
into « neighbouring tavern to refiresh- themselves with it 
pot of beer, a direM catiEUBtrophe had well nigh chanoiBd 
io he&l the Nederlandera. ' Scarcely had the myrmidona 
of the puissant Pawi attained the fixmt of' battle^ before 
the Swedes, instructed by thecunnipg Risingh, levelledn 
fliiower of blows full at their tobacco-pipes. Astounded at 
this unexpected assault^ and totally discomfited at seeing 
their pipes broken, the valiant Dutchmen fell into vast 
confusion. Already they begin to fly; like, a firightened 
drove of unwieldy elephants, they throw their own army in 
an uproar, bearing down a whole legion of little Hoppers; 
the sacred banner, on which is e^iblazoned the gigantic 
oyster of Communipaw, is trampled in the dirt; the Swedes 
pluck up new spirits, and pressing on their rear, apply 
their feet, i parte poaUy with a vigour that prodigiously 
accelerates their motion&; nor doth the raK>wned Paw 
himself fidl to receive divers grievous and dishonourable 
visitations of dioe-leather I 

But what, oh Muse ! was tlie rage oi the gallant Peter, 
when firom a^ he saw his army yield ? With a voice <^ 
thunder did he roar after his recreant warriors, putting 
up such a war-whoqp as did the stem Achilles, when the 
Trojan troops were on the point of burning all his galleys. 
The men of theManhattoes {ducked up new courage, when 
they heard their leader ; orrather, they dreaded his fier^ 
displeasure, of which they stood in more awe than of all 
the Swedes in Christendom ; but the daring Peter, not 
waiting for their aid, plunged, sword in hand, into the 
thidcest of the foe. Then did he display some .such 
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iaoradible a^evements as have oever been known me 
die jniracuIousdAyB of the giapts. Wberevar ht wcBk» 
the enemy ahnuik before hhn : with ifiepoe inyetaoMty he 
pushad fonraxd, driving the Swedes^ like dogs^ into.tUr 
own ditdb; but as he fisarlessly advanced^ the Sot, IBk 
msyiig wavea which doae upon the acndding bfzl» 
dtfonged upon his rear, and hung upon his fliBik wiA 
feacfulperiL One crafty Swede, advaiieiiig warily ca one 
ride, drove ^his dastard sword fiill at the hero's heart; hit 
die' protecting power- that watches over the sa&tf of all 
great- and good men, turned aside the hostile blades sod 
directed it to a siderfMxdcet, .vdiere reposed an finofincNHi 
iron tobaccoobox, endowed, like the shidd of AduUeiiwith 
supernatural powers, no doubt in consequence of its bong 
piously decorated with a p<MctFait of the blessed St. Nichdal. 
Thus was die dreadful blow rqidled, . .but not wUlioiit 
occasioning to the great Peter a fearfiil loss of wind* 

Like as a fiirious bear^ when gored by worrying chi% 
turns fiercely round,, gnashes his teeth^ and sprii^ iqxm 
the foe, so ^ our hero turn upon the treacherous Swede. 
The miserable varlet sought in flight for safely;, but the 
Ibetive Peter, seizing him by. an immeasurable qii^ie^ thst 
dangled firom hist head,— -<< Ah, whoreson caterpillar I" 
roared he^ <<here is what shall makedog^s meat of thee!" 
So saying, he whirled his trusty sword, and made a hbv 
that Would have decapitated him, had he, like Sriarensy 
hali* a hundred heads, but that the pitying steel struck 
diort, and shaved the queue for ever from hia cnwn. 
At that v«ry moment, a cunning ^rquebusier, perched 
on the summit of a neighbouring mound,., leyeUed his 
delidly instirum^it, and woidd have sent the gallant £toy- 
tesimt a wsSting ghost, to haunt the JS^gian shores bad 
hot the watehfol Minerva, who had just •stopped^to tieap 
her garters, saw the great peril of her &vourite due^ sod 
despatched old Boreas wkh his bellows, wriio, in the veiy 
nick of tone, just as the direful match descended to the 



NEW-YORK. , 295 

psn^ gave such a lucky blast as blew all the priming from 
the toudi-hole ! 

Thus waged the horrid fight, when the stout Basingfa) 
surveyiug the 43attle from the top of a little ravelin, 
perceived his fidthfbl troops banged^ beaten, and kicked 
by the invincible Peter. Language cannot describe the 
choler with which he was seizcKl at the sight He only 
stepped for a moment, to disburthen himself of five 
thousand anathemas; and then drawing his immeasurable 
fiiulchion, straddled down to the field of combat, with 
gome such thundering strides as Jupiter is said by Hesiod 
to have taken, when he strode down the spheres, to hurl 
his thunderbolts at the Titans. 

No sooner did these two rival heroes come &ce to &ce^ 
than they each made a prodigious start, such as is made 
by your most experienced stage-champions. Then did 
they regard each other for a moment with bitter aspect, like 
two fiuious ram*cats on the very point of a clappeixdawing. 
Then did they throw themselves in one attitude, then in 
another, striking their swords on the ground, first on the 
ri^ht side, then on the left; at last, at it they went, like 
five hundred houses on fire ! Words cannot tell the 
prodigies of strength and valour displayed on this direfid 
encounter— an encounter, compared to which the fiatr-fiimed 
battles of Ajax withHector, of Eneas indthTumus, Orlando 
with Rodomont, Gruy of Warwick with Colbrand the 
Dane, or of that renowned Webh knight, Sir Owen of the 
Mountains with the giant CUiylon, were all gentle sports 
and holiday recreations. At length the valiant Peter, 
watching his opportunity, aimed a fearfiil blow, with the 
foil intention of cleaving his adversary to the very chine; 
but Risingh, nimbly raising his sword, warded it ofi^ so. 
nantowly, that glancing on one side, it shaved away a 
huge canteen that he always carried swung on one side; 
thende pursuing its trenchant course, it severed off a deep 
ooBt-pocket, stored with bread and cheese; all which 
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dainties, rolling among the armies, occasioned a feuiil 
scrambling between the Swedes and Dutchmen, and m&k 
the general battle to wax ten times more furioiis than era. 
. Enraged to see his military stores thus wofblljr U 
waste, the stout Risingh, collecting all his forces, aiinedi 
mighty blow full at the hero's crest. In vain did his fiem 
Htde cocked^hat oppose its course; the biting sfeel clove 
through the stubborn ram beaver, and would in 
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have cracked his crown, but that the skull was of saA ^ 
adamantine hardness, that the britde weapon shivered into ^ 
pieces^ shedding a thousand sparks, like beams of gkiy, ^K 
iround his grisly visage. the 

Stunned with the blow, the valiant Peter reeled, tiimed 
up his eyes and beheld fifiy thousand suns, besides moons 
'and stars, dancing about the firmament : at length, missing 
Us footing, by reason of his wooden leg, down he came, oi 
his seat <tf honour, with a crash that shook the surrounding 
liills, and would infidlibly have wracked his anattHoiojl 
system, had he not been received into a cushion siofter than 
velvet, which providence, or Minerva, or St. Nicholas) 
or some kindly cow, had benevolently prq>ared forte 
i«eception. 

' The fiirious Risingh, in despite of that noble maxim, 
cherished by all true knights, that << fiur play is a jeirel»" 
.hastened to take advantage of the hero's fall; but just as 
he was stooping to give the &tal blow, the ever vigilant I 
Peter bestowed him a sturdy thwack over the sconce, with ' "^ 
his wooden leg, that set some dozen chimes of bells ringing 
triple bobmajors in his icerebellum. The bewildered 
Swede staggered with the blow, and in the mean time the 
wary Peter, espying a pocket pistol lying hard by, (which 
had dropped from the wallet of his faithful squire and 
trumpeter. Van Corlear, during his furious encounter 
; with tne drummer, )^ discharged it full at the head of the 
.reeling Risingh. Let not my reader mistake — ^it was not 
a murderous weapon loaded with powder and ball, but a 
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little sturdy stone pottle, charged to the muzzle with a 
dk>uble dram of true Dutch courage, which the knowing 
"Van-Corlear always carried about him by way of replenish- 
ing his valour. The hideous missive sung through the air, 
and true to its course, as was the mighty fragment of a 
rock, discharged at Hector by bully Ajax, encountered the 
huge head of the gigantic Swede with matchlesis violence. 
. : . This heaven- directed blow decided the eventful battle. 
|!|7he ponderous pericranium of General Jan Risingh sunk 
qqpon his breast; his knees tottered under him; a deathlike 
tprpor seized upon his Titan frame, and he tumbled to 
the earth with such tremendous violence, that old Pluto 
started with affirigbt, lest he should have broken through 
tl^e roof of his infernal palace. 

His fall was the signal of defeat and victoiy.— The 
Swedes gave way—->the Dutch pressed forward— rthe former 
t^>olc; to their heels— the latter hotly pursued. Some entered 
mrith them, peU nxell, through the sallyport— others stormed 
fclie bas^tion, and others scrambled over the curtain. Thus 
iig^ a little while the impregnable fortress of Fort Christina, 
^l[]bdch, like another Troy, had stood a siege of fiill ten 
hpurs, was finally carried by assault, widiout the loss of a 
l^ingle mm on either side. Victory, in the likeness of a 
gpg^tic ox-fly, sat. perched upon the cocked-hat of the 
gl^l^t Stuyvesant; and it was universally declared, by 
cJl the writers whom he hired to write the histoiy of 
liis expedition, that on this memorable day he gained a 
sufficient quantity of glory to immortalize a dozen of the 
gi^eatest heroes in Christendom I 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Tn which the author and the reader, while reposing after ike 
battle, Jail into a very grave discour s e after which is recorded 
tfte conduct of Peter Stuyvesant after his victor if. 

Thanks to St. Nicholas, we have safely finished this 
tremendous battle : let us sit down, my worthy reader, and 
cool ourselves, for I am in a prodigious sweat and agitatioQ. 
Truly this fighting of battles b hot work I and if your great 
commanders did but know what trouble they give tbeir 
historians, f hey would not have the conscience to achieve 
so many horrible victories. But methinks I hear my read- 
er complain, that throughout this boasted battle, there is 
not the least slaughter, nor a single individual maimed, if 
we except the unhappy Swede, who was shorn of his quaie 
by the trenchant blade of Peter Stuyvesant; all which, he 
observes, is a great outrage on probability, and highly in- 
jurious to the interest of the narration. 

This is certainly an objection of no little moment; but 
it arises entirely from the obscurity that envelopes the re- 
mote periods of time, about which I have undertaken to 
write. Thus, though doubtless, from the importance of 
the object, and the prowess of the parties concerned, there 
must have been terrible carnage, and prodigies of valour 
displayed before the waUs of Christina; yet, notwillistand- 
ing that I have consulted eveiy history, manuscript, and 
tradition, touching this memorable, though long fingotten 
battle, I cannot find mention made of a single man killed 
or wounded in the whole afikir. 

This is, without doubt, owing to the extreme modesty 
of our forefathers, who, like their descendants, were never 
prone to vaunt of their achievements; but it is a virtue that 
places their historian in a most embarrassing predicament; 
for, having promised my readers a hideous and unparalleled 
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battle, and having woriced them- up into a warlike and blood^^ 
thirsty state of mind, to put them off without any havoc and 
slaughter, was as bitter a disafqpointment, as to summons 
a multitude of good people to attend an execution, and then 
cruelly baulk them by a reprieve. 

Had the inexorable fates only allowed me some half a 
score dead men I had been content; for I would have made 
them such heroes as abounded in the diden time, buturiliose 
race is now unfortunately extinct* Any one of whom, if 
we may believe those authentic writers, the poets, could 
drive great armies like sheq> before him, and conquer 
and desolate whole cities by his single arm. 

But seeing that I had not a single life at my disposal, 
all that was left me was to make the most 1 could of my 
battle, by means of kicks and cuffii and bruises, and such 
like igno4)le wounds. And here I cannot but compare my 
dilemma, in some sort, to that of the divine Milton, who, 
having arrayed with sublime preparation his immortal 
hosts against each other, is sadly put to it, how to manage 
them, and how he shall make the end of his battle answer 
to the beginning; inasmuch as, being mere spirits, he 
cannot deal a mortal blow, nor even give a flesh-wound to 
any of his combatants. For my part, the greatest diffi- 
culty I found, was, when I had once put my warriors in a 
passion, and let them loose into the midst of the enemy, 
to keep them from doing mischieil Many a time had I 
to restrain the sturdy Peter, from cleaving a gigantic 
Swede to the very waistband, or spitting half a dozen lit- 
tle fdlows on his sword, like so many sparrows. And 
when 1 had set some hundreds of missives flying in the 
air, I did not dare to suffer one of them to reach the 
ground, lest it should have put an end to' some unlucky 
Dutchman. 

The reader cannot conceive how mortifying it is to a 
writer, dius in a manner to have his hands tied, and how 
many tempting opportunities I had to wink at,' where I 
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might have made as fine a death-blow, as any recordedin 
hiatoiy or song. 

From my own experience, I b^^in to doubt most po- 
tendy of the authenticity of many of Homer's stories. I 
verily believe, that when he had once launched one of hig 
finvourite heroes among a crowd of the enCTiy, be cot 
down many an honest fellow, without any authority forsD 
doing, excepting that he presented a fidr mark — and tbat 
often a poor devil was sent to grim Pluto's domains, mere- 
ly because he had a name that would give a sounding tnm 
to a period. But I disclaim all such unprincipled liber- 
ties — let me but have truth and the law on my side^ and 
no man would fight harder than myself: but since the va- 
rious records I consulted did not warrant it, I had too 
much conscience to kill a single soldier.*— By St. Nicholas, 
but it would have been a pretty piece of buisiness. My 
enemies, the critics, who I foresee will be ready enough 
to lay any crime they can discover at my door ^ mi^t hove 
charged me with murder outright; and I should have 
esteemed myself lucky to escape with no harsher verdict 
than manslaughter. 

And now, gende reader, that we are tranquilly sitting 
down here, smoking our pipes, permit me to indulge in a 
melanch(dy reflection which at this moment passes across 
my mind. How vain, how fleeting, how uncertain, are 
all those gaudy bubbles after which we are panting and 
toiling in this world of fair delusions. The wealth which 
the miser has amassed with so many weary days, so many 
sleepless nights, a spendthrift heir may squander away in 
joyless prodigality. The noblest monuments which pride 
has ever reared to perpetuate a name, die hand of time 
will shortly tumble into ruins ; and even the brightest Ian* 
rels, gained by feats of arms, may wither and be Sor ever 
blighted by the chilling n^lect of mankind. « How many 
illustrious heroes," says die good Boetius, « who were 
once the pride and glory of the age, hath the silence of 
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s Ustoiians buried in' eternal oblivion!" And this it wag 
that induced the l^artans when they went to battle^ so^ 
ti lemnly to sacrifice to the muses, supplicating that their 
I adiievemetits should be worthily recorded. Had not Ho- 
I xner tuned his lofty lyre, ' observes the elegant Qcero, the 
({ valour of Achilles had remained unsung. And such too^ 
c after all the toils and perils he had braved, after all the 
A gallant actions he had achieved, such too had nearly been 
I die fate of the chivalric Peter Stuyvesant, but that I for- 
E tnnately stepped in and engraved his name on the indeli- 
9 ble tablet of history, just as the caitiff Time was silently 
I brushing it away .for ever! 

I - The more I reflect, the more am I astcmished at the 
j important character of the historian. He is the sovereign 
J* censor, to decide upon the renown or infamy of his fellow- 
, men. He is the patron of kings and conquerors, on whom 
,t it depends whether they shall live in after ages, or be for- 
i gotten as were their ancestors before them. The tyrant 
j may oppress while the object of his tj^anny exists ; but 
^ the historian possesses superior might, for his power ex- 
tends even beyond the grave. The shades of d^>arted 
. and long foigotten heroes anxiously bend down from 
above, while he writes, watching edch movement of his 
pen, whether it shall pass by their nan^s with neglect, or 
inscribe them on the deathless pages of renown. Even 
the drop of ink that hangs trembling oil his pen, which 
he may either dash upon the floor^ or waste in idle scrawl- 
ings — ^tbat very drop, which to him is not worth the twen- 
tieth part of a &rthing, may be of incalculable value to 
some departed worthy— -may elevate half a score, in one 
mmnentrTimmortdity, who would hare given worlds, 
had they possessed them, to insure the glorious meed. 

Let not my readers ima^e, however^ that I am in- 
didging in vainglorious boastings, or am anxious- to blazon 
forUi die importance of my tribe. 'Oa the contrary, I 
siurink when I refleet on the awfiil- re£q[>^isslHliCy #e his- 
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torians assume — I idiudder to think what direfol coniih 
tions and calamities we occasion in the world— I swear t^ 
thee, honest reader, as I am a man^ I weep at thefei; 
idea!— Why, let me ask, are so niiudy illustrious ifta 
daily tearing themselves away from the embraces cS dtdr 
fiunilies— sighting the smiles of beaaty— despising the 
allurements of fortune, and exposing tbemselyes to tk 
miseries of war ?— Why are kings desolating empires, aad 
depopulating whole countries ?— In short, what indices 
all great men, of all ages and countries, to commit so 
many victories and misdeeds, and inflict so many miseries 
upon mankind and on themselves, but the mere hope (fait 
some historian will kindly take them into notice, and ad- 
mit them into a comer of his volume. For, in short, llie 
mighty object of all their toils, their hardships, and pri- 
vations, is nothing but immortal fame — and what is im- 
mortal fame ! why, half a page of dirty paper i 

Alas ! alas ! how humiliating the idea — that the renown 
of so great a man as Peter Stuyvesant should depend up- 
on the pen of so little a man as Diedrich Elnic^kerbodLer! 
And now, having refreshed ourselves after the &tigaes 
ana perils of the field, it behoves us to return once more 
to the scene of conflict, and inquire what were the itesults 
of this renowned conquest. The fortress of Christina 
being the fair metropplis, and in a manner the key to New 
Sweden, its capture was speedily followed by the entire 
subjugation of the province. This was not a litde prt)- 
moted by the gallant and courteous deportment of the 
chivalric Peter. Though a man terrible in battle, yet in 
the hour of victory was he endued with a spirit generous, 
merciful, and humane. — He vaunted not over his enemies, 
nor did he make defeat more galling by unmanly insults; 
for like that mirror of knightly virtue, the renowned Pa- 
ladin Orlando, he was more anxious to do great actions) 
than to talk of them after they were done. He put no man 
to death ; ordered no houses to be burnt down ; permitted 
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no ravages to be perpetrated on the property of the van- 
quished ; and even gave one ol* his bravest officers a severe 
i admonition with his walking-staff, for having been detected 
i in die act of sacking a hen-roost« 

■ He moreover issued a proclamation, inviting the inha- 
A bitants to submit to the authority of their high migfati- 
3f Besses; but declaring; with unexampled clemency, that, 
^ whoever refused should be lodged at the public expense, 
1^ in a goodly castle provided for the purpose, and have an 
,( armed retinue to wait on them in the bargain. In conse- 
y quence of these beneficent terms, about thirty Swedes 
^ stepped manfully forward and took the oath of allegiance; 
^ in reward for which they were graciously permitted to re- 
main on the banks of the Delaware, where their descend- 
ants reside at this very day. But I am told by divers 
' observant travellers, that they have never been able to get 
over the chap-fidlen looks of their ant^estors, and do still 
unaccountably transmit from &ther to son, manifest murks 
^ of the sound drubbing given them by the sturdy Amster*- 
dammers. 

The whole country of New Sweden having thus yielded 
to the arms of the triumphant Peter, was reduced to a 
€X>lony called South River, and placed under th^ superin- 
tendence of a lieutenant governor; subject to the control 
of the supreme government at New- Amsterdam. This 
great dignitary was called Mjmheer William Beekman, or 
rather Beck-man, who derived his surname, as did Ovidius 
Naso of yore, from the lordly dimensions of his nose, which 
projected from the centre of his countenance, like the beak 
ef a parrot. He was die great progenitor of the tribe of 
the Beekman^, one of the most ancient and honourable 
fiunilies of the province, the members of which do grate- 
fiiUy commemorate the origin of their dignity, not as your 
noble families in England would do, by having a glowing 
proboscis emblazoned in their escuteheon, but by one 
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and all, wearing .a right goodly dqm^, stuck in tl^ 
middle of their faces. 

Thufi was this perilous enterprize gloriously temunated, 
with the loss of only two men : Wolfisrt Van I^rne, s 
tall spare man» who was knocked overboard by the. boom 
of a sloop, in a flaw of wind ; and &t Bronx Van Bunupd, 
who was suddenly carried, off by au mdigestioQ: boA, 
however, were immortalized, as hayiug bravely feUenin 
the service of their country. True, it is, Peter Stapemi 
had one of his limbs terribly fractured, being shattered to 
pieces in the act of storming the fortress ; but as it was 
fortunately his wooden leg, the wound was promptly aod 
effectually healed. 

And now nothing remains to this branch of my lustoiy, 
but to mention, that this immaculate hero, an<) his victoii- 
ous army, returned joyously to the Manhattoes, TpfliyKjng 
under the shade of their laurels, as did the; foUowenof 
young Malcolm, under the moving, forest of DunsJDane. 
Thus did they m^e a solemn and triun^phaqt entry into 
New- Amsterdam, bearing with them the conquered K- 
singh, and the^remnant of his battered crew, who hadie* 
fiised allegiance. For it app^^ars that the gigantiq Swede 
had only fallen into a swo^nd, at the end of the tootle, 
from whence he was speedily restored by a wholesome 
twieak of the nose. 

These ci^tive heroes were lodged, according to the 
^omise of the governor, at the public expense, in a fiur 
and. spacious castle; being the prison of state, of wluch 
Stoffel Brinkerhoff, the immortal conqueror of Opixx 
Bay, was appointed governor; and which has ever ance 
remained in the possession of his descendants.* 



* This castle, though very much altered and modemiind. if fUtt^ip 
being, uid stands at the CQxner of Pearl-stre^t» %ing Coentie's 
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It i«ras a pleasant and goodly sight to witness tho joy of 
the people of NeV'-Amsterdiun^ at t>ebo]4ing their- wanv 
ors. once more returned, fr^n^i this war :in the wikfeni^ss^ 
The old women thronged round Anthony Van Corlear» 
who gare the whole history of the campaign with ma^chr 
I^ss ^c^xracyi; saving that he took the credit of figh ti n g 
the whole battl^ bi]?9self, and espedally p^ vanqiiisbpxg thi^ 
stout Risingh, whidb he^ cpnsiderjed bims^f 9S iPlwdly 
entitled to, seeing that it was effected by bis own ston^ 
pottle. 

The schoolmasters throughout the town gave holiday 
tp their little urchins, who followed in droves after the 
drums, with paper caps on their heads, and sticks in their 
breeches, thus taking the first lesson in the art of wan 
As to the sturdy rabble, they dironged at the heels of Pe-* 
ter Stuyvesant wherever he went, waving their greasy 
hats in the air, and shouting << Hard*koppig Piet for 
iever !" 

It was, indeed, a day of roaring rout and jubilee. A 

huge dinner was prepared at the Stadthouse in honour of 

the conquerors, where' xir^i'eas^mbled in one glorious con^* 

stellation, the great and the little luminaries of New- Am^ 

sterdam^ There were the lordly schout and his obsequi-^ 

ous deputy — the burgomasters with their officious schepens 

at their elbows — the subaltern officers at the elbows of the 

schepens ; and so on, to the lowest grade of illustrious 

bangers-on of police ; every tag having his rag at his side, 

to finish his pipe, drink off his heel-taps, and laugh at his 

flights of immortal dulness. In short, for a city feast is a 

city feast all the world over, and has been a city feast ever 

since the creation ; the dinner went off much Uie same as 

do our- great corporation junkettings, and fourth of July 

banquets. Loads of fish, flesh, and fowl, were devoured, 

oceans of liquor drank, thousands of pipes smoked, and 

many a dull joke honoured with much obstreperous iajtr 

sided laughter. 

2 Q 
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I maiBt not omit to mentioii, tblit to this fiurt-fiuned vk- 
tMy Peter Stuyresant w»3 indebted tat another of his 
manytitles; for so hugely delighted were die honest burgh- 
ers with his achierements, that they unanimously ho- 
omired him with the name of Pieter it Groodij that is to 
mji Peter the Great, or as it was translated by the people 
of New- Amsterdam, Piei de Pig^^an appeUatiim which 
he maintained even unto the day of his death. 
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CONTAINING THE THIRD PAET OF THS REION OF FBTER 
THE HEADSff^HiONO-rmB : TROUB^Ea WITl^ THE BRITIfiH 

. nation; a^i> the: jpegi^ine and fall of. tiie dutch 

. DYNASTY, . .• 



CHAPTER L 

How Peter Stuyvesani relieved ike tovereign people from the buT' 
then of taking care of the naiion-HvUh sundry particulars of 
his conduct in time qfpeaee^ 

••..■■■' 

JL HE history of the reign of Peter Stujrvesant furnishes a 
melancholy picture of the incessant cares and vexations in- 
separable from goyemment; . aiid:may serve as a solemn 
warning, to all who are aibbitious of attuning the seat of 
power. Though crowned with yictory, enrisched by con- 
quest, and returning in triumph tO; his metropolis, his ex-^ 
ultatipa.was checked .by behcdding the sad abuses that had 
taken plgce during : thfi« short: inti^al o£ his absence. 

The pi^ulace, unfortunately for their own comfort, had 
taken a djeep .draught of the intoxicating cnp of power, 
during the rei^.of William the Testy; and though, upon 
the accession of Peter Stuyvesant, they felt, with a certain 
instinctive perception^ which mobs as weH as cattle po£K 
sess, that the reigns of governma^t had passed into strong- 
er handsi yet. could th^y lu^ help fietting, ai!id chafing, 
and champing upcm the bit, in restive silence. 

, Itseems by some strai^ and mscrutablefiitality, to be 
the destiny of most countries, (and more especially of your 
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enl^tened rqniblics), always to be governed by the mosC 
inoompetent man in the nation ; so that yoa will scarcdy 
find an indiiidnal throo^out die whole ocxnmunily, hat 
irho will delect to yoa mnunerabk^ errors in adnunistn- 
tion, and ccmvinoe you in the end, that had he been at the 
head of aflhits^ matters woald have gone on a thonaurf 
times mare prosperou^. Strange ! that gonsnaaoi^ 
Irhich seems to be so generally ufiderstood^ should ionh 
riably be so enroneotuly administered-— «trange^ dmdie 
talent of legislation, so prodigally bestowed, should be de- 
nied to the only man in die nadcxi to w^hose statioo it is 
requisite ! 

Thus it was in the present instance, not a man <^ all die 
herd of pseudo-politicians in New- Amsterdam, but was an 
oracle on topics of state, and could have directed pMt 
affidrs incomparably better than Peter Stuyvesant. But 
so severe was the old governor in his disposition, tliat be 
would never suffer one of the multitude of able counsel- 
lors by wh(Mn he was surrounded, to intrude his adfke, 
and save die country from destruction. 

Scarcely, therefot^ had he dqMirted on his expedition 
against the Swedes, than the old &cdons of William KieA's 
rdgn began to thrust their heads above water, and to ga- 
ther togedier in pcdidcal meetings^ to discuss *< the stat? 
of the nadon." At these assemblages the busy buigomas*' 
ters and their officious schepens made a very considerable 
figure. These worthy dignitaries were no longer the id, 
well £ed, tranquil magistrates^ that presided in the peace* 
fill days of Wouter Van Twiller. On the ocxitrBiy, be- 
ing elected by the people, they formed in a manner a stur- 
dy bulwark, between the mob and the administraticNL 
They were great candidates for popularity, and strenuous 
advocates fi>r the rights of the rabblef resembling in dis* 
interested zeal the wide-mouthed tribunes of ancient Romey 
or those virtuous patriots of modem days, em{rfmtical]y 
denominated *^ the fiiends of the peopW 
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n Uhder the tuition of these profound politiCiiaiis, it is fi^ 
i tonishing hoiv suddezdy ^ligfat^ied the swinish multitude 
I became, in matters above dieir ecNmprehensiotis. Cob- 
I biers, tinkers, and tailors all at once felt themsehes in^ 
1 spired, like those rel^ous idiots, in the glorious times of 
I monkish illumination; and without any previous sttidy or 
p Experience, became instantly capable o[ directing «U the 
i movements of government. Nor must I neglect to ndHsn- 
^ tion a number of superannuated, wrong-headed old burgh* 
I ers, who had come over when boys, in the crew of the Goedc 
[ Vrouuij and were hdd up as iofidlible curacies by the ai- 
lightened mob. To suppose that a man who had helped 
to discover a country did not know how it ought to be go- 
verned, wa6 preposterous in the extreme. It would have 
been deemed as much a heresy, aii at the present day to 
question the political talents, and universal infallibility, of 
our old " heroes of '76" — and to doubt that he who had 
fought for a government, however stupid he tnight liatu- 
raily be, was not competent to fill any station under it. 

But as Peter Stuyvesant had a singular inclination to 
govern his province without the assistance of his subjects, 
he felt highly incensed on his return to find the fiictious 
a[^)earance they had assumed during his absence. His 
first measure, therefore, was to restore perfect order, by 
prostrating the dignity of the sovereign people. 

He accordingly watched his opportunity, and one even- 
ii^, when the enlightened mob was gathered together, lis- 
tening to a patriotic speech firom an inspired cobbler, the 
intrepid Peter, like his great namesake of all the Russias, 
all at once appeared among them, with a countenance suf- 
ficient to petrify a millstone. The whole meeting was 
thrown into consternation — ^the orator seemed to have re^ 
ceived a paralytic stroke in the very middle of a sublime . 
sentence, and stood aghast with open mouth and trembling 
knees, whilst the words horror ! tyranny ! liberty ! ri^ts ! 
taxes ! death ! destruction \ and a deluge of other patriotic 
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phrases came roarijaig from his throat, before he had 
power to. close l^s lips. The shrewd Peter took no no6ce 
of the skuUding throng around him, but advancing to die 
brawling bul^y-ruffian, and drawing out a huge silver watch, 
.which might have served in times of yore as a town-dod, 
and which is still retained by his descendants as a &nulj 
curiosity, requested the orator to mend it, and set it gdog. 
^rbe orator humbly confessed it was utterly out ofhis powa, 
as he was ui^iBcquainted with the nature of its construction. 
« Nay, but," said Peter, " try your ingenuity, man; you 
see aUthe i^rings and wheels, and how easily the dnmsi- 
est hand may stop it, and pull it to pieces ; and wbjsboald 
it not be equally easy to regulate as to stop it?' The 
orator declared that his trade was wholly difierent, he was 
a poor cobbler, and had never meddled with a watch in 
his life. That there were men skilled in the art, whose 
business it was to attend to those matters ; but for his part, 
he should only mar the workmanship, and put the whole 
in confusion — " Why, harkee, master of nMne," cried Pe- 
ter, turning suddenly upon him, with a countenance tliat 
almost petrified the patcher of shoes into a perfect lapstooe 
«— « dost thou pretend to meddle with the movements of 
government — to regulate and correct and patch and cob- 
ble a complicated noiachine, the principles of which are 
above thy comprehension, and its simplest operations too 
subtle for thy understanding, when thou canst not correct 
a trifling error in a common piece of mechanism, the whole 
mystery of which is open to thy inspection ? — Hence with 
thee to the leather and stone, which are embl^ns of thy 
head ; cobble thy shoes, and confine thyself to the vocatioD 
for which heave^ has fitted thee — But," elevating his voice 
until it made the welkin ring, " if ever I catch thee, or any 
of thy tribe, meddling again with the affiurs of government 
-*-by St. Nicholas, but I'll have every mother's bastard of ye 
flea'd alive, and your hides stretched for drum-heads, that 
ye may thenceforth make a noise to some purpose !" 
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This threat, and the trer endous voice in which it whs 
uttered, caused the whole multitude to quake with fear;- 
The hair of the orator rose on his head like his owtt^ 
swine's bristles, and not a knight of the thimble presel|t- 
but his heart died within him, and he felt as though he^ 
could have verily escaped through the eye of a needle. > 

But though this measure produced the desired effect'iii' 
reducing the conmiimity to order, yet it tended to inju]re* 
the pc^larity of the great Peter among the ^nligfatMed 
vulgarv' ' Many accused him of entertaining highly aristo-i 
crfUic sentiments, and ,of leaning too- much in &voUr e$ 
die patricians. -Indeed therei {^petared to be'some groUAdtf: 
for such aa accusation, as he always carried hiitifi«lf witb- 
ayeryk>%,: soldier-like port, and was sdmewhiat partieu^' 
lar m his dress; dressing himself, whenr not in^ Uniform, in- 
simple but rich apparel ; and was especially ndti^ for hav* 
ing hi& sound leg (which was a very comely on6) alwi^ 
arrayed in a red stocking, and high'^heeled^hoe. Hiouglf- 
aman of gr^t: simplicity of manners, yet there Wa^ some^** 
thin^ about 'him that repelled rude fiunOSarify, 'whife'ie 
encouraged £bank, and even* social intercodri^e. ' • » -'' 

He likewise obtserved-'some appearam^'of -ediirt cei^ 
mony and etiquette. He received the common dil^Ef of 
visitors mi the «{oop ^ before his door, according to the 
custom of bur Dutch anceif^rs.- But when visitoi^ ifr&^ 
fi[»inally ' received in his '- {kirlouit,' it Wais ekpdibted th^ 
wiould appear' in clean liiiito; 'by no tti^s tcy be- bahy 
footed^ and aliirays to take their ^ts off. Oti public oi6^ 
ca»k)nsh^ .'appeared with great pomp of equi{ii^'(for iir 
truth, his> station required as little show aiid dij^ifjr,) ahdP 
always rode t<^ church in a ydtow waggOn,'Wfth' flbili&ij^ 
red whe^s* - .;..:- 

These S3rmptcmis of state and ceremony occasion^ ooh^* 
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^ViQ^Xj qpeUad.fioeft: the porqI;i commqnl^. .b^ilt. ju:i^ fmllt of 
Dutch houses, with benches on each side. 
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siderable discontent among the vulgar* Thej hadVeen 
accustomed to find easy access to tbeir former gm^nm, 
and in particular had Uved cm terms of extreme &miliff< 
ity with William Che Tes^. They therefore were vetj 
impatient of these dignified precaudona, whidi discouag* 
ed intrusion. But Peter Stuyresant had his own wtf of 
thi"lgi»g in these matters, and was a staunch upbdderof 
the dignity of office. 

He always maintained that government to be die least 
popular, which is most open to popular access and con- 
trol; and that the very brawlers against court ceremonj, 
and the reserve' of men in powers would soon despise 
rulers among whom they found even themselves to be of 
cont^uence. Such, at least, had been the case vididie 
administration of William the Testy ; who, b^at on mak- 
ing himself popular, had listened to every knan's adnoe^ 
suffered every body to have a dm itta n ce to his person it 
all hours ; and, in a word, treated every one.as his ik>» 
iDugh equal* By thU means every scrub politician, and 
public busybody, was enabled to measure wits with iuBif 
and to find out the true dimensions, not only of bis per- 
son, but his mind. — And what great man can stand such 
scrutiny? 

It is the mystery that envelopes great men, that gives 
them half their greatness. We are always inclined to 
think highly of those who hold themselves aloof tram oar 
examination. There is likewiifie a kind of superstitions 
reverence for office, which leads us to exaggerate the me* 
rits and abilities of men in power, and to suppose that 
they must be constituted different from other men. And, 
indeed, fidth is as necessary in politics as in religion. It 
certainly is of the first importance, that a country shonld 
be governed by wise men; but then it is almost eqaslly 
important, that the people should believe them to be wise; 
for this belief alone can produce willing subordinatian. 

To keep up, therefore, this desirable confidence m 
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f^erS) &e people should be allowed to $ee as little of 
them as possible^ He who gaiiis access to cabipet^ sopn 
finds out by what foolishness the world is govemed.. H^ 
discovers that there is quackery in legislation, as well a9 
in every thing eUie; that many a me^ure, which is sap- 
posed by the million to be the result of great wisdom and 
deep deliberatipn, is the e^ect of |n^e phance, or perluqps 
of hair-brained experiipenjU — That rulers ^ve their ^hims 
^ind errors as well as pthe^ men, fuad after aU are not sp 
woi^deri^lly supe^r to their feljbi^iiir-creatures as he at first 
imagined; i^inpe ^e jSnds t)iat even l^s o9vn (^ijoions bay^e 
had some weight with them. Thus a^ve subsides into /con- 
fidence, confidence inspires &miliarity, and femiliarity pro- 
duces contempt* Peter Stuyvesant, on the co9t)nary, by 
ccmducting himself with dignity and loftiness, was looked 
up to with great reverence. As he never gave his reaspns 
for any thing he d^l^ t^e public always gave Jhim credit 
for y^ery pjrofound pnes. Every movement, however in- 
trinsicijly unimpprtant, wa3 a matter of speculation; and 
his very red stppking excite4 some respeict, as beii^ dif- 
ferent firom the stockings of pther men. 

To these times may we refe^ the ris^e of fiunily p^e and 
aristocratic distipctiops ; f amd i;i4^l^ I canppt )juf, Xoof^ 
back with reverence to the early planting of t^ose mighty 
Dutch fiuniUes, which |iaye talfien $uch vigorous root, .9p.d 
branch^ed put so luxuriantly jn our state. The blpo4 
which has flowed down uncontaminated through a succ^- 
sion pf steady, virtuous generations, since the times of Htjifi 
patriarchs of Communipaw, must certainly be pure and 
worthy. And if so, then are the Van Rensellaers, the 



^ In a work pyblished many years after the tiqo^ here treated of, 
(tii 1701 by C. W. A. M.) it is mentioned that Frederick Fhilipse Was 
counted the richest Mynheer in New-York, and was said to have whole 
hogMheodt qf Indian money or wampum; and had a son and daughter, ^||^p| 
afioording to the Dutch custom, should divide it equally. 
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Van ZandtS) the Van Homes, the Rutgers, the Benm, 
tile Brinkerhofis, the Schenneritoraa, and all the true de- 
scendants of the ancient Pavoinana, die onlj Intimate 
nobOity and real lords of the soil. 

I have been led to m^ition thus partienUuriy, the iveD 
anthenticated claims of our genuine Dutch fiunilie% be- 
eause I have noticed with great sorrow and vexa&m, thtf 
diey have been some^i^at elbowed aside in latter day^ bj 
fiMreign intruders. It is really astontshnig to beholdhov 
many great families have sprung up of late years, ilio 
pride themselves excessively on the score of anceitrf. 
Thus he who can look up to his &tlier without hmnitui- 
tion assumes not a little importance — he who caa sbMj 
talk of his grandfather, is still more vainglorious— bathe 
who can look back to his great grandfather, without fahsk- 
ii^, is absolutely intolerable in his pretensions to fiunfly. 
—-Bless us ! what a piece of work is here^ between these 
mushrooms of an hour, and these mushrooms of a day ! 

But from what I have recounted in the former part of 
this chapter, I would not have my reader imagine thtt 
the great Peter was a tyrannical governor, ruling hissnh- 
jeets with a rod of iron«-on the contraiy, where the dig- ■ 
nity of authority viras not implicated, he abounded with I 
generosity and courteous condescension. In fiict he resOy ' 
bdieved, though I fear my more enlightened republican 
readers will consider it a proof of his ignorance and iffi- 
berality, that in preventing the cup of social life from be- 
ing dashed with the intoxicating ingredient (^polidcs, he 
promoted the tranquillity and happiness of the peqpl^— 
and by detadiing dieir minds from subjects wUch they 
could not understand, and which only tended to inflame 
their passions, he enabled them to attend more fiuthfiilly 
and industriously to their prqper callings ; becomingmore 
useful citizens and more attentive to Iheir fiunilies and&i^ 
tuaats. 

* 

So far from having any unreasonable austerity, he de- 
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Iq^hted to see the pocur and the labouring man rejoice^ and 
for this purpose was a great promoter of holidays and 
pubUc amusements. Under his reign was first introduced 
the custom of cracking eggs at Paas or Easter. New 
year's day was also observed with extra^igant festivity-— 
and ushered in by the ringing of bells and firing of guns*. 
Every House was a temple to the jolly god. Oceans of 
dierry brandy, true Hollands, and mulled cyder, were set 
afloat on the occasion ; and not a poor man in town» but 
made it a point to get drunk, out of a principle of pure 
economy — ^taking in liquor enough to serve him for half a 
year afterwards. 

It would have done one's heart good also to have seen 
the valiant Peter, seated among the old burghers and their 
wives of a Saturday afternoon, under the great trees that 
s{H*ead their shade over the Battery, watching the young 
men and women as they danced on the green. Here he 
would smoke his pipe, crack his joke, and forget the rug- 
ged toils of war, in the sweet oUivious festivities of peace. 
He would occasionally give a nod of approbation to those 
of the young men who shuffled and kicked most vigorous- 
ly, and now and then give a hearty smack, in all honesty 
of soul, to the buxom lass that held out longest, and tired 
down all her competitors, which he considered as in&llible 
proo& of her being the best dancer. Once it is true the 
harmony of the meeting was rather interrupted. A young 
vrouw, of great figure in the gay world, and who, having 
lately come firom Holland, of course led the fiushions in 
the city, made her appearance in nqt more than half a 
dozien petticoats, and these too of most alarming short- 
ness.— An universal wlusper ran through the assembly, 
the old ladies all fslt shod^ed in the extreme, the young 
ladies blushed, and felt excessively for the << poor thing," 
and even the governor himself was observed to be a little 
troubled in mind. To complete the astonishment of the 
good folks, she undertook in the course of a jig, to de- 
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ft 
^iHcsibl^ was Uiiuwii ibid {|ic9l admntioMy si.vujl^ape 
eoonay HMOiben were DOC A link BOfcd, and tfe pod 
Peter UbwI^ who was a aua of 
mat hiflnflf yicfuoay scndwiiiea. 

The sfaortneffof dbe faaale dmscs^ 
Doed in fiidikm crer snoe die djjs of WflEam Kiei»kid 
long oftnded hk ^e; and tfaoo^ eztraDefy acvenelo 
meddling with die pettkons of die ladies, jctheinBefi- 
fltdjr leoonunended, diat eirerj one slioald be fiinwiiri 
widi m ftmnoe to die bottom. He fikenise o i d c ic d ^ 
die kdies, and indeed die gendemen, dioold use no odvr 

flq> in <tf" M7f? g| dfan dioflk and tdm, and doable tFodbfe; 
and fefbade, ttnder pain of his high diqikasorey anf yoiiDK 
bdj diencefixth to attai^it what was tenned, «< ezUbil- 
ing the graces.'' 

These were the only restrictioiis be ever iiiifxised tipoa 
die sex, and these were considered by them as iyrauBial 
oppreMons, and resisted with that becoming q^rttahwgfs 
ttoamfested by the gentle sex, whenever their priTilq^ are 
inTaded.-— In fiurt, Peter Stayvesant phinly pero^ved, dnt 
if he attempted to push the matter any further, there was 
danger of their leaving-off petticoats altogether; so like a 
wise man, experienced in the ways of women, he hdd hii 
peace, and suffered diem ever after to wear their petticoats 
and cut their capers, as high as they pleased. 
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T CHAPTER 11. 

a .. . 

■ tiaw Peter Stwfvesant wm much moiesied hy the Mass*ttoapffrtf 
3 ^ the East, and the Giants of Merryland; and how a dark 
-t end horrid eonspiraof was carried on in the Briiish CMne^ 
V against the. prosperity of the Manhattoesi 

We ai^ now approaching towards the crisia of our 
wotk, and if I be not mistaken in iny forebodings^ we 
; shall have a world of business to despatch in the ensuing 
chapters. 

It is with some conununities as it is with certain med- 
dlesc^e individuals, they have a wonderful facility at get« 
ting into scrapes ; atid I have always remarked^ that those 
are most liable to get ih who have the least talent at get- 
ting out dgain. This is, doubtless^ owing to the excessive 
valour df those states ; for I have likewise noticed, that 
this rampant and ungovernable quality is always most un- 
ruly Ivhere most confined, which accounts for its vapour- 
ing sb amazingly in little states, little men^ and ugly little 
women more especially. 

Tlius, when one reflects that the province of the Man- 
hattoeis, though^ of prodigious importance in the eyes of its 
inhabitants and its historian, was really of no very great 
con^quence in the eyes of the rest of the world; thi^t it 
had but little wealth or other spoils to reward the trtmble 
of assailing it, and that it had nothing to expect from run- 
ning wantonly into war, save an exceeding good beating; 
cm pondering these things, I say, one would utterly de- 
spair of finding in its history either battle or bloodshed, 
or any other of those calamities which give importance to 
& nation, and entertainment to the reader. But, on the 
contrary, we find, so valitmt is this province, that it has 
ialready drawn upon itself a host of enemies ; has had as 
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many buffetings as would gratify the ambition of the most 
warlike nation ; and is, in sober sadness, a very finJon, 
distressed, and wo-begone little province ! — all which was, 
no doubt, kindly ordered by providence, to give interest 
and sublimity to this pathetic history. 

But I forbear to enter into a detail of the pitifiil msnuid- 
ings and harassments that for a long while after the nc- 
tory on the Delaware, continued to insult the di^jpii^, and 
disturb the repose of the Nederlanders. Si^Soe it in 
hrevi^ to say, that the implacable hostility of the people 
of the east, which had so miraculously been preFeatsd 
firom breaking out, as my readers must renkember, ty tbe 
sudden prevalence of witchcraft, and the dissensions in die 
council of Amphyctions, now again displayed itsdf in a ^ 
thousand grievous and bitter scouiings upon the borden. 

Scarcely a month passed but what the Dutch setde- 
ments on the frontiers were alarmed by the sudden appev- 
ance of an invading army from Connecticut, This woidd 
advance resolutely through the country, like a puissmt 
caravan of the deserts, the women and children mounted 
in carts loaded with pots and ketdes, as thoi^g^ t^y meant 
to boil the honest Dutchmen alive, and devour them lik^ 
so many lobsters. At the tail of these carts would stalk & f 
crew of long-limbed, lank-sided variets, with axes on their 
shoulders, and packs on their backs, rescdulely bent upon 
mpriwing the country in despite of its proprietors, llese 
settling diemselves down, would in a short time cooipletely 
didodge the unfortunate Nederlandersy elbowing them out 
ci those rich bottoms and £srtEe vallejrs, in which oar 
Dutch yeomanry are so &mous for nestling themselves; 
iinr it is notorious, that wherever diese idwewd men of the 
east get a footing, the honest Dutchmen dp {gradually dis- 
appear, retiring slowfy, like tbe Indians before the ^Whiteii 
being totally discomfited by the talking tAmSemg, swq»* 
ping, bargaining disposition of their new neighbowss* 

All these audacious infringements cm the territories of 
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Aeir high mightinesses were accompanied, as has before 
1>een hinted, by a world of rascally brawls, rib-roastings, 
3nd bundlings, which would doubtless have incensed die 
valiant Peter to wreak immediate chastisement, had he not 
mt the Tery same time been perplexed by distressing ac» 
counts from Mynheer Beckman, who commanded the 
territcmes at South river. 

The restless Swedes, who had so graciously l^een suf- 
fered to remain about the Delaware, already began to 
8how signs of mutiny and disaffection. But what was 
^movsej a peremptory claim was laid to the whcde territory, 
"as tibe rightiiil property of Lord Baltimore, by Feudal, a 
chieftain who lived over the colony of Maryland, or Mer- 
ry-land, as it was anciently called, because the inhabit- 
ants, not having the fear of the Lord before their eyes, 
were nbtoriously prone to get fuddled and make merry 
with mint-julep and a{^le-toddy. Nay, so hostile was 
this bully Feudal, that he threatened, unless his daim were 
instantly complied with, to march incontinently at the head 
of a potant force of the roaring boys of Merry-land, toge- 
ther with a great and mighty train of giants, who infested 
the banks of the' Susquehannah ; * and to lay waste and 
depopulate the whole country of South river. 

By this it is manifest, that this boasted colony, like ail 
great acquisitions of territory, soon became a greater evil 



* Wo find v>eiy curious and wondetfid accounts of these stiange 
people (who were doubtless the ancestors of the present Maiy- 
landers) made by Master Hariot« in his interesting historj. ** The 
Susquesahanocksy'* observes he, <* are a giantljr people, strange in 
piToportion, behaviour, and attire; their voice sounding from them 
as if out a cave. Their tobacco-pipes were three quarters of a yard 
leog, carved at the great end with a bird, beare, or other device» suf- 
ficient to beat out the braines of a horse, (and how many asses* bxaines 
are beaten out, or ntlier men*8 braines smoked out, and asses* brains 
haled in, bj our lesser pipes at home). The calfe of one of their legges 
was measured three quarters of a ^rard about, the rest of his limbs 

proportionablf.*' 

Matter Harieft Jourtu Purt^ PiL 
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to the conqueror, than the loss of it was to the conqoend; 
and caused greater uneasiness and trouble^ than aUlk 
territory of the New Netherlands besides. Thus prcm- 
denoe wisely orders, that one evil shall balance aiK^. 
The conqueror who wrests the property of his neighbjDnr, 
who wrongs a nation and desolates a country, thoi^ he 
may acquire increase of empire, and immortal fiun^ yet 
insures his own inevitable punishn^ept. He takes to lum- 
self a cause of endless anxiety — he inicprporates witb his 
late sound domain, a loose part^— a rotten, disafieted 
member; which is an exhaiisdess source of internal tnat 
son and disunion, and external altercaticxn and hostiKQr*— 
Happy is that nati(m, which, comp^ftct, united^ loyal in all 
its parts, and concentrated in its strength^ se^ no idle 
acquisition of unprofitable and yngoiri^rnable territoiy— 
which, content to be proispeious and haj^py, has no amUr 
tion to be great. It islikie a man, well organized in all | 
his system, sound in health, and fiill of vigour ; uninpum- 
bered by useless tr^)pings, and fixed in an unshaken at- 
titude. But the nation, insatiable pf territory, whose do- 
mains are scattered, feebly united, and weakly ic^iganized) 
is like a senseless miser sprawling among golden stoies, 
open to every attack, and unable tp 4e£bnd th<^ r^^be 
vainly endeavours to overshadow* 

At the time of receiving the alarming dispatches froDi 
South river, the great Peter was busily employed in queD- 
ing certain Indian troubles that had broken out about Eso- 
pus, and was moreover meditating how to relieve his efist- 
em borders on the Connecticut. He, however, sent word 
to Myn|ieer Bepkman to be pf good hl^art, to maipt ^T^ 
incessant vigilance, and to let him know, if nuitters wm 
a more threatening appearance ; in which case he wouk} 
incontinently repair with his warriors of the Hudson, to 
spoil the merriment pf these Merry-landers; fi>rhepo- 
veted exceedingly to have a bout, hand to hand, with some 
half a score of these giants— having never encountered a 
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f^As^ {n hk whole iife, unless we may so call the sjUxit 
Risingh^ and he was but a little on^^. 
^ Nothing* further, however, occurred to mdiest the tran^ 

■ qi^lKty of Mynheer Beckman and his cdony. Fendal. 

■ and his myrmidons remained at home, carousing it soundly 
A upon hoe-cakes, bacon, and mint-j olep, and ninuiug horses, 
B add fighting cocks, for which they wer^ greatly renownec}, 
!i At heating of this, Peter Stuyvesant was very w^U pleased ; 
I for, notwithstanding his uidinatiou to measure weapons 

\ with these monstrous mfen of the Susquehanpah, yet he 
I had already as much employment nearer home, as he 
i eoold turn his hands tp. Li|de did he think, worthy soul^ 
i that this southern >calm was but the deceitful prelude to a 
t most terrible and &|tal stonp, then brewing, which was 
( soon to burst forth and pyerwhelm the unsuspecting city 
i of New Amsterdam ! 

\ * Now so it wa3, that whil^ this excellent govisrnor was 
gimig bis little senate laws, and not only giving them, 
but enforcing them too—while he was inc^sspntfy travelr 
ling the rounds of his beloved province — posting from 
plm^e to place to redress grievances, and while busy at one 
corner of his dominions, all the rest getting into an uproar. 
At this very idme, I say, a dark and direful plot was hatcher 
ing against him^ in that nursery of monstrous projects, tbjs 
British cabinet. The news of his achievements on th» 
X)el$ware, according to a sage old historian of New-Am- 
aterdam, had occasioned not a little tajJ^ and marvei m 
the courts of Europe. And the s^me profound writer a$^ 
sures us that the c^inet of England began jto entertaii^ 
great jealousy and unes^iness at the increa^sipg power of 
the Manhattoes, and the valour of its sturdy yeomanry. ^ 
Agents, the historian observes, were sent by the Am^ 
phycdonic council of the east^ to entreat the assistance pf 
the British cabinet in subjugating this mighty provim:»e^ 
L'Ord Sterling also asserted his right to Long-Island ; and^ 
lit the same time. Lord Baltimore, whose agent, as ha^ 

2S 
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before been mentioaed, had so alttined Mynheer Beck- 
man, laid his chum before the cabinety tb ^e kokb rf 
Sooth riTer, which he complained were unjostly and fo- 
ciUy detained from him, by these daring vuKonrp&rs of Ae 
I>neuw Nederlandts. 

Thus did the unlucky empire of the Manhattoes stud 
in imminent danger of experiencing the fiite of Polind, 
and being torn limb irom limb to be shared ainoi^ its 
savage neighbours. But while these rapacaous povrm 
were whetting their &ngs, and waiting for the signal to fiill 
tooth and nail upon this delicious little fiit Dutch empire; 
the lordly lion, who sat as umpire, all at once laid Ins 
mighty paw upon the spoil, and settled tbe claims of aQ 
parties, by granting none of them. For we are told, that 
his majesty, Charles the Second, not to be perplexed by 
iidjusting these several pretensions, made a pr^entofa 
large tract of North America, including the provkoe of 
New Netherlands, to his brother, the Duke of Yoilt— a 
donation truly royal, since none but great manarchs have 
a rig^t to give away what does not belong to them; 

That this munificent gift might not be merely noiniiitti, 
his majesty, on the 12th of March, 1664, ordered thatm 
armament should be forthwith prepared, to intade the 
city of New« Amsterdam by land and water, and put his 
brother in complete possession of the preniisesti- 

Thus critically are situated the afikirs of the KeW 
Netherlanders. The lioiiest burghers, so far from tUink- 
ing of the jeopardy in which their interests are phcec^ 
are soberly smoking their pipes, and thinking bf notlulig 
at all — the privy cbuhsellors of the province «rk at this 
moment snoring in foil quorum, like the drttn€» of An 
hundred bagpipes ; while the active P^r, who takei all 
the labour of thinking and acting iipcm himselfy^ is^bas^ 
devising . some method of bringing the grand cbunbiltf 
Amphyctions to terms. In the meanwhile an ailgiry dond 
h dfiurkly scowling an the horizon — soori shaH it ra^e ilbottt 
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the: ears. oCtheae dozing Ni^eriandersi and put the mettle 
of their, stout-hearted governor completely to the trial. . 

But come what oaaf) I here pledge my yeradly that in 
all warlike conflicts \and subtle perplexities, he shall i^ 
acquit himself with the gallant bearing and spotless honour 
of a Qoble*nnnded obstinate old cavalier. Forward, then, 
to the chiaig!^ 1—ahuie out propitious stars on the renowned 
dty of the Manfaattoes; and may the blessings of St. Ni- 
cholas go ¥rith thee—honest Petet Stuyvesant ! 



CHAPTER III. 

Of Peter Siuyveiant's expedition into the East Country ; shomng 
that though an old bird, he did not understand trap. 

Great nations resemble great men in this particular, 
that their greatness is seldom known until they get in 
trouble ; adversity, therefore, has been wisely denominated 
the ordeal of true greatness, which, like gold, caii never 
receive its real estimation, until it has passed through the 
furnace. In proportion therefore as a nation, a community, 
or an individual (possessing the ihherent quality of great- 
ness) is involved in perilis and misfortunie^, in proportion 
does it rise in grandeur — and even #hen sinking under 
calamity, makes, like a house on fire, a more glorious dis- 
play, than ever it did, in the fairest period of its pros- 
perity. 

The vast empire of China, though teeming with popu- 
lation, and imbibing and concentrating the wealth of 
nations, has vegetated throng a succession of drowsy 
ages ; and were it not for its internal revollition, and the 
subversion of its ancient government by the Tartars, 
might have presented nothing but ah uninteresting detail 
of dull, monotonous prosperity. Pompeii and Herculani- 
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-mm might have passed into oblivion, with a herd of tkebr 
contemporaries, had they not been fortunately overwlidm' 
«d by a volcano. The renowned city of Troy has acquired 
itelebrity only from its ten yeare' distress, and final eonfti- 
gration ; Paris rises in importance by the plots and mas- 
sacres, which have ended in the exaltation of the illustri- 
mis Napoleon; and even the mighty London itself has 
-skulked through the records of time, celebrated for nothing 
of moment, excepting the plagoe, the great fire, and Gnj 
Faux's gunpowder plot ! Thus cities and empires seem 
to creep along, enlarging in silent obscurity under the pen 
of the historian, until at length they burst forth in some 
tremendous calamity, and snatch, as it were, immortality 
fi*om the explosion I 

The above principle being admitted, my reader will 
plainly perceive that the city of New- Amsterdam and its 
dependent province are on the high road to greatness. 
Dangers and hostilities threaten from every side, and it is 
really a matter of astonishment to lae^ how so small a state 
has been able in so short a time to entangle itself in so 
many difficulties. Ever siuce the province was first taken 
by the nose, at the Fort of Good Hope, in the tnmquii 
days of Wouter Van Twiller, has it been griuluaDy in- 
creasing in historic importance; and never could it ha?e 
had a mcHre appropriate chieftain to conduct it to the pin- 
nacle of grandeur than Peter Stigrvesant. 

In the fiery heart of this iron-headed old warrior sat 
enthroned all those five kinds of courage described by 
Aristotle ; and had the philosopher mentioned five hundred 
more to the back of them^ I verily believe, he would have 
been found master of them alL The only misfixtune was, 
that he was deficient in the better part of valour called dis- 
cretion, a cold-blooded virtue which could not exist in the 
tropical climate of his mighty souL Hence it viras, he was 
continually hurrying into those unheard-of enterprises that 



:^^ li«fyr(of -diiMdric MHiiaiic6 to 41 hk ki^dtny; and 
hence it wa^ that benow conceived a project worthy of 
the hiero of ^La Mancha himself* 

This was no other than to repair in person to the great 
eoundl' ef the Amphyctions, beanng the sword in- one 
hand, and die olive branch in the other ; to require inune- 
diate reparation for the innumerable violations of thift 
treaty, which, in an evil hour, he had formed; to put a 
-stop to thosjB repeated maraudings on the eastern border9; 
or else to throw his gaundet, and appeal to arms fcH^sa- 
tis&ction« 

On declaring this resolution in his privy council, the 
venerable members were ^seized witli vast astonishment : 
for once in their lives they ventured to remonstrate, set- 
ting forth the rashness of exposing his sacred person in 
-the midst of a strange and barbarous people, with sundiy 
other weighty remonstrances — all which had about as much 
influence upon the determination of the headstrong Peter, 
as though you were to endeavour to turn a rusty weather- 
cock witii a broken-winded bellows* 

Summoning, therefore, to his presence his trusty follow- 
er, Anthony Van Corlear, he commanded him to hold 
himself in readiness to accompany him the following morn- 
ing on this .his hazardous enterprise* Now Anthony, the 
trumpeter, was a little stricken in years, yet by dint* of 
keeping up a good heart, and haying never known eare 
or sorrow (having never been married) he was still a hear- 
ty, jocund, rubicond, gamesome wag^ and of great c^9- 
city in the doublet* This last was ascribed to his living a 
jolly life on those domains at the Uook^ which Peter Stuj^ 
vesant had granted to him for his gallantry at Fort Casi- 

Be this as it may, there was nothing that more delighted 
Anthony tiian this command of the great Peter; for he 
could have followed the stout-hearted old governor- tp' the 
world's end, with love and loyalty : and he moreover stiU 



1 
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dismembered tke fix)Udciiig, and diddiig,' atidbuiidi^, 
and other di(|>prt3 of the east country ; and ^eileitmi | ^ 
dainty recollection of nunu^rous kind .andilliitoni hs9», 
.whom. he Jionged exceedingly agaiii: to encounter. 

..: )Tbus» then, did this mirror erf! hiaidUhood>jaet<fortlv^ 
ilD other alitendani but his trumpeter^ upon one of themoit 
|Xsrilous entierprises ever recorded in ihe anmJs of kis|gb- 
ecrantry. For a single w,arrior to venture openly amoDg 
:aiwhole nation of foes; ..but, abore all^ tor a plaiii, down- 
xjght Dutchman to think of negociatiBg with the ivbde 
council of New-England — ^never was there known s more 
desperate undertaking ! Ever since I have entered ifx» 
the chronicles df this peerless, but hitherto tmodebiated t 
chieftain, has he kept me in a state efincesgantacdoa and 
lanxiety with the toils ^nd dangers he is ooostantly enoaon- 
tesing. Oh I for a chapter of lhetrani|ail re%nof >¥oi- 
tec Van Twiller, that I might rqx>se <m it as oo a feadia> 
.bed! 

. Is it not enough, Peter. Stuyvesant, jthat I have once 
already rescued thee firom the madiinatiflttis of these teni- 
ble Amphyctions, byi>iiagingthe,.whde powtsrs^ofwitdi- 
craft to thine aid ?-^l8 it not enough, that I have followed 
4hee undaunted,; like a gnairdian^spirit^t^inta-thermidstcf 
die horrid battle of Fort Cly!istina?^<i^l1uit I. have been 
{Mit incessantly to my trumps to keep thee safe and sound 
«T-now. warding off with my singiepenfl.the shower of das- 
tard; blows that fell upon diy i«ar«^now>xiai3tyvidy sineM- 
4ng thee from /a deadly thrust,, by aanenatohpicooMbpx— 
now casiog diy ^dauntless skull with adamant^v when even 
4hy stubborn !ram-hea^iierJidled to. nesik the sword of Ae 
. jtQUt JEUsingh<^-p-and now, not .merely, .briii^iig thee off 
alive, but triumphant, from the clutches of the gigantic 
.Sw^e, by; the desperate means of a paltry stone potde? 
rrls notaU this enough, but must thou. stiU. be pkmging 
intO' new difficulties^, and Jeopardizing in healdlong entei^ 
prises. thyself, thy trumpeter^ and thy historian? 
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And now the ruddy faced Aurora^ like a buxom cham-*^ 
ber-maidj draws aside the sable curtains of the ni^t, and 
out bounces fixHU his bed the joUy red-haired Phoebus, 
startled at being caught so late in the embraces of Dame 
Tlieds. With mbny a stable oath, he harnessed his bra<- 
2en*footed steeds, and whips and lashes, and splashes up 
the fiiimament, like a loitering post-'boy, half an hour be-' 
IuimI his time. And now behold that imp of &me and 
prowisss^ the headsdrong Peter, bestriding a raw-boned^ 
switoh-tafled chaiiger, gaUantly arrayed in foil regimentals, 
and bracing on his thigh that trusty brass-hilted sword, 
wiiich had wrought' such fearfiil deeds on the banks of 
the Delawarie; 

Bdiold, hard after him, his doughty trumpeter, Van 
Corlear^ mounted on a broken*>winded,: wall*eyed, calico 
laare; his stbhe pottle, which* had laid low the mighty 
Risingh, slung under his arm, &ad his trumpet dii^layed 
vaiintingly in his right hand, decorated with a gorgeous 
banner, c^ which is emblazoned the gr^t bearer of the 
Manhattoes* See them proudly issuing out of thecity 
gate, like an iron-clad hero of yore, with his faithful squire 
at his heels, the populace following them with their eyes, 
and shouting many a parting wisb^ and hearty cheering. 
—1^ Farewell, Hard-koppig Piet I Farewell, honest An- 
thony l-f-Pleasant be your way*&ring-^prosperous your 
retoni ! The stoutest hero that ever drew. a sword, and 
the woiiMest trumpeter that ever irod shoe leather. 
... Legends are laitientably silent about the eventfi that be« 
fel our advehturerst,. in this their adventurous travel, ex« 
ceptii^ the Stuyvesant manuscr^)t^ which gives the sub« 
slBnce of a pleasant lihle heroic poem, written on the 
occasion by Domini JEgidius Luyck, * wh6 appears to 

. - - 

* Thid iAiyck was^ moreover, rector of the Latin school in Nteuw- 
Nederlandt, 1663. There are two pieces of iEgidius Luyck in D. Se- 
ljm*8 MSS. of poesies, upon his marriage with Judith Isendoom. 
Old. MS. 
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have- been tfaie poet-laureat of Nevr-AsBlerdaiii. TIma- 
esdmaUe manuscript assures us, thatitwasarareqiecMi 
to behold the great Peter and his loyal £>llower9 hiiliif 
the morning son, and rejoicing in the clear countewiBe 
of nature, as they pranced it throu^ the pastoral sceott 
of Bloeraen Dael ; * which, in those days, was a sweet and 
raral valley, beautified with many a bright wild.floirer» 
refreshed by many a pnre.streamlet, and enlivened to^ 
and there by a delectdMe little Dutch cottage^ shekewd 
under scmie sloping hill, and almost buried in emiiowtf* 
ing trees. 

Now did they enter upcm the confines of OmBecdatif 
where they encountered many grievous difficulties and pe* 
rils. At one place they were assailed by a troo^di^xmr 
try squires and militia colonels, who, mounted on goodly 
steeds, hung upon their rear fix* several miles, harssBiog 
them exceedingly with guesses and questions, more espe- 
cially the wordiy Peter, whose silv^r^chas'd 1^ excited 
not a little marvel. At another place^ hard by the le* 
nowned town of Stamford, they were set upon by a great 
and mighty legion of church deacons, who imperipusl; 
demanded (^ them five shillings for travelling on Sundayt 
and threatened to carry them captive to a neigbbouraig 
church, whose steeple peer'd above the trees ; but these 
the valiant Peter put to rout with little difficulty, insommJi 
that they bestrode their canes and gallopped off in honi* 
ble confusion, leaving their cocked hats behind in die huv 
ry of th^ flight. But not so easily did he escape fiom 
the Iiands of a crafty man of Pyquag; who, with undannted 
perseverance, and repeated onsets, &iriy bargained him 
out of his goodly switch^-tailed charger, leaving him in 
place thereof a villanous, spavined, foundered Narraganset 
pacer. 
■ But, maugre all these hardships, they pursued their 

. ■ . ■ ,<■,■ ^ 

* Now called Blooming Dale, about four miles from New- York* • 
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JefBQley.dieeiilyai<H9g the course of the soft flowiiig Gonr 
necticut^!<3iibo8e gentle wave^ says the sopg, rpll through 
miiiDj a fertile Tide,, and siumy {dain; noi^r reflecting the 
loffy spires of tbf) bitstUi^g city» and now the rural beauti^ 
<if the humUe hipilet; npw, echoing vdth the busy hum of 
*ediBmerc$ey an4 now with tib^ ^eerfiil song of the peasant. 
' At every town would Feter Stuyvesant^ who was noted 
fcr warlike punctilio, order the sturdy Anthony to sound 
a courteous salutation ; though the manuscript observes^ 
that the inhabitants were thrown into great dismay when 
they heard of his i^proach. For the fame of his incompa- 
rable achievements on the Delaware, had spread through* 
out the east country, and they dreaded l^t be had come 
to take vengeance on their manifold transgressions. 

But the good Peter rode throu^ thiese towns with a 
toiiling aspect; waving his hand with inexpressible majes^ 
and condesQ^ns^pn; for he verily believed that the old 
clothes which these ingenious ;people had thrust into thdr 
broken windows,^^ and the festoons of dried apples and 
peaches which ornamented the fronts of their Nhouses, 
were so many decorations in honour of his approach ; as 
it was the custom in the days of chivalry, to compliment 
renowned heroes, by sumptuous displays of tapestry and 
gorgeous furniture. The women crowded to the doors to 
gase upon him as he passed, so much does prowess in 
arms delight the gentle sex. The little children too, ran 
after him in troops, staring with wonder at his regimentals, 
his brimstone breeches, and the silver garniture of his 
wooden leg. Nor must I omit to mention the joy which 
many strapping wenches betrayed, at bdiolding the jovial 
Van Corlear, who had whilome delighted them so much 
with his trumpet, when he bore the great Peter's challenge 
to the Amphyctions. The kind-hearted Anthony alighted 
from his calico mare, and kissed them all with infinite 
loving-kindness — and was right pleased to see a crew of 
litde trumpeters crowding around him for his blessing; 

2T 
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each (rf* whom 'be patted on the head, bode' bin 'be a(^ 
boy, and gave him a peiihy to btrjr ttioitms^^ ckskdji 

The Stiljrvesant manusct^ inakes ' but little fbrtba 
mention of the govemor^s adV^tatoi'es upcm this eiqieditioo^ 
tecepting that he was reeeived with extMiragfint toishtj 
find respect by the great eomicil of the Atnphyedons, lAe 
ahnost talked him to death With coffipHmlgiitaiy tnd eon- 
gratolatory harangues. I will -not detain ftijr T^gders bj 
dwelling on his negodaticms with the grand council. 
Suffice it to mention, it was like all oth^ negodaticiuM- 
a great deal was said, and very litde <lone i one amrern- 
tion led to another— olie conferekice b^at taisimdenttii- 
dings which it took a dozeil conferfencea to cfxplain; at tiie 
end of whic5h the parties feimd themselves just whieretkey 
were at first; exci^pting that they had entangled themsdves 
in a host of questions of etiquette, add ODnceired a oordiai 
distrust of each other, that rendered their fiittire ttt^ocift* 
tions ten times more difficult than ever. * 

In the midst of all these perpleziti(^, wfaidk bewildaied 
the brain and incensed the ire of the sturdy Peter, who 
Was perhaps, of ail men in die world, least fitted for di- 
plomatic wiles, he privately received the first intmuHiflB 
of the dark conspiracy which had been matured in the 
Cabinet of England- To this was added the astounding 
intelligence that a hostile squadron had already sailed 
fit>m England, destined to reduce the province of New 
Netherlands, and that the grand council of Amphyctions 
had engaged to co-operate, by sending a great army 1o 
invade New- Amsterdam by land. 

Unfortunate Peter ! did I nbt entl^r #ith sad ferebod- 
lAgs upon this ill-starred expedition ? Did I Hot tremble 
vhen I saw thee, with no other counsdlor bnt thine own I 



. * For certain of the pardculan of this ancleni negociation, see Has* 
CoL State Pap. It is singular that Smith is entirely silent with reelect 
to this memorable expedition of Peter Stuyvesant. 
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spode^s jCp^Miiettc^ swordt— if^Jth,. ^9., Ath^r 

prot^ctQi^ butt Stp,iNiphc4a3rr-wfl i^ other atte^idaqt, but a 
trumpeter ? Did I nc^^Vfwt^ wbei^ } bieb|;Id tbee thus 
sally forth to contend with all the knowing powers of New 
England ? 

Oh how did the sturdy old warrior rage and roar, when 
he found himself thus f nt;?appe^, like a lion in the hunter's 
toil ! Now did he determine to draw his trusty sword, 
and manfully to fight his way through all the countries of 
the east. Now did he resolve to break in upon the coun- 
cil of the Amphyctions, and put every mother's son of 
them to death. At length, as his direful wrath subsided, 
he resorted to ^afer thou^ less glorious expedients. 

Qoncealing from the> council his knowledge of their 
machinations, he privately <fespatched a trusty messenger 
with missives to his counsellors at New<- Amsterdam, ap- 
prmyg them of the impending danger, co^mumding them 
immediately to put the city iu^ posture of defei^ce, while 
in the mean time.he would endeavour to elude his enemies 
and come to their assistance* . This done, he felt himsdf 
marvelloi^sly relieved, rose slowly, shook himself like 4 
rhinoceros, and issued forth from his. den, in much the 
same manner as Qi^t Despair is described to have issued 
from Doubting Castle, in the chivalric history of the PlI« 
grim's Progress. 

And now much does it grieve me that I must leave the 
gaUaut Peter in this imminent jeopardy : but it beeves 
XL» .to hurry back and see what js. going on at New- Am- 
sterdam, for greatly do I fear that city i^ already in a tur- 
moil. Such was ever the fate of Peter Stuyvesant; while 
doing one thing with heart and soul^ he was too apt to 
leave every thing >else at sixes and sevens. While, like 
a potentate of yore, he was absent attending to those things 
in pevson, which in modem days are trusted to generab 
and and;>assadorS) his little territory at home was sure to 
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get in an upitMur — all wUdi was owing Ho tfiaf uheOtittM 
strength of intellect, whidi indnoed him to tnmttoiMAoA; 
but Kiin«#>l^ and which had acqnired liim the reaowMJ 
of Peter the Headstrong. 



CHAPTER IV. 

♦ • 

Mow the people of New-AmHerdam were thrown into a great fa- 
nic, by the news of a threatened invasion : and the manner in 
which theyjbrti/ied themselves. 

There is no sight more truly interesting to a philoso* 
pher, than to contemplate a community whei^ every infr 
vidual has a voice in pnblic afiairs, where every individual 
thinks himself the Atlas of the nation, and where ever; 
individual thinks it his duty to besth* himself for the good 
of his country, — I say, there is nothing more interesdog 
to a philosopher, than to see such a community in a sad- 
den bustle of war. Such a clamour of tongues, such a 
bawling of patriotism, such running hither and thither, 
every body in a hurry, every body up to the ears in trotd>le, 
every body in the way, and every body interrupting ik 
industrious neighbour, who is busily emplojred in doing 
nothing ! It is like witnessing a great fire, where everj 
man is at work like a hero ; some dragging about empty 
en^nes ; others scampering with full buckets, and spil&ig 
the contents into the boots of their neighbours ; and others 
ringing the church-bells all night, by way of putting oat 
tfie fire. Little firemen, like sturdy little knights stimii^ 
ing a breach, clambering up and down scaling*ladder^ 
and bawling through tin trumpets, by way of directing the 
attack. Here one busy fellow, in his great zeal to save 
the pn^rty of the unfortunate, catches up an ancmymoiis 
chamber*utensil, and gallants it ofi^ with an air of as mndi 
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l^rii^importaiioei 9s4f he bad rescued a pot cf money; 
motiberdilrows lo^^g-ghsses aii4 china out of the win* 
dpw^ to save thoi^lfircNn. the flames ; while those^ who eaa 
do nothing else to as^t the great calamity, run; iip and 
down the streets with open throats, keeping up an inces- 
sant cry of— J^Yre / Fire ! Fire ! 

" When the news arrived at Sinope," says the grave 
and profound Lucian^ though I own the story is rather 
trite, << that Philip was about to attack them, the inhabi-^ 
tants were thrown into violent alarm. Some ran to fur* 
bish up their aims ; others rolled stones to build up the 
walls ; every body, in short, was enq)loyed, and every 
body was in the way of his neighbour. Diogenes alone 
was the only man who could find nothing to do ; where- 
upon, determining not to be idle when the wel&re of his 
country was at stake, he tucked up his robe, and fell to 
rolling hb tub with might and main, up and down the 
Gymnasium/' In like manner did every mother's son, 
in the patriotic community €£ New- Amsterdam, on re- 
ceiving the missives of Peter Stuyvesant, busy himself 
most mightily in putting things in confusion, and assist- 
ing the general uproar^ «« Every man," saith the Stuy- 
vesant manuscript^ " flew to arms I" By which is meant, 
that not one of our honest Dutch citizens would venture 
to church or to market, without an old-fashioned spit of 
a sword dangling at his side, and a long Dutch fowling- 
piece on his shoulder; nor would he go out of a night 
without a lanthom; nor turn a comer without .first peep- 
ing cautiously rouiid, lest he should come unawares upon 
a Britbh army; and we are informed^ that Stofiel Brin- 
kerhofi^, who was considered by the old women almost as 
brave a man as the governor himseli^ actually had two 
€Mie-pound swivek mounted in his entry, one pointing out 
at the front door, and the other at the back. 

But the most strenuous measure resorted to on this 
awfiil occasion, and one which has ance been finmd of 
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wooderfid efficacy^ was to ms^mtie pof^darHBdAfl^ 
These bmwluig canvocatiott>» I have already. sbowDy im 
extremely ofifemlve to Peter Sfiujrrafiant ; but. a» this vw 
a moment of unwiiial agilatiQii, akdA 90 thepld goiwoor 
was not pvesent to repreaii^ihemf they br<^Ke out. with in- 
tolerable violence. Hither, therefore, llie CHcators vi 
politicians repaired, and there seemed to be a competi- 
tion among them who should biawL ^h<e loudest, aod ex- 
ceed the others in hyperbc^cal bursts <^ patriotism, and 
in resolutions to uphdkl and defied the government In 
these sage and all-powerfiil meetings it was detenaiiied, 
nenu cmu^ that they were this most enligfaitened, the msA 
dignified, the most iii^Tnidable, and the: most andoit coo- 
munity upon the fact of the earth. Findii^ that ttisi^ 
scdution was so universally and readily carried, anethei 
was immediately proposed^^ Whether it were not possi- 
ble and politic to exterminate^ itjreat. Britain? Upon 
which sixty-nine members spoke most eloquendy in tbe 
affirmative, and only one arose jbO/S^a^^est some doubts, 
who, as a punishment for his treasonable presumption, was 
immediately seized by the moby and tarred and feathered; 
which punishment being equivalent to the Tarpeian Rock, 
he was afterwards considered as ai) outcast from society, 
and his opinion went for.notiiing. .The question, there- 
fore, being unanimously carried in the affinnative, it was 
recommended to the grand council to pass it into a law, 
which was accordingly dcme ; by this measure the hearts 
of the people at large were woiodecfully ^ncoiiraged, and 
they waxed exceedii^ choleric and' valorous. Indeed, 
the first paroxysm pf alarm having. in .some sieasure sub- 
sided, the old,wamen hai^g..<baried all the money ^ley 
could Uy their hands on, ^d.their husbands dajly .getting 
fuddled with what was left — ^the community b^^su eves 
to stand on the offensive* Songs (were .manu&otured ip 
low Dutch, and sung aboj4t theis^eete, i;i;herein^e £ng^ 
lish wei^most wofiilly beati^ mf3i sbpwnao. quarter; 
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and populak! addresses were made, wherein it was proved 
to a certainty^ that the &te of Old England depended up* 
cm the'wyi of the New-Amsterdammers. 

FinaHj^ to strike a Tiolent blow at the very vitals of 
Great Britain, a multitude of the wiser inhabitants asseooH 
bled, and having purchased all the British manufactures 
ibey cotdd find^ they made thereof a huge bonfire ; and^ 
in the patriotic glow of the moment, every man present^ 
i¥lio had a hat or breeches of English workmanship, pul* 
led it 6£^ and direw it most uhdaUntedly into the fiames 
^i^^^to the irreparable detriment, loss, and ruin of the Eng* 
lish mannfactiirei^Sb In odmmemoration of this great ex« 
ploit, they erected a pcde on the spot,. with a device on 
the top intended to re|>resent the province of Nieuw Ne- 
derlandts deistit>ying Great Britain, under the similitude 
of an Eagle picking the litde Island c^ Old England out 
of the globe; but either through the unskilfiilness of the 
sculptor^ br his ill-timed waggery, it bore a striking re* 
semblance to a goose vainly striving to get hold of a 
dumpling* 



CHAPTER V. 

Skonnng how the Grand Co&neil of the New Netherlands came 
to ife r/dnaeuloui^ gift^ f^i^h itmg ioitiguei^'^Togeiker with a 
great tfi^tmph of Ec&HOm^.- 

It wifi need but very little penetration in any one ao* 
qtiaifited with the character and habits of that most po- 
tefit and blustering Monarch the sovereign people-^to 
discover, tihat, notwithstanding all the bustle and talk of 
WW that stunned him in die last chapter, the renowned 
city of New- Ami^rdam is, in sad reality, not a whit bet^ 
tfer prepared for defence than before. Now, though the 
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people^ having gotten over the ftrst alann, and findagw 
enemy immediately at hand, had^ widi diat viiiMrtf 
tongue, for whidi your iUnstrioua rabble is so tmmi 
run into the opposite extreme, and jby dint of galhnt va- 
pouring and rhodomontado, had actually talked dMa- 
selves into the opinion, that they were the hmvest ari 
most powerful people under the sun ; jret were the priiy 
counsellors of Peter Stuyvesant somewhat dubiosi m 
that point. They dreaded, moreover^ lest that sten kaw 
should return and find, that, instead of obejring liii ps» 
remptory orders, they had wasted dieir time in Kslttuag 
to the hectorings of the mob, than which, thqr well koBW 
there was nothing he held in more exalted contempt 

To make up therefore as speedily as poasihle finr lost 
time; a grand divan of the counsellors and burgoDHateii 
was convened, to talk over the critical state of the{if«ih 
vince, and devise measures for its safety* Two tUi^ 
were unanimously agreed upon in this venerable assen- 
bly : first, that the cily requir^ to be put in a state of 
defence^--and secondly, that as the danger was immineBt, 
there should be no time lost — which points being settled, 
they immediately fell to making long speeches, and bela- 
bouring one another in endless and intemperate diqnites. 
For about this time was this unhappy city first visited bj 
that talking endemic, so universally prevalent in tha 
country, and which so invariably evinces itself^ wherever 
a number of wise men assemble togeUier; breaking out 
in long windy speeches, caused, as physicians suppofls, by 
the foul air which is ever generated ui a crowd« Now it 
was, moreover, that they first introduced the ingenioai 
method of measuring the merits of an harangue by tki 
hour-glass; he being considered the ^ablest orator wko 
spoke longest on a question-— for which excellent inven- 
tion, it is recorded, we are indebted to the same profound 
Dutch critic who judged of books by their size. 

This sudden passion for endless harangues, so little 
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cclDMtent; widi.lbe.^suslomaiy gravi^ and tacittinMty .irf* 
our tiige fofiefiitluervf was supposed by certain learned phjr< 
loaophers, to ha^e been imbibedf together with diyerp 
.other ;l)arbarous.pi;<^>ensitie8, from their savage neigh" 
tmurs ; who were^ peodiarly noted for their long talki and 
tommcUJatB ; who would never undertake any a&ir of the 
feaat importance, without previous debatesadd harangues 
MBOBg their chiefr and old sku. But the real cause was» 
tbjtdL the people* in decting their rqpresentativffii to the 
grand ixNincil, were particuhur in choosing them for their 
.talents at talking^ without ijuquiring whether they posses- 
aed.the more rare, difficult, and oft times important 
.talent, of holding thrir tongues. The consequence wa% 
that this deliberative body was composed of the most lo- 
quacious men in the community. As they considered 
themselves placed there to talk, every man concluded that 
his duty to his constituents, and, what is more, his p<^u^ 
■lajrtly . with them, required that ha should baraogue on 
every sulgect, whether he understood it or not There 
was an ancient mode of burying a chieftain, by every 
sddier throwing his shield iull of earth on the coipse, 
until a mighty moilnd was formed; so whenever a quesi- 
tion «»s brought forward in this assembly, every member 
pressing forward to throw on his quantum of wisdom, the 
subject was quickly buried undar a huge mass of wordsr 

We are told in the Attic nights of Aulus Oellius, itkftt 
when disciples were admitted into the school of Pythago- 
ras, they were for two years enjoined silence, and were 
neither permitted to ask questions nor make remarks. 
After they had thus acquired the inestimable art of holdr 
ing their tongues, they were gradually permitted to make 
inquiries, and finally to communicate their own opinions. 

What a pity is it, that while superstitiously hoarding 
up the rubbish and rags pf antiquity, we should sufier 
these precious gems to lie unnoticed. What a beneficial 
efiept would this wise r^^tion pf Pythagoras have, if 

2V 
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introduced in legislative bodie8^^^^4md hcyw wondeifally 
Woald it have tended to expedite bnirinett in tlie gad \ t 
ctouncil of the Manbattoen. •• I r 

Thus however, did dame Wifidom^ (whom the wagirf b 
antiquity have humorously personified as n woman,) teen 
to tekt mischievous pleasure in jilting the veneraUeoon- I 
•ellors of New- Amsterdam. The old ftctkms of long d 
'pq)es and short pipes, which had been adEmost sUigled h 
by the Herculean grasp of Peter Stuyresant^ now f^tfo^ 
top with tenfold violence. Not that the -original canse of 
difierence still existed, but it has ever b^the&teof h 
party names and party ranconi* to renminy long after die li 
principles that gave rise to them have beien far|;otten. u 
To complete the public conftisichi and be^trildemieat, tiie h 
%ital word Economy, which one wodld hai^ thought was 
dead and buried with William the Testy, was once more 
set afloat, like the apple of discord, hi the grand cooBd 
trf* Nieuw Nederiandts — according to "which sonnd prno- 
pie of policy, it was deemed more expedient to throw strtj 
twenty thousand guilders upon an mdKcient fdan of d^ 
fence, than thirty thousand on a good and substantial coe, 
the province thus making a clear saving of ten thoostfri 
guilders. 

But when they catntie to discuss the mode t)f defisnee^ 
then began a war of words that baflks all descriptioB. 
The members being, as I observed, enlisted in oppmite 
parties, were enabled to proceed with amazii^v^stem and 
regularity in the discussion of the questions befinre them. 
Whatever was proposed by a long pipe, was opposed by 
the whole tribe of shoit pipes, who, Iflce true pofitidans, 
considered it th^ir^fstduty, to effect the downid^tlie 
long pipes— their second, to elevate themselves; and 
their third, to consult the welfare of the '0oiintry« His 
at least was the creed of the most upright among the par- 
ty ; for as to the great mass, they leftthe thitd oonsiden- 
tion out of the 'question altogether. 
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« In thi«' great pqlU^foi^ pf 1)^4 liea^s, it i^t astpnLshii^ 
r th# niimber of piwg^ts fo;r ^^^ce, th^t^ wq-9 struc^ out I 
UPt o;ie c^wJ^ich ha4 ev^r hpen hesif^ of b(Bfore,f i^or ha^ 
E b^n heacd of simcef unless i^ be in very moderq dajr&i 
« -^rfurpjects that threw the windmill s;st^ of the ingenioiuj 
a Kieft completely ip the bfiisk.g^oupd. . Still, howev^^l 

■ nothing, could \)^ decided on; for so i^oon fUBj^ formidable 

■ host of aif ca^tl^ wer^ r^£|red by one p^rty, they were de* 
I moU^hed by the other ; the simple populace stood gBSfing 
f in anidous .expectation pf Hfke mighty e^ th^t was to be 
f hatched wifh aU thi^ cack^ng, but they gazed in vain, fin: 
r it ajqpeared that the grand council wa£f determined to pro- 
tect the province, a3 did the noble and gigantic Pantagijuel 
his army, by cpvering it with his tongues. 

Indeed there was a portion of the mepibers consisting 
of fatj sdffimportant old burghers» who smpked th^ pipes 
and said nothing, excepting to negative every plan of de- 
fence that was offered. These were of that class of wealthy 
old citizens who having amassed a fortune, button up their 
pockets, shut their mouths, look rich, and are good for 
nothing all the rest of fheir liyi^. Like some phlegmatic 
oyster, which having swallowed a pearl, closes its shell, 
settles down in the mud, and parts with its life sooner 
than its treasure. Every plan of defence seemed to these 
-worthy old gentlemen pregnant with ruin. An armed 
force was a legion of locusts, preying upon the public pro- 
perty; to fiit out a naval annai^entwas to throw their money 
into the sea; to bupd fortifications was to bury it in the 
dirt. In short; they settled it as a sovereign maxim, so 
long as thjeir. pockets were fiill, no matter how much they 
were drubbed. — A kick left no scar ; a broken head cured 
itself; but an empty purse was of all maladies the slowest 
to heal, and ope in which nature did nothing to the pa^ 
.tienit 

Thus did this venerable assembly of sages lavish away 
that time which the urgency of affairs rendered invaluable, 
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in emp^ bniwls and kmg^lrmded qpeeches,' tiritho'tat eier 
agreeing, except on the point with whic^ tiiey slaitei, 
namely, that there was no time to be lost, and dekjnns 
nibioils. At length St Nichoiaa^ taking catnp^ia&BoAtKi 
their distracted situation, and anxioiia to p reserve them 
from anarchy, so ordered, that in the midst c^one of ffaeir 
most nmsy debates on the suligect of fbrtificatioa and de- 
fence, when they had nearly fiillen to loggerheads in ood- 
sequence of not being able to convince each odier, die 
qaesticm was happily settled by a messenger, who bounced 
into the chamber and informed them, that the hostile fleet 
had arrived, and was actually advancing up the bay .' 

Thus was all further necessity of either fortifying or 
disputing completely obviated ; and thus was the grand 
council saved a world of words, and the province a wM 
of expense —a most absolute and glorioqs trifimph of aoo< 
nomy. 



CHAPTER VI. 

/» nthich the troubles of New-Arngterdam dppdar to thidkdt^ 
Showing the bravery, in time of peril, of a people n^ho defend 
themselves hf resolutions. 

Like as an assemblage of politic cats, engaged in clamo- 
rous gibberings and catterwaulings, eyeing one anodier 
with hideous grimaces, spitting in eadi odier's fiic^es, and 
on the point of breaking forth into a general dappernrlaw- 
ing, are suddenly put to scampering, rout, and confiision, 
by the startling appearance of a house-dog — so was the 
no less vociferous council of New- Amsterdam amased, as- 
tounded, and totally dispersed, by the sudden arrival of 
the enemy. Every member made the best c^ his way 
home, waddling along as fast as his short l^s could ftg 
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tmdei' their heaty burthen, and wheezing aa he went with 
eofpulencj and terror. When he arrived at his caatk, he 
barriidadoed the street-door, and buried himself in the A* 
der odiiar, without daring to peep out^ lest he should have 
his head carried off by a cannon haUL 

The soviereign people all crowded into the market place, 
herding togedier with the instinct (^ sheep, who seek for 
sa&ty in each other's company, when the shef^erd and 
his dog are absent, and the wolf ia prowling round the 
IcUL Far from finding relief, however, they only increased 
eadi other's terrors. Each man looked ruefully in his 
neighbour's fiice, in search of encouragement, but only 
found in its woebegone lineaments, a confirmation of his 
own dismay. Not a word now was to be heard of con- 
quering Great Britain, not a whisper about the sovereign 
virtues of economy*^while the old women heightened the 
general gloom, by clamorously bewailing their &te, and 
incessandy calling for protection on St. Nicholas and Pe^ 
ter Stuyvesant. 

Oh, how did they bewail the absence of the lion-hearted 
Peter !— and how did they long for the comforting pre- 
sence of Anthony Van Corlear ! Indeed, a gloomy un- 
certain^ hung over the &te of these adventurous heroes. 
Day after day had eli^sed smce the alarming message 
firom the governor, widiout bringing any fiirther tidings 
of his safety. Many a fearfiil conjecture was hazarded as 
to what had befidlen him and his loyal squire. Had 
they not been devoured alive by the cannibals of Marble- 
head and Cape Cod? Were diey not put to the question 
by the great council of Anq>hyctions ? Were they not 
smothered in onkms by the terrible men of Pyquag? — In 
the midst of this consternation and perplexi^, when hor- 
ror, like a migfa^ night-mare, sat brooding upon the little^ 
figit, plethoric dtj of New- Amsterdam, the ears of the mul- 
titude weie suddenly startled by a strange and distant 
sound — it approached — it grew louder and louder — and 
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now it resounded at the ci^ gate. The public could not 
be mistaken in the well-known sound. A diout of jo; 
burst from thw lips, as the gallant Peter, covered iddi 
dust, and followed by his fiiithiul trumpeter, came galiop- 
ping into the market-place^ 

. The first transpcnrts of the populace having subsided, 
they gathered round the honeat Anthony, as he dismounted 
frcmi his horse, overwhelming him with greetings tod 
congratulations. la breathless accents he related to 
them the marvellous adventures dirou^h which the eld 
governor and himself had gone, in making their escape 
from the clutches of the terrible Amphyctions. But 
though the Stuyvesant manuscript, with its customary 
Bunuteness where any thing touching the great Peter is 
omcerned, is very particular as to the incidents of tkb 
masterly i^treat, yet the particular state of the puUicaf' 
fidrs will not allow me to indulge in a fiill recital thereof. 
Let it suffice to say, that, while Peter Stuyvesant was 
anxiously revolving in his mind, how he could make 
good his escape with honour and dignity,, certain of the 
ships sent out for the conquest of the Manhattoes touched 
at liie eastern ports, to obtain needful supplies, and to call 
on the grand council of the league for its promised eo- 
operatiom Upon hearing of this, the vigilant Peter per- 
ceiving thiat a momenf s delay were &tal, made a secret 
and precipitate decampment; though much did it grieye 
his lofty soul, to be obliged to turn his back even upon a 
naUon of foes. Many hairrbi^adth 'scapes and divers 
perilous mishaps did diey sustain, as they.scoiii)ed, with- 
out sound of trumpet, through ^e fair regions of th/e jsast 
Already was the country in an uproar with hostile prquura- 
tion, and they were obliged to take a- large .circuit in th^ 
flight, lurkii^ ^ng, through the woody mouotains of the 
-Devil's Backbone ; from whence the valiant Peter sallied 
forth one -day, lUce a lion, and put to route. a whole l^on 
of squatters, consisting of three generations of a prolific 
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fitfniiyi who were already on their way to take possession 
of some corner of the New-Netherlands. Nay, the fidth- 
.fill Anthony had gtfeat difficulty at sundry times, to pi^ 
vent him, in the excess of his wrath, from descending 
down frcnn the mountains, and &lling sword in hand, 
upon certain of the border-towns, who were hiarshalling 
forth their draggle-tailed militia. 

The first movements, of the governor on reaiching his 
dwdling, was to mount the xoof, from whence he contein^ 
plated with rueful aspect the hostile squadron. This had 
already c6me to an anchor in the bay,, and consisted of 
two stout frigates, having on board, as John Josse^yn, 
Gent., informs ua, << three hundred valiant red coats." 
Having taken this survey, he sat himself down, and wrote 
an epistle to the commander, demanding his reason of au- 
thoring in the harbour without obtaining {nrevious jper- 
misision so to do. This letter was couched in the most 
cfignified and courteous terms, though I have it from un- 
doubted authority, that his teeth were dinched, and he 
had a bitter sardonic grin upon his visage^ all the w}iile 
he wrote. Having despatched hi& letter, the gri^n Peter 
stumped to and fro about the town, with a most war-be* 
tokening countenance, his hands thrust into his breeches 
podkets, and whistling a low Dutch Pisalm tune, whidi 
bore no small resemblance to the music of anorth-^east wind, 
whexk a storm is brewing. The very dogs, as they eyed 
him, skulked away in dismay-^ while all the old and ugly 
wotnen df Nclw- Amsterdam rran howling at Ifeis heels, idi- 
(floring him to save them ^om murder, robbery^ and pi- 
tiless ravishment ! 

. The rqply of Col. Nichols, ^ho commanded the.inva- 
^rs, was couched in terms of equad court^^ with ;the 1^ 
ter of the gov€tmor'-»deolarlng the right ahd title of bis 
British majesty to the province; where he affirmed the 
Dutch to be mere intei^lopers ; and demanding that the 
town, forts, &c. should be forthwith rendered into his 
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majestfs obedience and protection— -promising at tte 
same time, life, liberty, estate, and free trade, to e^eij 
Dutch denizen, who should readily submit to his nugeslj^s 
government* 

Peter Stuyvesant read over this friendly epistle wA 
some such harmony of aspect as we may suppose a cnu^ 
&rmer, who has long been &ttening upon his neif^bour'i 
soil, reads the loving letter of John Stiles, that warns hioi 
of an action of ejectment The old governor, however 
was not to be taken by surprise, but thrusting the sum- 
mons into his breeches pocket, he stalked three diBcs 
across the room, took a pinch of snuff with great rcbe- 
mence, and then loftily waving his hand, promised to 
send an answer the next morning. In the mean time he 
called a general council of war of his privy counsellon 
and burgomasters, not for the purpose of asking their ad- 
vice, for that, as has been already shown, he valued not 
a rush ; but to make known unto them his sovereign de- 
termination, and require their prompt adherence* 

Before^ however, he convened his council, he resolved 
upon three important points ; Jirgif never to give up the 
city, without a little hard fighting, for he deemed it highly 
derogatory to the dignity of so renowned a ci^, to suffer 
itself to be captured and stripped, without receiving a few 
kicks into the bargain. Secondly i that the majority of his 
grand council was composed of arrant poltroons, utterly 
destitute of true bottom; and, thirdfy^ that he would not 
therefore suffer them to see the summons of CoL Nichols, 
lest the easy terms it held out might induce them to dar 
mour for a surrender. 

His orders being duly promulgated, it was a piteous 
sight to behold the late valiant burgomasters, who had 
demolished the whole British empire in their harangues; 
peeping ruefiilly out of their hiding places, and then crawl- 
ing cautiously forth, dodging through narrow lanes and 
alleys; starting at every little dog that barked, as though 
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it had' been a disdiarge of artUlery — mistaking lampposts 
forv British grena(&rs^ and in the excess of their panic, 
metamorplio^ing pumps into forniidable soldiers, levelling 
blunderbusses at their bosoms ! Having, however, in 
despite of numerous perils and difficulties of the kind, ar* 
rived safe, without the loss of a sin^e man, at the hall of 
assembly, they took their seats and awaited in fearful si* 
lenoe the arrival of the governor. In a few momaits tfao 
wooden leg of the intrepid Peter was heard in regular 
and stout-hearted thumps upon the staircase. — He enter- 
ed the chamber, arrayed in full suit of regimentals, and cari* 
rying his trusty toledo, not girded on his thigh, but tucked 
under his arm. As the governor never equipped himself 
ki this portentous manner, unless something of martial na^- 
tarewere working within his fearless pericranium, his 
eouncil regarded him ruefully, as a very Janus, bearing 
fire and sword in his iron countenance, and forgot to light 
their pipes in breathless suspense. 

The .great Peter was as eloquent as he was valorous; 
indeed, these> two rare qualities seemed to go hand in 
hand in his composition ; and, unlike most great states^ 
men, whose victories are only confined to the bloodless 
field of argument, he was always ready to enforce his har* 
dy words by no less hardy deeds. His speeches were ge-o 
nerally marked by a simplicity, approaching to bluntness, 
and by ^uly categorical decision. Addressing the grand 
council, he touched briefly upon the perils and hardships 
he had sustained, in escaping from his crafty foes. He 
next reproached the council, for wasting in idle debate, 
and party feuds, that time which should have been devot^ 
to their country. , He was particularly indignant at thosc^ 
brawlers, who, conscious of mdividual security, had dis- 
graced the councils of the province, by impotent hectorings 
and scurrilous invectives, agamst a noble aUd a poweHul 
enemy — ►those cowardly curs, who were incessant in their 
barkings and yelpings at the lion, while distant or asleep, 
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bat themoment he approached, were the first U> skulkir I 
way. He now called on those who had been so Yalimt 
in their threats against Great Britain, to stand finrth sod 
support their vauntings by their actions-^for it was iedh 
not wardsf that bespoke the spirit of a nation. He pro- 
ceeded to recal the golden days of former prosper^y 
which were only to be gained by manfully withstaodiDg 
their enemies ; forthepeaoe,heobseryedy whichisa&ctod 
by force of arms, is always more sure and duraUe, tbia 
that which is patched up by temporary accommodations. 
He endeavoured) moreover, to arouse their martial fire^ 
by reminding them of the time, when, before the fiownii^ 
walls of fort Christina, he had led them on to vicUxj. 
He strove likewise to awaken their confidence, by bssos- 
ing them of the protection of St« Nicholas, who had hi- 
therto maintained them in safety, amid all the savages of 
the wilderness, the witches and squatters of the east, and 
the giants of Merry-land. Finally, he informed them d 
the insolent summons he had received, to surrender; but 
concluded by swearing to defend the province as long as 
heaven was on his side, and he had a wooden 1^ to stand 
upon. Which noble sentence he emphasized by a trenneB- 
dous thwack with the broad side of his sword up<xi die 
table, that totally electrified his auditors. 

The privy counsellors, who had long been accustomed 
to the governor's way, and in fiict had been brought into 
as perfect discipline, as were ever the soldiers c^ the great 
Frederick, saw that there was no use in saying a word — 
so lighted their pipes and smoked away in silence like bt 
and discreet counsellors. But the buigomasters being less 
under the governor's control, considering themselves as 
representatives of the sovereign people, and being more- 
over inflated with considerable importance and self-suffici- 
ency, which they had acquired at those notable schools of 
wisdom and morality, the popular meetings— were not so 
easily satisfied. Mustering up fresh spirit, when they 
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fimind there was some chance of escaping from their pre- 
t»»it jeopardy, without the disagreeable alternative of fights 
ing, they requested a copy of the summ(»is to surrender^ 
that they might show it to a general meeting of the peoplei 

So insolent and mutinous a request would have been 
«nough to have roused the gorge of the tranquil Van 
Twiller himself— what thai must have been its effect upon 
the great StU3rvesant, who was not only a Dutchman, a 
governor, and a valiant wooden-legged soldier to boot, but 
withal a man of the most stomachAil dlid gunpowder dis- 
position. He burst forth into a blaze of noble indignation, 
to which the fiunous rage of Achilles was a mere pouting 
fit-HSwore not a mother's son of them should see a sylla- 
ble of it— -that they deserved, every one of them, to be 
hanged, drawn, and quartered, for traitorously daring to 
question the infallibility of government ; that as to their 
advice or concurrence, he did not care a whiff of tobacco 
for either ; that he had long been harassed and thwarted 
by their cowardly councils ; but that they might thence- 
forth go home, and go to bed like old women, for he was 
determined to defend the colony himself, without the as- 
sistance of them or then* adherents ! So saying he tucked , 
his sword under his arm, cocked his hat upon his head, 
and girding up his loins, stumped indignantly out of the 
council-chamber, every body making room for him as he 
passed. 

No sooner had he gone than the busy burgomasters 
called a public meeting in front of the Stadt-house, whei% 
ithey appointed as chairman one Dofiie Roerback, a mighty 
gingerbread-baker in the land, and formerly of the cabinet 
of William the Testy. He was looked up to with great 
reverence by the populace, who considered him a man of 
dark knowledge, seeing he was the first that imprinted 
new-year cakes with the mysterious hieroglyphics of the 
4X>ck and breeches, and such like magical devices. 

This great burgomaster^ who still chewed the cud of ill- 
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wOl ttgtOMM die rnSmA S uij fc aii ty in copseqocnce of 
hsTii^ been ignommioiislj kicked oat of kis cabinet al 
die time of his takii^ the reins of guf e r nm cnt, addressed 
die greasy maldtode in what is called a patriotic speedi; 
m which he infimrmed them of the conrteoiis smranons to 
sorrender— of the govemor^s r^bsal to comply therewith 
—of his denying the puMic a sight rf the summons, wliich^ 
he had no doubt, contained conditions highly to the ho- 
nour and advantage of the province. 

He then proceeded to ^eak of his excellency in high 
sounding terms, snitaUe to the dignity and grandeur of 
his station, comparing him to Nero, Caligola, sad those 
other great men of yore, who are generally quoted by 
popular orators cm similar occasions. Assuring the peo- 
ple that the history of the world did not contain a despo- 
tic outrage to equal the present for atrocd^, cruelty, ty- 
ranny, and blood-thirstiness ; that it would be recorded 
in letters of fire on the blood-stained tablet of history ! 
diat ages would roll back with sudden horror, when they 
came to view it ! That the womb of time — (by the way 
your orators and writers take strange liberties with the 
womb of time, though some would fiun have us believe 
that time is an old gentleman) — that the womb of time, 
pregnant as it was with direful horrors, would never pro- 
duce a parallel enormity ! — with a variety of other heart- 
rending, soul-stirring tropes and figures, which I cannot 
enumerate. Neither, indeed, need I, for they were ex- 
actly the same that are used in ail popular harangues and 
patriotic orations at the present day, and may be classed 
in rhetoric under the general tide of Rigmaroub. 

The speech of this inspired burgomaster being finished, 
the meeting fell into a kind of popular fermentation, whidi 
produced not only a string of right wise resolutions, but 
likewise a most resolute memorial, addressed to the go- 
vernor, remonstrating at his conduct ; which was no sooner 
handed to him, than he handed it into the fiire ; and thus 
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depriv^fpo^rity of an invaluable document, that. might 
have/sevved as a precedent to the enlightened cobblers 
and tailors of the present day, in their sage intermeddlings 
with politics. . 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Coniainihg a doleful dUaster of' Anthony the Trumpeter ; and 

'■' how Peter Stuyvesant, like a second Cromtvell, suddenly dis* 

solved a Rump Parliament, . <> 

Now did the high-minded Pieter de Groodt shower 
down a pannier-load of benedictions upon his burgomas- 
terS) for a set of self-willed, obstinate, headstrong varlets, 
who would neither be convinced nor persuaded ; and de- 
termined thenceforth to have nothing more to do with 
them, but to consult merely the opinion of his privy 
counsellors, which he knew from experience to be the 
best in the world, inasmuch as it never differed from his 
own. Nor did. he omit, now that his hapd was in, to be- 
stow some thousand left-handed compliments upon the 
sovereign p^ple, whom he rs^led at for a herd of pol- 
troons, who had no relish for the gloripus hai:dships ^uijjL 
illustrious misadventures of battle-r-but would rather stay 
at home, and, eat and sleep in ignoble eai^e, than gain im- 
mortality and a broken head, by valiantly £ghting in a 
ditch. 

Resolutely bent, however, upon defending his beloved 
city, in despite even of itself, he called unto him his trusty 
Van Corlear, who was his right-hand man in all times of 
emergency. Him did he adjure to take his war-denoun- 
cing trumpet, and mounting his horse, to beat up the 
country, night and day — sounding the alarm along the 
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pastoral borders of the Bromc ■Btnrtlidg. tke wild sdi- 
tudes cX Crotoii'-^'-arousing the rugged yecMBiaiiiy ef We&« 
hawk and Hoboeken — ^the mighty men of battle of IV^ 
pan Bay * — and the brave boys of Tarry town and Sleq^ 
hollow — together with all the other warriors of the coufi- 
try round about; charging them one and all, to sling 
their powder-horns, shoulder their fowling-pieces, aod 
march merrily down to the M anhattoes. 

Now there was nothing in all the world, the divine sex 
excepted, that Anthony Van Corlear loved better than 
errands erf this kind. So^ just stopping to take a Instjr 
dinner, and bracing to his side his junk-bottle, well 
charged with heart^inspiring Hollands, he issued joOily 
firom the city gate, that lodced out utK>n what is at \(Kr 
sent called Broad-way; soundkig as usual a frreweU 
strain, that rung in sprightly echoes through the winding 
streets of New-Amsterdam— Alas ! never more were they 
to be gladdened by the melody of their favourite trum- 
peter! 

It was a dark and stormy night when the good Anthony 
arrived at the &mous creek' (sagely denominated Har- 
lem river) which separates the island of Manna-hata from 
the main land. Tlie wind -was high, the elements weie 
in an uproar, and no Charon could be found to ferry the 
adventurous sounder of brass across the water. For a 
short time he vapoured like an impatient ghost upon the 
brink, and th^i, bethinldiig himself of the ui^gency of lus 
errand, took a. hearty embrace of his stone botde, swore 
most valorously that he would swim across, en spijt doL 
duyvtl (in spite of the devil !^) and daringly plunged into 
the stream. — Luckless Anthony ! scarce had he buffeted 
half-way over, when he was observed to strug^e violent! j, 

* A corruption of Top-paun; so called ^om a tribe of Indians 
which boasted 150 fighting men* See Ogilvie*^ History. 
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ias if battling with the i^irit of the waters^-*-instinctiyely 
he put his trumpet to his mouth, and, giving a vehement 
blast, sunk for ever to the bottom ! 
: The potent clangour of his trumpet, like the ivory 
horn of the renowned Paladin Orlando, when expiring in 
the glorious fidid €i Roneesvalles, rung &r and wide 
through the country, alarming the neighbours rounds 
who hurried in amazement' to the spot— -Here an old 
Dutch burgher, famed for his veracity, and who had been 
a witness of the fact, related to them the melancholy a& 
iair ; with the fearful addition (to which I am slow 6{ 
giving belief), that he saw the duyvel, in the shape of a 
huge moss-bonker, seize the sturdy Anthony by the leg, 
and drag him beneath the waves. Certain it is, the place^ 
with the adjoining promontory, which projects into the 
Hudson, has been called Spijl den duyvel^ or Spiking 
duyvelf ever since— the restless ghost of the unfortunate 
Anthony still haimts the surrounding solitudes, and his 
trumpet has often been heard by the neighbours, of a 
stormy night, mingling, with the howling of the blast. 
Nobody ever attempts to swim over the creek after dark ; 
on the omtrary, a bridge has been built to guard against 
such melanchcdy accidents in ftiture — and as to moss* 
bonkers, they are held in such abhorrence, that no true 
Dutchman will admit them to his table, who loves good 
fish, and hates the devil. 

Such was the end of Anthony. Van Corlear-»a man 
deserving of a better fiite. He lived roundly and sounds 
ly, like a true and jolly bachelor, until the day of hig 
death ; but though he was never married, yet did he leave 
behind some two or three dozen children, in different 
parts of the country— fine chubby, brawling, flatulent 
Uttle urchins, fix>m whom, if legends speak true (and they 
ai^e not apt to lie), did descend the innumerable race of 
editors, who peqple and defend this country, and who are 
bountiftilly paid by the people for keeping up a constant 
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alarm— and making them miserable. Would thatdiey 
inherited the worth, as they do the wind, of their T^ 
nowned progenitor ! 

The tidings of this lamentable catastrophe imparted a 
severer pang to the bosom of Peter Stuyvesant, than did 
even the invasion of his beloved Amsterdam. It came 
ruthlessly home to those sweet affections^ that grow dose 
kround the heart, and are nourished by its wannest car- 
rent. As some lone pilgrim wandering in trodden 
wastes, while the tempest whistles through his locks^ and 
dreary night is gathering around, sees stretched, cold and 
lifeless, his faithful dog-** the sole companion of his joor- 
neying-^^who had shared his solitary meal, and so often 
licked his hand in humble gratitude ;-— so did the gene- 
rous-'hearted hero of the Manhattoes contemplate the un- 
timely end of his fiiithful Anthony. He had been the 
humble attendant of his footsteps^— he had cheered hin 
ih many a heavy hour, by his honest g^ety; and had 
followed him in loyalty and afiection, through many a 
scene of direful peril and mishap. He was gone for ever 
—and that too at a mmnent when every mongrel cur 
seemed skulking from his side.— -This, Peter Stuyvesant 
—-this was th^ moment to try thy fortitude; and this 
was the moment, when thou didst indeed shine forth— 
Peter the Headetrotig, 

The glare of day had long dispelled the horrors of the 
last stormy night, still all was dull and gloomy. Tlie 
late jovial Apollo hid his face behind lugubrious clouds, 
peeping out now and then for an instant, as if anxious, 
yet fearful, to see what was going on in his fovourite dty. 
This was the eventful morning, when the great Peter was 
to give his reply to the sununons of the invaders. Al- 
ready was he closeted with his privy council, sitting in 
grim state brooding over the fate of his favourite trumpe- 
ter, and anon boiling with indignation as the inscdence of 
his recreant burgomasters flashed upon his mind. While 
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in this state of irritation, a courier arrived in all haste 
from Winthrop, the subtle governor o£ Connecticut, coun- 
selling him in the most affectionate and disinterested man- 
ner to surrender the province, and magnifying the dan- 
gers and calamities to which a refusal would subject him. 
What a moment was this to intrude officious advice upon 
a man who never took advice in his whole life! — The 
fiery old governor strode up and down the chamber, with 
a vehemence that made the bosoms of his counsellors to 
quake with awe, railing at his unlucky &te, that thus 
made him the constant butt of &etious subjects and je«> 
soitical advisers. 

Just at this ill-chosen juncture^ the officious burgo- 
masters, who were now completely on the watch, and had 
heard of the arrival of mysterious dispatches, came march- 
ing in a resolute body into the room, with a legion of sche- 
pais and toad-eaters at their heels, and abruptly demanded 
a perusal of the letter. . Thus to be broken in upon by 
what he esteemed a <^ rascal rabble," and that too at the 
very moment he was grinding under an irritation Srom 
abroad, was too much for the spleen of the choleric Pe- 
ter. He tore the letter in a thousand pieces,* threw it 
in the face of the nearest burgomaster, broke his pipe 
over the head of the next, hurled his spitting-box at an 
unlucky schepen, who was just making a masterly retreat 
out at the door, and finally prorogued the whcde meeting 
sine die, by kicking them down stairs with his wooden 
leg. 

As soon as the burgomasters could recover firom the cmi- 
fiision into which their sudden exit had thrown them, and 
had taken a little time to breathe, they protested against 
the conduct of the governor, which they did not hesitate • 
to pronounce tyrannical, unconstitutional, highly indecent, 
and somewhat disrespectfiil. They then called a public 
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meeting, where they read the protest, and addressing tlie 
assembly in a set speech, related at fvdl length, and with 
appropriate colouring and exaggeration, the despotic and 
vindictive deportment of the governor ; declaring that, £» 
their own parts, they did not value a straw the hmg 
kicked, cuffed, and mauled by the timber toe of his ex- 
cellency, but they felt for the dignity of the sovereijgii 
people, thus rudely insulted by the outrage committed on 
the seats of honour of their representatives. The latter 
part of the harangue had a violent effect upon the sena- 
billty> of the |)eople, as it came home at once to that deli? 
cacy of feeling and jealous pride of character vested in all 
true mobs ; who, though they may bear usuries without 
% murmur, yet are marvellously jealous of their soveragD 
dignity ; and there is no knowing to what act of reseat- 
ment they might have been provoked against the re- 
doubtable Peter, had not the greasy rogues been soiae- 
whftt more afraid of their sturdy old goveixior, than thqr 
were of St. Nicholas, the English, or the D-? 1 himselC 



CHAPTER VUI. 

Hotv PeUr Stwfve*qnt defended the cU^ of Nem^Amiierdam Jv 
s0feral day^, b^ dint of ike ttrengih of his head. 

, Thebe is something exceedingly sublime and meian- 
choly in the spectacle which the present crisis of our lus- 
tory presents. An illustrious and venerable little d^ 
th^ metropolis of an imsftense extent of uninhabited couih 
try, garrisoned by a doughty host of orators, chairmen, 
committeemen, burgomasters, schepens, and old women, 
governed by a determined and strongrheaded warrior, 
and fortified by mud-batteries, palisadoes, and resolu- 
tions^ blockaded by sea, bele^gi^red by land, and threat- 
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ened with dk^hl dte^atioa'frokn without, while its vecjr 
vitals are tonit Mth int^nkl &ctidn aiid coihraotion ! Nb-« • 
vei* did historic p^n ifebord la pioge of morb complicated 
distress, unless it be the strife that distracted the Israelites' 
during the sieg^ of Jerusalem, where discordant parties 
^ere cutiii^ each other's diroats, at the moment when 
the victorious legions of Titus had toppled down their 
bulwarks-, ahd were carryii^ fire and sword into the yery. 
Sanctmn Stoctornm of the ten^l6* 

Ooy^mor Stnjnnesant having triumfphantly, as has been 
recorded^ put his grand council to the rout, and thus de^ 
liyered himself from a multitude of impertinent advisers^' 
despatched a categorical reply to the commanders of the 
invading squadron; whetein he asserted the right and 
title of their high mightinesses the lords states general 
to the province of New Netherlands, and trusting in the 
ri^teousness of his cause, set the whple British nation at 
defiance 1 My anxilety to extricate my readers and my- 
self firom these disastrous scenes, prevents me fit>m giv«J 
ing the whole of thi^ gallant letter, which concluded in 
these manl^ and affectionate terms : 

<< As touching the threats in your conclusion, we have 
nothing to.toswer^ only thai we fear nothing but what 
Grod (whd it as just as merdfiil) shall lay upcm us— aQ 
things being in his gracious disposal— -and we may as well 
be (Preserved by Him with small ibrces, as by a great 
tony; which makes us to wish yoU ail happi&ess and 
prosperity, and recommend you to his protection. — My 
lords, your thrice humUe land affectionate servant and 
firiend, 

*^R St^yVesaitt." 

Thus having resolutely thrown his gauntlet, the brave 
Peter stttdc a pair of horse-pistdb ih iiis belt>«Hgirded aH 
immense .powder-horn (m his side-^thrusfriiili sound kg 
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into a bessian boot*— and, clapfHBg bis fierce littk wip 
bat on the top of his bead, paraded op and down m front 
of bis bouse, determined to defend bis belored citfr te (be 
bitt 

Wbile all tbese wofiil struggles and dis^^isions wot 
prevailing in the unhappy city of New* Amsterdam, and 
while its worthy, but ill-starred governor was framing 
the above quoted letter, the. English commanders did not 
remain idle. They had agents secretly employed to fc- 
ment the fears and damours of the pcqyidace ; and more- 
over cinculated fiir and wide, through the adjacent coun- 
try, a proclamation, repeating the terms they had afaieady 
held out in their summons to surrender^ and beguiling 
the simple Netherlanders with the most crafly and concH 
bating professions. They promised that every man who 
voluntarily submitted to the authority of his British ma- 
jesty, should retain peaceable possession of his house, his 
vrottw, and his cabbage garden. That he should be suf" 
fered to smoke his pipe, speak Dutch^ wear as mBhj 
breeches as be pleased, and import bricks^ tiles, and stone 
jugs fit>m Holland, instead of manufiMrturing them on the ' 
spot — that he should on no account be compelled to learn 
the English language, or keep accounts in any other way 
than by casting them upcm his fingers, and cbalkingthem 
down upon the crown of his hat; as is sdll observed a- 
m<»ig the Dutch yeomanry at the present 4&y* Tbst 
eveiy man should be allowed quietly to inherit his fiithex's 
hat, coat, shoe^buckles, pipe, and every other personal 
appendage ; and that no man should be obliged to cont 
form to any improvements, inventions, or any other moX 
dern innovations; but, on the contrary, should be per«-\ 
mitted to build his house, follow his trade, manage his \ 
fiurm, rear his hogs, and educate his children, precisely I 
as his ancestors did before him since time immemoriaL — | 
Finally, that he should have all the benefits office trade, 
and should mat be required to acknowledge any other 
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gftint iti,tfae calendar than SaiAt Nicholas, who should* 
thenceforward, as before, be considered the tutelar saint 
crf'thecily. 

These terms, as may be supposed, appeared very satif^i 
fiu;tory to the people, who had a great disposition to enjoy 
their property unmolested, and a most singular ayersioa. 
ta engage in a contest, where they could gain little more 
than honour and bn>ken heads— the first of which they 
held in philosophic indifference, the latter in utter detes*: 
tation. By these insidious means, therefore, did the Eng^^ 
lish succeed in alienating the confidence and affections of 
the populace firpm their gallant old governor, whom they 
considered as obstinately bent upon running them into hi- 
deous misadventures; and did not hesitate to speak their 
minds freely, and abuse him most heartily — behind his 
back. . 

Like as a mighty grampus, who though assailed and 
buffetted by roaring waves and brawling surges, still keeps 
on an undeviating course; and though overwhelmed by 
boisterous billows, still emei^s from the troubled deep^ 
spouting and blowing with tenfold violence— -so did the 
inflexible Peter pursue, unwavering, his determined career^ 
and rise contemptuous above the clamours of the rabble. 

But when the British warriors found, by the tenor of 
his reply, that he set their power at defiance, they forth*- 
with despatched recruiting officers to Jamaica, and Jericho, 
and Nineveh, and Quag, and Patchc^, and all those towns 
on Long Island, which had been subdued of yore fay the 
immortal Stoflfel Brinkerhoff j stirring up the valiant pnv 
geny 'Of Preserved Fish, and Determined Cock, and those 
other illustrious squatters, to assail the city of New-- Am*' 
sterdam by land. In the mean while the hostile ships 
made awfiil preparation to commence an assault by water«r 
The streets of New- Amsterdam now presented a scene 
of wild -dismay and consternation* In vain did this gal^ 
kuit Stayveaant order the citiaens to aim and assemble'iA 
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ii^ public square or market-place. The wlic^ parQr of 
Aort pipes in the course of a single night had changel 
into arrant old women — a metamorphosis only to be ^- 
alldbed by the prodigies recorded by Livy as having lii^' 
pened to Rome at the approach of Hannibal; whenstatoes 
sweated in pure afiright, goats were conyerted into sheq), 
and cocks turning into hens ran cackling about the streets. 

The harassed Peter, thus menaced &am without and 
tormented from within-*baited by the burgomasters ahd 
hooted at by the rabble — diafed, and growled, and raged 
like a furious bear tied toastake, and worried by a legion 
of scoundrel curs. Finding, however, that all fiirtber 
attempts to defend the city were vain, and hearing that an 
irruption of borderers and moss-troopers was ready to de« 
luge him from the east, he wais at length compelled^ in 
spite of his proud heart, which swelled in his throat until 
it had nearly choked him, to consent to a treaty of snr- 
render. 

Words cannot express the transports of the people, on 
receiving this agreeable intelligenoe ; had th^y obtained a 
conquest over their enemies, they could not have indulged 
greater delight. - The streets resounded with theiir con- 
gratulations— they extcdled their governor as the father 
and deliverer of his country-^they crowded to his house 
to testify their gratitude, and were ten times knore noisy 
in their plaudits, than when he returned, with victoiy 
perched upon his beaver, from the glorious capture of 
Fbrt Christina ; but the indignant Peter shnt his ddors 
and windows, and took refiigf in the innermost teoesses of 
lus itiansion^ that he might iibt hear thie ignoUe iiBJoidngs 
oi the rabble; 

In consequence of this consent of the govenior, a pdriey 
was demanded of the besieging forces to iireat of ihe terms 
of surrender; Accordingly a deputatif^. of six oommis- 
sibners w^ appointed on bo& sides, and <m th^ 27 A 
August, 1664^ a capitulation highly fiivouraUe to the pro- 



NEW-YORK. 359 

iHAce, and honourable to Peter Stuyvesant, was agreed to 
by the enemy, who had conceived a high opinion of the 
valour of the men of the Manhattoes, and the magnanimity 
and ^nbounded discretion of their governor. 

One thing alone remained, which was, that the articles 
of surrender should be ratified, and signed by the gover- 
nor. When the commissioners respectfully waited upon 
him for this purpose, they were received by the hardy old 
warrior with the most grim and bitter courtesy. His war- 
like accoutrements were laid aside — an old India nighl>- 
gown was wrapped around his rugged limbs, a red night 
cap overshadowed his frowning brow, and an iron gray 
beard, of three days' growth, gave additional grimness to 
his visage. Thrice did he seize a little^om-out stump of 
a pen, and essay to sign the loathsome paper — thrice did 
he clinch his teeth, and make a most horrible countenance, 
as though a pestiferous dose of rhubarb, senna, and ipe- 
cacuanha, had been o£Pered to his lips ; at length, dashing 
it from him, he seized his brass hilted sword, and jerking 
it from the scabbard, swore by St. Nicholas, he'd sooner 
die than yield to any power under heaven. 

In vain was every attempt to shake this sturdy resolu* 
tion— -menaces, remonstrances, revilings were exhausted 
to no purpose; for two whole days was the house of the 
valiant Peter besieged by the clamorous rabble, and for 
two whole days did he betake himself to his arms^ and per* 
sist in a magnanimous refiisial to ratify the capitulation-^^ 
thus, like another Horatius Cocles, bearing the whole 
brunt of war, and defending this modern Rome, with the 
prowess of his single arm ! 

At length the populace, finding that boisterous measures 
did but incense more determined opposition, bethought 
themselves of an humble expedient, by which, haply, the 
governor's lofty ire might be soothed, and his resolution 
undermined. And now a solemn and mournful procession, 
headed by the burgomasters and schepens, and followed 
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by the populace, moves slowly to the govenior'» dwelSag, 
bearing the capitulation. Here they found the stout (Ad 
hero, drawn up like a giant into his castle, the doen 
strongly barricadoed, and himself in foil regimentals, whh 
his cocked hat on his head, firmly posted mdth a blunder- 
buss at the garret window. 

There was something in this formidable position that 
struck even the ignoble vulgar with awe and admiratbn. 
The brawling multitude could not but reflect with self- 
abasement, upon their own pusillanimous conduct, when 
they beheld their hardy but deserted old governor, thus 
feithfol to his post, like a forlorn hope, and folly prepsurei 
to defend his ungratefol city to the last. Xhese compunc- 
tions, however, were soon overwhelmed by the recurring 
tide of public apprehension. The populace arranged 
themselves before the house, taking off their hats with 
most respectfol humility — Burgomaster Roerback, who 
was of that popular class of orators, described by old Sal^ 
lust, as being << talkative rather than eloquent,'' stepped 
forth and addressed the governor in a speech of tiuree 
hours' length; detailing in the most pathetic terms the 
calamitous situation of the province, and urging him in a 
constant repetition of the same arguments and words, to 
sign the capitulaticm. 

The mighty Peter eyed him from his little garret win- 
dow in grim silence-— now and then his eye would glance 
over the surrounding rabble, and an indignant grin, like 
that of an angry mastiff, would mark his iron visage; bat 
though he was a man of most undaunted mettle— though 
he had a heart as big as an ox, and a head that would have 
set adamant to scom-^yet after all he was a mere mortal: 
-—wearied out by these repeated oppositions, and this 
eternal haranguing, and perceiving that unless he com- 
plied the inhabitants would follow their inclinations, or ra- 
ther their fears, without waiting for his consent, he testily 
ordered them to hand him up the paper. It was according- 
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ly hoisted to him on the end of a pole, and having scrawled 
his name at the bottom of it he anathematized them all for 
a set of cowardly, mutinous, degeiienite poltroons — threw 
the capitulation at their heads, slammed down the window, 
aad was heard stumping dpwn stairs with the most vehe- 
ment indignation. The rabble incoyi^nently took to their 
heels ; even the burgomasters were not slow in evacuating 
the premises, fearing lest the sturdy Peter might issue 
firom his d/en, and greet them with some UQwelc^ome t^stir 
monial of his dispkasure. 

Within three hours after the surrender, a legion of Bri- 
tish bee&-fed warriors poured into New- Amsterdam, taking 
possession of the fort and batteries. And now might be 
heard, from all quarter^), the sound of hammers made by 
the old Dutch, burghers, who wer^ busily employed, nail* 
ing up their doors and windpws, to protect their vrouw^ 
from these fierce barbarians, whom they contemplated in 
silent sullenness from the garret windows, as they paraded 
through the streets. 

Thus did Col. Richard Nichols, the commander of the 
British' forcei^, enter into quiet possession of the conquered 
realm as locum tenens for the Dpke of York. The victory 
was attended with no other outrage th^n that of changing 
the name of the province and its metropolis, which thence- 
forth were denominated New- York, and so have contin- 
ued to be called unto the present day. The inhabitants, 
according, to treaty, were allowed to maintain quiet posses-;- 
«ion of their property ; but so inveterately did they retain 
their abhorrence to the British nation, that in a private 
meeting of the leading citizens, it was unanimously deterr 
minedy never to ask any of their iconquerors to dinner, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Containing the dignified retirement, and mortal ewnrender^ 

Peter the Fteadstrcng. 

Thus then have I concluded this great historical enter- 
prize; but before I ley aside my weary pen, there yet re*- 
mains to be performed one pious duty. If among the 
variety of readers that may peruse this book, there should 
haply be found any of those 'souls of true nobility, #hich 
glow with celestial fire, at the history of the generous and 
die brave, they will doubtless be anxious to know the Gate 
of the gallant Peter Stuyvesant To gratify one such ster- 
ling heart of gold I would go more lengths, than to instruct 
the cold-blooded curiosity of a whole firatemi^ of philo- 
sophers. 

No sooner had that high-mettled cavalier^signed the ar- 
ticles of capitulation, than, determined not to witness the 
humiliation of his favourite city, he turned his Back on 
its walls and made a growling retreat to his Bouweryy or 
r country-seat, which was situated about two miles off; 
where he passed the remainder of his days in patriarchal 
retirement lliere he ^oyed that tranquillity of mind, 
which he had never known aipid the distracting cares of 
government ; and tasted the sweets of absolute and uncon- 
trolled authority, which his factious subjects had so often 
dashed with the bitterness of opposition. 

No persuasions could ever induce him to revisit the ciQr 
-^on the contrary, he would always have his great arm- 
chair placed with its back to the windows which looked 
in that direction ; until a thick grove of trees planted by 
his own hand grew up and formed a screen, that effectually 
excluded it from the prospect. He railed continually at 
the degenerate innovations and improvements introduced 
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by the conqiierars-^forbade a word of their ^detested lanr . 
guage to be sfpoken in his family, a prohibition readily cm 
beyed, sinqe none of the household could speak any thing, 
but Dutch— and even ordered a fine avenue to be cut, 
down in fi'ont of his house, because; it consisted of English 
cheny-trees. 

The same incessant vigilance^ that blazed forth when 
he had a. vast province under his care, now showed itself 
with equal vigour, though in narrower limits. He patrol- 
led with unceasing watchfiilness around the boundaries of 
his. little territory; repelled every encroachment with in- 
trepid promptness; punished every vagrant depredation 
upon his orchard or his farm-yard with inflexible severity ; 
and conducted every stray hog or cow in triumph to the 
pound. But to the indigent neighbour, the friendless 
stranger, or the weary wanderer, his spacious door was 
ever open, and his capacious fire-place, tliat emblem of 
his own warm and generous heart, had always a corner to 
receive and cherish them. There was an exception to this, 
I must confess, in case the ill-starred applidlmt was an 
Englishman or a Yankee; to whom, though he might ex- 
tend the hand of assistance, he could never be brought to 
yield the rites of hospitality. Nay, if peradventure some 
straggling merchant of the east, should stop at his door, 
with his cart-load of tin- ware or wooden bowls, the fiery 
Peter would issue forth like a giant from his castle, and 
make such a fiirious clattering among his pots and kettles, 
that the vender of << noiiom*\ was fain to betake himself to 
instant flight. 

His ancient suit of regimentals, worn threadbare by the 
brush, were carefiiUy hung up in the state bed-chamber, 
apd regularly aired the first fair day of every month ; and 
his cocked-hat and trusty sword were suspended in grim 
repose, over the parlour mantel-piece, forming supporters 
to a full length portrait of the renowned Admiral Von 
IVomp. In his domestic empire he maintained strict dis- 
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dpline, and a veil organized, despotic govetament; but 
though his own will '^as the supreme law^ yet the good ci 
his subjects wis his ck>nstant object He watched ovefj 
ricrt nlerely their immediatie' comforts, bnt their niorak, 
Bind their ultimate welfiu^'; for h^ gave them Itbundance 
of excellent admonition, nor could any of them combldin/ 

ill' • , 

that when occasion required, he was by any means t^- 
gal'dly ill bestowing wholesome correction. 

The gobd old Dutch fostirals, those periodical demon- 
strations of an overflowing heart and it thankfol spirit, 
which itte felling into sad disuse among my fellow-citizens, 
were faithfully obs^tved in thci mansion of Governor Stay" 
▼esant. New-y^r was truly a day of 6pen-handed libe- 
I'ality, of jocund revelry, and Warm-hearted congratulation 
— wh^ the bosoin seemed to swell With genial good-fel- 
lowship; alid the plenteous table was attended with an 
unceremonious freedom, and honest broad-mouthed mer- 
riment, unknown in these days of degeneracy and refine- 
ment. Paas and Pinxter were scrupulously observed 
throughout his dominions; nor was the day of St. Nichdas 
^iiffered to pass by, without making presents, hanging the 
stocking iti the chimney, and complying with all its other 
ceremonies. '. 

Otice a-year, oti the first day of April, he nsed to array 
himself in full regimentals, being the atitiiversary of his 
triumphal entry into New- Amsterdam, afler the conqaest 
of New Sweden. This was always a kind of Saturnalia 
among the domestics, when they considered themselves at 
liberty in some measure, to say and do what they pleased; 
for on this day their master was always observed to un- 
bend, and become exceeding pleasant and jocose, sending 
the old gray-headed negroes on April fools' errands for 
pigeon's milk; not one of whom but allowed himself to be 
taken in, and humoured his old master's jokes, as became 
a faithful and well disciplined dependant. Thus did he 
reign, happily and peacefuUy on his own land— iquring 
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iaO'in»*i-^nvying no man — ^molested by no outward strifes 
-^-^^^perpiexed by no intenlal commotic^s ^-— and the mighty 
nuHmtchs' of the earth, who were vainly seekmg to mainr- 
tain peace, and promote the welfare of mimkind,: by war 
and desolation, would have done well to have made a voy^ 
age to the little idand of Manna-hata, and learned a lesson 
in govermhent from the domestic economy of Peter Stuy-* 
Vesant* 

In process of time, however, the old governor, like all 
other; children of mortality, began to exhibit evident to- 
kens of decay. Like an aged oak, which, though it long 
has braved the iury of the elements^ and still retains its 
gigantic proportions, yet be^ns to shake and groan with 
every blast— *-so the gallant Peter, though he still bore the 
port and semblance of what he was in the days of his har-^ 
dihood and chivalry, yet did age and infirmity begin to 
sap the vigour of his frame; but his heart, that most un- 
conquetable citadel, still triumphed unsubdued. With 
matchless avidity would he listen to every article of intel- 
ligence concerning the battles between the English and 
Dutch. — Still would his pulse beat high, whenever he 
heard of the victories of De Ruyter; and his countenance 
lower, and his eyebrows knit, when fortune turned in Sa- 
vour of the English. At length, as on a certain day^ he 
had just smoked his fifth pipe, and was napping after din- 
ner, in his arm-chair, conquering the whole British nation 
in his dreams, he was suddenly aroused by a fearftil ring- 
ing of bells) rattling of drums, and roaring of cannon, that 
put all his blood in a ferment. But when he learnt, that 
these rejoicings were in honour of a great victory obtained 
by the combined English and French fleets, over the brave 
De Ruyter, and the younger Von Tromp, it went so much 
to his heart, that he took to his bed, and in less than three 
days, was brought to death's door, by a violent cholera 
morbus ! But even in this extremity^ he still displayed 
the unconquerable spirit of Peter the Htadstrong; holding 
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out, to the last gaq>, with the most inflexible obstrnKj, 
against a whole anny of old wcsaen, who were bent upon 
driying the enemy out of his bowels, after a true Dvrtdi 
mode of defence, by inwidadng the seat of war with cat- 
nip and pennyroyal. 

While he thus lay, lingering on the verge, of dissdn- 
tion, news was brought him, that the brave Royterliad 
suffered but little loss — had made good his retreat— and 
meant once more to meet the enemy in battle. The dos- 
ing eye of the old warrior kindled at the words— he pardy 
raised himself in bed— a flash of martial fire beamed acrofls 
his visage— 'he clinched his withered hand, as if be fek 
within Us gripe that sword which waved in triumph before 
the walls of Fort Christina, and giving a grim smile of 
exultation, sunk back upon his pillow, and expired 

Thus died Peter Stuyvesant, a valiant soldier, a loyal 
subject, an upright governor, and an honest Dutchman— 
who wanted only a few empires to desolate, to have been 
immortalized as a hero I 

EUs funeral obsequies were celebrated with the utmost 
grandeur and solemnity. Tlie town was perfi$ctly emptied 
of its inhabitants, who crowded in thnmgs to pay the last 
sad honoufs to their good old governor. All his sterling 
<]ualities rushed in fiill tide upon their recollections, while 
the memory of his foibles, and his &ults, had expired with 
him. The ancient burghers ccmtended who should have 
the privilege of bearing the paU-T*the populace strove who 
' should walk nearest to the bier*^and the mdancholy pro- 
cession was closed by a number of gray*headed Tkegroe^ 
who had wintered and summered in the housebolfl of their 
departed master, for the greater part of a century. 

With sad and gloomy countenances,; the multitude ga- 
thered r6und the grave. They dwelt with mournful hearts 
on the sturdy virtues, the signal services, and the gallant 
exploits of the brave old worthy. Tbey.recalled, with se- 
cret upbraidings, their own factious, opporitions to his go- 
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vemment — and many an ancient burgher, whose phleg- 
matic features had never been known to relax, nor his eyes 
to moisten, was now observed to puiFa pensive pipe, and 
the big drop to steal down his cheek — while he muttered, 
with affectionate accent, and melancholy shake of the head 
— « Well den ! — Hard-koppig Peter ben gone at last" 
, His remainti^were deposited in the faioily vault, under 
achapel|( which he had piously erected on his. estate, and 
dedicated to St. Nicholas — and which stood on the iden- 
^ticid j^oi; at present occupied by St Mal'k's Church, where 
-his tombstone is still to:be seen. . His estate, or Bouieery^ 
las it was c^ed, has ever continued in the possession of 
his descendants ; who, by the uniform integrity of their 
conduct^ and their strict adherence to the customs and 
manners that prevailed in the << good old timesy' have prov- 
-ed themselves worthy of their illustrious ancestor. Many 
-a time and bft, has the farm been haunted at night by en- 
terprizing money-diggers^ in quest of pots of gold, said to 
.have been buried by the old governor — ^though I cannot 
learn that any of them have ever been enriched by their 
researches— -and who is thei'e, among my natiVe-bom 
fellow-citizens, that does not remember, .when in the 
'mischievous days of his boyhood, he conceived it a great 
•exploit, to rob <^ Stuyvesanfs orchard " on a holiday af- 
ternoon? 

At this strong hold of the family may still be seen cer- 
tain ineniorials of the immortal Peter. His fiill length 
: portrait frbwns in martial terrors from the parlour wall— - 
his cocked-hat and sword still hang up in the best bed- 
'room. His brimstone^coloured breeches were for a long 
while suspended in the haU, until some yearis since they 
occasioned a dispute between a new married couple. And 
fais silveripounted wooden-leg is still treasured up in the 
stoie^roomy as an invaluable relique. 

' . . . . • 



S68 HISTORY OF 



CHAPTEE X. 

( 

The Author's refleeHons upom wkai has been said. 

Among the numerous events, which are each in tiieir 
turn, the most direful and mehmcholy of all pooiUe oc- 
currences, in your interesting and authentic history, there 
is none that occasions such deep and heart-rendng gri^ 
as the decline and fall of your renowned and migfatjr e»* 
pires. Where is the reader who can contenqplate without 
emotion, the disastrous events by which the great dyms- 
ties of the world have been extinguished ? While wan- 
dering, in imagination, among the gigantic, ruins of states 
fxA empires, and marking the tremendous convulsioK 
that wrought their overthrow, the bosom of the mciui- 
<;holy inquirer swells with sympathy commensurate to the 
surroun(Ung desolation. Kingdoms^ piinc^alities, and 
powers, have each had their rise, their progress, and their 
downfal-— each in its turn has swayed a potent sceptre— 
-each has returned to its primevid nothingness.;— and tins 
did.it &re with the empire of their high mightinesses, at 
the Manhattoes, under the peaceful reign of Walter the 
Doubter — the fretful reign of William the Testy— and 
' the chivalric reign of Peter the Headstrong^ 

Its history is fruitful of instruction, isuid worthy of being 
pondered over attentively; for it is by thus raking among 
the ashes of departed greatness, that the sparks of tme 
knowledge are found, and the lan^ of wisdom illumiDfid* 
Let then the reign of Walter the Doubter warn agaiost 
yielding to that sleek, contented security, that overween- 
ing fondness for .comfort and repose, that are produced by 
a state of prosperity and peabe. These, tend to unnerve 
a nation, to destroy its pride of character ; to render it 
jpatient of insult, deaf to the calls of honour and injustice; 
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and cause it to cling to peace, like the sluggard to his 
pillow, at the expense of every valuable duty and ecmnde- 
ration. Such supineness insures the very evil from which 
it shrinks. One right yielded up, produces the usurpa- 
tion of a second ; one encroachment passively suflfered, 
makes way for another ; and the nation that thus, through 
a doting love of peace, has sacrificed honour and interest, 
will at length have to fight for existence. 

Let the disastrous reign of William the Testy serve as 
a salutary warning against that fitfiil, feverish mode of 
legislation, that acts without system ; depends on shifts 
and projects, and trusts to lucky contingencies ; that he- 
ritates, and wavers, and at length decides with the rash- 
ness of ignorance and imbeciUty. That stoops for popu- 
larity by courting the prejudices, and flattering the arro- 
gance, rather than commanding the respect o^tbe rabble. 
That seeks safety in a multitude of counsellors, and dis- 
tracts itself by a variety of contradictory schemes and 
opinions. That mistakes procrastination for deliberate 
wariness— hurry for decision— -starveling parsimony for 
wholesome economy—- bustle for business — and vapouring 
for valour. That is violent in council, sanguine in ex« 
pectation, precipitate in action, and feeble in execution. 
That undertakes enterprizes without forethought, enters 
upon them without preparation, omducts them without 
energy, and ends them in confiision and defeat. 

Let the reign of the good Stuyvesant show the effects 
<^ vigour and decision, even when destitute al cool ju^- 
ment, and surrounded by perplexities. Let it show how 
firankness, probity, and high-souled courage will command 
respect, and secure honour, even where success is unat- 
twiable. But, at the same time, let it caution against a 
too ready reliance on the good faith of others, and a too 
honest confidence in the loving professions of powerfid 
neighbours, who are most friendly when they most mean 
to betray. Let it teach a judicious attention to the opi- 

3 A 
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nions and wishes of the many, who, in times of peril, 
must be. soothed and led, or apprehension will overpower 
-the deference to authority. 

Let the empty wordiness df his &ctious snbjeets— their 
intemperate harangues — their violent << resolutions''— their 
hectorings against an absent enemy, and their posilhuiiini- 
ty on his approach — teach us to distrust and despise those 
clamorous patriots, whose courage dwells but in the tongue. 
Let them serve as a lesson to repress that insolence of 
speech, destitute of real force, which too often breaks 
forth in popular bodies, and bespeaks the vani^ rather 
than the spirit of a nation. Let them caution us against 
vaunting too much of our awn power and prowess, and 
jreviling a noble enemy. True gallantry of soul would 
^ways lead us to treat a foe with courtesy and proud 
punctilio ; a contrary conduct but takes from the merit 
of victory, and renders defeat doubly disgracefid. 

But I cease to dwell on the stores of excellent exanq)le 
to ^ drawn from the ancient chronicles of the Manhat- 
toes. He who reads attentively will discover the threads 
of gold, which run throughout the web of history, and are 
invisible to the dull eye of ignorance. But before I con- 
clude, let me point out a solenm warning furnished in 
the subtle chain of events by which the capture of Eort 
Casimir has produced the present convulsions of our globe. 

Attend then, gentle reader, to this plain deduction, 
which if thou art a king, an emperor, or other powerful 
potentate, I advise thee to treasure up in thy hearty though 
little expectation have I that my work will £dl into sudi' 
liands ; for well I know the care of crafty ministers, to 
Jceep all grave and edifying books of the kind out of the 
way of unhappy monarchs, lest, peradventure, they should 
read them and learn wisdom. 

By the treacherous surprisal of Fort Casimir then did 
the crafty Swedes enjoy a transient triumph ; but drew 
iipon their heads the vengeance of Peter Stuyvesant, who 
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wrested all New Sweden from their hands. By the con- 
quest, of New Sweden, Peter Stuyvesant aroused the 
clauns of Lord Baltimore ; who appealed to the i^binet 
of Great Britain ; who subdued the whole province of 
New Netherlands. By this great achievement the whole 
extent of. North America from Nova Scotia to the Flori- 
das, was rendered one entire dependency upon the British 
crown ; but mark the consequence. The hitherto scat- 
tered colonies being thus consolidated, and having no ri- 
val colonies to check or keep them in awe, waxed great 
and powerful ; and, finally, becoming too strong for the 
mother country, were enabled to shake off its bonds, and 
by a glorious revolution became an independent empire. 
But the chain of effects stopped not here; the successful 
revolution in America produced the sanguinary revolution 
in France, which produced the puissant Bonaparte, who 
produced the French despotism, which has dirown the 
whole world in confusion ! — Thus have these great powers 
been successively punished for their ill-starred conquests; 
and thus, as I asserted, have all the present convulsions, 
revolutions, and disasters, that overwhelm mankind, ori- 
ginated in the capture of the little Fort Casimir, as re- 
corded in this eventful history. 

And now^ worthy reader, ere I take a sad farewell*^ — 
which, alas ! must be for ever — willingly would I part in 
cordial fellowship, and bespeak thy kind-hearted remem- 
brance. That I have not written a better history of the 
days of the patriarchs is not my fault — had any other per- 
son written one as good, I should not have attempted it 
at all-— that many will hereafler spring up and surpass me 
in excellence, I have very little doubt, and still less care; 
well knowing, that when the great Christovallo Colon 
(who is vulgarly called Columbus) had once stood his egg 
upon its end, every one at table could stand his up a 
thousand times more dexterously. Should any reader 
find matter of offence in this history, I should heartily 
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grieve, though I would on no aooount question his pene*' 
tration, by telling him he is mistaken — ^his good nature^ 
by telling him he is captious— or his pure conscience, hj 
telling him he is startled at a shadow. Surely if he is so 
ingenious in finding offisnce where none is intended, it 
were a thousand pities he should not be suffered to enjojr 
the benefit of his discovery. 

I have too high an opinion of the understanding of my 
fellow-citizens, to think of yielding them any instruction, 
and I covet too much their good will, to forfeit it by giv- 
ing them good advice. I am none of those cynics who 
despise the world, because it despises them-— on the con- 
trary, though but low in its regard, I look up to it with 
the most perfect good liSture, and my only sorrow is, that 
it does not prove itself more worthy of the unbqfunded 
love I bear it 

I^ however, in this my historic production — the scanty 
firuit of a long and laborious life — I have failed to gratify 
the dainty palate of the age, I can only lament my mis- 
fortune — ^for it is too late in the season for me even to 
hope to repair it. Already has withering age showered 
his sterile snows upon my brow; in a little whiles, and this 
genial warmth, which still lingers around my heart, and 
throbs — ^worthy reader — ^throbs kindly towards thyself, 
will be chilled for ever. Haply this frail compound of 
dust, which while alive may have given birth to nought 
but unprofitable weeds, may form an humble sod of the 
valley, fi:om whence may spring many a sweet vnld flower, 
to adorn my beloved island of Manna^hata ! 
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